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The System
Defective

Dr. Clarke’s Report on New West-
minster’s Insane Asylum
Received.

Business Day in the House—No
Debates But Many
Bills.

Legislative Assembly,
Monday, March 4.

The Speaker took the chair at 2°
o'clock p.m. Rev, J. F. Vichert re-
cited prayers, after which Hon. Mr.
Prentice presented the report of C. K.
Clarke, M. D., superintendent of the
Rockwood asylum for the insane, King-
ston, Ont., who was appointed a com-
missioner to inquire into and report on
the general administration of the huspi-
tal for the insane at New Westwmivister,

The following extracts contuair tha
more salient features of Dr. Clarke's
report: 5 1

One of the most serious questions to
be dealt with at New Westminster is
that of the emormous psr capita cost,
which has now risen to no less than
$255 per annum, when, theoreticaily,
with the enlargement of the building
and increased number of patients, it
should have fallen,

Much time was given to a study of
this problem, and there is not the slight-
est reason why a very great reduction
cannot be made, by means of a comn-
plete  re-organization of the staff,
stricter economy, and a different system
of contrelling supplies. “This, supple-
mented by a proper development of
patients’ labor in carrying on the affairs
of the institution, will make such a dif-
crence that there is no reason why the
New Westminster hospital shall con-
tinze to rank as the most expensive 1n
Canada. Of these things I shall speak
in detail,

In looking over the pay list, one is
immediately struck, not only by its
length, but by the very high salaries
paid to many of the subordinates—
salaries out of all proportion to the
work done. It is stated that living 1s
much greater in the West than in the
East, consequently the rate of wages is
necessarily higher. An examination of
the contracts does not confirm the belief
that the difference in cost is very great;
at all events, this factor does not come
into the calculation when considering
the salaries of employees, because tiley
not only receive their board, but in
most instances their clothes and much
of their washing as well It is, of
course, only fair and just that attend-
ants should be well rewarded, if they do
their duty as they should, as the posi-
tion is a trying one; but there is no
reason why they should be paid more
than market value for their services.
My impression is that the present rate
paid is much too high, and 1 womla
recommend that men who enter the ser-
vice in future should be remunerated
according to experience and merit. A
man who entered at $30, with uniform,
board and washing, and who proved
efficient, might work up to $35 event-
ually, or to $37 if he became supervisor;
the rate of pay would be ample even in
the West.

With the female attendamts the rate
should also be reduced. Exeellent
nurses, who have been trained speciaily
for the work, can be had for $20 or $25
per monthe” What should be done for
the femdle attendants is teo have a
rroper /training  system sdoptedd and ..
remupération offered on a scale AnC-
ing gradually from:' $20 to $25 per
month. Where this plan is in foree,
excellent results follow, and when a
nurse has been trained for two years
and becomes specially qualified to care
for the insane, she can easily obtain a
a good living at private mursing if she
is not content with institution life.
When proper inducements are held out
to educated girls to take up the uursing
of the insane, they enter into the werk
enthusiastically, develop the idea that
the hospital is a place for eare rather
than detention, and by their good ex-
ample generally establish an esprit de
corps that is invaluable. Any hospital
for the insane which has gone through
the experience of having a regime with
attendants, followed by a regime with
trained nurses, is an objeet lesson even
to those who are not alienists. At New
Westminster a training school would
necessarily be small, but none the less
efficient for that reason. With the
existing building it would mot be pos-
sible to reduce the staff of nurses,
although, as will be suggested later on,
a different arrangement of the officers
would throw somewhat greater responsi-
bility on the assistant matron.

Now, in regard to the staff of male
attendants, it is a pretty generally ac-
cepted opinion that in an institution
where the majority of patients are
chronics, one attendant for twelve in-
mates is ample. Where there are de-
tached buildings, such as cottages for
quiet and harmless dements, the propor-
tion may safely be raised to one for six-
teen to twenty patients. Structural ar-
rangements will always render the pro-
portion high at New Westminster, un-
less when future additions are made a
somewhat better type of building 18
adopted. Dr, Manchester, at my re-
quest, kindly furnished a Statement of
the number of attendants employed at
the time of my visit. ‘There were 21,
not including night watchmen doing
duty, the ratio being one attendant to
ine patients. This means that a vety
Mmaterial reduction ean be made to'the
staff.  'When an elaborate scheme for
the employment of patients is adopted,
this can readily be effected with benefit
to patients and employees, especially if
! rational system of classification be
lustituted.  After looking at the ques-
ton from every point of view, 1 can see
1o reason why these reductions should
not be made at once, with a marked les-
Sening of cost .of maintenance, 1 made
1 careful inquiry into the duties of
¢very official in the institution, and find
that there is no reason why some posi-
fions should exist. For example, a
barber ig employed at $30 per month.
Attendants can and should do the work
of shaving and hair-cutting; such is the
Ifactice in mearly every institution;
there is no reason why it should nof be
ipplied here,  The taflor employs an
eoustant, who costs the dnstitution
°=08.75 for salary per amnum, and
M1.40 for meals, a total of $300.15. 1If
male patients were taught to sew, and
“ome of the women patients.were called
°nl to help with this work, tife expendi-
tnre could easily be avoided. The tailor
S an industrious and excellent official,
s his  returns show, but nearly The
Whole of his time is taken up in making
""lforms for the attendants, who re-
five two suits each year. 'Three suits
' two years would be ample.

