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:lie work». One of these loans Mr. way would «Une ro titne, but in fhc- 
Brown had actually roted for in. the Meanwhile the wagon road would bo
house, and it would be interesting to bntit with all possible speed to relieve
know what he thought the government thé present congestion on the route. As 
should do with the nn.uey after obtaining to the Penticton Mae, the plant and nia
it, if they were not to apply it to the terial would go uy from Vancouver in 
purposes for which it had been voted by 1 a few days, while within a few weeks 
the house? Were they to lock it up iu the district in which, he was speaking 
the safe? (Laughter.) would see the surveyors at work pre-

Next came the statement by Mr. paring for the construction of the Vic-
Brown that the estimated rate of in- toria, Vancouver and Eastern road, or 
crease of revenue was $35,000 a year, at all events that section of it between 
Now in 1894 Mr. Brown had made the Chilliwack and Abbotsford. (Applause), 
statement that the revenue was steadily This was what had in fact detained him 
going dowg, yet in that year it was $789,- in the capital longer than he had inteud- 
570r while to the 30th June, 1898, it will ed, the negotiations with the railway 
be at least $1,300,000, or a total increase people having kept the members of the 
of $501,430 in the four years, of $125,- government engaged night and day I«tc- 
250 per annum. This was but another ly» and having only been completed on 
illustration of Mr. Brown’s divergence the night of his departure from home, 
from the facts when discussing matters Shortage of time prevented his taking 
èf finance. up the many slanderous and contemptible

attacks that had been made upon him 
personally during recent months. Perhaps 
the people of Abbotsford did not 
enough about them to require an explan
ation,, but in any event they would lia ve
to wait for a more favorable opportunity 
—he did not intend that this should be 
the last occasion of his addressing those 
present, whom he thanked for the 
dial and kindly hearing accorded him. 
THE OPPOSITION CANDIDATE.

had—knowing something of such mat- same policy of liberal expenditure hav- 
ters—gone to work to get British Co- ing transformed a comparatively 
lnmbia securities listed on the London known and inaccessible districts into a 
market on the basis and in the form rich, populous and prosperous section of 
advocated !»y the greatest financiers of the province, and in a very , short space of 
Great Britain for all her colonies. Many time bringing up its revenuecontribu- 
difficulties had presented themselves, it tion to the province from $30,000 a year 
being a brave thing for a young and to more than $230,000. 
thinly populated province to do to offer This wonderful development of Koote- 
itself to the financial world on the same nay had been in a great measure secured 
terms as the Dominion of which it was a through the building of the assisted ha- 
part. Many people had spoken and kusp & Slocan road, on which the con- 
worked hard against the listing of Brit- tractors had actually lost money al- 
ish Columbia securities, Sir Charles though the late member for Chilliwack 
Tupper, who then acted as high commis- had declared the province had made a 
sioner for Canada, declaring that this poor bargain,, and the road conld have 
province had no right in the world to been built for $6,000 a mile. The Kaslo 
present such a thing as a 3 per cent. & Slocan line had been secured through 
loan, this being all that Canada could the land grant system, a system which 

