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'The Countess
of Landon.

CHAPTER XVIII

“] have mo wish to hurt your feel-
ings, but I must speak plainly, You
have uttered words which show me

. that my misguided son has confided
You are”—she paused a mo-

in you,
ment—*“you are very pretty—"

“Madame!” Irene murmured aga,in;‘.
but the countess put her aside with a:

motion of the hand.

—'"Very pretty. But have you con-
gidered—have you counted the cost of:

! your—friendship with my son?” Madge
. stood perfectly motionless, her head
downcast, her shawl covering her now

" white face,

an earl,
# . don.

vagabonds.”
Madge raised her head.

“1 did not keep him,”

; & strained voice,

ery—*at death’s door,”
! Madge.

joined us of his own accord,
! not keep him.”

The countess sneered with haughty
4 understand a mother’s feelings. But

1 that you can not do. My son—my eld-

incredulity.

“Do you say he is not in love with

o you?’ she sald, grimly.
‘»’,8! ., Madge's head drooped again.

“You see,” said the countess, seiz-
ing her advantage, “I am quite right
in appealing to you, for 1{ is evident
that you have the most influence over

him, and I do appeal to you.

i what I have seen of you I should say
that you are more sinned against than

ginning, I do n_ot blame you.

gsay that it i{s within your power to
Give me back my
son—let him come back to me, and all

‘make reparation.

ghall be forgiven and forgotten.
you do this?”

Seymour had up to the present stood
a silent observer of this strange scene,
but now he deemed it time to inter-

fere,

He came forward with a sadly bene-

volent face.

“My dear Mother, you are wasting

L © 8. time and words,” he murmured.

g j’i it likely that she will give him up?

; If you had offered
her ten or twenty pounds now—"

‘Why should she?

The countess waved him aside,

“Have you considered?” she sald to
“My son—my eldest son here
again advises me to offer you money,
I prefer to ap-
You are

Madge.

but I will not do that.
peal to your sense of honor.

’ a woman-—though a gypsy—and can
understand all I have said to you. My
son is a gentleman, and his connection

b with yon is a scandal and a degrada~
tion. If you have the slightest feel-

. ing, sympathy for him—if you have
% any desire for his welfare, you must

4 t understand this, and acquiesce in what
j% 1 am willing to take him back,
to forget his past follies, and rein-
' state him in the position he occupied
In short, my
i good girl, it rests with you whether
miy son is restored to his proper posi-

e 138 1 say.

before he met with you.

tion or remains an outcast and a vaga-
bond for the remainder of his life.”

Madge stood silent and motionless,
her bosom riging and falling, her
heart béating with throbs of agony.
Then she flung the shawl from her
face and confronted them in all her
loveliness.

“Let me—understand,” she panted
“Jf I—supposing I can keep him—"

Seymour touched Irene’s arm and
sneered, 2

—“Supposing that I can keep him~--
mind, T do not say that I can—but if
I can, and I am willing to give him up,
you will—you will take him back?”

The countess inclined her head with

! ly,” she said.
{ his family—will take him back., We
: “You are a gypsy, and!
' | he—T have told you—he i the son of
I am the Countess of Lan-
You can see for yourself that it

is impossible that you should keep
5 | him here among a herd of gypsies and

she said in
“] found him at
! death’s door"—Irene uttered a low

repeated poor
“He said that he was an out-

! cast—it is his own word—and that his
people had driven him out, and he

haughty assent,
“You have put it bluntly but exact-
“We—1I, his mother, and

will strive to forget this degradation
into which he has sunk; but I do not
wish to hurt your feelings.”

“My feelings!” said poor Madge, with
a smile bitter and sad. “Such as I
have no feelings, madame, or should
have none, It is only of—your son
that we think, You will take him
back, and never cast in his teeth the
days he spent with the gypsies?”

“It shall be all as if it had not been,”
sald the countess, sternly, and yet
graciously. “Come, my good girl, you
have behaved very well considering
your station, and”—the proud voice
faltered—“I am very thankful to you.
If you were an older woman you would

est son—has suggested that I should
endeavor to make you some recom-
pense.” She put her hand in her pock-
et as she spoke and drew out her
purse. “And, after all, T think that
is it but fair. Will you take this mon-
ey and spend it as you think fit?”

