
8 CORRESPONDENCE WITH THE GOVERNMENT OF CANADA,

CMa. ' their respective jurisdictions such relaxations and regulations as it may respectively be in their power to
ado pt, with a view to the admission of American fishermen to the liberty which it is proposed to secure
to them by the Treaty. The Government of the United -States would be prepared at the saine time to
admit British subjects to the iiht of fishing in the waters of the United States, specified in the Treaty;
but as the admission into the United States free of duty of any articles which are by law subject to duty
cannot be allowed without the sanction of Congress, the President will, in case the above suggestion meets
with the views of the British Government, recommend and urge upon Congress at their next session, that
any duties which may have been collected on and after the Ist day of July next, on fish-oil and fish
(except fish of the inland lakes and of the rivers falling into the saine, and except fish preserved in oil), the
produce of the fisheries of the Dominion of Canada and of Prince Edward Island, shall be returned and
refunded to the parties paying the saine, if a similar arrangement is made with respect to the admission
into the British possessions of fish-oil and fish (with the like exception), being the produce of the fisheries
of the United States.

I have, &c.,
Sir E. Thornton, K.C.B., (Rigned) HAuMrTON Fisu.

&c. &c. &c.

S Ih, Washington, May 9, 1871.
1 have the honour to acknowldge the receipt of your note of yesterday's date, and to inform you

in reply that I have been authorized by Earl Granville to state that in the event of the ratification of the
Treaty signed yesterday, ler Majesty's Government will lie prepared to recommend to the Governments
of the Dominion of Canada, of Prince Edward Island, and of Newfoundland, that the provisional arrange-
ment proposed in your note above mentioned, with regard to the right of fishing by United States'
citizens on the consts of those British possessions and by British subjects in the waters of the United
States described in Article XIX. of the Treaty, shall take effect during the coming season, on the under-
standing that the ultiniate decision of this question must rest with the above-mentioned Colonial Govern-
ments, who would be asked to grant the immediate and certain right of lishing within the territorial waters
of those Colonies, whilst the return of the import duties on fish from the 1st July next promised by the
United States is prospective and contingent on the action of Congress.

I have, &c,,
The lon. Hamilton Fisli, (Signed) EDwAnn TuoitNToN.

&c. &c, &c.

No. 7. No. 7.

The EAnt op KTMnERLEY to The Lon LisGAn.
(No. 445.)

My LoRD, Downing Street, June 20, 1871.
IN accordance with the strong wish expressed by the Dominion Government, that

a representation should be made to the United States with reference to the losses
inflicted on Canada by the Fenian raids, Her Majesty's Governhient instructed the
Britisb High Commissioners to bring the claims arising out of those raids before the
Joint HiIigh Commission.

Your Lordship will observe from the Protocols of Conferences, copies of which vere
Page 4. transnitted to you in my Despatch, No. 444,* of the 17th inst., that the American Com-

missioners declined to entertain the proposal made by the British Commissioners to
include these claims in the Treaty.

Her Majesty's Government were well aware of the serious difficulties in the way of
settling this question, and they could not, therefore, feel surprised at this result. At
the saine lime, it was with much regret that they acquiesced in the omission of these
claims from the general settlement of outstanding questions between Great Britain and
the United States.

But it seemed to them evident that the British Commissioners were right in thinking
that there was no reasonable probability that by further pressing the point an agreement
would be corne to upon it with the American Commissioners, and when the choice lay
between the settlement of all the other differences between the two countries on terms
which Hier Majesty's Government believed to be honourable to both, and beneficial
alike to Canada and the rest of the Empire, and the frustration of all hope of b•inging
the negotiations to a satisfactory issue, they could not hesitate as to the course which it
was their duty to take.

I have, &c.,
The Lord Lisgar, (Signed) KIMBERLEY.

&c. &c. &c.


