
medioine except his own punacea and ull m<Mlicitl iiion oxoopt liiiiist'lf.

You luuHt bu pruparud to tiiid iiiuiiy uxainplcs of tlie fulluc/ 1 itlliulu

to, but you muHt iiovor lose Hi|^'lit of tliu true; priiioiplt!; thut Ik> who

most oarofully uud oonHcioutiously .studioH u Hubjcut, mu8t iiifullihly,

other thingN being cquid, become the best quitliticd in rcgurd to it,

and that hiH fellow citizunsi will Hooiier or lutcr find tluH out.

But the profusHion itnolf is not entirely iiuioccnt in this matter

;

oareleNHncHH or routine may bring tiiu practice of medicine into disre-

pute, or the mistakeH of one age may prepare the way for quackery iu

the next. Had it not been for the abutte of drugs during the lust century,

the doctrine of intinitesimul doHcs would have been impoN.sible in the

present. But even within the profesHion itself there is much ((uackery,

and it is this which is most dangerous, because more insidious and

more difficult to bo guarded against. Traitors in the cump uro more

to bo drended than foes in the open field. The worst enemies ol' legiti-

mate medicine are often its professed friend?',

From all such crooked paths let me most emphatically warn you.

Let it be your object never to commit an action or to say a word you

-could afterwards be ashamed of. By never making professions which

you do n">t conscientiously feel that you can fully curry out, by never

seeking to advance your own interests at the expense of another's, you

will prcdervo your own self-respect, and you are sure to merit and to

obtain the approbation of others.

But, gentlemen, supposing that you have surmounted all the diffi-

•culties incident to the earlier part of your career, and have established

yourselves in ample practice, your troubles are by no means at an end.

The public can have no conception, and you yourselves but a faint one,

of all the stern reiUities of a doctor's life. How few will give him

credit for his quiet endurance, his anxious watchings, his baffled hopes,

his untiring self-sacrifice? See him in the full tide of his professional

•career ; what a life of anxious troubled unrest, what exorbitant exac-

tions are made upon his resources, what unthinking demands upon his

time and his vital energies ? By day and by night, in sunshine and in

storm, on work-day and on the day of rest, for rich and for poo**, with or

•without recompense, he must ever obey the call of suffering humanity.

And again, he must be ever ready to encounter accidents, disease,

and death, in all their most appalling forms ; when friends are paralyzed

•with fear, when contagion carries panic to the stoutest hearts, he must

be there calm and unmoved. Life may be ebbing fjist through the

bleeding artery the shattered limb, the victim of cholera may pre-

iient the most hideous features of death whilst yet writhing in vital
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