MINES DEPARTMENT

ISSUES ITS REPORT
Progress - of the Industry on'
" the Island During the Past
YL i Yéar is Recorded

~ ' The annual report of the déepartment
of mines, which contains a vast deal
of interesting and accurate informa-
tion .regarding the mining industries
of the province, drawn largely from
officlal sources, was issued yesterday.,
¥rom. this isireprinted below the sum-
mary of the progress of mining
throughout the province during the
past _year, as weil as the detailed re-
ports of the responsible officials in
the different mining divisions of Van-
couver island.

Thé report also contains a tabulated
list of accidents sustained in metalli-
ferous mines during 1907 from which
it appears taht there were 94 accidents
‘all told thyouighout the province, which
in view_of the extent of the industry,
does not appear to be large. Of these.
accidents twenty per cent. were fatal,
twenty per cent. serious and fifty-four
per -cent. slight. The number works
out at 5.22 accidents for every 100,000
tons of ore inined, and 25,4 for every

.. 1,000¢ men nﬁnployed: The causes of
the accidents, which are enumerated, |
are ‘blasting, drilling into old holes,
powder in makc, shafts and cages, fall-
ing ‘down ghafts or winzes, falling
down. chutes, mine cars, rock falling
in stopes or:levels, rock falling down
chutes or openings, timbering, mis-
cellaneous, underground and surface.

The summary follows:

The value of the mineral products of
the Province for the year 1907 is
greater than that for any preceding
year, and amounts to $25,882,660, show-
ing an increéase over the last year of
$902,014, equivalent to an increase of
3.6 per cent., and is greater than the
output of 1905 about 15.2 per cent., and
36.3 per cent. greater that that of 1904.
. An analysis of the returns shows that’
"this increasé'is due to the greater ton-
nage of low-grade ore mined in the
Boundary discrict, and also to an in-
creased todnage from the. collieries,
both ‘in cozl and coke.

Thé ‘mia fer't price for all the metals
was'unusual’y T.igh for the first part of
the year, but 73%'so low during the last
Half ‘of the year that the average mar-
ket price for 1847 was very little, if
;any, higher thaa thav of 1906.

The tonnage of ore mined in the
J/Province  during the year 1907, exclu-
slve of coal, was 1,804,114 tons. 'This
rptotal tonnage was produced by the var-
Jous districts in the following propor-
“tions: —Boundary, 65.1 percentage - of
total; "Rossland, 15.8; Coast, 4.7; Fort
sSteele, M.D, 8.6; all other districts,
5.8 :

The number >f mines from which
shipments were made in 1907 was 147;
but of these only 72 shipped more than
100 tons each:during the year. -

. There were in the Province 36 mines
that shipped in excess of 1,000 tons
each during the year, and of these 11
were in the Boundary District, 8 in the
Nelson, 6 on the Coast, 4 in the Ross-
land, 3 in the Fort Steele, M.D., 3 in
the Slocan District, awd 1 in the Lar-
' deau, M.D. W ¥

The following table shows, the num-

ber of mines which shipped ore during

« the year 1907; the Districts in which}
they are located, and the tonnage pro-}

duced in each district, together with
the number of men emplayed, both

On Vancouver Island three new col-
lieries have begun shipping, as ‘yet.on
a very small scale, but still a begin-.
ning. These new collieries have ship-
ped as follows:—The Gilfillan Colliery
at Wellington, operated by -Macgowan &
Co., 12,848 tons; the Figdick Celliery at
South Wellington, operated by .the
South Wellington Coal Mines, Lid.
(John Arbuthnotvet al), 576 tons, and
the new East Wellington Colliery at
Nanaimo, operated by thé Vancouver-
Nanaimo Coal Mining Co., Ltd., 156
tons.

In the tables and statistics the out-
put of the ' Middlesboro Celliery has
been included in the Coast Collieries. -

The gross output of the coal mines
of the Province for the year 1907 was
2,219,608 tons (2,240 Ibs.), of which 44,-
760 tons were added to stock, leaving a
total consumption of 2,174,848 tons of
coal; of this amount, 916,262 tons were
sold for consumption in Canada, 673,-
114 tons were sold for export, making
the tatal of coal sales for the year 1,-
589,376 tons; of the balance of the coal,
419,641 tons were used in making coke,
and 165,931 tons under colliery boilers,
etc.

