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}m DISASTER ON THE

GULF OF ST. LAWRENCE

struck.”

Chief Steward Gaade told me to-

REMARKABLE

night the story of the greatest marine
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JUMPED INT® THE SEA.
Standing behind Mrs, O'Hara and
child and two or three other women
survivors was Clayton R. Burt, fac-
tory manager for the Russel Motor
Car Co., Toronto. Burt in his overcoat
and pajamas would not speak of his
own experiences except to say that he
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or Hot Air. Most approved systems in-
stalled. Estimates cheerfully furnished.

Plumbing of all kinds d¢ne in the
most modern way.

If you are planning in making changes
in yous heating or plumbmg eonault me
T at onoe,

“Thomas Elisworth,

¥ ~

THE STANDARD RULES
‘Fo e aiddptod May 30th, 1914, Call for a Waich from 19
to 23 Jewels, Stem Wind, Lever Set, and adjusted

itions. We carry all the papular standard makes, inclnding
Elgin, Hamilton, Illinois, Waltham, Etc.

pass all Railroad inspections in America.

We would be pleased to show you the FINE POINTS eof

these Watches.
OUR PRICES ARE THE LOWEST POSSIBLE

Special attention given to the repairing and adjusting of

Railroad High Grade Watches. -

H. C. Montgomery, & Co,

to-five pos-

Guaranteed to

LAUNCHED A BOAT

“Phe Empress launched a boat to
see what the damage was and almost
&t the same moment the Empress list-
ed to one sids. Before there was time
'for warning the passengers not on
deck, the Empress lurched again and
went down. Captain Kendall was the
last to leave the ship, being swept off
the hﬂ*e in the swell which engulfed
‘the vessel.  Purser A. B! McDonsid,
who was also on the bridge was s_!ep‘t
to his death and was not seen again.”

Mr. Duncan according to other sur-
vivors, was cool and collected thmuch—
out the awful few minutes which pre-
1 cedld ﬂu uxnkir.c of the ship.
“ i md like men,” spid

ly in detailing the
i conduct of officers, crew and passen-

When they got on déck, declared Mr.
Dunésh, they set about to sée that the
y‘:bfn:“l‘l' Kad’ llf&ﬂeih He saw men
'su.naiu réidy to face theix

,'w 'A'hcr ﬁny lunded over a life-
bel't' or W“ to" vomm or child.

“I had & l.lﬂp-belt in my gabin,” said
Mr. Duncan, but of course could not

/| not be here tonight to tell this story.”

“As the steamer listed everybody
rashed to the opposite railing and
clung on for theit lives. As she lurch-
ed dgain we ‘climbed over, and then
the liner was over on her side. All we
did was to walk over the plates and
leap into the water.”

A MAD STRUGGLE

It was an awful picture Duncan
gave in describink .what took place
after the boat went down and hun-
dreds were struggling in death grips
in the water. Women and children
were screaming and praying in 2 mad
| struggle against.death in the waters
of the St. Lawrence.
\ “From the first it was' every man
for himself, and men, women and chil-

DIED IN BOATS

Mr. Duncan’s account of the horrify-
ing spectacle of seeing men and wo-
men dying in the lifeboats from ex-
posure shocked the listeners who
crowded wbout nim -* Tcvis tonight.

“There was some fix,” explained
Mr. Duncan, “and it was cold too. We
were going very slowly when the first

the running of the machinery of the
boat. It quite evidently did not stop
immediately after the crash, but con-
tinued until the explosion. I at once
grabbed a lifebelt and went out to the
deck. There no lifebelts were to be
found and there was quite a number of
people on the deck, apparently unable
to determine what to do. They had
no belts on, and 1 gave mine to Mrs.
‘Foord, one of our party. 'l tied.the
belt on her myself. My three com-
rades went to the bottom. I swam in
the direction of the vessel that ran us
down and I was pulled into a lifeboat
of the collier. I saw the collier stand-
ing not far from where the Emnpress
foundered. Then I saw her all 1it up
and light flashed from the darkness
over the comparatively calm river
frone all the port holes. There was
t 0 a red light virible on the coal
rteamer.