The services of the shoemaker shovid

t-' disnensed with. = According to a re-

furnished me by the clerk, this official
costs. $1,000.89 and produces $65%.55;
this, too, allowing $1 for the repairs
made to each pair of boots and slippers,
an amount far too great.

The position of farm manager appears
to be an anomaly, when one con-
siders that there is no farm to be taken
care of. KEven with largely increased
area of tillable dand, the gardener
should be able, with the assistance of
working patients in charge of attend-
ants, to accomplish the work with little
trouble to himself and a great profit to
the institution. During the winter time
the gardener should be able to ass.st
with some of the other departments of
the institution. It is a question if there
is room for an engineer and a plumper
in such a small institution. When 1t is
remembered that there is no machinery
beyond a small engine and dynamo, that
the plumbing to be done should he prac-
tically nil, it immediately occurs that
one skilled man is enough to do  the
work requiring two mechanics at pres-
ent. Whether he is to be supplanted
by a night stoker for three winter
months is an open question; certainly
this staff can be reduced, especially if
one of the firemen understands some-
thing of -work with tools. Such handy
men are generally available. A teum-
ster at $720, board and uniform, to lonk
after and drive one team of horses, Is a
luxury. ‘There is no doubt an intelli-
gent patient who has had some experi-
ence with horses, can, under the direr-
tion of attendants, be found to do this
work efficiently and satisfactorily. It 1s
questionable if the services of a plas-
terer are Trequired continuously. ine
plastering of the bailding is very poer
and requires much repairing, but not
enough to keep a man constantly em-
ployed; but if this dfficial could com-
bine the occupation of plastering with
painting, it might be adwvisable to retain
his services, especially if he (did ward
duty when not etherwise engaged.

The per capita rate for salaries in
Ontario is $43; in New Westminster
$123. The difference is too great to
be accounted for by the higher scale of
wages universal in the West or the
small sizé of the asylum here. Anofiier
question of interest is that of stricter
economy. ‘The system of controlling
supplies at New Westminster is not a
satisfactory one, and while it might be
safely adopted in a very small establish-
ment, it is out of place there. TUnftor-
tunately, the staff is composed of _many
individuals whose responsibility is so
strangely divided that almost a chaotic
state of affairs exists, and no proper
check upon supplies is kept. For ey
ample, no daily requisition for supplics
is issued. The cook simply gets what
he supposes will 'be needed, and of
course the inevitdble resuit is that more
than the requisite ‘quantity of provi-
sions is cdalled for. This is easily shown
by the amount of waste going to the
pigs. 'The waste from an asylum for
260 patients should not support 100
pigs, the average number said to be
kept at New Westminster,

The whole store system should be re-
organized, as the present arrangement 1s
guite unfair to the steward. Many
artieles purchased never reach the store,
and ‘there are so many purchasmg
agents that no end of eonfusion resvlts.

A .glance at the ‘bills for coal dunqg
the past year makes plain that there is
a defect either in the heating arrange-
ments or in the 'management of them.
The fact that the enormous increase in
the consumption of fuel dates from the
instadllation of the new plant, leavescn
impression that ‘there may be inhercnt
defects in the system. When it-is re-
marked that in this institution there are
no demands for ‘steam for pumping
water, no machinery ‘to 'be run in car-
penter’s shop or:laundry—in faect, there
‘is no machinery outside the sma_ll elec-
‘tric lighting plant—the wonder is that
the coal bill is so ‘high. Add to this
the faect that the ¢limate is a particu-
larly mild one, and the marvel at the
“cost is still greater. During the year:
1900 ‘the cost of the fuel and lighting
at the New Westminster asylum was
$7,837.75, or, in other words, the per
capita expenditure something in tne:.
neighborhood of $32. As a matter o?
comparison, I have turned up a recent
Teport of the inspector of public chari-
ties in Ontario, and ‘have computed the
per capita cost of heating and lighting
during an average year. In the six
hospitals the averageiis $17. 1In three
of these institutions this amount 1n-
dluded the pumping of the water sup-
ply, and in all, the running of much
machinery in Jaundries -and workshops.
The climate in Ontario ‘is not by any
means a mild one, including as it does
a severe winter and long and cold
autumn and spring. 'Coal is, in some
localities, somewhat chegper ‘than 1n
New Westminster; in others about fhe
‘sgme |price. 3