From this amount of coal there were
produced 222,913 tons (2,240 1lbs.) of
coke, of which 7,224 tons were added to
stock, leaving the net coke sales of
215,689 tons, of which about 155,679
tons were consumed in Canada and 60,-
110 tons exported. >

Coal. g

CoKe. ’

The following tables indicates the
markets in  which the coal and coke
output of the Province was sold:—

; Coast Collienies.

The Coast Collieries mined: in 1907
some 1,342,877 tons of coal, which, less
the 44,760 tons added to stoCk, makes
the total amount of:coal disposed of 1,-
298,117 tons, distributed as follows:—

Tons.

Sold as coal in Canada.. .. .. 698,041
Sold as coal in United States.. 359,666
Bold as, coal in  other coun-

tries %2 Ho a0 SRt IR N8
Total sold as coal.. .+.1,079,745
Used under companies’ ' boil-

R OO v iy v e s eh

. 121,701
Used in making coke.. .. .

96,671

1,298,117
The total coal sales of the Coast Col-
lieriés show an.increase of 99,873 ions,
or about 10.2 per'cent. over the preced-
ing year, and the ipcrease would have
been much greater but for the financial
depression in California;, the chief ex-
port market. This is evidenced by the
fact that 44,760 tons of coal actually
mined was not sold but added to stock,
and the mines had {o be run on “short
time” during the fall months:
“/The consumption of coal in that por-
tion of British Columbia served by the
Coast Collieries shows'an increase of
166,936 tons, ‘or 31.4 per cent. over last
vear, indicating an increasing demand
for fuel in the home market, the local
sales thig year amounging to 66 peér
cent,; of the total sales. ¢/ . .
On the other hand, the sales for ex-
port to the United States show a de-
crease of 73,617 tons; or about 17 per

above and below, ground:

cent. - The export trade to other coun-
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Skeena ..
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Fort Steele .. .. .
Windermere ..
West Kootenay:
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..1,804,114

In explanation of the.table, it should
be said that in its preparation, a mine
employing 12 men for four months is
credited in the table with four men for
12 months, so that the total given is
less than the actual number of individ-
uals who worked in. mines duringthe
year, : :

The “labor employed to the ton of
ore mified” forms some criterion of the

total cost of mining in a camp, since
the cost.of labor is in a more or less
constant proportion to such total cost.
In this respect it is interesting to note
in the various districts the number of
tons of ore. mined to each man em-
ployed. .. An analysis of the above table
shows, approximately, that, taking the
Pravince as a whole, there. were 488
tons of ore mined for each man em-
ployed about the mines. In this res-
pect, however, the districts vary very
madterially, since in.the Slocan Distirict
the figures show 69 tons mined to the
man in the year, in the Nel#bn District
179 tonms, in Trail Creek . (Rossland)
District 387 tons, and in the, Boundary
946 tons. : 2

Such generalization, of course, does
not apply exactly to any one miné, but
‘only to the district, ahd in the first two
districts mentioned the mines vary in
character so greatly, some having high-

must be taken not to
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tries, while still insignificant, shows an
increase  over the previous year of
about 40 per cent.

The production of coke on the“Coast
is lconfined to one company, the Wel-
lington Colliery “Co., which made in
1907 some 16,372 tons of coke ‘from
washed screenings; of this 1,560 tons
were added to stock, the sales amount-
ing to 14,812 tons. /

* The sales for local consumption in
1907 were 14,692 tons, as against 14,547
tons in 1906-—practically no . change,
but the export sales of coke, which in
1906 amounted  to 8,304 tons,.in 1907
were only 220 gons—‘practically nothing.

;| -Rocky :Mountain :Coal Field.

In the Rocky Mountain coal field;
the western slope of the mountains is
in this province, and. here there, are
three separate collieries being worked,
viz.: Michel, Coal Creek and Carbon-
ado ‘collleries—all - operated = by the
Crow’s Nest Pass Coal Co., Ltd., al-
though the last mentioned colliery has
made no production this last year,
but is now opened up again.

At Hosmer, between Fernie and
Michel, interests conmected with the
C. P. Ry. are opening up a large and
extensively- equipped ' colliery, which
will not ship coal until 1908. %

The only operating company, the
Crow’s Nest Pass Coal Co., mined
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grade shipping ores, \@@nd others low-
grade concentrating Yores, that . care
&rry these aver-
age figures too far. ‘-
Mines and Num

Non- Bhippinh

Number

District.

