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constitution. The execution of these 
measures, as provided In the present 
bill, constitute the 'national mobilisa-
tfon.’ ”

The bill contains 44 articles, most of 
them dealing with the/technical organ 
lzatlon necessary to ensure an Instan
taneous passing of the entire country 
from peace to a state of war. The de
tail has been approved by the army 
commission.

back to the army, Royce. We were 
wrong; we misjudged you. You shall 
be reinstated. Everything shall be 
as it was before—before you left us. 
Come back, Royce! It Is not only I, 
but Irene here, who asks you. Listen 
to me, Royce—your mother!”

He looked from one to the other, his 
face growing whiter and whiter, his 
nostrils dilating.

“Wbatr he said.
“It is true," said the countess, 

clinging to his arm. “We have been 
unjust to you—all but Irene here. She 
has never lost faith in you. Come 
back to us, Royce!"

He stood looking from one to the
other with a dazed expression, then/
he opened his lips. -

"Too late, mother!” he said.
"Too late!” echoed the countess. “It 

is never too late. You have but to 
leave this place—these people."

“It is my place; they are my people," 
he said, rigidly.

Seymour sneered.
“Poor Royce!" he said. “You hear, 

mother? You hear, Irene?”
“Your people!” repeated the count

ess. “That is nonsense, Royce. Come 
back with us, and all shall be forgot
ten and forgiven!"

Royce drew back and linked Madge’s 
arm in his.

“If I come back, mother,” he said, 
firmly, “she must come with me."

The countess started.
"She—this gypsy girl!” she ex

claimed.
"Yes," said Royce in a low voice. 

“Madge must come with me, because 
she is my wife!” j
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Crowds fill the air with germs. 
The city’s dust, by irritating the 
throat, causes them to develop. 
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EDMONTON, Alta., March 81.— 
More than two million tons of Al
berta coal were sold to Canadian 
points outside of the province and to 
the United States during 1926, ac
cording to figures given in the annual 
report of the provincial mines 
branch.

The total production of coal for the 
year Is shown at 6,866,923 tons, of 
this amount 1,382,798 was disposed of 
for consumption In Alberta, 1,937,733 
for other provinces and 83,557 tons in 
the United States. To the railway 
companies 3,110,121 tens were sold.

The total of last year’s coal produc
tion in the province exceeded that of 
1922 by 890,491, and according to 
Dominion statistics based on figures 
up to 1922. Alberta mines have pro
duced 69,840,610 tons of coal since 
1886, w$ich is estimated at a com
mercial value of $121,715,816,
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;PONALDtlon or remains an outcast and a vaga
bond for the remainder of his life.”

Madge stood silent and motionless, 
her bosoip rising and falling, her 

1 heart beating with throbs of agony. 
Then she flung the shawl from her 
face and confronted them in all her 

" loveliness.
1 “Let me—understand," she panted.
! "If I—supposing I can keep him—”

Seymour touched Irene’s arm and 
jsneered.
j —“Supposing that I can keep him —
! mind, I do not say that I can—but if 
I can, and I am willing to give him up, 
you will—you will take him back?"

The countess inclined her head with 
j haughty assent

“You have put it bluntly but exact
ly,” she said. “We—I, his mother, and 
his family—will take him back. We 
will strive to forget this degradation 
into which he has sunk; but I do not 
wish to hurt your feelings.”

“My feelings!” said poor Madge, with 
a smile bitter and sad. “Such as I 
have no feelings, madame, or should 
have none. It is only of—your son
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“I have no wish to hurt your feel
ings, but I must speak plainly. You 
have uttered words which show me 
that my misguided son has confided 
in you. You are”—she paused a mo
ment—"you are very pretty—"

"Madame!” Irene murmured again; 
but the countess put her aside with a 
motion of the hand.

—"Very pretty. But have you con
sidered—have you counted the cost of 
your—friendship with my son?” Madge | 
stood perfectly motionless, her head 
downcast, her shawl covering her now 
white face. “You are a gypsy, and 
he—I have told yon—he Is the son of 
an earl. I am the Countess of Lan- 
don. You can see for yourself that It 
is impossible that you should keep
him here among a herd of gypsies and 
vagabonds.”

Madge raised her head.
“I did not keep him,” she said in 

a etrained voice.
-Irene uttered a low
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‘National
mobilization” is the official title of a 
bill which the French government has 
just submitted to parliament for adop
tion and which includes a detailed plan 
for the “general organization of the 
nation in time of war.”

Sponsored by President Millerand,
Premier Poincare and ministers Mau- 
noury, De Lasteyrie, Maginot, Rai- 
berti, Le Trocquer and Sarraut, the 
bill is for the purpose of “studying at 
once a formula of national organiza
tion susceptible to be applied without 
delay, or preliminary trial in the event 
of war breaking out.”

“The turn taken by the war of 1914 
1918 at the very outset found the pro
visions, generally admitted as effective 
before 1914, to be deficient,” the bill ’ 
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BAYER
CHAPTER XIX.

“Madge must come with me, because 
she is my wife!”

The words so quietly, resolutely 
spoken produced an effect beyond the 
power of description.

The countess looked at him for a 
moment as it she had not heard him, 
then her proud face grew set and rigid, 
and her lips formed the words : “Your 
wjfe_your wife!” in the tone one 
uses when one speaks of death.

