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Mr. Davies and Bemedial Legislation.

Anyone who has followed the 
discussion on the question of re 
medial legislation during the ses
sion of parliament just closed, can
not have failed to observe the dis
honesty of the course pursued by 
the opponents of the bill, and the 
utter untenableness of the ground 
taken by them. It is really hu
miliating to find men, claiming to 
be loyal Canadians and upholders 
of our constitution, taking advan
tage of the merest subterfuges and 
having recourse to the most con
temptible tactics to nullify the 
provisions of the very constitution 
they pretend to uphold, and to 
defeat the Government’s honest 
intentions to restore to the min
ority in Manitoba the constitu
tional rights of which they have 
been robbed. With the opponents 
of remedial legislation, the hope of 
party advantage took precedence 
of everything else. Constitutional 
rights, the provisions of a compact 
solemnly entered into, honesty, 
justice and country itself were sub
ordinated to this one idea. They 
appear to have been quite prepared 
to assist in smashing confedera 
tion.if thereby they could only gain 
a party advantage. It was party 
first, last and all the time ; every 
other consideration was relegated 
to second place. What could be 
more dishonest in a member of 
parliament than to introduce into 
a discussion of this nature, mat
ters of an extraneous nature, and 
to consume hours in discussions 
having no bearing at all on the 
question under consideration ; dis
cussions deliberately intended to 
mislead and to divert the public 

! mind from the real issue ?

No member of the House of 
Commons offended to a greater 
extent in the direction just men
tioned than Mr. L. H. Davies, 
member for Queen’s County. On 
March 13th he made a speech 
which covers so less than twenty- 
one pages of Hansard. Certainly 
his speech constitutes forty-two 
columns of matter as Irrelevant, 
and argument as specious as could 
very well be imagined. After 
assuming a variety of attitudes" 
regarding the question of remedial 
legislation, and “ talking at it' 
from every poigt of view except 
the real and constitutional one, he 
capped the climax by attempting 
to justify the course pursued by 
the Greenway Government, by 
instituting a parallel between the 
Manitoba School Acts of 1890 and 
the school act which he (Mr.

Books of this Province in 1877. 
Could there be a more specious 
course of reasoning ? No .one 
knows better than Mr. Davies that 
the conditions, as regards educa
tion, are altogether different in the 
respective Provinces. When Mr. 
Davies says that the people of this 
Province would not have sub
mitted to Federal interference 
with his school act, and thence 
attempts to infer that the majority 
in Manitoba should not submit, he 
knows he is making a most illo
gical statement ; a statement that 
will not bear the test of criticism. 
He knows very well that this 
Province had no recognized legal 
right to separate schools prior to 
confederation, and that there was 
no guarantee to that effect em
bodied in our compact with the 
Dominion when our Province en
tered the upion. Conseq 
we had no stipulated legal right 
to appeal tSuj* Governor-General 
in CounciVtdrFederal interference 
in matters pertaining to education. 
But the case of Manitoba.is alto- 
g^her different Separate schools 
srore guaranteed to the Province 
at the time of the anion, and the 
minority were given the right to 
appeal to the Federal Government 
when they deemed their rights in
fringed upon. In the face of these 
facts why does Mr. Davies so far 
presume upon the credulity of the

fiublic as to make use of such 
[logical and untenable arguments?