‘On 1gvery hand it i freely admitted
that under the -management of the
present medical superintendent a won-

advance has ‘been 'made in the
care and treatment of ‘the patients at
New Westminster—advances in the face
of great difficulties. It is much to his
credit that such has been ‘the case, and
when I suggest that further qdvances
should 'be attempted, it is not intended
to reflect on the :geod work already
done. 'The medical superintendent ap-
pears to carry the respect and good-
will of all those whe come in .contact
with him, and I am satisfied that he
has made every effort to keep up with
the times. In going through the wards
and  eenversing with attadents and
patients, *he general impressicn was re-
ceived thet the highest ideals of hospital
work had not yet been addiered. In
cther words, 1he empiogces - had not
reulized the truth that fbe irstituton
was built for the patients, who were
there for eare and  treatment. While
there was no indication of abuse or un-
kindness, there was ‘the attitude of
“keeper,” rather than of nurse, or even
attendant. -

Perhaps ‘the surroundings and lack of
facilities for dev ent account for
this, and as the employees seem to be an
unusually and nt body of
men, no doubt higher ideals may be
worked up to. The wards are painfully
depressing, being ill furnished and lack-
ing sadly in brightness. The windows
are curtainless, and the walls—with, 1

ward—unpainted. Very small expendi-
tures would remedy all this, especially
as patients and attendants could 4o
much of the work required. The dining.
rooms are unattractive, and mno effort
seems to be made to ‘induce patients to
cultivate the nicer feelings. Ewven if
they are, for the great part, rough men,
it weuld appeal to the better side if the
table service were more attractive and
the meals comfortably served. ®Some-
thing should be done to remedy this, the
first step being to supply knives and
forks. There are few patients who
would not appreciate the change. 'Too
much cannot be done in the way of
humanizing and refining unfortunates,
whose tendency is. if left to themselves,
to degenerate. The custom, too. of put-
ting practically the whele household to
bed at 7, or earlier, is, in my opinion. a
mistake, and can scarcely be defended
on medical grounds. It is convenient
for the attendants, a ,‘knrds}:lp for the
natients.  The monotony of ‘ward life is
dreadful enough, without this addition.

10 based largely on his own figures,

Tt s a' eardinal urh‘tgtlﬂ in  hospital
management that the employees should

think, the exception of these in one |{
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begin te assume a meore prominent. part
in the affairs of the institution than the
patients, it is time to call a halt. Itis
not possible that the attendants at New
Westminster should receive so much
freedom from duty and also give an
adequate service for the safety and pro-
tection of the patients. After locking-
up time—say 7 o’clock—the whole staif,
save three men and a night watch, go
off until 10:30 p.m.
would be in case of fire one does not
care to think. A much larger propor-
tion should be retained,

1f at any time it is considered advis-
able to emlarge the asylum, I would
suggest that some arable land be pur-
chased in the vicinity, and a farm col-
ony, such as we have at Rockwood, in-
stituted. This is a cheap but home-
like building, erected largely by patients’
labor, and giving accommodation for 32
patients. 1t is managed by two at-
tendants, one of whom, with patients’
labor, cares for 80 milch COWs, super-
vises the milking, has charge of the p1g
pens, and helps with the farm work.
I'he colony contains the happiest pa-
tients at Rockwood. 1t is a cheap ana
satisfactory method of housing harmless
chronies, and they give no end of help
with the farm work. If no other ocecu-
pation can be found for the men in
winter time, a system of drill and physi-
cal culture will be found most attract-
ive. This is interesting and useful both
to chronics and acute cases. There are
a thousand and one ways in which the
idea of occupation may be profitably de-
veloped.

In making these criticisms, it may
appear that the good points at New
Westminster have been overlooked, but
such is not the case, = There is an at-
mosphere about the place plainly indi-
cating that- the sins of omission have
been far greater than those of commis-
sion, and I feel satisfied That the com-
ments made will be received in a proper
spirit. The surgical ward, with 1ts
magnificent operating room, betokens a
proper regard for the scientific part of
the work, and many admirable features
about the establishment commend them-
selves to the visitor. I heard no seri-
ous complaints from inmates regarding
their treatment, and it is apparent that
in the course of a natural evolution the
comparatively small defects pointed out
will disappear. My mission being one
of investigation with the idea of sug-
gesting improvements, necessarily makes
me assume an apparently ungracious

role, but I have endeavored to make
plain what are my honest convictions,
the fundamental principle being that cne
cannot have too high an idea of the
{proper, relations which should exist be-
‘t\veon patient and employee.

Agam 1
have to record my sense of obligation
to the various officials who made an un-
pleasant and embarrassing duty so sim-
| Dle.

REPORTS.

Mr. Helmcken presented the first re-
port from the private bills and standing
| orders committee, which was received
and adopted, as follows:

That the standing orders in connec-
tion with the undermentioned petitions
had been complied with: Chilcat & Kla-
hini Railway; British Columbia Plate
Glass Insurance Company; Crawford
Bay Railway; Presbyterian Church
Trustee Board; Lake Bennert Railway
Company; Queen Charlotte Island Rail-
way; Coast-Kootenay Railway; Tie-
toria Terminal Railway; Vietoria Ter-
minal Railway By-Law; Imperial ra-
cific Railway; Columbia & Western
Railway; District Power & Telephone
Company; Midway & Vernon Railway.