A faint cry rose from Irene’s lips, 
and she staggered slightly and put 
out her hand against the trunk of 
the tree near her, as it dazed ; then 
the blood rushed to her face as the 
hot fire of shame coursed through all 
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death’s door’
cry—"at death’s door,” repeated poor 
Madge. “He said that he was an out
cast—it is his own word—and that his 
people bad driven him out, and he 
joined ns of his own accord. I did 

' not keep him.”
The countess sneered with haughty 

incredulity. ; .
“Do you say he is not in love with 

you?” she said, grimly.
Madge’s head drooped again.
"You see,” said the countess, seiz

ing her advantage, “I am quite right 
in appealing to you, for it is evident 
that you have the most influence over 
him, and I do appeal to you. From 
what I have seen of you I should say 
that you are more sinned against than 
sinning. I do not blame you. But I 
say that It Is within your power -to 
"make reparation. Give me back my 
son—let him come back to me, and all 
shall be forgiven and forgotten. Will 
you do this?”

Seymour had up to the present stood 
a silent observer of this strange scene, 
but now he deemed it time to inter
fere.

He came forward with a sadly bene
volent face.

“My dear Mother, you are wasting 
time and words,” he murmured. "Is 
it likely that she will give him up? 
Why should she? If you had offered 
her ten or twenty pounds now—”

The countess waved him aside.
“Have you considered V she said to 

Madge. “My son—my eldest son here 
again advises me to offer you money, 
but I will not do that. I prefer to ap
peal to your sense of honor. You are 
a woman—though a gypsy—and can 
understand all I have said to you. My 
son is a gentleman, and his connection 
with you is a scandal and a degrada
tion. If you have the slightest feel
ing, sympathy for him—If you have 
any desire for his welfare, you must j 
understand this, and acquiesce in what 
I say. I am willing to take him back, 
to forget his past follies, and rein
state him in the position he occupied 
before he met with you. In short, my 
good girl, it rests with you whether 

is restored to his proper posi-

said the countess, sternly, and yet 
graciously. “Come, my good girl, you 
have behaved very well considering 
your station, and”—the proud voice 
faltered—"I am very thankful to you. 
If you were an older woman you would 
understand a mother’s feelings. But 
that you can not do. My son—my eld
est son—has suggested that I should 
endeavor to make you some recom
pense.” She put her hand In her pock
et as she spoke and drew out her 
purse. "And, after all, I think that 
Is It but fair. Will you take this mon
ey and spend it as you think fit?”

She held out a handful of sovereigns, 
and looked at Madge with haughty 
condescension.

Irene sprung forward.
“No, no, madame! not that!" she 

said, breathlessly.
“Nonsense!” said Seymour, with a 

chuckle. “Give tt to her, madame.
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glanced in his pale eyes and crossed 
his thin lips.

And Madge? If she had not loved 
Royce, she would have loved him 
then, as he stood upright as a dart, 
his head thrown back, his handsome 
face full of that dignity which is a

Slowly
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Technology.brave man’s glorious crown, 

she drew nearer to him until her 
head touched his shoulder, her bosom 
heaving, her downcast eyes glowing 
with passionate love, admiration and 
devotion.

He put his arm round her and pres
sed her to him, supporting her. His 
eyes were fixed on the countess, but 
he could see Irene as she stood, where 
she half leaned against the tree. Of 
Seymour he took no notice whotever."

The countess was the first to speak.
“Your wife?” she said, and her words 

sounded like those spoken in a dream. 
“Are you—mad?"

Royce shook his head.
"No, mother,” he said; "I am not 

mad. She is my wife. We were mar
ried to-day—this morning.”

The countess shuddered and put her 
hand to her heart.

“Oh, God! I am punished—I am 
punished!" broke inaudibly from her 
trembling lips.

"My poor Royce?" began Seymour 
in a half-contemptuous, half-pitying 
tone; but Royce turned his eyes upon 
him, and there was something in the 
glance that silenced Seymour instant-

WANTING TO SELL.
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vacant lot, 
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upon some future 
day I thought 
I’d build a shack 
or two, and 
there my trusty 
lyre I’d swat 
until the air 
was blue. And 
every day or two 

. \fflLT WAJON some guy would 
come to me and say, “Ods bodikins, 
I’d like to bpy your little stretch of 
clay, for I would build a warehouse 
high, in which to store some hay.” 
And keen contractors came around 
and begged to buy that land; they
wished to build a village pound, a
church or peanut stand ; I never saw 
a plot of ground that was in such de
mand. And men who dealt in real es
tate were ever on
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my trail; they, 
wanted it, they couldn’t wait, that plot ! 
of ground to nfeil, they chased me to 
my garden gate, and banished rolls of 
kale. At last I suffered a reverse that 
left me busted flat; there were no 
kopecks In my purse that once was 
large and fat; the building schemes V 
used to nurse were gone, and that 
was that. I <aidN “I'll sell -that vacant 
lot, and get some needed kale; the 
bidding surely will be hot when it’s 
announced for sale, and to the auc
tion there will trot all dwellers in 
this vale.” But when at last I wished 
to - sell, no voter wished to buy; the 
auctioneer, he rang Ms bell, and not 
a soul came nigh; oh, what philos
opher can tell the world the reason 
why?
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Royce, with his gaze still upon tho 
countess, said:

“I am sorry you have come here, 
mother. It will be better for you to 
go—all of you—and at ones.”

"Yes," said Seymour, with a sneer; 
"he Is right. We are sadly de trop 
here, madame;" and he took a step
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