throw the mantle of its protection 
over- the robbery and spoliation 
perpetrated by the majority in 
Manitoba. Does Mr. Davies really 
imagine that an intelligent elector
ate can be deceived by such so
phistry ? The greatest act of self- 
complaceney made by Mr. Davies 
during his speech is that wherein 
he lays the “ flattering unction of 
his soul” that he placed on the 
statute books of this Province 
twenty years ago a school law that 
gives universal satisfaction. Here 
are his modest words : “Although 
there has hardly been an amend
ment even to the extent of dotting 
an “i” or crossing a “t,” and al
though when it was passed nearly 
half the population were up and 
denouncing it. I stand here proud- 
ly, in this House, and say, that 
not a man can be found in Prince 
Eld ward Island to-day who will 
say, that a scintilla of injustice is 
being perpetrated upon the Ro
man Catholics.” There, gentle 
reader, is the declaration of a 
modest man! Were Mr. Davies’ 
characteristic1 recklessness less 
generally understood, the above 
quoted words might be regarded 
as most extraordinary. But they 
are so much in keeping with his 
usual manner oftetexpression on 
public questions that few will be 
surprised at their utter extrava
gance and variance with facts. 
Suppose we admit, for argument 
sake, that every man, woman and 
child in this Province were per
fectly satisfied with our schools, 
that would not, in the slightest 
degree affect the question of re 
medial legislation for Manitoba. 
The interjecting of such exprès 
sions as those above quoted is on
ly intended to divert the public 
mind from the 
whether or not 
pact by which the Manitoba min
ority were guaranteed separate 
schools is to be preserved intact. 
It will, therefore, be abundantly 
evident to the humblest individ
ual that the condition of the pub
lic schools of this Province has 
nothing to do with remedial legis
lation for Manitoba.

Privy Councillor in view of the 
fact that as High Commissioner 
he is brought into confidential re
lations with the Government. 
He will now be practically one of 
themselves.

Sir Mackenzie Bowell resign
ed the Premiership on Monday af
ternoon, and Sir Charles Tupper, 
Baronet was summoned by the 
Governor-General to form a min
istry, which commission he ac
cepted. The personell of the new 
ministry is not yet known ; but it 
is thought most of the members 
of the Bowell Government will 
have portfolios in the Tupper 
Cabinet Rumor has it that the 
new blood in the ministry will in
clude Chief Justice Meredith of 
Ontario, Lieutenant Governor 
Chapleau of Quebec, Hon. A. R. 
Angers, and Hugh John McDon
ald of Winnipeg, son of the late 
Sir John A It is certain that 
Hugh John intends to contest 
Winnipeg in the general elec 
tion.

The Federal Parliament was 
dissolved on Friday. June 16th. 

main issue, viz. wj][ j,e Nomination day, and poll 
the federal com- jng wj]j take place on the 23rd.

It will thus be seen that the gen 
eral elections are less than two 
months off. The fight will likely 
be hot.

Having thus shown how Mr. 
Davies exerted his utmost ingen
uity to obscure the real issue be
fore the House and speciously en

deavored to divert attention from 
%medial legislation by intro
ducing side issues, let us briefly 
examine his statement regarding 
the schools of this Province. He 
says that “ not a man can be 
found in Prince Edward Island 
to-day who will say that a scin
tilla of injustice is being perpétra 
ted upon the Roman Catholics of 
that Province.” Is this assertion 
true? We most unhesitatingly 
tell Mr. Davies, as well as all 
others whom his reckless state 
ment may mislead, that it is no 
toriously false, and, farther, we 
believe Mr.. Davies is sufficiently 
conversant with the affairs of our

the' Stature rrovince td fcnow the facts to be

Mr. Davies claims that a school 
law cos Id be so framed bv the 

.Government of Manitoba that it 
would meet with the approbation 
of the patholio minority. The 
simple answer to this is, why, in 
the name of »4Ub*f is right and 
jus', has such a law pot been 
framed ? What are tbs plain 
facts of the case ? Mr. Greenway 
and his Government ruthlessly and 
deceitfully deprived the Catholics 
of Manitoba of their separate 
schools, and this in disregard of a 
solemn compact, thus trampling 
under foot the solemn pledges by 
which the Province of Manitoba 
was induced to enter confedera
tion ; and have repeatedly and 
positively refused to remedy the 
grievance, Yet Mr. Davies stands 
up in parliament and declares the 
Federal Government must not pro
tect the minority; must .not at
tempt to restore to them their con
stitutional rights. According to