Mr. Helmcken presented the second
report from the private bills committee,
which was received, as follows:

That ths standing orders in connection
with the vnder-mentioned petitions
Lhave not been eomplied with:

No. 53—Trail Water Records.

No. 68—Grand Forks City Deben-
tores.

* With regard to petition No. 53 four
committee beg to report that while the
J-:ublication of the notice is suficient,
the notice itself does mot contain. a suf-
ficient statement of the locality; but
Your committee is of the opinion that
the standing orders should be suspend-
ed. so as to admit of the bill being intro-
duced, and recommend the same accord-
ingiy.

With regard to petition No. 68, your
committee bez to report that, ‘while pub-
lication was sufficient, no copies of the
petition and notices were deposited nor
fees paid within the time allowed by
the rules. Your committee find that
the said petition has mot been objected
to, and as the proposed bill is in the pub-
lic interest of the city of Grand Forks,
Yyour committee is of the opinion that

0 as to admit of the bill being intro-
duced, and beg to recommend the same
accordingly.

All of which is respectfully submitted.

H. DALLAS HELMCKEN,
- Chairman.

PRIVATE BILAS.

The following private bills were intro-
diced and read a first time:

Mr, Green—An Act te Incerporate
the Chilkat and Klahini Railway and
Navigation Company. Referred to the
railway committee.

Mr. Ellison—An Aet to Incorporate

,pany. Referred to the railway commit-
toe, i

Mr. Garden—An Act to Incorporate
be Coast-Kootenay Railway Company,
Limited. Referred to the railway com-
mittee,

Mr, Clifford—An Act to Incorporate
the Lake Bennett Railway Company.
Referred to the railway committee,

Mr. Tatlow—An Act to Incorporate
the British Columbia Plate Glass Insur-
ance Company. Referred to the private
bills  committee.

Mr. Clifford—An Act to Incorporate
the Queen Charlotte Islands Railway
Company. Referred to the railway
committee. ’

Mr. Hunter—An Act Incorporating
the Board of Trustees of the Presby-
terian Church in Canada. Referred to
the private bills committee,

Mr. McPhillips—An ‘Aect to Incorpor-
ate the Imperial Pacific Railway Com-
pany. Referred to the railway commit-

€e,

Mr. Helmcken—An Aect to.Incorporate
the Victoria Terminal Railway and Fer-
ry Company. Referred to the railway
committee, viy

Mr. Helmcken—An ‘Act Empowering
the Corporation of the City of Victoria
to lease the Market Building Premises,
and otherwise carry into effect the Vie-
toria Terminal Railway By-law, Re-
rerred to the private bills committee,

On motion of Mr. Helmcken, second-
ed by Mr. MePhillips, the standing or-
ders were suspended, the second report
of the private bills committee was adopt-
ed and leave was. granted to introduce

eords in the ' Trail Mining Division,
without the ﬁsyment of double fees, ;

Mr. Helmcken—An Act to Incorporate
the Crawford Bay Railway Company.
Referred to the railway committee.

Mr. Helmcken—An Act to amend the
Cclumbia and Western Railway Com-
puny Act, 1896. Referred to the rail-
way committee, y

lIr. Helmcken—An" Aet relating  to
certain by-laws of the Municipality of

the Corporation of the City of Grand

the standing rules should be suspended

the Midway and Vernon Railway Com- |

An Act to eonfirm certain Water Re-

be  well “treated, but the moment' they ' Forks.
commi

‘What the resuit !

|

|

t; ‘Referred to ‘the privdte bills
ee, - ‘

Mr. Dickie—An 'Act to Incorporate the
District ‘Power and Telephone Com-
pany. Referred to the private bills com-
mittee,

Mr. Helmcken—An Act to confirm
Water Records in the Trail ‘Mining Div-
ision, Referred to the private bills com-

mittee,
QUESTION.

Mr, Neill asked the Hon. the Chijef
‘Commissioner of Lands and Works the
following question:

Was a reserve placed on crown lands
on Grahame Island by notice of 30th
January? If so, to what purpose?

The Hon, Mr. Wells replied as fol-
Iows:

“Yes.

“In view of possible railway construec-
tion on the island.”

,SECOND READINGS.

The house then went into committee
ot the whole on the second reading of An
Act to Relieve the City of Phoenix from
certain Disabilities, and the committee
1eported the bill without amendments,
The third reading was fixed for to-day,

In committee of the whole the Act to
Accelerate the Incorporation of the City
of Slocan was considered, progress re-
ported and leave obtained to sit again
to-day.

In moving the house into committee
on the act respecting certain railway
lund grants, Hon. Mr. Eberts explain-
ed that in days gone by the Lieutenant-
Governor-in-Council had been empower-
ed to set aside certain lands for rail-
way purposes, but then and always it
had been the intention of “the govern-
ment that a royalty should be paid on all
timber and cordwood cut on that as well
as other crown lands. The Kaslo and
Slocan Railway Company had refused to
pay this royalty on the ground that it
was in the nature of a tax, to which the
company was not liable, and that in
the grant there was no specific mention
of a royalty. While holding that the

land acts in force covered the case fully, |

Mr. Eberts was of opinion that the pro-

posed act was mecessary to definitely

settle that all timber on erown lands,

however granted, was subject to pay

& royalty., The bill was then read a sec-

ond time. ;
SUPPLY.