Despite the many obstacles he he did not defend, but which in the case 
and the government had persisted in in point had proved a profitable invest- 
their endeavors authorized under the in- ment for the province. Up to the 30th 
scribed stock act, and had ultimately of June the Nakusp & Slocan line had 
had the satisfaction of carrying through not cost the province anything, 
the loan, getting $86 net for every $100 count in part of the Dominion contnbn- 
and paying only 3 per cent, for the tion, taken with the 40 per cent of the 
money. Even this it conld be seen was gross earnings of the road which came 
a great gain, 3 per cent, on $86 being in back to the province. That the business 
reality only about 3% per cent, on the of the road was growing by leaps and 
$100, whereas 4% per cent, had been the bounds, consequent upon the develop- 
best possible rate obtained before. The ment of the tributaiy mmes, was ap- 
loan of 1891, to be exact, cost 3 5-8 per parent from the fact that this 40 per 
cent., or a fraction over the half, while cent, had grown m a few years from 
the next loan offered by the province to $6,000 to $18,000, with every indication 
the London market, and the one calculât- of a yet more appreciable advance. So 
ed to really test the state of the British far as this line wad concerned it was 
Columbia credit, in 1893, brought $91 certainly a good investment for British 
for the $100, the money cost being now Columbia. The Shnswap & Okanagan 
just under 3*4 per cent. Then the last on the other hand while it did not show 
loan showed still further improvement, quite so well financially had been the 
selling at 95, and the result was that means of settling up one of the best 
the actual cash received by the treas- agricultural sections of the entire prov- 
ury after deducting all expenses cost mce with the right class of population, 
31-10 per cent, for interest. To-day the and when it had been connected with the 
British Columbia loan is called daily on Kootenays by means of the Penticton 
the London market, and listed at 102, line would also prove a profit earner, 
in limited quantities of course. One AH the materials for the construction of 
hundred could be got at any time, so this new line would go up over the S & 
that British Columbia is now in a po- O. in a few days, and the contemplated 
sition to get what money it requires, connection could not but transform the 
This steady and satisfactory advance in roa4 m question into one of the best 
the credit of the province in the great paying lines m the country. (Applause), 
est and indeed the only money market As to the cost to the province of the 
of the world was indisputable evidence Shusw;ap & Okanagan,it should not be 
that the financiers of the world, keeping lost sight of that its revenue to the 
their eyes on the management of British province had been materially reduced by 
Columbia’s affairs, endorsed the busi- the insistence of the government for 
ness principles adopted by the govern- light freight rates which were for the 
ment, and were prepared to back with benefit of the settlers and thus mdi- 
their capital their own opinion of the rectly returned an even better profit to 
soundness of these principles. The test the people, 
was as crucial a one as could well be these roads was not, and could not be 
imagined, for these money kings did not expected to be, in revenue return direct 
allow sentiment at any time to enter to the province but in the settling up of 
into their calculations, and when they the tributary country, and the bringing 
advanced, as they had, the credit of the to market of ite great resources, both 
province, the position of its finances mineral and agricultural. No one could 
and the development of its resources doubt the wisdom of the building of the 
must indeed be satisfactory. Another ?• & O. who had had opportunity of go- 
point that had not yet been touched ipg through the country traversed and 
upon was with regard to the utilization viewing its magnificent farms, with its 
of the sinking fund which every half three well-equipped flouring mills, one 
year was sent back to trustees of the of them a co-operative concern and 
province in England to be invested for successful an enterprise as any in the 
the taking up of the loans at their ma- country. (Applause.) 
turity. Of course this money was not No country in the world had done more 
to be allowed to lie idle, and whenever for railways to promote its development 
possible the trustees made it a rule to than had British Columbia, in proof of 
invest this money in the other securities which he enumerated the roads making
of the province offering on the market, rng^anffncTnlfve^oTtte^raw0’* Nest 
so that m this method the province way Now a total of 1,100 miles more had 
paying off in reality about $95,000 of its been provided for, giving British Co
debt every year. This surely was ad- lnmbia 1,630 miles of railway In all
ditional testimony to the economy and thTTjeLT ^ °f
efficiency of the system adopted by the t*e present government, 
government and which had brought the Having thus demonstrated the practi- 
tinances of the country to their present cal results of the policy of the past, the 
highly satisfactory condition. Brenner declared that it was the present

Ranking at the present time as the policy of the government to continue 
highest credited of the British colonies the development of the country by the 
with the exception of Canada, British same energetic system of promoting pro- 
Columbia was to-day in a very different duetive public works. In their argu- 
position from that occupied a few years men* against this policy, the opposition 
ago, being now in a favorable position speakers and writers had a very clever 
to go ahead, and borrow 'such sums as tri^k of pointing to the public accounts, 
might be needed for the making of pro- that here it would be seen
duetive and permanent public works bj- that the government were spend™* hun- 
whlch the fostering and extension of pr* dred® of thousands yearly in excess of 
vincial industries might be continued reve?uf. °* country. A nrst 
along the lines already proved and en- glance at the accounts might not dis- 
dorsed by the keenest business men of < orif_ the deception, for of course when 
the world. The requirements and côn- . s of magnitude were undertaken 
dirions of the present time justified fnr- Ti**1 \( e?8, ^.um as
ther direct advance for the development 0%^.e ®^*er But 5,s Aas
of the province, and consequently large ® princip e.s
expenditures on public works had been ''Ler?v, ^ytbe government,
provided for in the estimates. The time Î'ÏL®5. country was approaching 
was. ripe for action in the country’s be- man-ï- othalf, the necessities of the day demand- rïe_ bii!22 opposition,
ing energetic action, and the credit of î* a borro,Y*
the province making such possible. By !D® a saAn money he eoold Sroatly 
the legislation of last session, the govern- iJfsPi?,7rines»-lr^dnhf*ecr^1ti8onahfCHth-0f 
ment had been authorized to borrow in , ‘ ? î*™
all a sum of five million dollars, and the , sum at ,a °w
magnitude of this sum was being con- » * *E*L"“*1 a dispute
tinually dwelt upon by the opposition v„Ktin„ th ... ^,y&-,^ei,{aa?, ,‘n-
speakers. It should not be imagined for nf f iamoment, however, that it had ever been ?pfflrC0“^ ?
proposed) ox intended to obtain or spend ?. h k hi) show nnfavorably in