“When 1 was tdken on board the
ship, I saw many men rescuel and
practically unclothed: I was-&lmost
in a state of nakedness myself and{:
the rest of those on board was shiver-
ing and in a bad state from the chilly
water of the river and the morning air.

water reaching the boilers of the sink-
ing ship. I was then swimming on my
back and saw plainly the burst of
steam that spread to all parts of the
vessel. The noise was a dull sound
and it was the beginning of the end for
shortly after the sudden and quick list_
ing of the liner was followed by the
final turning over.
“The weather was practically calm
and there was plenty of light on the
water when I came out from my cabin.
When I got on deck I saw no fog.: I
tliought at first that we had hit a rock.
Some officers of the vessel came along
and said that the ship would net go
any further for bottom had been

and went down with her. Later Cap-
tain Kendall and Gaade were rescued,
but the purser followed the ship to
death. When the relief train arrived
at Quebec tonight, Mr. Gaade was still
suffering severely from his narrow es-
cape and had to be assisted
ferry by two friends.

on the

‘I had been trying to help some |;nn»

"T.he crew did all they could like
men,” said Gaade, “hut there was little
they dould do. When they were all
thrown into the water with the pas-
sengers, it was a case of survival of |
the fittest.. If more of the crew sur-|
vived they were stronger and more in- {
ured to cold and hardships.”
A young woman from New Zealand
on world tour was one of those picked
up by the collier which rammed the
Empress. She agreed that there was
no cowardice on the part of the crew
or incompetence in handling the boats.
The way the liner careened made it
utterly unposmb]e to shove the boats
off the davits on the starboard side. 1
Miss Townsend in describing the scene |
at Rimouski said it was like an Indian |
camp with all the survivors with
shawls over their shoulders,

Details given by Dr. Grant, ship sur-
seoni—

“We left Quebec on May 7, at 4.3°
p. m,, and had an uneventful trip dur-
mx '.he evening. During the enly
o'mlng a mist dropped around us ‘and
ye “proceeded slowly. At 1.30 am. we
put the pilot off at Father Point and
at 1.62 the collier Storstad rammed the

who reported to Captain Kendall, whe
was on the bridge. The captain sig-
nalled with three blasts of the whistle,
The
collier answered but what the reply
was I have not learned. Then Captain
Kendall sounded the whistle twice,
saying ‘I am stopping.’

“The lights of the collier could be
seen approaching. The captain of nc‘
Empress signalled the engineroom to
reverse the steam full astern, but the |
big liner could not avoid the small|
ship. She was rammed,amidships, in |
the engineroom, on the starboard side, |
The plates were ripped open te an‘
enormous length. |

“] am continuing my course.”

“The collier backed off, about a mile. |

./In a few moments the Empress begun!

to list to one side. She made an at- |
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Mo.— ““I feel it my duty

Shamrock,
%o tell the public the condition of my

m health before using
your medicine. I had
il falling, inflamma-
tion and congestion,

ing down pains, was
short of memory,

paratively only a few were able 1o ob-
tain life belts and practically aii on
board were forced in their night attire
into the icy water.

“Several hundred clung to the chip
until she sank, holding to the rail until
the vessel canted over so far that it
was necessary to climb the rail and
stand on the plates of the side. Then,
as she keeled over further, they would
slide down into the water as though
they were walking down a sandy beaeh
into the water to bathe.

“Then there were several humdred
swimming around in the water scream-
ing for help, shrieking as they felt
baing carried under, amd
uttering strange, wefrd moans of ter-
ror, undisguised.

“The lifebcats of the Storstad were
launched and came to the rescue. Not

themselves

one went back that was not well load-

ed. About five of the Empress boats
got away.

“The catastrophe .was se sudden
that scores never left their bunks.
They were caught there like rats in a
trap. Added to this-was the fact that

General Merchant. o EXPLBSION AT LAST Empress of Ireland. = The vessel’s I Desiehyer ey ben on_t.he Ei‘,'-"
. ¢ keep it. After we slipped overbo ‘“As T swam through the icy waters lights had e Sibhbel by the wabik only a day, and were not familiar with
Cor. Gerrard & Q'Leary Sts. Phone 129 B et a man with two, otherwise I would|y (o the explosion caused by the y ik edbuniy

“In the confusion and semi-panic
many could not find their way to the
decks, and only a few knew how te
reach the boat deck. This was largely
responsible for the terrible toll eof
death.

“Four .women perished after
reached the Storstad. In each case I
was called, and the unfortunates died
before anything couid be done. Tke

Continued on page 9
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