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amous Petroley

Farm.

In One Hour it

$600 an Acre—After Yielding $20,000,000

in Five Years

It Became Worth Less Than It |

Was Originally, and Today Presents Only a
Scene of Desolation.
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“The Tarr farm on Oil Creek,”
8. Wiley,
& veteran oil operator,
its four or five years’ existence as an
6il producer not less than $20,000,000 to

S Operators, and no part of the oil
country has so interesting a record.
You’ll not find it in any history of the
il country or of petroleum, but ore in-
teresting and important fact about
the Tarr farm 1is that the first mecting
ever held to regulate the price of crude
petroleum was at the Tarr farm, in the
fall of 1561. This farm belungcd to
James Tarr. It was worth for agricul-
tural purposes in 1369, the year oil was
sir uL]( on Oil Creek, about $5 an acre,
at a liberal valuation. At the tume Col.
ume made his oil strike, near Titus-

2. Tarr was so poor that he was glad

a job at teaming at almost any

as that helped him to a more

“up{:bl‘t for his family than his

3 ‘-'icid. That farm in less

G years, though, placed its un-

and struggling owner in the
ranks of the rich men of the country,
and socn his daily income was tenfold

than his yearly earnings had
>r been before.

“He leased various parts of his farm
at a royalty of one-quarter the oil pro-
duced. One of the first, if not the first,
¢t his lea was to Orange Noble, a
€ooper, who had saved a little money,
and a ‘Uuu!villw lawyer named Dela-
mater. Willilam Phillips, a man named
Woodford, and others, had leases.
The lJﬂOhuhlS were all along the

‘K border, as the idea prevailed ther
that oil could only be found on the
fizts. The first well that got to the
sand on the Tarr farm was the Noble
Delamater, which yielded, by the
pump, about 260 barrels a day. Wil-
1i am 1”11’1“ S was then putting down a

ell some distance below the Noble &
well, and Yoodford was
ell on his lease, between the

& Delamater weil and the Phil-
vell. When the C ent well—as
Noble & Delamater vell was

Hed— in with its showing
he a day, a capitalist named
man Janes, who had come from
Erie, I think, went to T pidat-
ed house one evening
eating supper of
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tumbled off his chair
something like 100 acres
and a ,,m d deal of it was
and. A ‘ar betfore ne wot
ght .“51,1\»:)0 a big offer for the
e farm.
‘I mean
me

for your
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Janes.

ciose the

you'll
up,

him
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up, and
title to the m and
of the lea I;n'l' had
was closed. Janes paid the $i
within an hour
to atiluence.
the creekk when the news
that Heman Janes had
Tarr farm for $50,000. This
the first izu;:'c cash transaction in
that had been made on the creck,
tnd Janes was looke u upon as a crazy
v 1 coaxing inevitable ruin. But he
't. Not long after he made the
L 2 the ps well astounded
the region by 1 ting forth with that
listoric fountain of oil, the first to
,-.mut voluntarily from 2nc earth. This
€ll flowed 3,000 barrels a day.
ct of it was, though, to kaoc
of o0il almost to nothing.
vells soon came up as spot iters,
then it was that the st e'.
wade in the history of
mtrol the price of
was made, at a
Tarr f;um in the
€ading spirits of this movement were
s Wadsweoerth, Geneseo,
Gakes, a New York capl-
st, and Heman Janes. The idea
to raise a fund sufiiclen
he land through Oil Creek for
1nd through lkm r\'\m.mn,; of it to be
> to ccentrol production, awnd, as a
iral sequence, the market pw e of
crude oil. At the meeting $50
was subsce 11. and the ‘heme “"'ul\
have progre d further, and prol
suce for a time in its
yanic arisi g from
affect e oil
adsworth went to
and nev came back,
the matter i.inhi have been taken up
gain the oil field had proved to be cf
wider scope had been suspected,
:nd the scheme was im)»:".z('ti(-ah}n At
that same me the Tarr farm
3 Way, OC something else
s not a]x ar in the written
of the oil country. That was
to build a pirve line.
iea wa Janes
but ¢ ‘muu V
i was to lay
s from the Ta
hich to carry the ml
thus overcome the
uncertainty of transport-
on ‘..'u trv:u nerous
Creek, mode of
to s the only
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country with g &
ou that he wanted
show how it was 3
u:inwfw he laid a s pipes
ust been built at Plumer. Then
his pump a-working, and sent a
=tream of oil over the hillg to the re-
finery. The pipe line was defec Ve,
hough, and a good deal of the oi] fell
by the way; but the exveriments show-
»d that the idea was all right and only
needed D¢ rfe '!,'11]::.
‘NN« ‘.w-'!y sSaw
eamsters
?he line mvl warned the pro ducers not
to attempt such an audacious thing
again ar tbera would be trouble. That