She held out a handful of sovereigns,
and looked at Madge with haughty
condescension.

Irene sprung forward,

“No, no, madame! not that!” she
said, breathlessly.

“Nonsense!” said Seymour, with a
chuckle, *“Give it to her, madame.
She’ll take it and be thankful.”

At the same moment there came the
sound of a horse’s hoofs, and through
the opening in the glade a horseman
rode full peit.

He pulled up within a cuple of paces
of Madge and sat bolf nprxght staring
at the group. !

Then he flung himse!f from his
horse, and strode to Madge, and took

"her hand.

“What is it, Madge?” he said. Then
he saw his mother, and Seymour, and
irene, and he came a step forward.

“Mother, Irene!” he said.

The countess held out her arms,

“Royce—Royce, my son, come back
to me? ;

He took her hand and pressed it,
n~tH#r! and you, too,
‘What has

“You here,
Irene! and yol}, Seymour!
happened 7’

“Royce, come back!" almost wailed
the countess, “We have come in
seggch of you, and we have found you.
Come back!”

Irene stood silent, her eyes fixed on
Madge's downcast face,

“Come back?”’ he echoed, blankly.
“All shall
You can go

“Yes,” said the countess,
be forgotten—forgiven.

— —— ]

_Mother and Her Baby ..
Are Relieved of Ecuma

‘wrong; we misudsed you. You shall|

be nm ‘Bverything -shall be
uuwu bdm—ln!ore you:httus'
but Irene hato ‘who asks you. Liste;
to me, Royco—yonr mothet' 34

He looked from one to the other, his

face growing whiter and whiter, his |

nostrils ’dilatlng

“What?” he said.

“It is true,” said ' the counteu.
clinging to his arm.
unjust to you—all but Irene here. She
has never lost faith in you. Come
back to us, Royce!”

He stood- looking from one to the:
other with a dazed expressiom, then
he opened his 1ips.

"Too late, mother!” he said,

“Too late!” echoed the countess. “It
is mever too late. You ﬁave but to
leave ‘this place—these people.”

“It is my place; they are my people,”
he said, rigidly,

Seymour sneered.

“Poor Royce!” he said.
mother? You hear, Irene?”

“Your people!” repeated the count-
ess. “That is nonsense, Royce. Come
back with us, and all ghall be forgot-
ten and forgiven!”

Royce drew back and linked Madge’s
arm in his.

“If I come back, mother,” he said,
firmly, “she must come with me.”

The countess started.

#“She—this gypsy girl!” she ex-
claimed. ;

“Yes,” sald Royce in a low voice,
“Madge must come with me, because
ghe is my wife!”

“You hear,

CHAPTER XIX,

“Madge must come with me, because
she is my wife!”

The words so quietly,
spoken produced an effect beyond the
power of description,

The countess looked at him for a
moment as if she had not heard him,
then her proud face grew set and rigid,
and her lips formed the words: “Your
wife—your wife!” in the tone one
uses when one speaks of death,

A faint cry rose from Irene’s lips,
and she staggered slightly and put
out her hand against the trunk of
the tree near her, as if dazed; then
the blood rushed to her face as the
hot fire of shame coursed through all
her veins, His wife! Royce's wife!
and she, Irene, had come after a man
who was already married!

o The crimson left her face slowly—
left it as white as marble—and she
stood almost as rigid as the countess.

Seymour uttered a cry, top, but it
was a cry of victory and triumph, and
as he looked from one to the other,
a smile of malignant satisfaction
glanced in his pale eyes and crossed
his thin lips:

And Madge? If she had not loved
Royce, she would have loved him
then, as he stood upright as a dart,
his head thrown back, his handsome
face full of that dignity which is a
brave man’s glorious crown, Slowly
she drew nearer to him until her
head touched his shoulder, her bosom
heaving, her downcast eyes glowing
with passionate love, admiration and
devotion.

He put his arm round her and pres-
sed her to him, supporting her. His
eyes were fixed on the countess, but
he could see Irene as she stood, where
she half leaned against the tree. Of
Seymour he took no notice whotever.”

The countess was the first to speak.

“Your wife?’ she said, and her words
sounded like those spoken in. & dream.
“Are- you—mad?”

