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78, New Westminster has been merely
the Capiral of a Colony in the nature of a
Crown Colony which never had free institu-
tions, and this o ly for eighi years, while
Victoris bas beea for eighteen yea's the
Capital of a free Colony, the seat of a Coosti
tational Government, and of a Legislature
composed ot two distiact bravc es, of a
Supreme Court of Judicature, and the resi-
deoce of a Governor; and these privileges
aod -this important status were conlerred
upon ber by the same power that created
Westmirster a Capital.

78. Victoria can, at any rate, urge pre-

- geription on the ground ot longer rossession,

and this would make her plea of legal status
stronger than tha$ of the younger Capital, if
such a plea be admitted in- either case.

80. Bat the Memorialists submit to your
Grace that the plea of legal statns ia this
matter does not carry much weight.

81, They are humbly of opinion that the
plea of legal status should be abandoned as
uotenable, in order to arrive at a practical
conclusion ; and, they respectfully venture to
hope your Grace will agtee with them.

82. Adm tting all due legal force to the
Proclamation which edtablished the Capital,
yel it surely cannot be argued that such an
Acl mast ba so construed as to be unrepeal-
able; and that a Capital establisned by
virtue of this Act must be perpetual, and
¢mmoveable under all changes of circuam
stances, and regardless of all consequenoces.

83. . To put such a constraction upon this,
or upon any Proclamation, would be to assigo
to that form ot Colonial proceeding a charac~
ter and effect never claimed for apy legisla-~
tive enactment of the Imperial Pariiament.

84. Indeed, Governor Seymonr himself
seems (as if on second thougbts) to admit
this reasonable coanstruction in the same
Message, for be adds that he would not maine
taia that aoy Proc'amation may uot bere
pealed when the communily r-aches a more
advanced state of population and mode o
government ; but, for the present he proposss
o ** leave mutiers as they are.”

85, The Mewmorialists aresorry to be com-
pelied to observe on the Governot’s admis—
8iop, that the contingeacy he attaches to it
renders this admissioa practically valueless ;
becaunse the pro:pect of sach an increase of
population as would “ develope the general
1nterests of the Colony in the uacertain
fature,” is so remote as not to justify delay
in settling the question of the Capital ; and
wa fully share the objections entertained
throughout the Colony itself to the Governrr's
proposal to “ leave matters as they are.”
Prudent dispatch io settling this question is
really essential to the progress of the Coun-
try.

yXVIL Although the Memorialists refrain
from arguing this point on legal principles,
yet they deem it due to the jastness and
reasonableness of the wishes of the Colonists,
and also to themselves, to remove even
fanciful claims and pleas set up on the ground
of legality, and on the ‘pledge of * public
taith and hooor,” by siating two precedents
which apply to the guestion.

86. Tihe first is that of the gown of Derby
originally laid out as the Seat.of Govero-
ment o' British Colambia, which was removed
fromy Lao

. for Gofver : t'8, bi

t
‘on FruerpRiver. had a pecaliar value in the
estimation of the public; but from which it
was considered expedient to remove the Seat
of Government in 1859.

87. This precedent is in point, for we can
gee no difference between the former position
of the first, and the present position of the
second Seat of Government ; and to show the
similarity of the facts in both cases, we
would state that much of the land of the town
site of Derby bad become private property,
haviog beeu sold by the Colonia! Government
‘by public 2uction, in October, 1858, to a great
many settlers and others for a large amount
of money—a proceeding repeated in New
Westminster ; that Government expended a
Jarge amouat in the erection of Barracks and
Houses for the Royal Engineers and their
‘Officers, who were quartered there—another
proceeding also repeated near New West.
mioster ; that Government erected a Church
and Parsonage, &c.. &c., at Derby ; and that
private parties built Houses and Warehouses
there. and established a ¢.mmercial business
of more or less ex'ent in the Town, and
wbich was contioued to be carried on uctil
4he Capital was established at New West-
minster. SF

88. We fail to see any actnal difference
between the two cases, except that the firat
Town bad a shorter life than the second, and
that less mooey had béen wasted on the first
than oo the second.