mTght0Obeathtwei^t «d «rieltInvU- 
be done indeed. Much of the loan was Le could. massiMv have made Andcontemplated to be applied to the foster- ^answer anot^ar^ment of the op
a rate SS r*mTley and the alsis- P°siV-°“ negotiated the loan
tance Jt ^character eonld not be
grant»! until the railways had actually £ aTd have t^ !tS appeïr as a
earned the money by construction, the debjt on Ms The principle was
bonuses not .being payable until after y,e safije whether applied to the business 
ccmpletian of the roads. Thus lf the of y,e. individual or the country, and 
railways were secured and tiie develop- when inquired into, the arguments of the 
ment of the sections traversed made cer- 0ppo8ition in «tiT regard became the
ptomW atowhln throng” the co^tmc" non8eme that ** sana man “uld

tion of the roads the revenue earning To turn, now to the critics of the gov- 
capacity of the province had increased, ernment who had most recently, been 
and vast areas of land had been made talking to the electors, he noticed in the 
accessible, which, without radways, were Times of, Victoria that “Mr. J. C. Brown, 
of no use or value to anyone^ Aconsid- the opposition- candidate in New West- 
erable* portion of this $o,000,000 loan minater city,, dtiivered an interesting ad- 

be »W>he<! to securing construe- dress to the electors l&t Saturday and 
tion of tltoTealm Lake road to the Yu- ,n the course- of it gave a summary of the 
kon gold fields ; a second portion was in- financial condition of the province re
tended for the Victoria, Vancouver & su]ting from the Turner government’s 
Eastern, connecting the Coast and the manipulations. The Columbian truly re- 
Kootetroys, whose construction meant so marks that every elector should carefully 
much directly to the farmers of the Fra- study, tills capital synopsis of the Tur
ner valley opening up a direct and high- ller government’s financial folly, and to 
ly profitable home market for the pio- ajd jn that good work we reproduce the 
ducts of the» farms. Still another part interesting table!” Then folldWed a tab- 
of the loan authorized was for what was series of inaccuracies,
generally known as- the Bute Inlet sec
tion of the British Pacific scheme, a 
piece of road that all parts of the prov
ince would be glad to see built and which 
would unquestionably prove beneficial.
Everyone would remember how on the 
eve of the last general elections the pub
lic looked to the carrying through of the.
British Pacific project for the salvation 
of the country, the prospect being at the 
time that the promoters of the road 
would be successful in carrying . it 
through to construction. The negotia
tions had not progressed as anticipated, 
however) and the government had not 
seen its way clear to sanction the pay
ment of the $260,000 per annum required 
to secure construction, and he himself 
had had to face hot opposition in con» 
sequence in his own constituency of Vic
toria. The stand taken by the govern
ment had since been admitted to have 
been sound, however, and those who- had 
at. the time been the loudest in complaint 
of the- government’s decision were now 
prepared to admit that it had been in the 
best interests of the province. These 
roads were merely mentioned now as 
showing that much of the new loan was 
not contemplated to be drawn upon or 
expended at present, while the enter
prises to be promoted were all for the 
opening up and development of the prov
ince, so that its prosperity might be sub
stantially augmented. Besides the rail
ways, the new loan had for its object the 
providing of upwards of a million dol
lars on surveys, roads, bridges, etc..—re
munerative public works that experience 
had shown would immediately promote 
the .opening up and prosperity of the 
province. Here the Kootenay object 
lesson should never he lost sight of, the
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ft Thirty-eight thousand dollars was 
quoted by Mr. Brown as the estimated 
increase of salaries annually, for the per
iod under consideration. What 
facts? The.salary roll to th-e- 30th June,* 
1894, amounted to $150,066, while to the 
30th June of the present year they were 
approximately the same, there- being a 
difference of but $10,000, this- including 
all salaries coming under the head of 
civil government. Under the head of 
the administration of justice it was diffi
cult to control the salary list in other 
departments, as the conditions were so 
entirely dissimilar. New districts were 
continually being opened up, and as soon 
as any population was attracted, 
place, whether or not there was a rev
enue derivable from it, the necessity 
arose for the presence of a constable. The 
rapid development of the Kootenay and 
far northern mining sections had, neces
sitated heavy calls upon the department 
of police and yet including the adminis
tration of justice, the total salary list 
was in 1897 but $279,498, while in 1894 
it had been $270,200—an increase of on
ly $9,298 actually—and a very different 
matter from $38,000 per annum, being 
in fact only $2,324 a year. If it would 
please Mr. Brown to go back a little 
further he might take the salary list at 
the 30th June, 1888, $152,800, and con
trast it with the salary list of the year 
ending the 30th of the present month) 
He would then find an increase of $126,- 
600 for theAen years, an average of $12,- 
699 per year, while in the same period, 
the revenue had grown from $698,(Kio
to $1,300,000, a total expansion of $601,- 
945 or an average annually of $60;194. 
(Applause.) Here was another statement 
apparently made without any regard" to 
facts and with the sole purpose; of de
ceiving the electors and getting the 
“Party” in at all costs, without respect 
to truth, the character of individuals, or 
the evidence of the public accounts. Ail 
that was aimed at was success for the 
opposition at the polls, by whatever meth
ods available.