his plainer than the |
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and thvv promptly tore up |

settled the first pipe line. But Hutch,
as the boys called him, had pump anNd
pipe line on the brain, and a yar af-
terward, when the big Sherman well
came in,
it to the

iller

Miller farm, three miles over

tance. Still his pipes were defective
and the teamsters rampant. The de-
fect in the pipes might have been over-
come, but the power of the teamster
was still the ruling one, and the Miller
farm pipe line shared the fate of the
first one. Hutchings persisted in his
attempts to establish a pipe line sys-
tem, until he was overwhelmed by
debt, and he died a
uppoinlwl man.

kle, who died only a short time sago
at Bul"\lu had come to the cil country
with utchmss and he took up the

struck the region in 1865 Van Syckl
seeing wherein Hutchings had
in the construction of his pipes, hit
upon a plan to remedy the defect.
Hutchings had joined his pipes together
with lead sockets, the joints being
closed by na,uunuhm them together
with a mallet. The pipes were laid in
=.‘ul}lnw (At"hm and had immovabie
gles. The '~11..hte st twitch or wrench
would make a leak in the lead joints
and the oll would run to waste. But
Van Syckle had his pipes made of
wrought iron and fastened them at the
joints by a thread and screw, and he
buried them in the ground. He laid
a line from Pithole to Miller farm, five
miles, and the line was a success. But
the teamsters were still runni ing things
about the way they wanted to, and
thcy tore up the line as fast as it coul: l
be 1»th down. A snappy and dete
chap mnamed Henry Harl
Harley he was known ever
afterwards — was interested in this
line, and he didn’t intend to abandon
i it to the fury and opposition of a horde
i of rapacious teamste rs, s0 he cailed on
tne authorities to Inut\”t the propert;
The sheriff and a. £ tock cha
Irn_ the nuit\v lodging sor
{ of the head and br
fxvrr l}n }1;--- h

le,
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:Lm.\t-"'
downfall.
“Well,
Tarr

L\IJ!‘A.Y d,LJ. nu [b its spe
as to Heman
larm. Some
made a big fi
alone from its w
irom Jim Tarr.
the fact that he
money weil
he had sold his farm,
| S0 he offereed Ja, S
the farm

it to him. >N
of the remaining h
ner, of Boston, for
him the amount he
B! and he

Janes
titne
r'tune

a3 as “«»t,
ever
$40,000 hali

for
again, and Janeg s
165 sold two-thirds
halt to Clark & Sum-
$20,000. This gave
Paid for the whols
owned a nice sii
ed all the leas for
aown and Producing.
a good many millions out of
with Tarr, and folks up
minds that he wasn’'t 50
c1 as they thought he
larr made a couple of
his possesions, and then retired to a
of ease and luxury in Meadville.
W :H one of the characters of the
teld, and his quaint speech origin-
many the \tl'm“»* terms Ami
s which are today in recognized
inical use in the petrole um trade.
| of the favorite and bopular
i humorous paragraphs that went the
rounds of the newsp apers a generation
ago originated with Jim Tarr. When
he became weaithy he sent his daughn-
ter away to be educated. After s
| had l~u.1 to school some time, ithe
i story ent, word was sent to her f:uthx:{'
from th.,. school that he had be tter
: for her, as she wasn’'t getting
'ﬂun-' 11 hu \ruuu-v. ‘In fact,” ran the
has no aclty.” Jim im-
“nt word back and instruct-
ml 1h> S( hu 1 to purchase his dau hter
capacity at once and send the bill to
Tarr didn’t fool hisg fortune
e died ifi 1871.
“T'he Phillips well Kept up its ereat
ﬂpw of 3,000 barrels a day for more
t.!xz{.rr a year, and (’.(u.luxll\ decrea
in its yield month after month
that, but continued a producer
twenty years. It is orie of the I¢
of the oil country that one day
well refused to give up any more
even to 111[‘ pump, and that was
y day at Jim Tarr died. It never
”_.u!_ after that. The well ms: te g
!_1:1’_:;":1&11‘&: of every person interested
in it.
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't big lawsuit ever broug
In the oil country arose from a\l u
we : i Janes