Coast and Cassiar .... .

East Kootenay (F't. Steele‘&' W'lh}le'rh.méréi 6
Slocan D. (Slocan, Sloc. Cit®, Ainsworth) 28

Nelson. . R ey
Trall Creek .:" .

Lardeau and Tro‘ut' Lake SRR

Boundary.. .. ..

o 80t R G L PO TR AT

Coal. \

. 'The actual production of coal in Brit-
ish Columbia during' the yvear 1907 Has
been practically confined to the Crow's
Nest . Pass Collleries in South East
Kootenay, and to the Wellington Col-
liery Co. and the Western Fuel Co,
operating on Vancouver Island. In ad-
dition {o these, A new colliery has been
opened up at Middlesboro, near Cout-
lee, in the Nicola Valley, by the Nicola
Valley Coal'and Coke Co., which ship-
ped during "the last three mornths of
the year, since it acquired rallway con-
- nection, some 10,000 tons of cegal.

Mines. under gro’nd. above gro'ngd.
7 23° 49

.

during the year 1907 some 876,731 tons

ber of Men Employed, 1907,
Men Men

of employed employed Total.

72
6 1 7
49 66 115
3 o1 4
i | 0 o 0
SR 32 - g 16
.:10 26 5 52
.61 119 1217 246

2,240 1bs.y of coal; the disposition of
which is shown in the following table:

Tons, Tons.
Sold as coal in Canada..218,221
Sold as coal in U. 8..,..291,410
509,631
322,870
44,230

o 876,731
{The amount of coke made from the

Total sold as coal

Used by company in
making coke

Used under company’s
boliers, etc.

322,870 tons of coal was 206,641 tons

hydraulic and other forms of ‘machine

Sold for consumption in Canada (Tons—2,240 1bs)..
Sold for export to United Statés (Tons—2,240 1bs)..
Sold for export to other countries (Tons—2,240 1bs)..

Total for District....1,079,745
Sold for consumption in Canada (Tons—2,240 1bs)..
Sold for export to United States (Tons—2,240 1bs).
Sold for export to other countries (Tons—2,250 1bs)

Total for District....

success,

(2,240 1bs.) of which 5,664 tons were
carried over the year as stock, while
200,877 tons were sold as coke, 140,987
tons for consumption in Canada, and
59,890 tons exported to. the United
States. The production of coke in
1907 shows an. increase over the pre-
ceding year of 17,156 tons, and the
sales of coke an - incréase of 12,831
tons, equally divided between the
Canadian and United States markets.

The ; coke ‘sales: of- this . company
would have been considerably-greater
but that the drop in:the:selling price
of copper, followed by a financial de-'
pression,- caused the large smelters in
the Boundary district, which ‘obtain
their coke supply hepe, to .suspend
operations for about two months out
of the year. The coal and coke pro-
duction were adversely affected dur-
ing' the_earlier part of the year by a
shortage of cars, and insufficient labor
with which to carry on the work.

Placer Gold. ;

The production of placer gold during
the year 1907 was about $828,000, a
decrease of $120,400, or 12.7 per cent,
as compared with the previous year.

The production of . placer gold is
subject to sudden fluctuations, the
discovery of new diggings causing a
rise, but, as is always the case with
this .class. of mining, a few years sees
the richer ground worked out and it
takes some further years to permit of

. Craw's Nest Total
‘Coast, ass, “for Pro.
698,041 8,221 ' 916,262
359,666 1,410 . 651,076
22088 ..ol 22,038
509,631 1,589,376
140,987: ~ 155,579

|
14,592
60,110

14,812 200,877 215,689
mining becoming established.

The Atlin district is at present the
largest producer of placer gold, con-
tributing nearly half of the total pro-
vincial output. Here the larger com-
panies now produce about 70 per cent.
of the gold recovered, the remaining
30 per cent. being obtained by indi-
vidual miners, a large proportion of
whose production is obtained from
“drifting operations, - which. can be
carried on ' in winter. “In this district
royalty was collected on about $340,-
000 worth of gold. i s

The two dredges which were operat-
ed for a short time a. couple of years
ago have been now abandoned, it be-
ing admiitted that, although the ground
carried sufficient gold, the.character
of the deposit—a clayey gravel con-
taining large boulders, together with a
hard and .uneven .bedrock—rendered
the problem a hard one to. solve.