XVII. The other precedent, althongh
Dot taken from the removal of a Town or

‘Cap tal, is #0 approximate in character to the
‘one we have jast cited, that we thiok it ap-
posita. Itis that of the Free Port of the
QOolony ot Vancouver Island.

89. This fiscal system of the Free Port
was established formally, and contioned on
the recommeodation and with the sanction
and hearty approval of the Home Govern-
ment.

90. The Colony enjoyed the privileges of
4his system, which was coosidered ooe ol
the Institutions of the Country, and to whic"
amapy attributed the early growtb and former
prosperity of Victoria, during eighteen years,
till 1t was avolished the other day by opera -
tion of the Aet ot Union.

91. Most assuredly “public faith and
donor ” were deeply pledged to the mainten-~
-ance of this system. not by the Colony only,
but by the Home Government also.

92. In reliance on the sanctity of this
pledge, the system obtained much favor with
gderobanls and other Commercial Classes in
Eogland and in other Couotries. And in
‘reliance upon the permanency of the system,
important commercial inierests were created,
and very large investments made in Laod
and substantial Buildiogs, such as Ware-
houses, Shops and Dwelling Houses in Viec-
toria aod its neighborbood.

93. Yet this most importaot privilege,
which lent prestige to the Colony, so long en~
joyed, aod by many so highly prized, was

by the Act of Union ot last year abolished ;
and this, too in opposit on 1o the v:ews and
seatiments of many of the oldest, wealtbiest
and most enterprising men io the Colony, oo
the ground of expediency.

94 lumay be well to add that ibis ques—
tion of Free Port, as opposed to that of
Customs Daties, excited much interest, and
producd a conflict of opinion in the Colony ;
aod although we refrain from entering upon
the meriis of this disputed point, we may
safely assert that the abolition of the Free
Port was assuredly of far greater importance
to Vancoaver Island, io the opinion ot maoy,
than the removal of tbe Capital from West-
mioster can be to the Mainland, in the
opinion of a large majority ot the people of
that portion of the united Colony.

95. The Memorialists have felt it neces-
sary-to dwell upon this part of the subject
longer than they could wish, not alose to
discuss (Fovernor Seymour’s view of- the
claims of the present Capital on the ground
of legal status ; but because this is the same
position taken, aod is, snbstantially, the only
objection” made in the arguments of such of
tbe micority of the members of the Legisla-
tive Council as opposed tbe Resolutions for
the removal of the Capital to Victoria ; and
our remarks apply to their arguments as well
as to the Gover- or's view.

XIX. We beg to farnish your Grace with
a Report of the Speeches made in the Legis-
lative O.unecil. pro aud con; and although
sheir length calls for our apology in respect-
fally drawing your Grace’s attention thereto,
we venture to assure you they deserv.
perusal. to show how the questivn is viewed
in the Colony. -

XX. The Memorialists have endeavored
in this their Memorial to answer, fairly and
temperately, what they conceive to be the
objections urged at New Westmiaster to the
placing of the Capital at Victoria ; bat they
must candidly admit that these objections
give them less ¢ ncern than the threat with
whbich Governor Seymour clo-es his Message
of 27th March last, to the Legislative Coun-
cil, wherein be tells the Members * plainly
that. should he find it necessary to set the

Of | present question at rest, he wil humbly recom

mend to the Queen that he and his successors
 office be commanded to res'de permanently
in the present Capital of the Culony.”

96. The Memo ialists are inloimed that
this language gave offence 1n the Legislatur-
and created distrust and alarm 1n the public
mind. by the suspicion the threat engendered
that the question would be setiled arbitraril:,
uader the ioflaeoce of prejudice and tempes,
rather than impartially oo its wmeris, after
undergoing vispassionate deliberation ; while
the unusual personal reference to Her Most
Gracidus Majesty the Queev, caused both
sarprise and disapproval.

97. The Memorialists make no comment
uron this Address.

98. They bave avoided all verbal eritia
cism uproa the contents of Governor Sey-
mour’s message (No II), aod Speech (No 1V
hereto appended), however open to such a
course of ireatment many persons consider
these A.ddresses.