and
the Tarr lease
Lo receive one-quarter the oil the
well produced. 1In the summer of 1852
Janes demanded his share of the
oil in barrels. Barrels were “”vlt]n a.
reat deal more than the oil ‘11\”’ h
:nd were very scarce. Phi
furnish barrels, and .I;n‘
t recover what he claimed
e in barrels, 5“":“"‘0 He employ-
his counsel 71 M. St
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the suit
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operatio in 1865 retire
he field. Dv;a:n*t(-r returned to Mead-
7ille, where he became a bani . Both
men became political leaders—Noble a
Democrat, Delamater a Republican.
Noble was subsequently elected treas-
urer of Pennsylvania. In 1890 Wallace
Delamater was the Republican candi-
| date for governor of Peansylvania, He
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Jumped in Value From $5 t0 Headvii

| arrest

he put down a pipe line from |
) ! ’11 e Buchanan,
the hills, and pumped the o0il that dis- |
i or

penniless and dis- |

was a son of the banker who had made
his money on Oil Creek. He was de-
feated by Gov. Pattison. Up to that
time it was supposed that the Dela-
maters were the wealthiest and most
bhonorable men in northwestern Penn-
The failure of their bank at
Meadviile soon after the election, the
of the Delamaters, father and
sons, charged with dishonorable finan-
cial transactions, the ruin by their col-
lapse of hundreds of their neighbors,
the bankru}ncy of the county and fin-
ancial ruin of the then treasurer of the
state, who had trusted them with state
funds, were to be at last the result of
the fortune which had its start on the

cid Tarr farm. Noble, I belleve, is still
alive, and has increased his ‘fortune
by good management.

“As if taking their cue from the Tarr
farm, other farms on the creek began
to respond to the drill in wells of phe-
nomenal fiowing capacity, until 1864-65.
the McClintock, the
tory,the McCray,the Farrell,the Funk,

Mcllhenny, the Blood, and the
idow McClintock farms were pouring
th a daily volume of oil amounting
to 25,000 barrels. It was the widow Mc-
Clintock farm’s yield of 2,000 barrels a
day that lifted John Steele from the
drudgery of a day laborer to a net
income of nearly $‘% 000 every 24 hours.
The amount of daily incomes from oil
wells in these golden days has been

| greatly exaggerated in many instances,

“Another Jeiseyman, Sam Van Syc- :

ripe lhlé idea. When the Pithole boom |

failed |

ana the i

i this statement, although
{ volume

| ftors

| really were signs of cannibali

| where it

| tected from the winds by a high h‘u’f
| which commands from its crest a splen- | i

| 4id view of the island and the surround- : Of instruction in all public sehoois in

| America of at least
! prineiples and practices of hygiene. —

| past o0 de

i for a

but John Steele’s was ascertained in a
peculiar manner. Omne of the trustees
Df the \Vldow MeClintock estate was
Capt. J. J. Vandergrift. In 1865 certain
well owners offered to centribute one
day’s income toward the erection of a
soldiers’ monument in Venango county.
Capt. Vandergrift, for Steele took a
careful guage of the McClintock farm
pruductmn and figured out the young
man’s net income for a day. It a.mount:
ed to within a few dollars of $2,800. But
little good it did him. ¥e squandered it
as as it was made on dissolute
women, and when the supply of oil sud-
denly stopped, as it did, he was forced
to return to his native place a home-