“The rate of the interest of the. debt" 
from confederation to 1891,” said- Mr.- 
Brown, “was under $100,000 a year.” 
The Premier confessed th-t here he 
could hardly grasp what the Westmin
ster gentleman was sviv>-c to get at: 
There was at the tira* of confederation- 
an actual debt of about a million and a 
half, $1,478,000 to be exact. This was 
assumed by the Dominion, so that the • 
province started clear of liability. The- 
net debt now was $5,141,582, so that the 
increase in the debt during the twenty- 
seven years intervening w^s $3,663,582,. 
or an average increase annually of about 
$135,688. At confederation tBe debt per 
capita of white population was $360, 
whereas the debt per had had now been 
reduced to $39 or even less. At the 
same time it should not be for a moment 
forgotten that in adding to the debt for 
legitimate and productive works the 
government had placed no burden upon 
the country that it» necessities and its 
credit did not justify, whilê MiT. Bfôtyn’s 
ability to estimate financial conditions 
could be accurately gauged by the fact 
that during the last campaign lie had 
made bold to assert that the revenue 
was steadily declining and to prophesy 
that the country under the Turner gov
ernment would in a short time be bank
rupt. The expanded revenue and the 
increased credit rating of the province 
eloquently proclaimed his error.

Mr.Brown had referred to tne model 
province of Ontario as fortunately free 
from debt, but he had not pointed out 
that in the province of Ontario practical
ly everything was done by the municipal 
governments, and as a fact the popula
tion of two millions had a debt upon 
them of 59 millions under their munici
palities rule alone. In British Columbia 
it would be found tftst the four cities 
of Victoria, Vancouver, New Westmin
ster and Nanaimo had a debt practically 

large as that of the entire province, 
yet these cities did not exhibit any fears 
of impending bankruptcy, nor had they 
to show for their debts assets any bet
ter if as good as those possessed by the 
province. Apart from what were gener
ally styled public works, consisting of 
roads, streets, trails, bridges, etc., liberal 
expenditures had been made on other 
public works not usually classed as such, 
but equally necessary to the development 
of the province, such as schools, hospi
tals, etc.—institutions demanded ; inn the 
present day, when people do not go into 
a country without first ascertaining if 
it possesses the necessities of civilization 
or the opportunities of acquiring them. 
It was now almost as essential in the 
eyes of prospective settlers that there 
should be schools available for their 
children as that there should be roads 
giving access to fifteir new homes* and 
desirable immigration could not lie in
duced unless educational opportunities 
were presented. The government_quite 
understood the value of the conveniences 
of civilization and was doing its best 
to provide them. Another public work 
not generally taken into account was 
agriculture, in regard to which the Pre
mier traced aU that had been accomp
lished in this now important department 
in which he takes so special and practical 
an interest, since he practically created 
the office—or at all events made it more 
than a name that had no meaning save 
as a supplementary title for the min
ister of finance. The various steps-taken 
for the fostering and development of the 
agricultural industry were outlined 
briefly, and passing next to the question 
of markets the Premier told1 what had 
been accomplished by legislation and de
partmental work in- this direction. The 
building'of the new Teslin Lake railway 
to the Yukon would’ undoubtedly open a 
new and very valuable market to the 
products of the farms of British Colum
bia— indeed the creation of the northern 
trade* had already had its direct and 
advantageous influence—and1 he was at 
the same time happy to announce that 
arrangements had now been completed 
for tile immediate construction of the • 
wagon road to Teslin Lake, the snort | 
section from the river to be taken in 
had at once, giving a good wagon road 
to the summit, and relieving the conges
tion of the trail route» while beyond, 
until the road can be got ih shape, the 
trail is to be put in the very best of 
shape and the pros*»ectors follow the trail 

i builders in so that they may not be 
needlessly delayed or in any way incon
venienced. The trail would he widened 
and made a good wagon road later. As 
to the railway, the arrangements for its 
construction were well under way, and 
might also be expected to result favorab
ly at an ekrly date, the present negotia
tions being delayed until it could be as
certained what the Dominion govern
ment proposed to do, as they certa’uly 
should assist. (Applause); • The rail-

on ac-

were the
Abbotsford, June 18.—(Special.)—Al

though the notice of the gathering had 
been necessarily brief and the facilities 
for reaching the hall were not of the 
tiept, there was nevertheless a gratifying- 
ly large attendance at the political meet
ing held here last evening. The speak
ers were the rival candidates for the 
representation of the district, Premier 
Turner and Mr. Charles Munro, the lat
ter having been courteously invited by