On the motion of the Hon. Mr. Tur-
ner, seconded by the Hon. Mr. Duns-
muir, it was resolved,

“That a supply be granted to His Ma-
jesty, and that this house do resolve it-
self into a committee of the whole on
Friday next to consider the resolution.

QUESTION OF PRIVILEGE.

‘Mr. Neill rose to a question of privil.
¢ge, His name had been omitted from
the standing committee on mining to
which he had been nominated.

Mr, Speaker explained that a clerieal
error had been made, which would be
rectified forthwith.

FIRST READINGS.

The following bills were introduced
and read a frst time:

Hon. Mr. Eberts—An Act respecting
Commissions and Appointments on the
Demise of the Crown. Second reading
to-day.

Hon. Mr. Eberts—An Act to ameénd
the Land Registry Act Amendment Act,
1 Second reading to-day.

Hon. Mr. McBride—An Act to amend
the Placer Mining Act and amending

Acts.
NOTICES OF MOTION,

Mr. Oliver—On Thursday mext—

That an order of the house be granted
for copies of all correspondence in con-
nection with proposed government work
on the Yale road, Serpentine valley, and
the Town Line Road, Salmon river flats,
Langley. Also for copies of all corre-
spondence relating to ‘the appointment
o road foremen in Delta riding.

On Thursday next—

Mr. McPhillips to ask leave to intro-
duce a bill intituled The Children’s Pro-
tection Aect of Ontario. r ;

On Wednesday next—

Mr. McPhillips to ask leave to intro-
duce a bill intituled ‘The Deserted
‘Wives’ Maintenance Act,

Mr, Fulton—On Wednesday next—
‘Question to the Hon. the Attorrey-Gen-
erai—

Has the government received
timation that the B
Act, or the Labor
be disallowed ?

On TFriday next—

Mr. McPhillips to ask leave to intro-
duce a bill intitulad An Act to. regulate
Maternity Boarding Houses, and for the
Protection of Infant Children. =

Friday next—

Mr. McPhillips to ask leave to intro-
duce a bill intitnled Shop Regulation
Act (1900) Amendment Act, 1901,

Mr. Garden—On Wednesday next—
'Qn_lesﬁon of the Hon. the Attorney-Gen-
eral—

any in-
Immigration
Regulation Act, will

‘Will the government bring Gown the
report of the Collector of Voies for the

| €lectoral district of the city of Vancoun-

ver?
MUNICIPAL COMMITTEE.

The municipal committee met after
the adjournment of the house yester-

day afternoon and organized. Mr, Garden

was elected chairman and Mr. Denis
Murphy, secretary. The committee will
hold its first meeting some time during
this week. The committee is desirous
cf eonsidering municipal matters at an
carly date, 80 as not to allow too much
of the session to pass before com-
mencing work, as has been the case
hitherto.

The private bills committee will finish
its preliminary work to-day, thus leaving
a8 few mornings of this week for muni-
cipal work. Among others, the petition
of the Vancouver and Grand Forks
Raiiway Company will be considered.

D e —

A Useful Life Ended.—Miss M. Mec-
Gregor, who died at the Royal Jubilee
hespital yesterday, was. well known in
charitable cireles as a faithful, earnest
worker. Deceused had been a mission-
ary in India for several years, and while
in that eouniry sustained an aecident,
from which she never fully- recovered.
Her death will be regretted by a large
circle of friends, to whom she had en-
deared herself by her simple, loving
ways. The: faneral will take place on
Wednesday from Hanna's undertaking
parlors, and will be in charge of Vietoria
Council, R. T. of T., of which deceased
was a member. ¢

|Placer Mines

Amendments

Hon. Richard McBride’s Clear,
Concise Explanation of the
New Act.

8plendid Progress Made in Min-
ing—The Duke of York
Coming.

Legislative Assembly,
Tuesday, March 5.
The Speaker took the chair at 3
o’clock p.m.
After prayers by Rev. J. F. Vichert,
the following petitions were presented.
By Mr. Helmeken—From 8§, MeC.
Smith, Thomas F, Gold, J. P. Sannders
and others, re establishment of a pub.ic
park on the Songhees Indian reserve,
By Mr., McPhillips—From the war
Bagle Consolidated Mining & Develop-
ment Company and the Ceatre Star
N'Iml.ng_ Company, opposing tha private
bill intituled “An act to confirm certain
water records in the Trail mining divi-

sion.”
THE DUKE OF YORK.

Hon. Mr. Dunsmuir read the following
telegram from Aulay Morrison, M. P.:
* Ottawa, March 5, 1901,
1 Dunsmuir, Victoria:
| Pleased to inform you that the visit
of H. R. H. the Duke of York to British
¢ Columbia is practically fixed,

“AULAY MORRISON.”