Royce shook his head.

“No, mother,” he said; “I am not
mad. She is my wife. We were mar-
ried to-day—this morning.”

The countess shuddered and put her
hand to her heart.

“Oh, God! I am punished—I am
punished!” broke inaudibly from her
trembling lips.

“My poor Royce!” began Seymour
in a half-contemptuous, half-pitying
tone; but Royce turned his eyes upon
him, and there was something in the
glance that silenced Seymour instant-
dy.

Royce, with his gaze still upon the

‘conntess, said: ¢
“] am sorry you have come here,

resolutely

{mother. It will be better for you to
go—all of you—and at once.”

“Yes,” gald Seymour, with a sneer;

he is right. We are sadly de trop |

, madame;” snd he toots step

“We have been |
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Utmost Efficiency
Secured to France

by New War Plans

PARIS, April 2 (A.P.)—-"National‘

mobilization” is the official title of a
bill which the French government has
just submitted to parliament for adop-
tion and which includes a detailed plan
for the “general organization of thé
nation in time of war.”

Sponsored by President Millerand,
Premier Poincare and ministers -Mau-
noury, De Lasteyrie, Maginot, Rai-
berti, Le Trocquer and Sarraut, the
bill is for the purpose of “studying at
once a formula of national organiza-
tion susceptible to be applied without
delay, or preliminary trial in the event
of war breaking out.”

“The turn taken by the war of 1914
1918 at the very outset found the pro-

visions, generally admitted as effective !

| measures, as provided in the present

.+ bill, constitute the mow ‘mobilizea-
‘ tl‘onvl!
The bill containg 44 articles, most of |

them dealing with the technical organ
ization neeessary to ensure an instan-

o ‘taneous puaing of the entire country
| from peace to a state of war. The de-
/ | tail' has been approved by the army
1 commission,

 Alberta’s Coal it

EDMONTON. Alta.. March 31—
More than two million tons of Al-
berta coal were sold to Canadian
points outside of the province and to
the United States during 1926,  ac-
cording to figures given in the annual
report of  the provincial mlne.s
pranch.

The total production of eoal for the
vear is shown at 6,866,923 tons, of
this amount 1,882,798 was disposed of
for consumption in Alberta, 1,937,733
for other provinces and 83,567 tons in
| the United States. To the railway
companies 3,110,121 tons were sold,

The total of last year's coal produc-
_tion in the province exceeded that of
1922 by 890,491, and according to
IDominion statistics based on figures
t up to 1922, Alberta mines have pro-
{ duced 69,840,610 tons of coal since
1886, which is estimated at & com-
merclal value of $121,715,815,

ASPIRIN

. Beware of Imitations!

before 1914, to be deficient,” the bill |

begins.

cumstances, a completely new organ-
ization, the realization of which was
both slow and difficult.

“Thus the government has thought;
it to be its duty to study immediately {

the situation which would: be created
in case of a new conflict, In 1914 it
was expected that the war would be
purely a military one, and that the de-
cision would be reached in a very
short time, In consequence, salvation
appeared only in the intensification

of the production of military weapons

of great power and the ammunition
necessary to them,

was looked upon as a secondary mat-
ter.”

This proved to be a capital error,!

the bill goes on, and during 51 months '
the belhgerents were called upon to
draw extensively from all the latent
resources of the nation’s energy.

A central organization undera umtv
of command, is the essential and fun- !
damental base of the new plan for na-
tional defence.

The duties of this organization W111
be, in times of peace, “‘continued and
methodical experiments with the most
modern types of material; the group-
ing together of all the indispensable

stocks necessary to equip and arm the '

military forces ready to be sent in

line at the beginning of hostilities, |

and permitting them to operate under

conditions foreseen and arranged for;

until such time as national industry
can furnish the supplementary ma-
terial.”

The bill provides for the immediate
mobilization of .all. activities destined
“to assure the production on a huge
scale of all armaments, ammunition
and ‘material of all nature necessary'
to the armed forces.” This includes
the immediate adaptation “to a state of !
war” of all methods of communication
and transportation, postal, telegraphic,
telephonic and wireless, and railroads, |
shipping, automobiles and airplanes.