After the difficulties to be experi-
enced with a dredge were realized, a
‘steam ‘shovel’ was*established on' Far
flats, dredging up the gravel dry and
conveying it ‘in cars to an elevated
washing - appargtus, which obviates
many ' of the "‘troubles met with in
dredging. : ‘This:shovel has been stead-
Aly -in operation-fand is -ifeported to
have made a,good saving and a large
production, but neither these figures
nor the profit or loss balance can be
given, i

The Dease Lake section of the Stik-
ine "district has been a disappoint-
ment this year owing to mishaps to
the two companies working there. The
individual miner has almost disap-
peared from this once famous campy
. There is’a slight falling oft in the/
gold ‘output’ of ‘the 'Caribdo - district,
but the district has' fairly maintained
its 'standard of production, sdme
$350,000 having 'been recovered  this
year. . P

Fort Steele division still- continues
to produce a little placer from the old
workings on Wild Horse creek.

The lower Fraser river and the
Thompson river have almost ceased
to produce gold, the dredges establish-
ed there having been anything but a

Lode Gold. g

The value of the gold produced
/from lode mining in the province dur-
ing the year 1907 was $4,855,020, a de-
crease of $675,619. or about 12,5 per
cent,. . About 95 per cent. of the goldl
thus produced is recovered : from |
smelting copper-bearing ores. . .The!
only stamp-mill of any importance.in
operation ig at Hedley, in:-the Osoyoos
mining division; . which' mined and
milled about 32,000 tons of ore, from
which was recovered about $475,000.
Silver.

The total amount of silver produced
in the province during the year 1907
was 2,745,448 ounces, valued at $1,708,-
826, a decrease in amount of 244,814
ounces and in value of the product of
$193,495.

About 72 per cent. of the silver pro-
duced is found associated with lead,

in_argentiferous galena, the remainder |-

being ' found ‘in. conjunction
‘copper-bearing ores.

The Slocan district, including Ains-
worth mining | division,” provided 32
per cent. of the total provincial out-
put and Fort Steele mining division
30 per cent., all from ‘argentiferous
galena, -although the output of both
these districts is less than it was last

year.
Lead.

There was produced in the province
during 1907 about - 47,738,703 pounds
of lead, having a market value of $2,-
291,458, a decrease, as compared with |
the preceding year, in amount of
4,669,614 pounds, and in ‘valie of
$376,120. The lead produection is ‘de-
rived chiefly from the Fort Steele
mining division, as is shown in the
following table:

Mining District—
Fort Steele 87,626,194 78.61
Slocan .... ........ 4,305,826 9.00
Ainsworth ... . 8,654,775 7.66
Nelson 1,582,113 3.32
All other districts.. 669,795 1.41

g 47,738,703 100.00
. g Cooner .
The oufput of copper for 1907 was

40,832,720 1bs., having a gross value of
$8,166,644. . This outvut is not’ yuite
as great as that of the preceding year,
which is to he accounted for by the
fapt that the larger Lopper-producing
mines were only run.for about nine
‘months of the year, the smelters hav-
ing been shut down, at least partially,
for a month in the spring, owing to a
shortage of the coke supply, while in
the fall the drop in thée price of cop=
per, accompanied by the financial de-
pression in the East, closed the mines
for another two mon&ths. For the nine
months the mines were in operation
the output was, greater than ever be-
fore for 'a similar period.

The most serious falling off in pro=-
duction has peen in the Coast Dis-
triet, while the greatest increase has
been made in the Rossland Camp, fol-
lowed by 'the Nelson Division, in a les-
ser degree. .

with

1bs. lead.. p.c. total

TAKE NOTICE that ‘30 days after
;late I 1ntemil totalx;ply to F. 8. Hussey
or a renewal o cense for the Dease
Lake Hotel, Dease, Lake,: i

NETT.

G. 8. AR
Victoria, May 29th, 1908,

WANTED—Thirty  to fifty sections . of
timber, east -coast of Island or on
Mainland. "P. D. Hillis, Room 9, Met-
ropolitan Building. * 20

T
‘' municipality- of South -Saan?ch

.what scale of pay should be.adopted
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The following table shows thé pro-
duction of-the various+@istricts for the
years 1905, 1006 and 1907: - h

1905.