■a
■

i
CuV-

The Premier, having resum'd his seat' 
amidst generous appuiwe, Mr. Munro,. 
the opposition candidate, was railed for, 
and also well received. He dwelt first 
upon the fact the peuple <>( Anbotsfordi 
were members of the CDoimunity regard
ing whom he knew utile «*i- noihing be
yond that they hri always been loyal, 
to the opposition cauav The present 
was indeed the host opportunity he had: 
had of visiting t iiem and ixvanmg ac
quainted, and lie was hvnrtisy pleased 
with the impress.ou tli.it 'ie bid receiv- 

He declared that friends vf the 
government had alwajo told him the peo
ple of Abbotsford were a set «*f rutss- 
baqks and huys-’e Is. bivaiu-e for south 
they saw fit to oppose t! *» wis.» admin
istration of affairs by this great and 
goojl government. He had come among 
them prepared to meet an entirely differ
ent class of people, altogether,, and with
out any intention, of flattering he would 
say that he had never met ai more in
telligent, upright, thrifty or hospitable 
ec mm unity—a people whom it would be 
an honor for anyone to represent. He 
did not propose to go into politics at any 
length, but would urge first upon the 
electors of Chilliwack the advantage, jus
tice and rationalness of having- a home 
man to represent them in\the next legis
lature. If it were said as B contra argu- 
n-ent that there was no hdme man can- 
able of representing the district, he would 
brand this as an insult to the intelligence 
of the electorate and a gross injustice to 
the sons of the farmers, to whom the 
opportunity of becoming the represen
tative of the district in the house should 
be a stimulus of ambition. The going 
outside of the district for a representative 
he. held to be wrong in principle, no mat
ter how worthy the man sought to be 
introduced, and as for Chilliwack ait pres
ent he believed it would be better rep
resented by a home man than it could be 
by a non-resident. He had seen in the 
Chilliwack Progress an appeal for the 
election of Hon. Mr. Turner, in which 
it was pointed out that while the district 
had always been fairly treated by the 
government, even while sending opposi
tion members to the house, it might ex
pect greater favors if it returned the 
Premier as its member. This suggestion 
he maintained was an insult to the elec
torate and an appeal to political immor
ality. Either the first statement of the 
Progress article were true or a scand
alous state of affairs existed-eitter the 
government had done its duty and been 
fair to all districts in the making of ap
propriations or the government was un-, 
worthy of the confidence of tire--country. 
He was quite prepared to admit that it 
was much easier to find fault with - the 
government than to formulate a policy, 
but there were a few grievances of long 
standing on which the people would have 
to express themselves decisively, and one 
of these was the so-called redistribution 
legislation of last sèssion. This he held 
to be no improvement on the former al
lotment of seats, urging that Esquimalt 
district with its limited population should 
have been promptly cut off with one 
member, and representation established 
on the basis of population alone. As to 
the civil service, he agreed with the 
Premier that a man was a man whatever 
his nationality, but informed the electors 
of Abbotsford that he had talked with 
a certain man from Victoria, and a firm 
supporter of the government, too, who 
had pronounced the sole purpose of the 
government recognized at the capital) Ito 
be providing, soft billets for the knicker- 
bocker dudes. As great events some-

:
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to reply to Hon. Mr. Turner’s answering 
address. Mr. Downs was unanimously 
<*lioeen as chairman, filling the office with 
impartiality and satisfaction to all, while 
the fact that the , ladies of the district 
are this year interesting themselves in 
the affairs of the country was evidenced 
by the presence of several representa
tives of the sex, Mfs. Bouchier, Mrs. 
and Misses Baiss among the number. 
Of the gentlemen there were noticeable 
iu the audience Messrs. Thomas, William 
and Alfred Blair, Morrisey, D. McGiUi- 
i ray, Higginson, McAdam, Captain 
Bouchief, Frank Macdonald, LaCroix, 
Mahoney, Trimen, Lehman, Snell and 
Prefontaine, James Mercer, W. J. Foot
er, F. R. Macdonald, James Armstrong, 
George Marshall, Donald McGillivray 

Horatio Webb. The room had not 
been especially decorated for the oc
casion, but the emblems and mottoes of 
the societies using it for a meeting place 
Adorned the walls with singular appro
priateness. A campaign conducted on the 
lines of “Friendship, Love and Truth,” 
anay be regarded as something novel in 
the domain of practical politics, but the 
,meeting here afforded no evidence that 
.such a contest is impossible—while of 
course every politician is ready to ex
hibit broad Faith, constant Hope and a 
.reasonable measure of Charity.