99. The Memorialists have abstained
from taking tbis course for scveral reasons
which they trust your Grace will appreciate ;
firet, from their belief 1hat the importance of
the matter deserve- the most serious and un-
prejudiced treatment on ils meriis : secondly
trom a desire to contioe your Grace’s atten- -
tion simply to the consideration of the

,ﬁ ‘. b. ‘s: R

| material poiots at issue ; :}hirdly, from regardd&

“aathority ne to her Majesty'o-representatiive;’

XXI The Memorialists bave now only
respectfully to submit this Memorial for
your Grace’s consideration.

Lownon, 26th July, 1867.

Letter from Donald Fraser, Esq.

LoxnpoxN, August 10, 1867.

My Dear Sir,—1 acknowledge the
receipt of the various papers you sent to
me and of your remarks on the subject of
the proper place for the Capital, all of
which I found most useful.

Mr Dallag forwarded to yoa a Memo-
rial, dated the 20th of April, sent to the
Secretary for the Colonies, on this sabject,
which I hope you received, and which I
also bope you will be able to have pube
lished in a Victoria paper for the inform-
ation of all concerned in this important
matter.

Tue answer we received from the
Colonial Office stated that the Secretary
of State bhad not then—i.e., on the 13th
May —received from Governor Seymour
such information as would enable bim to
decide the question. _Since then we have
not heard from the Colonial Oftice,

In consequence of the receipt of inform-
ation in your own papers, and in other
documents from Victoria, of the steps
taken by the colonists and of the Resola~
tions passed by the Legislative Council,
all praying that the capital and seat of
Government should be placed at Victoria,
since our said memorial was. presented,
the memorialists deemed it proper to pree
pare a second memorial, which was trans-
mitted on the 1Tth of July. This second
memorial was signed by Sir Edmuod
Head, the Governor, for behalf of the
Hudson's Bay Company; by the Chair~
man of the Bank of British Columbia ; by
the Member for Bridgewater, who has
some interest in the Colony ; by Dickson,
Campbell & Co., of Victoria; by Mr
Dallas ; by Anderson, Thompson & Co ;
by Mr Janion, of Liverpool, representing
his firm in Victoria; by Mr Pilkington,
late Member of Parliament for Black-
burn ; by Mr Sproat, the Honorary
Secretary of the Memorialists who signed
the firss memorial of 20th April ; and by
myself. This memorial (i.e., the second)
ig the expression of the sentiments of tre
first memorialists, who were very numer-
ous aund reside in various parts of Eng-
land, aud who authorised the honorary
secretary appointed by them in April to
sign for them in order so save time. The
only distinction to be observed is that
some who did not sign the first did sign
the second. I shall add that the Direc-
tors of the Bank of British North Ameri a

sent'on each occasion of the presentation of

, official position,’ M

our mewmorials a special letter to the Secre-
tary of State, recommending strongly the
objects of both memorials ; and that on
the occasion of the presentation of the first
memorial the Hudson’s Bay Company and,
I believe, the Bank of British Columbia,
did the same. I may farther add that the
Vancouver Coal Company (Nanaimo) ap-
proved of the last memorial, and that the
Secretary promised to procure the author-
ity of his Directors to sign for them, bat
the memorial had to be iransmitted be-
fore the Board met.

1 have farther to add, that 1 addressed
a letter to the Secretary of State on the
same subjec, yesterday, which I delivered
in person to his Private Secretary, with
whom 1 had a cooversation on the affairs
of the Colony, and who informed me that
the Parliamentary daties of His Grace
had been so onerous and harrassing of
late as to have occupied almost all his
time, and prevented him from giving that
attention to the matter of the choice of
the Capital which he wonld wish. Fneed
say no more on the subject of my letter
to the Duke than that I shall in due time
send-yon a copy of it for the information
of the Colonists when I shall have ascer-
tained what its effect may be.

I now send you by this mail the second
memorial, of the 26th Jualy, and I trast
you will be able to get it published in the
Victoria Coronist far general information;
and I shall be glad 10 know the opinion
of the Colonists upon the course which
we, here, have taken for their and our
own interests.