far otherwise than he has stated. 
It is well known that, in this Pro 
vince, hundreds and hundreds of 
Catholic children are educated in 
Catholic schools which do not re
ceive one cent of State aid. The 
parents of these children are hea
vily taxed for the maintainance 
of the public schools ; still they 
prefer in addition to pay for the 
education of their children in 
these private schools ; because of 
the moral and religious training 
therein imparted, in addition to 
the secular education. It is true 
that, in the scattered country dis
tricts, for want of anything bet
ter, they have taken whatever ad
vantages the public schools af
ford them ; but in Charlottetown, 
Summerside, Souris, Tignish, Mis- 
couche and Rustico they pay for se
parate education, notwithstanding 
that they are taxed for the sup
port of public schools. Does this 
bear out Mr. Davies statement, 
that there is, in this Proyince, 
complete and general satisfaction 
with the public school system es
tablished by him ; or does it indi
cate that not » scintilla of injus
tice is being done to the 
Catholic population of this Pro
vince ? Mr; Davies knew very 
well that, so far as this Province 
is concerned, there was no right 
of appeal from the Provincial 
gislature, in the matter of educa
tion ; consequently he felt safe 
in making, in the House, the mis
leading statement already refer
red to. But he must remember 
that his indecent attempt to 
cheat the minority of Mal}i 
toba opt of their sacred rights, by 
maligning a considerable portion
of toe people of bis native pro
vince cannot and will not be al 
lowed to go unchallenged,

The trade returns for nine 
months, which were issued by the 
Customs Department on Friday 
last, are of the most satisfactory 
character. The exports show an 
increase of $5,821,000 over the 
same period last year, while the 
imports are increased by $5,705, 
764. Mr. Foster will undoubted 
ly be gratified with the steady in
crease in the revenue from this 
latter source. For the nine 
months it is $2,185,000 better than 
for the same period last year.

Dominion Parliament

(Condensed from Halifax Herald’s Report.)

Most of the time of the House of 
Commons, on Monday ihe 20th., was 
consumed by Grit obstruction, and 
very little business was done. On 
Tuesday Mr. Bergeron asked if the 
government had come to any deci 
sion with regard to the request of the 
Montreal deputation for a grant to 
wards the international exhibition in 
Montreal next year. Mr. Foster re
plied that the government had given 
the matter every consideration, 
was not possible, however, that any 
money grant ' could be initiated and 
carried through this session. But 
the government, he could say, was 
very favorably disposed towards the 
project of holding an international ex 
hibition in Canada, and accordingly 
proposed that a committee of pro- 
promoters of that exhibition be 
appointed to confer with the gov
ernment in order that a solid basis 
might be arrived at for future action 
Mr. McSbaoe followed. " We, the 
people of Montreal,” as he pm ft, 
have long enough put up with 
promises and neglect at the hands of 
the government, now they wanted the 
cold cash. He threatened the gov 
ernment with the political conse
quences of not complying with this 
request for a grant of half a mi'lion 
dollars at once. Hon. Mr. Ives re
marked that Mr. McShane was mis
representing the citizens of Montreal 
collectively as a pooh bah, being will
ing to accept cold cash by way of à 
solatium for fancied insults. He him
self knew the people of Montreal too 
well to take them at Mr. McShane’s 
estimate, too well to believe that the 
large delegation which was here on 
Saturday came to point a pistol at the 
head of the government and demand 
that half a million dollars was to be 
paid immediately. If anything could 
ustify the suspicion that the delega

tion had politics in view it was the 
oration of Mr. McShane.

AT ft meeting of the Dominion 
Cabinet held on Friday last, Sir 
Donald Smith was appointed 
High Commissioner for Canada 
In tendon as well as a Privy 
Councillor of the Dominion, but 

6 'not in the Cabinet. £}ir Donald 
proceeded to Rideau Hall Fri
day afternoon and he was sworn 
ip before His Excellency the Gov
ernor General Great satisfac
tion is expressed all round ftt 
the appointment. It is spfcnow 
lodged that the Government have 
effected a master stroke by secur
ing Sir Donald as Canadian am
bassador in England. It washim the Federal Government must1 thought advisable tp make him a