3 Pounds.
Boundary -disteict .iveeee. 27,670,644
Rossland District .i<... ... 5,800,294
Coast & Cassiar Distriet.,.. 3,437,236
Yale-Kamloops Distiict..... 680,808
Nelson District .. ..o 92,663
Other Districts .. 10,606

seberessnnne

stone,’ grénlte and andesite have been

in sibne has become more general, and |

several very good quarries of sand-

1906.° 1907,
Pounds. Pounds. Percent.
5 32,226,782 81,621,650 7.
4,750,110 5,080,276 12,
5,431,269 8,767,967 .
S 356,377 36,120
216,034 434,222
10,916 2,686 .

37,692,251

The ‘averageé assay of the copper ores:
of the various camps, bdsed upon’the
copper recovered, were as'follows:

Boundary, 1.34 per: cent copper;
Coast, 1.99 per cent, and Rossland, 0.885
per cent copper.: i :

Other Minerals.

There has been practically no:iren
ore rmined in the province this past
year, with the exception of some 1,500
tons of bog iron ore mined and shipped
from Quatsino sound; which ' deposit
having been found unprofitable, owing
to its shallowness, was then.abandoned.
From the numerous known geposits of
‘magnetite no ore was'shipped, although
considerable work, of a prospecting na-
ture, was done.-

The mining of zinc ore has béen
practically at 'a_standstill. The Lucky
Jim mine. in the Slocan, shipped some
17120 tons 'of ore, which ‘had been
mined during ‘#9¢6, but no fresh mining
was. done,  ‘Certdin mines in the Slocan
district produ small  quantities of
‘zine "blend | as jBoncentrates, ‘separated
from Hrgentiférous galéna' as. a by-
product, but this ore has not, as yet,
been sold or treated.

Considerable work has been done on
the old  Blue Bell mine, opposite Ains-
worth, and a alarge quantity of zine ore
developed, for the treatment of which
a concentrator is now 'in process of
erection.

The zinc smelter erected at Frank,
in Alberta, for the treatment of -British
Columbia zinc' ores, has :not, as. yet,
been started.

The Canada Zinc company, Limited,
has begunjhe building of a small plant

POt E i

at Nelson,/designed to treat the com-
plex ‘galefna-zinc blende. ores of the
Slocan district by a process of electric
smelting under the Snydeér patents,
whereby it is hoped to recover the lead
and zinc in the metallic state, and also
Save the silver .contents with the lead.
The electricity for the process is to be
obtained from Bonnington fals. The
tightness of the money market delayed
the comstruction of the plant, but the
provincial legislature, at its 1908 ses-
sion, advanced a loan of $10,000 to aid
in completing the plant.

Platinum is known to exist in vari-
ous parts of the province, associated
with placer gold in alluvial workings,
but it has as yet beén mined only as a
by-product, -and as the plaeer working
in these particular districts has this
year been slight, no appreciable pro- |
duction of platinum*has been made.

The province abounds in quarry sites
from which excellent building stone
cpuld be obtained, and doubtless will
as soon as building in stoné becomes
more general, but at present very little
stone is used in the interior, except for
special works.. On:the coast, building

4 42,980,488 40,832,720 ;00
opened up on tide water. In a previous
report’ off this bureau a detailed de-
scription. was ‘given of the more im-
portant quarries.

The manufacture of red brick is in-
creasing rapidly to supply an increas-
ing demand. , Suitable clay. deposits are
found in all élstticts. but the manufac-
ture on any important scale has been
naturally confined to the vicinity of
the larger towns and cities. For the
most part, the output is the product
of small brickyards, although two or
three larger.yards have been estab-
lished near Vancouver.

The fire brick plant at Comox, for-
merly suplied with clay from the ad-
jacent coal mines, has not been worked
lately, but the codl mines shipped some
488 tons of fire clay, to be used in _the
manufaecture of pottery.

Av Clayburn, near Vancouver, a very
good .deposit of fire clay exists, from
whigh -2 good quality of pressed brick
and fire brick. is being made. ,

The. Silica Brick and Lime’ company
has built and’is operating a plant near
Victoria for the manufacture of lime-
silica brick, The output of the plant
for the portion of the year 1907 that it
has been in operation was, approxi-
mately 1,100,000 brick. The brick is of
a light gray color and serves as a front
brick, ‘and is sold at about $15 a thou-
sand."

The manufacture of lime is''carried
on in a small way at a number of
points, while at Victoria, on ‘Saanich
arm, on Texada island, near Vancou-
ver, and elsewhere, are kilns making a
considerablé outpul. The greater part
of the production is made on the coast,
where the limestone deposits afe par-
ticularly pure, yielding a lime of ex-
ceedingly good quality.