I may mention, that T have been asked
by gentlemen of influence in London, un-
connected with the Culony, bat who, as
Englishmea, and some of them statesmen,
teel disappointed at the depressed condi-
tion of the Colony, to take measures Zo
bring the subject before. Parliament,
Nearly all here who take any interest in
the Colony criticize with severity the very
great expense attending the Grovernwent
of so all a population,

No one is more sensible than I am of
the grave evils the Colony suffers from ;
but I have resisted the appeals made to
me in order to give the Government time
to decide this question of the Capital,
from my desire not to be in any way in-
strumental in causing the Government any
embarrassment. I consider this negative
course farther justified by the fact .that
the present Secretary of State is new to
the duties of his office ; and that I am
informed, by those who have the means of
knowing, he is very desirons to act fairly
and justly towards the Colony. For these
reasons I think it is ue %o the Duke to
give him time, and to sopply him in the
meantime with.eorrzct and impartial in-
formation., This is the object of the.

(I now, send'vo gaktiens -

‘ate, wu. always be at the service of the
Colonists. I cannot do much, bat what I
can do 1 shall always be ready to do to
the best of my poor ability.

D. FRASER,
A card.

Eprror Britiss Coronist :—With refer-
ence to the memorial dated the 20th of A pril,
forwarded to me by Mr Dallas, | may men-
tion that I received that document by the
same steamer that conveyed Mr Birch to
Eogland. I did not publish the memorial at
vhat time, because I wished His Excellency
tbe Governor to use his own judgment in
aogwering it, and not to be bia by Mr
Birch, who, it 1s well known, was and is a
strong partisan of Westminster. However,
the day after the departure of the steawer,
viz, the 11th of July last, I forwarded a copy
of the memorial to His Excellency the Gover-
nor, iotimating at the same time that the
document was intended for publication. I
did pot, however, publish it .at all, being
aware that the rerolutions of the Legislative
* ouncil bad not reached Englacd, aod that
the document being therefore imperfeoct,
would be supplemented by another. It apa
peared 1o me to be inadvisable, too, at that
lime, to cause any excitemeut by-its publica-
tion, on accoant of the threat conveyed in
His Exceliency’s message. I may vn a
future occasion have more to say upon this
matter ; and also give the reasons why the
memorial now published was npot earlier
given to th: public. Saoffice it now to say
that His Excelleacy read 1t soon after its ar~

rival,
J. S. HELMCKEN.

An Old Sheliback’s Opinion of a
Sailor’s Home,

Epmror Coronisr:—In my experience
of 20 years service in Her Majesty’s navy,
I have never been in any place with so lit-
tle inducement for men to go on shore
No Sailor’s Home—it being the principal
bome of Jack on shore. Sir, a great
many of the little dislikes the men have
to service on the north part of this station
would be removed by the establishment of
a Sailor's Home in Victoria, for seamen
and marines. And I am very certain,
should the heads of departments take the
lead in the matter, it would create the
liveliest interest on the part of the men
composing the crews of Her Majesty’s
ships on this station. No one but those
who have experienced it could form the
least idea of the benefit conferred on the
seam~n of the Royal and Mercantile Navy
of England when they established Howmes
at Malta and Constantinople. At the
places above named, one shilling would
be as much use to a man as one dollar in

this place.
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Haviog this before our eyes, the object
is to give Jack and Joe as much fun and
pleasure as possible for their money. At
present, when men go on shore, they have
nothing open to them but vice and intem-
perance. Should they be otherwise in«
clined, they have no library, no reading
room, no quiet place of resort after they
have had their game or their walk.

In the absence of such they tarn into
the first grog-shop and drink till they
tamble out of it more like beasts than
men.

Remember, sir,
than care.

Such, sir, is thé talk of many on the
lower deck of a2 man-of-war—that<home
of dauntless hearts. Should it come to
war with any nation the men who man
oar Ironsides .will prove themselves
worthy sons of the beroes of Camperdown,
St. Vincent and Trafalgar.

Trusting, sir, you will find space for
this letter in your valuable paper, you
will very much serve,

Yours truly,
AN OLD SHELLBACK.