The house went into committee on 
the resolution authorizing the govern
ment to raise three million dollars for 
the purpose ol securing better arms 
and equipment for the militia, flon 
Mr. Foster explained the reasons 
which had induced the government 
to ask for this sum. After careful 
consideration and investigation the 
government bad decided on the Lee- 
Eufield rifle as the weapop to place 
in the hands of the militia. Forty 
thousand stand would be procured 
as well as two thousand three hun
dred Dee-Enfield magazine carbines 
for the cavalry. Four batteries of six 
twelve-pounder guns would also be 
procured. The decision reached• by 
the government was after consulta-

The arms and ammunition were to 
be supplied at the very lowest price, 
and ip order to secure them at the 
smallest cost the goyernpaent bad un
dertaken to pay Toy them promptly. 
One million dollars was due befotp 
July first. The government had pon- 
traded altogether for two million» for 
arms and ammunition, The other, 
million asked for would be expended 
after consultation with the home au
thorities. Mr. Mills—Is the whole 
upbility with the war office ? tion. 
Mr. Foster replied that the obliga
tion frith the war bffice already 
amounted to $1,844 000 _ _ The arms 
and ammunition were being supplied 
at eost; plus a commission of five per 
cent only tor inspeetjop and handling. 
Sir Richard .Cartwright—What is the 
cosj; ? Hon. Lfr. Foster—Some of 
the rifles are made in the government 
factories, others by private individu
als, bpt all are approved for the gov
ernment, For the pf}es procured 
from the trade we pay £4 each, for 
the bayonets and scabbards 133 6d ;

£8,000. For the rifles made in the 
government factories the price is 
£3 los each. The four batteries will 
cost £24,000. Hon. Mr. Dickey said 
it was originally intended to purchase 
fifty Maxim guns, but Lord Wolseley 
advised that the money would be bet
ter spent in extra artillery. The 
cost of the Maxim guns was 
$3,000 each. All details have 
been arranged by OoL Like without 
interference from Ottawa. The coun
try was deeply indebted to Geo. Gas
coigne for his moderate estimates. 
Many imperial officers would have run 
to great extravagance, but Gen Gas
coigne had kept in view the conditions 
of the country. Mr. Casey complain
ed that the authority of parliament 
had not been asked for the expendi
ture and protested against this expendi
ture having been undertaken without 
the advice of a royal commission. 
Mr. Mills declared the proceeding 
was wholly unconstitutional, and Mr. 
Laurier supported this contention. 
Col. Prior, replying to Messrs. 
Mills and Oasey said that the former 
bad impressed him as a man wrapped 
up in his books. His speech in favor 
of a rifle that would inflict terrible 
wounds seemed to mark him as a 
■' most blood-thirsty ruffian,” to. use 
the phrase in its parliamentary sense. 
Modern military science favored a 
rifle throwing a small bullet at high 
velocity, one that would place an 
enemy hors de combat without killing 
him. As for Mr. Oasey, he could tell 
that honorable gentlemaff,that the 
Canadian militia should be armed 
with the very best class of magazine 
rifle. Even the moral effect of going 
into action with an inferior weapon 
was not to be lightly regarded. Mr 
Sutherland favored the purchase of 
Ihe best class of rifle, but criticized 
the manner of the purchase. Messrs. 
MuMullen and Lister protested 
against this expenditure. Hon Mr. 
Foster remarked that the resolution 
had been three hours under discussion 
and if the opposition intended to 
block this business Something else 
might be taken up In December 
last year circumstances arose which, 
while they might now be considered 
as tail twisting, were not so consider
ed here or in England, The govern 
ment deemed itself bound to be prepar- 
edforthe emergency. As to the govern
ment not taking parliament into its 
confidence, the government had done 
so in the speech from the throne, and 
in the debate upon it. Not one hon. 
gentleman had demurred from the 
proposed expenditure. Again in the 
budget he bad outlined the expendi
ture and members of the opposition 
distinctly stated their determination 
not to oppose any reasonable expendi
ture for defence. The same spirit had 
oeen manifested in the debate upon 
the resolution regarding the mother 
country. And now would the oppos
ition place the government in the 
position of repudiating an obligation 
undertaken to put the country in 
state of defence called for by the cir
cumstances of the time ? If so, it was 
a strange commentary upon the* 1 
pressions evoked in Engtind at the 
splendid outburst of imperial loyalty 
in the Canadian parliament. He ap 
pealed to the leader of the opposition 
to say whether this vote should go 
through or not. Frankly the govern 
ment was in this matter in the hands 
of the opposition. This had the de
sired effect, and after a brief protest 
by Sir Richard Cartwright and Mr. 
Davies the resolution was adopted 
and reported. At ten minutes past 
one the house got into committee of 
of supply. The supplementary esti
mates were taken up, but no progress 
was made, the first item, one of $180 
as a retiring allowance to the late sec
retary of the agricultural departement 
being discussed until the house ad
journed at 1.40 a. m.