The only company actually produc-
ing cement in British Columbia is the
Vancouver Portland- Cement company,
with works at Tod inlet, on the Saanich
arm, about 13 miles by road from Vic-
toria. The company sold in 1907 some
143,226 barrels (350 pounds) of Port-
land cement, of a total value of $215,000,
of which quantity 125,000 barrels were
used in the province. The capacity of
the plant now constructed and in op-
eration s considerably greater than
this ‘output would indicate, as about
3,000,000 barrels can be turned out in
the year. #5 A

No sucdessful, or very serious, at-
tempts have as yet been made. in the
province at drilling: for petroleum. A
railway into the Flathead country will,
in .all ‘probability, ‘be built within a
couple of years to certain coal fields
on 'the south fork of Michel.creek, and,
when this is completed, doubtless some
serious attempt will be made to de-
velop the oil fields believed to exist
that section of the province.

COUNGIL ERAES SCALE
- OF MUGIPAL WAGES|
South Saanich Cb"l'mi:"illo‘r Runs

Foul of Road Super-
intendent

.

‘Whether Road Superintendent: Pim /',
‘was right in the scale of wages paid
men employed ‘on' the roads the
or,
‘whether,  as Councillor -Nicholson al-:
leged, he was practically showing dis- |
erimination, were  -questions 'which
agitated the mauniecipal’ council at last
night’s : fortnightly meeting. . ‘Couneil- |
lor Nigholson's vehement ; objections
started-when,. prior: to the meeting, he
had occasion to 100k over the pay list
prepared. by the road superintendent
and . when the matter ‘was taken up!
Just before the meeting concluded the:
argument. became strenuous. Council-
lor Nicholson wanted to ow whether
the council as the elected representa-
tives .of the ratepayers of the munict-|
pality had any say as to what pay.
should be given or had they to bow
down to the decision of the road su-
perintendent.. . He. pointed. out where
some (of¢ the workmén were, gettlngi
$2.25 a day and others $2.60 and $2.75.
vt looks mighty ifunny,” he averred.
Mr. Pim 'éxplained ‘that he paid the
men what they were worth. Some of
them were .merely ordinary laborers,
some wer?:possessed of  considerable

0

skill ‘as' rfekmen and in other work'
and the remen he had paid at a
higher - rate. " Heé declared that he
knew what he was doing and that he
was showing no diserimination. “If
you don’t like it,” he shouted at Coun-1
cillor Nicholson, “Pll resign. I know-
my business better than ‘you do.”
Against Discrimination.

Councillor Nicholson was ‘not ob-
jecting, he sald, to the workmen being
paid $2.50 or even $2.756 but he could
not see why some got it and others
did not.. He ‘wantea to see all the
workmen treated -alike.
tendent's threat to resign was dubbed
by Councillor Nicholson as “bull doz-
ing” and he declared that if the super-
intendent wanted to tesign he could
do so. ' There were lots of other com-
petent men’' who could .be got to fill
the position.

Reeve Quick .called attention to the
practice of paying the foremen fifty
cenis a day more than the other work-
men. ~‘There had been some' ‘‘kicks”
made and he felt that the council
should séttle the matter and decide on )

so that no disputes Would arise. *I
have the power to fix the pay,” shout-
ed Mr. Pim. “The late reeve told me
so and I know what I am doing.”
Councillor Haldon considered that
the road superintendent . was appointed
1o look after .the road work and that
he should have the say in the. matter
of fixing the pay,  but. Cduncilior
Nicholson maintained-that'if snch was
he case the council had'better go out
f busginess at onee, ' . - 1
Councillor Mannix suggested that in
the case of the foremen the ratepayers
of each ward should choose their own,
thus - glving - mahy  competent men in}|
the municipality an' opportunity  of.
getting work, but finally 'on motion of
Councillor Pointer the council fixed
the rule that hereafter the scale of pay
should ‘be $2.25° for wunskilled labor;
§2.50 for skilled and rockmen and $2.75
for forethen. With this' arrangement
Councillor Nicholson-declared he was
not satisfied and he wished his pro-|
test made note of, declaring that "“we
shall hear of this later.” L