Friday, Nov 15th,
Testimonial to a Worthy Pilot,

prevention is better

Epitror Coronist :—Desirous to bear
testimony to a deserving man. I ask from
your well informed jouroal the following
notice: Oa the receat trip of the 0. 0. &
M. 8. 8. Co.’s steamship J..L Stephensto
Sitka, B. A., I bad with me as Pilot Mr
Thos. Aiosley, of this place, and take great
plessure in recommending him as compeent
in every respect for such position. Mr
Ainsley was pnever at fault in the intricacies
of the inner passage, and performed all his
duties to my entire satisfaction, and handled
with a seaman’s skill the largest vessel that
ever navigated the intricate channels of the
Northern Coast. I recommend him wi h
the fullest coofidence to any vessel guing
north from this port.

C. C. DALL,
Commander Stmr J L. Stephens.

FroM Arasga.—The U. S. steamer Ossipee,
Capt. Emmons, which lefg Sitka on the 3rd
November, arrived in Eeqaimalt harbor yes-
terday noon. The Ossipee bas on board Gen.
Rossean, U. 8. A., and staff, and will re~
pain bere some days......The steamship Jobn
L. Stephens, Capt. C. C. Dall, from Alaska
via Nanaimo, wita 1300 tons of coal aboard,
:terday, and will sailyt dav
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the finest hunt ol the season, will come off
to-morrow. Victorians are the promoters,
and cordially iovite their naval friends and
all others to pnrtibipaie in the sport. The
horses will start at 2 o’clock in the afternooo.

Tre U. S. 8. Lincoln sailed at 10 o’clock
yesterday morning for San Francisco. She
carried a mail and an express.

TuE annual subscriptions and donations to
the Royal Hospital are now dae.
=

Servant Girls aad the Fenians,

A monster meeting of the servant girls,
generally, of Troy, N. Y., was held there
on monday night for the explicit purpose
of protesting agninst any farther contri
butions to the Fenians exciiequer in the
present dilapidated state of that  cause.
The meeting was snggested by a private
announcement, received on Friday, and
since made public at Cleveland, that an
official appeal was to be made to this
class in particalar, and the women of
America in general, by the Cleveland
congress of Fenians, to come at once and
liberally to the financial aid of the organi-
zation.

The chambermads resolved :

First —That they had not the slightest
interest in the capture of Canada, aud
that they could not discern the propriety
or fitness of the policy that would free
Ireland through the reduction of the New
Dominion.

Second.—They had now for several
years poured out most freely of their small
means—the scanty results of hard aud
honest toil—to sincarely aid in the libera~
tion of Erin from the shackles of domina-
tion, and had since those earnings thrown
away and wasted by officials on the mer~
ess frivolities in the city of New York,
and oo so-called military campaigns,
which had no foundation, either in sense,
practicability, or even well grounded
prospective success.

Third.— Up to this time all the money
and munitions so lavishly furnished by
the friends of the Feniun cause, in the
United States, throughouat this and other
coantries, has been criminally diverted
from their origical purposes, and wasted
without stint.

Fourth,—That they would uuder no
possible cireumstances contribute any
fartber aid to the cause until they were
assured beyond the peradventure of a
doubt that such aid would be used in the

lvni‘, that %ex'd»é'sié au's, ..»{‘s .

The above embraces the spirit of the
resolutions. The gathering was of course
a novel one, but the proceedings were
conducted in a very orderly and proper
manner, the organization being similar to
that of all public meetings. To be sure,
made up as the singular conclave almost
wholly was of the female brogueish serva
ant element, there were many amusing
informalities, both of action and of speech,
bac the intent of the meeting, as above
set forth, was firmly adhered to and
earnestly and conspicuously evident.
The convention was the result of a com-
mou understanding” among the servant
girls, and the issuance of a private cirs
calar.

At a fatore meeting it is proposed to
adopt an address in answer to the one to
be sent out from Cleveland by the Fenian
congress now in session there.

An Elopement Case.