Shortia upon which Mr. Tarte is 
making his campaign in Beauharnois 
The deputy speaker, to pi ice himself 
tight with his constituents, reviewed 
the whole circumstances of the case 
and read letters to show that he was 
anything but favorable to the com
mutation, although Mr. Tarte was en
deavoring to prove to the contrary in 
Beauharnois. Mr. Laurier made a 
reply by attacking the government lor 
having gone back upon their position 
taken in regard to the sentence of 
Reil. Hon Mr. Dickey pointed out 
the inconsistency of both, accusing 
the government ot failing in theii 
duty by not advising his excellency 
and charging the government with 
the responsibility for his excellency’s 
action. The responsibility was one, 
however, which the government fully 
accepted. While Mr. Davies was on 
his feet attacking the government 
with might and main, rap went the 
black rod’s gravel on the door, and 
the sergeant-at-arms stepped forward 
to announce him. But Mr. Davies 
kept on talking. He was bound to 
be in the last work and would have 
succeeded, but that his remarks were 
replied to briefly by the minister of 
justice, against whom they were 
directed. Then came the summons 
of the senate, when the final scenes of 
the sixth session of the seventh par 
liament were enacted.

On Wednesday fair progress was 
made in committee of supply on the 
supplementary estimates. The supple
mentary estimates were passed on 
Thursday forenoon. Before the 
house rose Hon Mr. Foster urged 
that the main estimates for three 
months be allowed to pass in order 
to avoid, if possible, the necessity for 
parliament meeting in July, which 
would be expensive and inconvenient. 
Sir Richard Cartwright said it was 
utterly impossible to accede to the re
quest; it was most unreasonable. 
Therewith the matter dropped. At 
three o’clock the house re-assembled 
and at once proceeded to concur in 
the" supplementary estimates. On 
tfle item of i,ooo,ôqo for arms and 
ammunition, Mr. Rinfret, seconded 
by Mr. Legris, moved in amendment 
that the item be not concurred in, but 
that “this house regrets that the 
government, without the authority of 
parliament^ has entered into contracts 
for the pprehase of arms and equip
ments to the amount of pearly two 
midlion.” The house divided on the 
amendment, which was defeated by 
67 nays to 35 yess. Messrs. Mc
Carthy and ÿqbbs voted with -the 
opposition, Mr, Wallace with the gov-

His excellency, having taken his 
seat on the throne, read the follow
ing speech :
Honorable Gentlemen of the Senate : 
Gentlemen of the House of Commons :

I am glad to be able to relieve you from 
farther attendance in parliament. I desire 
to express my regret that the commission 
which my government recently despatched 
to confer with the local authorities of Mani
toba has been unproductive of any imme 
diate result tod the question relating to 
schools in that province still awaits settle 
ment.