less and penniless tramp.
"A]tw'emer there were
Arilled on the Tarr farm. A 'tm\'_n
sprang quickly into existence there
and soon had a regular population of
more than 2,000, and its floating popu-
lation was three times that. Heman
Janes built there one of the finest nO-
tels ever put up in the oil country.
There were theaters, churches, and
gtores of all kinds. Today there is not
even a rotten or rusty relic to :‘e‘ml!\:}
cne that any of the great fountains cf
renlth ever existed, and only a few
idated, d°<f\1‘.tﬂ T‘Hi! lings :‘.(1".("”‘-?
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(From the San Francisco Bulletin.)

There has been received durnng the |
ys news from Chile which will |
rarded as joyful intellig

1ds of Daniel Defoe. t
old Robinson Crusoe’s hut on Juan |
Yernandez lIsland 1s lu be tora down,
and in its place will be erected a pr
station to be used as an auxilic
to the Chilean penitentiary Sa
tiago. Juan kFernandez is to be thrown |
open to settlers, and rumor is exianut |
that Mocho Isiand will also be adver-
tised as “a splendid place for a poor
man to make a fortune.” Mocho Islaad |
is mentioned in connection with the
story of Juan Fernandez, because, ac- .
cording to South Americen historians, ‘
the spot was probably the landing place '
of Sailor Alexander
ventures Defoe elaborated into chap- ¢
ters of marvelous narrative, instead of |
the lonely rock veral hundred mliles
in a ,muth\u\tm.s direction from i
pert of Valparaiso. Doubt still exists |
in the minds of a number ¢f Chilean !
writers as to the identity of the isiand !
on which Selkirk spent four years of
lenely existence,

The Chilean Department of Coloniza-
tion never been inclined in time |
past to invite settlers to the islands
lying off the coast of Chile and own-
ed and controlled by that repubiic. Rob-
inson Crusoe’s domain has heen zeal-
ously guarded representatives of |
the Chilean Government, and all at-
tempts to seftle upon it or to lea,"n the ;
secrets of its queerly shaped canomns,
ranges and peaks have been discount-
enanced by stolid officials of that lit-:
tle southern nution.

The opposition of the
ernment to “m ()L upation of Crusoe’s
cld home dat back to the overthrow -
cf the Spanish powers on the western
slope of the Andes and the securing of
“hilean independence. Shortly after
this important change in the political
complexion of New Spain, England dis-
patched ambassadors to ascertain the
extent of the resources of the terri-
tory climbed b_v the ne republic. The
embassy was not received with open
arms by th )»nutq Americans. The
Chilean President suspected that Eng-
land wanted to acgquire one of the
islands off the South American coast
naval station, and when the em-
basssy desired to imwrwt Selkirk’s scae |
bound retreat it met with a polite but
very positive refusal of passport privii-

not be r
by the 11

e
Gor |

av

ce ¢

has

Chilean Gov-

tes

his "{"H—"Glf‘mi""iﬁﬂn feeling influ- !
onred future Chilean presidents, and |
not until the rise of Balmaceda to pow-
dia 2 : nment consider the
feasibility of cclonizing both Mocho
and Jjuan Fernandez Isiands. "The pres- |
ent of Chile favors the m'?vemt'ﬂt.
and before the vear is over the avthori-
ties will have divided the islands into
small tracts
on the market.

Juan Bautista Pastene,

expl 1‘-"1‘ is alleged to ha visited |
Crusoe’s isle before he did the Isle of
Mocho. The records do not bear out
in the (1“"‘)Y ,‘
at Santiago there
of corres spondence  whict
fers to Pastene as ()“n‘!‘f the (*a.!'
to Juan Fernand
visit Mocho in 1844 md again 1
He is alleged to have reported tha
believed th Qt Decfoe’s hero was remh
rr.'arnm. od Mocho instead of Jua

wae\'@r, on Mocho P

superior race cf sava
of a much higher order of i
than those s;m!-:«:n of in Cru-

On the other h:

nd placed the propcri}’;

the Ttalian |

ve

ment library 13 a

a
1d, there
stic feasts
of days gone by in the high sands of the
more remote island.