‘The reading of the despatch was fol-
lowed by applause and cheers,

REPORTS.

Mr, Helmcken presented the third re-
port of the committee on private bills
and standing orders, which was received
as follows: Petitions of Granby Con-
solidated 8. & M. Co.; Kamloops &
Atlin Railway Co.; Crow’s Nest South-
ern.

Mr. Helmcken presented the fourth
report of the committee on private bills
and standing orders, and asked that the
rules be suspended in order that the re-
port might be adopted, which was con-
curred in.

That the standing orders in connection
with the under-mentioned petition have
not been ocmplied with: No. T1—Peti-
tion of the Arrowhead & Kootenay Rail-
way Company, inasmuch as there has
not been sufficient publication; but as
thg petition deals with a work of publie
utility, and asks for the extension of
time to complete a public work in
course of construction, and no objection
having been raised, your committee is of
the opinion that the rules should be sus-
pended so as to admit of the introduc-
tion of the bill, and beg to recommend
the same accordingly,

FIRST READINGS.

On motion of Hon. Mr. McBride, an
act to extend the provisions of the Cana-
dian Contingent Exemption Act, 1900,
was introduced and read a first time,
Second reading to-morrow.

The following private bills were intro-
duced and read a first time:

Mr. McPhillipe—An Aect to Incorpor-
ate the Crow’s Nest Southern Railway
Company. Referred to the railway eom-
mittee.

Mr. E. C. Smith—“An Act fo Lneor-
porate the Granby Conselidated Mining,
‘Smelting & Power Company, Limited.
Referred to the private bills coraniitiee.

Mr., Helmcken—An Act to Amend the
Arrowhead & -Kootenay Railway - Coms-
pany Act, 18G8. , Referred to the nail-
way Committee,

Mr. Hunter—An Act to Tncorporate
the Comox & Cape Scott Railway Com-

‘Hon, James

pany. Referred to the railwiy vom-

mittee,
QUESTIONS.

Hon. Mr. Eberts asked Mr, Cliftord to
let his question stand until.the return of
the provineial health inspector from the
Bast, where he has been attanding the
convention on tuberculosis,

In answer to Mr. Stables’ question, “Is
it the intention of the government to
take part in'the great exhibition to be
held at Glasgow, Scotland, this year?”
Hon. Mr, Dunsmuir answered *Yes.”

THIRD READINGS.

'An act to relieve the city of Phoenix
of certain disabilities was read a tnird
| time and passed. s

The house was then resolved into
committee of the whole on the Sloean
City Incorporation Act, Mr. Rogers
(Cariboo) in the chair. The bill was re-
ported with slight amendments. ‘I'he

leave to sit again to-day.

In committee of the whole, Mr, Hall
(Victoria) ‘in the chair, the bill respect-
ing certain railway land grants was con-
sidered, and Teported without amend-
ments.. The third reading was fixed for
the next sitting of the house,

SECOND READINGS.

Hon. Mr, Eberts moved the second
eading of the bill respecting commis-
jons and appointments on the demise of
the Crown. which was eoneyurrad in

Hon. Mr. Eberts moved the second
reading of the - Land Registry Act
amendment bill, and explainea its provi-
sions. The amendments provide for
substitutional service in certain cases,
and empower registrars to dispense with
the production of original certificates of
title in registering tax deeds. ot

In moving the'second reading of the
Placer Mining Act amendment bill, Hon.
Mr. McBride gave the house a lucid and
business-like explanation of its provi-
sions. His remarks were listened to
with marked attention, and were punec-
tuated with applause. He said that in
the past many—and, he thought, well-
grounded—complaints had - been = made
about the size of placer mining claims,
which was far too small,
convinced of this, not
Tepresentations of miners, but' from
personal observation, and he had con-
vinced himself of the loss and hardship

Our :
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committee reported progress and asked ;

He had been |
only from thef

which these restricted claims had
wrought = in Atlin. Before deciding
upon changing the law, he had secured
information from mining reeorders and
others capable of judging the question
on its merits, and he had also advertised
in the newspapers, asking those inter-
ested to furnish him with facts and sug-
gestions that would enable him to meet
the views and requirements of the back-
bone af the mining industry—the pros-
pectors and placer miners. The result
of his investigations had been gratify-
ing; he had received a vast amount of
valuable information, and all his in-
formants were in favor of larger claims.
The bill, therefore, proposed to fix the
size of placer claims—ecreek diggings—at
250 feet square. This would conform
with the law in force in the Northwest
Territories, and would do away with the
present trouble arising from miners
locating claims in territory the bound-
aries of which had not been properly
defined.

He had framed the bill with a desire
to do justice to the poor miner and im-
prove his chances of profitable work,

proposed amendments. in the spirit n
which they were intended, (Applause)

“The act would come into force on July
1, 1901, so as to give ample time for
copies of the law and full instructions
to reach every mining recorder in the
province, many of whom were so far
from regular lines of communication!
that it took several weeks to reach
them.