I thank you for the appropriation which 
yoa have made towards proceeding for the 
better arming and equipment of the militia 
forces of the country. The powers with 
which yon have endowed the oommiesioners 
appointed under the Behring sea claims 
convention will, I trust, facilitats the inves
tigation of that tribunal and hasten a just 
settlement of these long standing claims.
Gentlemen of the House of Commons :

I have-to thank you for the supplemen 
tary provision yon have made for carrying 
on the services of the current year.
Honorable Gentlemen of the Senate : 
Gentlemen of the Honse of Commons :

As inasmuch as in the opinion of my ad 
visors, it is desirable that the judgmecljof 
the people upon the questions which now 
engage public attention, should be obtained 
at an early day, I have to announce my in
tention to cause this parliament to be im 
mediately dissolved.

The guns boomed once pore from 
Nepean Point and the seventh parlta 
ment of the dominion was at an end

Provinolel Legislature,

tion with the imperial authorities./ ernment. On the item of $ao,ooo
for enlarging the Lacbine canal Mr 
McShane raised all sorts of objections, 
claiming that the amount was un
necessary. Sir Donald Smith made 
an urgent appeal to have the vote put 
through, but Mr. McShaae, -was 
obstinate, and being packed up t)y 
Mr. Laurier, the vote gras reduced to 
110,090. The remainder of the 

•upplementaries were concurred and 
the supply bill passed at six o'clock. 
Sir Richard Cartwright wanted to 
know about the next meeting of par
liament, and was informed by Sir 
Châties Tupper that it was the inten
tion to have phe new parliament about 
the middle of July, to which Sir Rich- 
arfi rejoined that the elections should 
have been brought on a week earlier, 
i is the government would have trouble 
enough getting on without supplies in 
the meantime. ' At the evening 
session five private bills, including the 
Chignecto ship railway bill were, with
draw!) and the fees ordered to be 
r§paij, business over, Mr. Bergeron 
brought up the matter bOhe comrtiu

for the carbines, 2 300 altogether, tation of the sentence of Valentine

Thursday, April 16
Mr, Shaw followed Mr. Bell. He ex 

preeeed hie gratification at the fact that 
after two years the views of the hon- 
member for Bedeqne regarding taxes 
bed changed, and are now the same as 
those held by the Opposition, The op 
position contended when the land taxa
tion measure was introduced that it was 
unfair, and argued in favor of compe 
tent valuators being appointed to go 
through the Island and in each of the 
school districts take a medium farm and 
in this way get an equalisation. Under 
the Davies Assessment Act, three men 
were appointed for each district ; but as 
these men had no means of learning the 
exact vaine, a great inequality existed.
But the hon. member for Bedeqne went 
against the Opposition, and supported 
every act of the Government, taxing the 
living and the property of the dead. He 
was glad, however, to see that he now 
shows signs of repentance. Mr. Bell 
rose to a point of order and claimed that 
be voted against the system of land tax

Proposed by the Government. Mr.
haw, however, claimed, that the evi 

dence was against the hon, member,' 
that whilst be talked against the mea
sure he actually voted for it, He point
ed ont that there was only one instance 
in the scriptmre of redemption in con
sequence of repentance at the eleventh 
boar, but he (Mr. Shaw) sincerely 
hoped that even at thie late hour the 
hon. member Ifor Bedeqne would 
ceive justification, The hon. member 
reminded him of the ferryman who 
looked one way and palled another ; he 
talked against the Government and sup
ported all their obnoxious measures 
The hon. member from Bedeqne inti 
mated that the farmers of this province 
were dishonest in regard to the veins 
tion of their lands for assessment pur 
oses, Bnt the assertion is false, and 
,e (Mr. Shaw) hurled it back in the 