Mr. Downs having thanked the meet
ing for the honor of his call to the chair, 

rand Premier Turner and Mr. Munro 
'having been invited to the platform, the 
former was immediately called upon. 
His reception was a very cordial one, 
and the «audience then settled itself for 
a carefW --considération of everything the 

^honorable gentleman had to say.
The Premier first expressed the pleas

ure he felt at meeting, for the first time 
in Abbotsford the electors of the district, 
and of addressing them briefly upon the 
topics of the day. There had.been many 
difficulties in the way of his preparing 
as he would have chosen for the meet
ing—in fact he had had little or no time 

Ta which to study an address, and would 
therefore ask the indulgence of the meet
ing. He acknowledged with satisfac
tion also the meeting here for the first 
time with his opponent in the district, 
Mr. BBunro, who as a much younger man, 
and an experienced and practiced public 
«speaker, had somewhat the best of the 
: platform work. As for himself, said the 
Premier, he might be said to have enter
ed upon politics late in life, for although 

’he had always felt a lively interest iu 
the affairs of the province, as everyone 
should, it was not until about 12 years 
ago that his political career proper might 

1>e said to have commenced. Prior to this 
he had been a business man, a pioneer 
business man of the province in fact, 
and had given his attention, and time to 
business. When at the solicitation of the 
people of Victoria he had gone into pub
lic affairs as their representative in the 
legislature, it was with no thought of 
continuing in the harness—he had con
templated merely filling a gap for a brier 

-period and then retiring again to commer
cial life. Much to his own surprise he 

Tiad been invited by the late Premier 
Robson to enter his cabinet, and while 

■doubtful at the time if his partners in 
England would consent, had been en
abled to accept, and had remained active
ly identified with the government of the 

• country ever since that time. It would 
"be seen from this outline of his career 
That hie was not, nor did he aim to be, a 
(politician so much as a plain man of 
Business. Amd as a matter of fact he 
had about come to the conclusion that 
what the country needed was perhaps 
less politics and more business. (Ap- 
plause.)

Numerous attacks had been made or 
late upon himself and the government, 
and these he proceeded first of all to 
deal with, while pointing out the abso
lute impossibility of conducting any gov
ernment without snaking opponents, in 
no way did a government accumulate 
•opponents faster perhaps than througn 
the filling of appointments in the cml 
service, for for every public position 
there were usually about fifty applicants, 
and naturally 49 of the 50 thereafter 
•considered themselves unfairly treated. 
The only way for the government to do 
in such cases was as they had and would 
do so long as he was at the head of af- 
fairs—fill all offices with strict imparti
ality, having regard only to fitness, and 
where other conditions were favorable 
giving tiie preference to those who had 
assisted in the upbuilding of tiie coun
try. No more senseless cry had ever 
been raised by the opposition than that 
the ranks of the civil service in British 
Columbia were being constantly recruit
ed from among the “English dudes. 
Personally he certainly did not plead 
guilty to being an “English dude, al
though he was proud to say he was an 
•Englishman, and equally proud to claim 
•Canada as his adopted country. (Ap-

civil service had led him not so very 
long ago to amuse himself with a test. 
-“English knickerbocker dudes” had been 
the cry, and so without saying a word 
to anyone he had one day assembled the 
members of the staff and had them pho
tographed, afterwards obtaining a mem
orandum of the history of each. From 
the photograph it was discovered there 
was only one of the staff attired in the 

; knickerbockers—and he was a Canadian, 
and one of the very best officers of the 

-department. (Laughter). He mention
ed the matter incidentally merely, as 
showing how utterly small and picayun- 
tsh are some of the complaints of the 

■ opposition.
This, however, was a very minor cry— 

the great complaint was that the coun
try was being ruined by the extrava
gance of the government—that its credit 
was being impaired and its people bur
dened with taxation beyond the power 
of the country to sustain. This was in
deed a very old cry, a cry the opposition 
had always been sending up, although 
the years going by failed to prove them

ed.
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paid the money ont knew that It was.-, 
double taxaâioe. The law, as it stood, was 
unjust; it bore heavily on the very ones 
whom it should he the aim of the legislat-r 
ors to asslifct, and as to the remedy, he 
could see. no objection to the simple re
moval ofrtbe tax from the mortgages alto® 
gether, and the putting of it on the real 
estate, t* equalise. In regard to the Mats- 
qui dyking operations, something was evi
dently wrong The Opposition papers as
serted ithad there was cause for the gas vest 
dissatisfaction, while the Government pa
pers, on the other hand, asserted .that 
everything was going along nicely and_as 
It should.. He had not had time to go into 
the matter and he had found that there 
was dissatisfaction, and that this dissatis
faction appeared to be well based. This 
was a matter that should be taken without 
delav to# headquarters. Premier Turner 
should ; have the facts laid before him* and 
promptly, for what he heard was • that 
«•.to (mki Bad already been expended in» the 
construction of less than a mile off the 
dvke while the estimate for the entire 
work Had been $50,000; that residents of 
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First of aiP Mr. Brown placed the pres
ent cost of debt and guarantees at $336,- 
000 a yeajt. Mr. Brown was never a 
good hand a* figures, and here it was 
plainly evident that he had not improved. 
As an actual fact the present cost of the 
debt was $298,816 and the guarantee in 
all $53,458 or a total of $352,274. 
This included, however, the sink- 

fund for the paying off 
of the debt, $96,382 per annum, so that 
iu reality the New Westminster critic 
!had taken no account of the fact that 
.when he counted as the cost of the debt 
in truth included its payment or reduc
tion by nearly $109,000 a year, and also 
all expenses in connection with the sev
eral assisted railways in the province.