Article I reads: “In times of war all;
Frenchmen and French colonials, as!
well ag all legally constituted groups
under French rule, are obliged te par-
ticipate in the defence of the country
and the maintenance and upkeep of |
its material and moral life.”

Article II: “The measures destined
to assure the transfer of the organiza-'
tion of defence in peace time to that |
of war, are provided for under the

“It became necessary later on |
to improvise, under pressure of cir-'

The renewal and '
maintenance of the life of the nation;
!in Canada) of Bayer Manufacture of |

Unless you see the “Bayer Cross”
on packﬁge or on tablets you are not
getting the genuine Bayer Aspirin
proved safe by millions and prescrib-
ed by physicians over twenty-three
years for .

Colds
Toothache
Neuritis
Neuralgia

Headache
Lumbago
Rheumatisny
Pain, Pain

Accept “Bayer Tablets of Aspirin”

proven direction.
; twelve tablets cost few cents. Drug-
gists also sell bottles of 24 and 100.
Aspirin is the trade mark (registered

Monoaceticacidester of Salicylicacid.
While it is well known that Aspirin

meéans  Bayer manufacture, to assist |

the public against imitations, the Tab-

lets of Bayer Company will be stamp-
| ed with their general trade mark, the
| “Bayer Cross.”

Electricution May
be Adopted in

Slaughter House

Lynn, Mass., (Canadian Press)—
Nero, a St. Bernard dog, homeless and
i sick, paid the death penalty recently
in the electric cage at the Animal
{ Rescue Home on Neptune Street.
Nero was executed because he had no
fguardian and, running at large, had

become a menace to the public,

The dog was led to the execution

chamber after the hair around the
t eck had been cut close and a steel
}colla.r connected with electric wires

put around his body. His feet were

i doused in water and he stood on &
{ steel plate, making a circuit for 1, 500
volts of electricity.

That death was instantaneous was
{ proved when the cage was opened
| twelve seconds after the current had
| been turned off. The dog was found
i lifeless on the bottom of the cage, his

eyes open.

Experts who saw the execution said
that a similar machine, but ‘larger
and-with a beavier voltage, could be
successfully operated in slaughter
houses and undoubtedly  would be
tried in Chicago and Kansas City.

The execution cage is the invention
of Huntington Smith of Boston and

—

i

~ -

—

| Wat(:h your Skine
It's up to you to look your best
oung gmls. old srh. vldn girls, mﬁy

;g,_

turn away and

't we

mmwhan.withu%.m-

say,

“Gosh~I do look plain!”

't get
e T

Onthhodnlwhmmskin!wkn‘bﬁ<

it

only. Bach unbroken package contains |
Handy boxes of |

~{ auctioneer, he rang his bell, and not
‘a soul came nigh; oh, what philos-
| opher can tell the world tha m
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Prof. Wm. L. Pusfer, formerly of the {
department of electrical engineering
at the Massachusetts Institute of

Technology. '

WANTING TO SELL.

vacant lot

thistles g r e w;
upon some future
day I thought
I'd build a shack
or two, an d
there my {trusty
Iyre I'd swat
until the air
was blue. And i
every day or two
; some guy would
come to me and say, “Ods bodikins,
I'd like to buy your little stretch of
clay, for I would build a warehouse
high, in which te store some hay.”
And keen contractors came around
and begged to buy that- land; they
wished to build a village pound, a

| I owned a little |

whereon b ul l-| &

church or peanut stand; I never saw  §
a plot of ground that was in such de- | §

mand. And men who dealt in real es- |
they ,
wanted it, they couldn’t wait, that plot | €8

tate were ever on my . trail;

of ground to nail, they chased me to
my garden gate, and banished rolls of
kale, At last I suffered a reverse that

left me busted flat; there were noj >

kopecks in my purse that once was
large and fat; the building schemes I
used to nurse were gone, and that
was that. I said, “I'll sell.that vacant’
lot, and get some needed kale; the
bidding surely will be het when it's
announced for sale, and to the auc-
tion there will trot all dwellers  in
this vale.” But when at last I wished
to-sell, no voter wished to buy; the

y day for the countless little hurts that

nmbum, windburn; also for chapped

and healmg. -
colds and sore “throats.
gives great relief.
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