Selkivk’s hut faces the Southern |
Ocean, and is a Gimim'ti\'ﬂ wooden af-
fair, which the keepers of Juan Fernan- !
dez did not think worth (u=tvr’r-‘na' 1t
is to be_removed shortly. for the new
bratich prison will be built on the
tands. Directly under the lit-
use is a broad beach, partly 1

tle ho

ing Pacific.

Selkirk, ‘i,t is said, used the top of this
bluff 2s a signal station, and for four
years he pa.tiently watched for passing ‘

i ed for “hat he thought was thz

| to his story.

i on the south continent centuris
| and at a time when Cortez, P
i other
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t an immense
 the pupils themszelves a nd of the gen-

volved
: ples of hygiene.

i the young in & manner that
| fame

. beds

in

ships.: i; the base of the cliff a long
reef run$ seaward, marked here and
there by sharp-pointed rocks, over

! which the surf das‘xes incessantly.

One word about Selkirk hirseif. Eng-

{ lish record keepers and historians aver

i that the man was a seaman, who was
l marooned for mutiny, but South Ameri-
{ cans claim that the feliow
: from an Englleh trader inbound to Val-

desertec

Paraiso, ang, after stealing a boat, sall-
raain-
land. He landed on Juan Fernandez,
and there found a semi-fertile island,
visited frequently by heavy rain show-

i ers, the home of water fowl, and any-
: thlr;z but a tropical 1*"1‘30*\0 such as
| Defoe portrayed in his remarkable re-

¢ord of human imagination. The 1.1tezf
for of the island was ver 'y rocky, and
the fiora and fauna of the land were
of that limited character ascribed to
“Treasure Island” by Robert Louis
Stevenson.

The visits of cannibals to the beach
of Juan Fernandez are supposed to

of-the-way rock, but savages,

fﬂre Daniel Defoe and his pr
Vere ever heard of. Bones of a race
of men of the stature and strength of
Patagonians have been found buried

i deep in the island sands, to’ether with

Stone and bone weapons used by tribes

ago,
o and
Mexican and South American ex-
plorers were boys at school.

The truth in the matter is that De-
had little to learn from Alexander
Selkirk or

m

he evolution of a tradition developed
Selkirk nto the Defoe Crusoe;
least, that is what the Chileans say.
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It was forx 1‘~Tv pointed out in one of
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It has been fi
think no reasoning friend
ucation in this country
pos to conte its truth, that the
tr “.1.nsr received in the public schools
i3 by f the most potent factor of
the welfare of the state, present and
future. It i= almost « plm’zi‘m 1o re
peat it here, that we wish to empha
the fact, for it is so » constantly ignor
sical vigor of the body
eszential to the sustained vi
ous activity of +‘ e mind. The in
relaticns of the corporal and intel-
lectual constitutions are intimate and
are generally admitted, t little prac
tical recognition of these uh.th::m al
facts is reflected in the construction

ent of our public schools

We d@o not (n*ei‘ at all into the much

method of

mental training of pupi n the pub-

fe schools. Our role aim at this time ig
once *nm*o point out the egregio

¥y of neglect of the plainest Dl

es of hygiene in the un‘%til‘ﬁ

conduct of thf:z‘ff\ schools, and th«-
damage to the development
of ocur race and to the progress - of
American civilization thi rough the con-
tinuance of that folly.

We have already alluded to the
powerful influence upon the welfars of
state of the training received in
the public schools. Were instruction in
_principles of personal and pubiic
bygiene made a common vart of that
training the result couid but be
impetus to the welfare of

to

schools.
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must other e cm‘tm"n ths
of disease; it would
a2 vast extent the constant
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Dr. E. O. Shakespeare, in the Dietetic
and Hyglene Gazette,
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