Again Mr. Brown asserted that the 
“proposed addition to the debt charges” 
would be “say $225,000 a year.” 
presumably meant if the province borrow
ed the five millions provided for by the 
loan act of last session, and Mr. Brown 
was not as far off as usual—bu* only 
$23»000 per annum. If the province bor
rowed the whole of this sum and put it 
into public works an interest charge 
would be entailed that according to pres
ent rates of credit would be $150,000 a 
year, while the sinking fund to pay off 
the debt at its maturity would be $50,- 
000 more—or $200,000, not $225,000 al
together. Still it was very close tor 
Mr. Bro*wn. (Laughter.)

“The average over-expenditure tor the 
past five years,” said Mr. Br^wn* “was 
$645,000 a year.” This would amount 
to $3,525,000 for the total period to 
which he is referring, and as pointed out 
was in reality the proceeds of the loan ap
plied to the construction ot desirable pub-

the district 
ho___ugh It wt

for the dyke, while non-residents were em 
ployed! to do little or nothing under the in
efficient management. Dyking generally 
nadlbeen badly handled by the government. 
They had waited and promised; they had) 
said the country was not worth* dyking, 
and) then, after the poor farmers4 had lost,. 
first their crops and then their laed to the- 
mortgage companies; after the big mort
gage companies had closed up and’ ruined 1 
seme of the very best men of tile district, 
they discovered that the land was worth 
attention—and, of course, the big^ corpora
tor- will get what thepoor farmer had" no. 

,t ohae'ce of securing. He denied- that the 
o|«»v>sitlon had been persistent in antagon- 
h'*> ; they had, he. maintained; supported 
• nenditures for legitimate public works, 
tvnt not for unproductive or unnecessary 
works. A final grievance was with regard’ 
t > the Revristoke bank protection; with, 
regard to which he accused) the governments 
of having, by its delay, enabled the Do-, 
minion authorities to shirit responsibility,, 
and then assumed 
Ince, what was a 
federal account, 
the electors against supposing for a mo
ment that if Chilliwack* rejected* Hon-. Mr. 
Turner it would keep that gentleman cut 
of the next legislature ; there was no possfc 
bllity of this being the case, and if Chilli
wack elected him also» it would merely 
mean that the country would be put to the 
cost of holding a new election in Victoria 
city that was entirety unnecessary.

Mr. Munro retiring amid applause, a voice 
from the audience inquired of the speaker 
might put a question. Permission was 
promptly given, and

Mr. Mahoney asked for an expression of 
the candidates* views on the temperance 
question.

, (Continued on Page Five.)
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other than false prophets. The cry of 
Mr. J. C. Brown through the country as 
long ago as the last general elections 
had been pitched in precisely the same 
key as to-day—a general prediction of 
blue ruin, and the declaration that the 
country was going down—down—down. 
It was true that the year previous to Mr. 
Brown so speaking, in 1894, the revenue 
had declined somewhat, but with 
distinct and natural cause, which Mr. 
Brown did not stop to explain to the 
public in his (Contrasting of figures. He 
did not stop to explain, as he should have 
in honesty, that the decline was the 
result of the rearrangement of the land 
laws, the year before having seen a bill 
become law prohibiting the sale of pub
lic land except* in small blocks, land 
sales having theretofore been a very 
material contributor to the revenue of 
the province. The legislation in ques
tion was wise no doubt, but it had the 
natural, and in fact unavoidable, effect 
of reducing the revenue, the receipts 
from land sales falling from $213,000 
in 1891-2 to $33,000 in the following 
year. A decline of nearly $200,000 was 
shown, chargeable to the change in the 
land laws, and yet no honest man would 
think. of classing this as a decline of 
revenue in the sense attempted to be 
shown by the opposition speakers at the 
last general elections. On the contrary 
the revenue proper had grown steadily, 
surely and contiually, mouting up from 
$821,000 in 1893-4 to $1,383,000 in 1897, 
or nearly 100 per cent. ; or if we go back 
ten years to 1888, in which year it was 
but $608,000, the increase is about 130 
per cent. And this rise it should be held 
in mind was not spasmodic or fluctuat
ing, but steady and continuous, keeping 
pace with and arising from the natural 
and healthy building up of the province 
and its industries. (Applause).