teeth of the hon. member or any one 
else who might express himself in a 
similar manner. The hon. member Is a 
lawyer, and it is well known that these 
gentlemen have a scale of charges. Bnt 
nothing of this sort is true of the farm 
ers in regard to the valuation of their 
land, ffe was glad Indeed to observe 
that the hen. member was disposed to 
repent bis past conduct, and hoped that 
he would see his way dear to back np 
his statements by his vote. When the 
present Government was In Opposition, 
the harden of their song was that 
revenue and expenditure should be 
made to meet. In fact they made the 
night hideous with their cries along thie 
line. That was their déclaration, And 
they nailed their colors to the mast and 
went to the country on that policy 
The hon, member for West River, the 
hon member for Bedeqn", am other hon 
members now either in the Govern, 
ment or supporters thereof are on re
cord in the Parliamentary Reporter as 
strongly advocating the poliev of mak, 
lng ends meet, Yet how are they act. 
ting ? What have they to aay for them
selves ? They are going beok on their 
promisee most ebamefnUy. Instead of Ha^'e‘et“tha"t" vesr"? 
making ends meet they are piling tfp a ■ --- - - - -
défit at the bank! and issuing deben
ture» • In the session of 1888, the fol- 
lowing resolution was ’ passed 1—Be. 
solved. That In thé opinion of this

Iiouee thè present financial state of the 
roylnce demands ap immediate and 
jadioious polley of retrenchment In the 

expenses of legislation and otb r depart
ments of the publie service, in order 
that the annual expenditure be kept 
within the limits of the ordinary 
revenue. Mr. Shew had jnst concluded 
the reading of the regolqtion when six 
o'clock arrived, and the Honse adjourn, 
ed until 10 o’clock on Friday,

Friday, April 17.
Mr. Shaw resumed the debate on the 

moti-n to go intocomirHtee of supply. 
He pointed ont that ftbén the House Ad
journed at fi o’clock last evening he was 
quoting a resolution introduced in 1889 
by Hon. Mr. yéo, in which it yras stated 
that the tiipe bad arrived wheh Avenue 
and expenditure should be made to