Will: Get Legal Adyvice.
The question of whether the munis
cipality is responsible for damage.dene
by water  flowing from the ' higher

| levels upon the ‘property’ of those ond villag
& lower lavel was brought up by a

‘had not done so in this

The superin-i'

-the rails and leave the ‘road in bad

‘of the municipality. :

tion of the municipal constable in

‘took the' opportunity of “enlightening

‘have’ the Indians of the Tsartlip and

: Y
communication from Messrs. Elliott &
SHandley, barristers, .who, on behalf of
their. client, F‘;ed]erlck Saul, owner of
2, :poxtion of the land formerly know
Qspzh?éor h"Dbziry »I;‘iarm, p);irgéd,hfg
property. was being, damaged. by rea-
soﬁpg‘; ‘the ‘drai)nthk’fot W:fer from;the
réad and lands lying east of Quadra
street., Mr. Saul is being threatened
with litigation by the owners of the
land still further east ‘onto whese pro-
perty the -water is also being drained.

Councillor Nicholson pointed out that
it the council was responsible in this
case there we a’ thousand other
cases where it is equally. liable and
to meet all claims would require thou-
sands of dollars.  He strongly advo-
cated that the council secure legal ad-
vice as to its exact position in the
matter.  “Now is the time ’for the
counctl’ to take a stand,” he main-
tained. ' “We are up ‘against it now
and we might as well know where we
are at” It was decided to secure the
legal ‘advice and Mr. Saul will be 'so
notified.

“An application of A. T. Goward, local
manager .of the B.' C. Electric com-
pany, for the grade of Mount Tolmie
avenue along which the company pro-
poses to locate a work track .to  the
gravel pits at Mount Tolmie was held
over for a week pending the refer-
‘ence of the matter to, the solicitors. of
the municipality. Mr. Goward stated
that the company has already’ made
arrangements with the city so far as
that’ portion of the road within the
city limits is”eoncerned.

Recalls Former Promise.

Reeve Quick stated that on a previ-
ous occasion thé company had prom-
fsed to ask the council’'s permission
when it ggain -wished to construct any
line within the municipality but it
case. He
doubted if the company had any right
to run its line wherever it wished and
he referred 'to’the advice given last
yvear by Messrs, ~Yates & Jay, who
had besn consulted, to the effect that
“the council ‘has the right to " enter
into-any  agreement for the ‘best ad-
vantage of the municipality and could
prevent the tearing up of the streets
and roads of the municipality until
fuch an agreement had ‘been entered
nto.” : !
The  council proposes to spend a
considerable amount on that portion
of Mount Tolmie this year. If it was
the intention of the company.to carty
passengers on the proposed new line
the ecouncillors would not object but
they feel that the company will prob-
ably, when it is through ' with the
track, either leaye it there 'or tear up

condition, as ‘it was claimed, was ‘done
on a previous ocasion in another part

Alexander P. Blyth, whose goat
came in for some ‘attention at ' ‘the
last meeting of the council, several
complaints having been made by Mr,
Blyth’s neighbors of what they claim-
ed was.a nuisance, answered the acd<

ordering the animal tied 'up, by Wwrit-
ing that, “the animal had Jatterly been
kept tied up in the middle of a fleld
and is nowimo nuisance. Mr. Blyth

some of the members, on the item. of
patural  history,” by explaining 'the
valie of goat's milk as an article of
diet, many doctors of Victoria, he
‘averred, having ordered their patients
to eschew the ‘hovine product for that
of the goat, and he thought there was
a great .chance for anyoné who had
the capital to go into the goat rais-
ing indudstry. ) :

The attempt of the 'munigipality; to

Tsawont villages, whose reserve - is
within the munieipality do work upon
the roads in the way of repairing and
mainténance  has resulted in failuve,
The matter was taken up with the
Indian department and a communica-
tion “from Ottawa has practically set-
‘tled. the matter.  The communication
stated .that the ', Indians ‘of . Tsartlip
¢ have now to repair and main-
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Butter, per Ib.. .. ..
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allotments, and their chief refuses to
ask his people to build roads for
the white people without pay, though
the Indians would help to repair the
roads through the reserve, At Tsa-
wont village the Indians express a
similar determination but they are
willing, as nearly all the reserve is a
coarse gravel ridg®, that the munici-
pality should send men to haul gravel
for good repair outside the reserve if
the municipality would repair the
bridge but the Indian would protest
.against doing statute labor. The
communication from the Indian De-
partment at Ottawa also states “There
is also the further question which
cannot be lightly considered, namely
the attitude of the provincial govern-
ment towards the title to Indian re-
serves in  British Columbia.
Such ‘time as this matter is disposed

not” very "well tself 0" éx.
penditurés upon property, the owner-
shilp of which 1s alleged to be doubt-
ful.” b