Mention was made a few days since,
says the Detroit Free Press, Sept. 5, of au
elopement, the parties to which were ¢
young man whose name does not appear
aod a school miss fifteen years of age,
named Blair, whose parents reside in
Dearborn. The grand coud d'etat by
which the gay Lothario won a bride from:
an uoowilling father was accomplished
abont a week ago, since which time the
angry parient has been scouring the
coantry in all directions in search of
the miesing pair. For a nomber of days
his search was unsuccessful, and he had
about concluded to abandon the matter,
when by the merest chance he stumbled
into their biding place. It happened in
this wise : Blair is a farmer, and frequen-
iy brings to market pickles, fruit and
vegetables of various kinds which he
generally disposes of at the hotels in the
city, among others the Garrison House.
He came to the city on Tuesday with a
load of fruit, after disposing of which he
dropped in at the Garrison House for
dinner. While the waiter was absent
filling hi¢ order, Blair sat at the table,
with his head resting dejectedly on his
hand, buisily engaged in thinking over
plans for the recovery of his daughter,
wheo, behold ! upon raising bis head the
young runaways were seated exactly op=
posite to him at the same table. Blair
rose indignantly on his feet, and reaching
across the table seized the offending youth
by the collar with one band, and with the™
other rained in a shower of blows which
had the effect -to greatly dampen his
matrimonial ardor. Some of the persons
present interfered and separated the par—
ties when the yonng man sneaked off, leav-
ing his bride ‘= charge of the justly angry
father, S0 Pela on

~aheore ol gt
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Lous the aft ™% om..a‘gf at "'pueauuil, but we
understand that legal steps have been
taken to secure the punishment of the
pergom who induced the young lady to
cast aside her fillial obligations and follow
his desperate fortunes.

The Opal Mania in Paris,

A Kussian priocess in the Parisian grand
monde has lately spread the report that opals
are the surest and truest soothsayers that
ever woman consulted in harrowing doubt.
She had a set of these gems; it had been
given her by aa admirer, a gentleman, of
course ; he was sbsent, and had suddenly
ceased to correspond regularly. The melan«
choly lady one morning opened the box cons
tainig his preseat and fancied her opals
looked wan. She held them to the light;
they positively shone less than mother of
pearl. “The image of my heart,” ghe
sighed, and put tte box aside. That day
she received a letter ;her admirer was very
illi. * Ah, the opals,” exclaimed the lady,
and hastened in search of tke box. The
set looked very sickly indeed. ¢ He’s worse,”
exclaimed the princess; and all her visitors
that day bad to be witnesses of the hourly
change in ber gems. The following morning
at day dawn the box was again cossalted.
The opals were perfectly colorless. They
looked like fishes’ eyes ; just as expressive,
without a shade of wink «r blink in them,
The princess’ tears can be fancied but not
described. At twelve the opals bad crum-
bled into dust, when shrieks and spasms en«
sued. At oone the postman delivered a
letter, bordered round with black edges—the
admirer was dead! [ need not say. that
prostration completed the sorrows of that
day, and the news ran like wildfire that opals
were magoetic fortune-tellers — magnetic,
electric, mesmerio, or anything the ladies do
not understand. The Paris papers bave all,
more or less, recorded the above circums
stance, consequently -there is a great ex-
change of pearl and diamond rings for opale,
To have the state of one’s beloved ever
plaioly indicated on one’s fingers is too evi-
dent an advantage to be gainsaid.

While this opal mania is oo the fair sex it
would be useless to expostulate or to try to
explain causes and effects, “The opals
crambled and be died,” is the staggering
answer to reasoning. But before your
realers invest too largely in opals, ere the
mania has reached New Yoik, the following
is worth consideration. Turquoises, pearls
and opals all die out in certain atmospheric
circumstances ; they lose their brilliancy
first, but instead of attributing to them g
koowledge of the health or feelings of those
who offsr d them it would be well to ascer-
tain what has affected them. Acid damp
kills them; an opal touched by vinegar falls
into calcinated powder.

maintenance of an army whose objective
point should be lreland, and Ireland alone. |
It was also recommended that similar
meetiugs shonld be everywhere held.”

A lady advertises for sale in a Southern
paper, oue babboon, three tabby cats and
8 parrot. She duates that, being married
she has no further use for them,