roeo*. He had also quoted from the 
recorded utterances of several hon. 
members of the house along the same 
line— utterances which he bad no doubt 
they would be going back upon when in 
a few weeks they would be in the midst 
of a Dominion election campaign. But, 
fortunately, we have the Parliamentary 
Reporter to confront them with—the 
Reporter which the present administra
tion had abolished. Mr. Shaw then 
proceeded to quote from the Parliament
ary Reporter the utterancee of various 
members of the Govemmen with respect 
to the matter of making revenae and 
expenditure meet. In 1889 the hon. 
member for West River bad deprecated 
deficits and promised to save at least 
$25,000 of public money by reducing the 
salaries of the officials. How has he 
kept this promise ? The Government of 
which he is a member has increased the 
salaries of tha officials and added to 
their number, and instead of a reduc
tion of expenses there has been an in
crease. The hon. member from Spring- 
ton in the same session had also ex 
pressed himself as being opposed to the 
policy of deficits and in favor of making 
revenue and expenditure meet. The 
public accounts show how they have 
kept their promise. The hon. member 
had said that there ciulfi be only 
one result of having a deficit each year, 
and that was the financial ruin of the 
Province. Yet he sits in his seat to-day 
with those words ringing in his ears, 
and the blush of shame does not mantle 
hie brow. In 1891, according to the 
same Parliamentary Reporter, similar 
declarations were made regarding the 
meeting of revenue and expenditu re 
In 1891, when the present Government 
obtained power, they submitted a state
ment of the debt and liabilities on the 
24th of April, showing that $171,931 
was due at that time. In order to make 
up the amount they charged their pre
decessors with $33,060 of the unearned 
subsidy. Proceeding, he showed how 
the present administration had $4?,00 ) 
to begin work with on that date. He 
also showed how, in that year, they 
promised to make ends meet. The ! 
hoc. member had said that the accounts 
would be squared, and that no govern
ment was justified in adding to and in
creasing the public debt every year. 
Yet year after year, huge deficits have 
been rolled up. How can the honorable 
member justify his conduct in remain
ing in a government which hae not 
kept its promises? The hon. member 
for' West River had also been heard 
from He said no business men would 
remain in a government that would 
allow the business of the country to get 
into the conditions in which they found 
it. How could be, as a business man, 
remain in a government which pursued 
such a ruinous policy ? He thought it 
was high time that both the hon mem
ber for West River and the hon. member 
for Springton should fold their tents, 
and, like the arab, steal silently sway. 
The Leader of the Government, the 
bright and particular star around which 
the statelites revolve, ia also on record 
as promising to take steps for abolishing 
the deficits and making ends meet. He 
kept his promise by having a big deficit 
each year. If ever there was a political 
failure it is the Leader of the present 
Government. The hon. member for 
East Point is also on record on this 
matter of making ends meet. He said 
that unless this were done, national 
bankruptcy stared us in the face. Al- 
though nothing was done to meet the 
views he then expressed, we find him 
to-day one ot the most servile followers 
of the present Government, The hon. 
member for Fort Augustas had also ex 
pressed himself as opposed to deficits, 
He said he considered it a great mistake 
to roll up deficit after deficit. No doubt 
he wss sincere. But evil associations 
bad evidently corrupted him and he was 
in the same political slough as the other 
supporters of the administration. In 
1891 they endeavored to equalize revenue 
and expenditure by giving discounts in 
tfie'Land' Office. In consequence they 
demoralized that department to such an 
extent that two leaves are now sufficient 
for the Commissioner’s report, in spite 
of the fset that it is the only revenue 
yielding department in the public 
service. They first gave discounts to 
their friends, but later on some of their 
opponents were similarly favored, In 
1891 they obtained $72,878 from the 
Land Office, and yet they had a deficit 
of upwards of $30,000. The interest 
paid yearly is a sure indication 
of the debt of a country. The Leader 
of the Government in his budget speech 
took great credit for a reduction in the 
amount paid for interest, He said that if 
the late government had remained in 
power and had increased the debt to 
the sime extent they would have to 
pay $20,000 interest instead of $14 000 
Taking up this statement, Mr. Shaw 
proceeded to prove that the present 
Government had largely increased, 
rather than decreased, the amount paie 
for interest. In 1890, the last year of 
the late Government, they paid out 
$2,697, and the present Government 
during the first year of their power 
paid the enormous sum of $7,075. Stil 
the Leader brazenly says they curtailed 
the public debt. But he knows better 
than that. In 1892, as shown by the 
Parliamentary Reporter, the Leader 
whined considerably in his budget 
speech, and when taxed with another 
deficit of $30,000, he blamed it on the 
Tories, because they had charge for a 
part of 1891, But next year he was de
termined that the expenditures should 
be made 10 meet, and he brought in a 
debenture bill by means of which he 
proposed to liquidate the debt of the 
Province. In this way they fastened 
permanent debt on this country, He 
said they came in to_ get the country 
ont of debt, and that iras the wav they 
did it, Although the present Govern
ment folly controlled affaire daring 1892 
the result was another deficit 01 $37,- 
651, In that year also they psid $6,649 
in interest. How does this ^compare 
with a little over $2,000 daring the con- 
trol of the late Government, In 1893 
the Leader was again ready to repeat 
his promises. In his Budget Speech 
he said revenue and expenditure would 
certainly be made to meet. In that 
veer they took in only $19,021 in the 
in the Land Office, for the simple res, 
eon that'tbe resources of that arm of the 
lublio service were almost exhausted 
:n consequence of their policy, Tueir 
deficit in that year was not $10,000 or 
1120,000. The enormous deficit of $119.- 
1145 was rolled np, although the public 
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and worship ft In (hat papér in the 
report of the Leader’s Budget Speech be, 
is on record *1 again declaiming agalnit 
the terrible resalt of deficits and again 
pledging himself to make revenue and 
expenditure meet. He said the time 
had come when the policy of drift most 
be abandoned and some scheme adopt
ed by which the reveitue will be aug' 
mented and ends made to mé?t. But 
now did the Leader keep the prom aa 
he made? He passed the lend tax bill 
and instituted an aimy of i|x col
lectors to enforce it, Jj^e opposed the 
measure and claimed that it should pot 
have been passed without consulting 
the people. Besides the land tax they 
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swelled the revenue. They also taxed
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