Another favorite statement of the op
position was that the expenditures made 
for public works were not justified by 
necessity, but were for the purpose of 
catching votes, and that the expenditure 
was every year in excesse of the rev
enue. For a contradiction of this it was 
only necessary to go to the public ac
counts where everything was plainly and 
systematically set forth. At first glance 
it would appear that the claim of the, 
opponents of the government was well 
founded, but the deceit would be noted ns 
soon as one investigated. To secure the 
development of so great and vast a coun
try with its infinitude almost of re
sources, money had to be liberally in
vested. Realizing this the policy of the 
government had been to face the question 
of whether the future of the country was 
to be trusted—had British Columbians 
sufficient faith in their country to risk 
a liberal expenditure for its development 
as a business investment, and was the 
credit of the country sufficient to sus
tain the call upon it. For answer he had 
only to point to the accomplishments of 
the past—in Kootenay for example the 
policy of the government had been pro
gressive—to borrow money in sufficient 
sums to build roads, trails, bridges, etc, 
thereby encouraging settlement and mak
ing development possible, with an im
mediate return to the country in in
creased revenue. When some time prior 
to the last general elections the govern
ment saw the necessities of Kootenay, 
and took action to meet them and so se
cure the speedy and natural development 
of that great district, the cry had gone 
up from the rank and file of the opposi
tion that the contemplated expenditures 
in Kootenay were merely to enable the 
government secure a fresh lease of power. 
Had this been an object, the government 
would still have been justified in going 
ahead with the works for they 
necessary, the tide had reached its flood 
in the affairs of the province; it 
taken and the country was going on to 
fortune. The government had confi
dence in the country; went ahead; bor
rowed money for its opening up; and soon 
saw the wisdom of this course abundant
ly proved. In the expenditure of moneys 
for public works every effort had been 
made to secure a fair distribution among 
the districts, although it should not be 
forgotten that special requirements were 
present at almost all times in some dis
trict, and it was for the advantage of 
the whole province to on such owasions 
promote the prosperity of such districts, 
even at an apparently unfair over-ex
penditure within their borders. For ex
ample, Kootenay was strong in neither 
revenue nor population when the govern
ment realizing its possibilities undertook 
the construction of roads, railways, etc., 
for the opening up of its resources. At 
this time when the other parts of the 
province agreed, through their represen
tatives, to contribute for the opening up 
of Kootenay, its revenue contributing to 
the province was only about $30,000 an
nually. So soon, however, as the result 
of the expenditures made for necessary 
and desirable public works began to be 
felt, the revenue from Kootenay went up 
with a bound to $230,000 and still was 
advancing in equally wonderful propor
tion. Kootnay* was a bright example of 
the necessity of fostering development 
by the carrying on of public works; it 
also evidenced how the different sections 
of the province jnnst give and take for 
the general good, the end and aim of 
the government being at all times to do 
what was best for the interests of the 
w hole province. (Applause.)

With regard to the alleged over-expen
diture of the government, it was very 
erroneous to suppose that a new country 
could be opened up and made to flourish 
with dependence only upon the ordinary 
revenue. As a matter of fact it could 
not be done, and British Columbia was 
obliged by the soundest business prin
ciples to borrow money for public works. 
It Vas not on the other hand true that 
the loans for the making of these public 
works had been resorted to by the gov- 
ernent to meet ordinary maintenance 
costs. On the contrary the ordinary rev
enue had paid all general cost of govern
ment and left a considerable balance to 
turn into the permanent public works ac
count. In the period intervening be
tween 1891 and the 30th June of the 
present year, the public accounts would 
show that $4,260,000 had been expended 
on surveys, roads, bridges, etc., with 
about $125,000 paid out in connection 
with railway subsidies, or a total of 
$4,385,000. In the same time only 
$3,396,371 nett had been received 
loans account, so that in reality about 
one million dollars had been expended 
in public works over and above that bor
rowed under the consolidation loans of 
the period. This surely was a proof of 
good government—if the government had 
been able not only to meet all ordinary 
expenses out of current revenue, but pay 
out an additional million dollars on per
manent public works. (Applause.)

While regretting that it was not pos
sible usually to make figures interesting 
the finance minister next passed to a con
sidération of the position of the pro
vincial credit, urging the most careful 
inquiry into this most important, suo- 
jest. He directed attention to the fact 
that prior to 1891, before tiie first loan 
under the new system was raised, the 
province had literally no credit at all. 
It was true there had been three loans 
floated, at 7 per cent., 6 per cent., and 5 
per cent, respectively, but they could 
not be counted fairly as public loans 
for the bonds authorized by the act of 
the legislature were simply sold to the 
banks or insurance companies taking 
them up, but without their being adver
tised at all in the open market. At this 
time he had realized that a radical 
change was desirable for the improve
ment of the provincial cherdit, and he
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