- FEAST FOR THE MORBID

Five Thousand People Gather at Auc-
tion Sdle of Articles on Guinness
Murder Farm

Laporte, Ind.,, May 30.—The auction
sale of the personal property left by
Mrs. Belle Guinness yesterday was
attended by  between four and five
thousand people.. Many of the articles
brought five and ten times their cost
price.. It is estimated that the teotal
receipts were more than three times
what they would have been at an or-
-dinary sale. 5

- The postal card vendors and fakers
and refreshment and Juncheon stand
owners did a thriving  business, At
one time during the day more than
five hundred rigs were tied about the
‘farm. The greatest interest ‘centered
‘in -the sale of the horse driven by
. Mrs. Guinness, = the pony and cart
driven by the Guinness childréen and a
shepherd ' watchdog. All  of these
- were secured ‘by local people, ‘and ‘all
brought fancy prices, the dog alone
selling for $107. ¥

Coroner Mack last night filed an-

identified = bodies, “He is unable fo
‘determine’ cause of death, though it is
 charged that the man was murdered
py' persons to the coroner unknown.

KILLED WITH HAMMER

Young Man Tells Chicago Police Story
of Murder of Robert G.
: Holmes 2

Chicago, May 30.—David Jacobson,
19 years of age, who was arrested on
suspicion of having a knowledge of the
murder of Robert C. Holmes, the pur-
.chasing agent of the Edison Common-
. wealth Company, who was.found dead
in an alley on the morning of May 21,
has gonfessed to the police that he was
present at the killing of HMolmes, al-
though. he denies having taken part in
. the actual mupder. Jacobson, in his
confession, implicates other 'men who
.are in custody. They are Samuel Mc-
Ewen, colotetl; Charles 'Lewis and
George Miller. Their ages range from
19, to 24. <
" Jacobson told the police that Me-
Ewen attacked Holmes ang knocked
“him down, and that Lewis struck him
“'with a hammer. -Jacobson said that
he, ‘Mcliwen, Lewis and Miller, “had
been employed at the Randolph stree
“depot of the Illinois’ Central till mig-
‘night. ‘They camé up the street to-
gether, and near Adams street saw a
-large man who they- determined to
2ob.. - “McEwen, Jacobson - deelares,
struck Holmes, ‘knocking him - down,
"and Lewis beat him on the head ‘with
a hammer which' he drgw. from his
pocket.

found afterwards, and robbed him.

I The.arrests of.the three other men
were promptly made, and all. of .them
deny having been connected with the
murder in any way. They admit hav-
ing been with Jacobson on the night
of May 21st, but all told a consistent
story of their whereabouts, and their
statements aye now being investigated.

. Drowned While Sailing. .

Fort William, Ont.,' May' 26.—
| Johnston and: Bert Jenkins, both’
‘ployees in " lo hotels, ~have -been |
nissing since Sunday afternoon, and

*hos,
féars are entertalned that they have
Peen drowned. Then went out on the’

tain the road to their several small

bay salling and bave not been hegrd

Watch our Tuesday advertisement and
Yates Street Window display

B.C. HARDWARE CO., LTD.

Until |.
of satisfactprily this dgpartnient can-[S
; ll&mmm(t 1 et ‘to

They then dragged Holmes |
-into the alley,. where his body was |

Tuesday next
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‘Whole Corn, per 100 lbs. ...
‘Cracked Corn, per 100 lba.%.,
Hay, Fraser River, per ton..
Hay, Prairie, per ton -
Hay, Alfalfa Clover, per ton..,
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Celery, two heads .......esees
Lettuce, two heads '......
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Potatoes, local, per.sack ......
New Potatoes, four pounds.... .2
Caulifiower, eaGi «...s0s . 415 to .25
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Asparagus, per- 1b. .. ..
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. Eggs— 4 : ;
Fresh Island, per dozen ....sw -
Cheese— i

Canadian, per Ih.:.

reamery, per 1b. ...
Cowichan Creamery, per 1lb...
Fruis.
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Pork, dressed, per 1b
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. Put it to the test, let your tea-not
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