Mr. McBride proceeded to explain tn>
various classes of claims and the unsat-

and trusted the house would accept the Act

ilate’ Maternity Boarding

isfactory descriptions contained in the
old act. The stage of water, for instance,
Irequently changed entireiy the boon-
daries of bar diggings.. Since the bill
was printed, his attention had been
called to the important discoveries of
beach diggings in various places, princi-
pally on the West Coast of Vancouver
Island, and it was proposed to insert a
section that would cover those claims
eand secure the rights of the men who
were working them. 1t was the desica
of the government to prevent rich ny-
draulic companies from getting posses-
sion of large areas of placer ground at
the expense of :he individual miver.
(Applause.)

Another important provision of the
act was to regulate the 1ssuing of free
miners’ certificates and ren>wa's of the
same. He believed every facility shouid
be given the miner to keep his certificate
in force and to protect his rights. (Ap-
plause.)

Section 4 was intended to define the
rights of free miners and co-owners, and
do away with the confusion which often
arose in proving possession of claums.
In the past it had sometimes been neces-
sary -to apply to every mining recorder
in the province in order to prove the
lapse of a certificate.

‘The provisions of Section 5, providing
for the punishment of persons working !
without a free miner’s certificate, should
meet the approval of everybody interest-
ed in placer mining,

Section 6 was designed to disconrage
loose business methods between princi-
pal and agent, and to prevent grasping
individuals from staking out large arsas
through agents. TUnder it, all agree-
ments must be in writing and properly
recorded.

Mr. McBride went on to deseribe the
size of claims and their bonndaries, ex-
plaining that in future creek diggings
shonld extend from high water mark to
high water mark, a much more easily
defined boundary than the old, disputa-|
ble one- He did not claim perfeetion
for the new proposals, but they would,
he was confident, be a great improve-
ment on the old regulations. Due regard
hud been given to the rights of discov-
erers, but it was provided that only one
discovery . claim should be #allowed to
an individual within five miles, measur-
ed along the water coursé. In case of
another distinct water course occurring
on the other side of a water-shed with-
in the five-mile zone, it was provided
that this'rule would not apply. Proper
precautions were taken to regulate the
marking of boundaries and provisions
are made to do away with complications
and eomfusion, and lessen the causes for
disputes in respect to claims which arose
so often in the past. New rules and
regulations, ‘and an improved system of
book-keeping, are provided for mining
reeorders, 1o insure more aceuracy in
the keeping of records and to facilitate
business generally., The new forms
added to the schedule are intended as
safeguards ; against claim jampers and
unscrupnious speculatoers, -

Mr. McBride thanked the senior and
junior members from Cassiar and the
members from Cariboo for jnvaluable
advice and .suggestions, which had as-
t!f_ilttlte(l him materially in drafting the

ill.

Before closing, he felt impelled to ex-
press the feeling of deep regret which he
felt at the death of Dr. Dawson, super-
intendent of the geological survey of
Canada. Dr. Dawson’s death was a
sevore loss'to British Columbia and to
Canada. His confidence in the mineral
resources of British (Columbia and his
great knowledge of them. gained by
hard personal exploration, had done an
immense deal for the province in bring-
irg it before the notice of the world.
Long before British Columbia was gen-
erally recognized as a great mining pro-
viace, Dr.-Dawson had explored it,
knew its capabilities and detailed them
in his valuable reports to the depart-
ment. It would be hard to estimate the
effect which those meports had had on
the development of the mines of British
Columbia or to the measure the tremen-
dous influence for good exerc:sed by Dr.
Idawson on the destiny of the province.
(A, plauseg :

- Mr. McBride said he had before him a’
Summaryof the report of his department
for 1900. It was impossible to present:
a full report to the house at this time,
uwing to the difficulties of collecting in-
formation from the vast field which had
ts be covered. However, he was glad
to have to amnnounce that the production
.ot lode mining had increased 93
cent during the year. ' (Applause.) -
then read comparative figures, showing
increases over 1899 in every branch,
except placer mining, which showed a
decrease of a little over 5 per cent. This
was easily accounted for from the faect
that in the first rush to Atlin the e
availuble gold was gathered, leaving the
creeks to be worked by hydraulic ma-
chinery. This had been installed to a
considerable extent during last season.
but had not as yet become producing.
Aguirg, many British Columbia miners
had. joined in the rush to Nome, aban-
doning their home claims. He was hap-
Py to say that the hydraulicing opera-
tions in Cariboo were turning eout pro-
fitably and demonstrating beyond doub
the value of that district, and its mag-
nitude, which only requires intelligent
ranagement to render hydraulic mining
highly prefitable. = (Applause.

He could assure the house that he and
the staff of his department were always
ready to furnish cheerfully every infor-
mation and assistance in their power to
the public. He considered British Cn-
limbia much more generous in its deal-

He|

Australia, where leases are restricted tos
short terms, that are not ealculated to
encourage the investment of capital, At

the same time the government felt con- *

vinced that great care must be exercised.
In granting leases so as to preserve the
tights of the people. In conclusion, he-
would again assure the house that his:
great desire was to secure the best re-
sults to the free miner; all his efforts:
were in that direction, and he hoped they
would be as successful and prove as ac-
ceptable as he would wish. (Applause.)

"The bill was then read a second time,
and the third reading fixed for next sit.
ting of the house.

The house then adjourned till 2 o’clock.
this afternoon.

NOTICES OF MOTION.,

On Thursday next—The Hon. Mr.
Eberts to ask leave to introduce An Aect
te confirm certain Dyking Assessments.

On Thursday mext—Mr. Neill to ask.
leave to introduce An Act to amend the
Villages Kire Protection Act.

On Thursday next—Mr. Hawthornth-
waite to ask leave to introduce An Act
to amend the Mines Regulation

ct.

On Thursday next—Mr. McPhillips to-
ask leave to introduce An Act for the-
Protection and Reformation of Neglect-
ed Childrenf

On Friday next—Mr,

McPhillips to
ask leave to introduce An

Act to regu-
Houses, ana
for the Protection of Infant Children.

On Friday next—Mr. McPhillips to
ask leave to introduce An Act to amend
the Shops Regulation Act, 1900,

Dewet Found
A Loophole

Boer Commander Got Out of
Cape Colony but Lost
Heavily.

Is Being Harried by the British.
Troops in Orange River
Colony.

By Associated Press.

London, March 4.—A despateh  from
Gen. Kitchener, dated Pretoria, Mareh
4, says: “Dewet was moying on Phil--
Lipopoliss, Orange River Colony, but.
vas headed by our troops, and is now -
marching on Fauresmith, about forty
miles north of Philippopolis.” »

Gen. Dewot lost heavily in men and.
stores by his incursion into Cape OCol-
ony, but he seems to have made a clever-
cscape with the bulk of his command. .
Apparently Commandant ‘Hertzog cross-
ed the Orange river with him,

Gen. 'Bruce Hamilton, who was pur--
suing, heard that Gen. Dewet was sur--
rounded at Philipstown, northeast ot.
‘Colesburg. On arriving there he found:
the Boers had not been at Philipstown

at all, but had doubled back and were
struggling across the' river at Coles-
burg. Apparently this is another in-
Stance of defective intelligence regard--
ing the doings of the Boers, §

The  Daily Telegraph has a despatch-
from Colesberg, dated yesterday, which.
says: “Our numerous columns are still
bunting for Dewet, This place is in 4o
hubbub and troops are marching off in
various directions to press the pursuits
further.” ]

‘HOW "HE ESCAPED,

Colesberg, Cape Colony, March 4.— -
Fifteen hundred Boers, with whom it is .
alleged were Gen. Dewet and former -
I’resx_dent Steyn, found a spot at Lillie-
fontein, near Colesberg bridge, where -
the Orange river widens and the current
is slow, and they all crossed yesterday, .
beth men and horses, by swimming,

e blame for Gen. Dewet's escape is-
placed on the system rather tham on the
commanders pursuing him. It had beem
impossible to direct operations by tele-
graph, and the feeling is that great dis-
cretion had been allowed commanders in
the field. Gen. Dewet marched five
miles a day faster than the swiftest
British column. Although the Boers
are now demoralized, it is believed they
will quickly recover if they are allowed
a few days’ rest. ? 2
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MRS. NATION. e

Dame Nation of red Kansas
By all her ribbons swore

That her bewhiskered neighbors
Should quench their thirst no more!"

She smashed a glass and chewed it,
And spat the pigees out, -

And tore out bunches of her hair

And flung them forth upon the air,
And fiercely danced about,

East and west and h and souths
She ran with all her might,

And never did a meddened cow:
Present so-fierce a sight!

Shame on the Kansas woman
‘Who sits at home and crones

A lullaby, when she might be
Demolishng saloons,

The bourbon and the lager
Are pouring out amain,
From “Frank’s Buffet” .and ‘“George’s:
Place,” &
To irrigate the plain;
And many a costly mirror
Is cracked in forty ways,
And all her actions are designed
To frighten and amaze.

The sheriff hurries forward
And bids her cease a pace,
She pullg his ears and tweaks his nose,.
And roughly slaps his face!
She rips the bar to pleces »
And, knocks out all the bungs,
And, round ‘about, five: hundred menu
Stand with protruding tongues. -
Ah, may her muscle ever
‘Bulge till her fight is won,
For, oh, I wot, she’ll need a.jet
Before the job is donel..
Hurrah for Mrs, Nation— '
Ten thousand times hurrah,
For her who in her good right hand i
Can swing the fearsome brickbat, *!" ;
Herself become the law! :

A AR Bl

. Birthday.—To-day is the-
birthday of Robert Emmett, the Irishs
patriot, who is celebrated by Irishmen
throughout the world. .

Three * Years’ ImpMsonment.—Arthur
L. Spencer, the bogus Chinese inspecton,
S The s o i g s e
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