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dian ores at home, instead of having to ship these latter
to the United States for treatment.

The Institute has already proved its efficiency and
its ability to largely assist the miner in performing
his work and carrying out his ideas generally. I might
add that it is only by constant concerted action of this
kind that the miner can feel that from Sydney to the
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quon his interests are thoroughly protected, and this
unity of purpose and action is bound to secure for the
mining men that reasonable legislation which is neces-
iary to the Successful carrying out of their work and
t;ll:mess. : 'l‘he annua_l i'nert‘aase. in membership shows
S rf) plhal'lty of_ this institution. The modern idea
ehanigala pdrofe_ss1.ona1 angi scientifie classes, civil, me-
g ora?nd fmmmg engineers as well, of becoming
e Izn oeod 01;1‘ mutual benefit and support, can result
o ofgus . here may be a feeling on the part of
s | {Lt our by-laws, or our methods, or the
o T e estlons, are not in accord with the ideas
o i embers ; but our constitution and our by-
= tlhiq i thes provide any remedy that may be desired
bl 4 pect, and after due notice they may be readily
anv, = O.f D eve_rtheless, no p_articular province, nor yet
s men 1n the Dominion, should, however, in my
opinion, ask for special provisions to ;neet spec’ial cir-
cumstances unless with the concerted motion of the
whole Institute. Tt is well that outsiders should know
as well as we do that the Institute is not for the benefit
of speculators or mining manipulators, but was estab.
hshgd, and is maintained, for the advan’cement ;{ndA TO
tection of the genuine mining interests all over pthé
country; and, generally to render this work effective
and its influence paramount, it is first of all essential
of course, that it should have our loyal adhesion and
support as members. Then, while our individual opera-
tions, and even the industry as a whole, may have g;)heir

respective ups and downs, the Institute, I trust—like
Tennyson’s Brook—will flow on for ever; and, althoug
Cobalt, eontrary to every indication, should see its fail-
ure, as Port Arthur did some twenty years ago, the
Mining Institute would continue its useful career for
future generations of mining men.

Gentlemen, it is scarcely possible to declare that fﬂhe'
present meeting in this hotel is opened without a passing
reference to the unfortunate circumstances attending
our former meeting here. There can be no doubt what-
ever that the regretted death of our late esteem®
seeretary—Mr. B. T. A. Bell—upon the very eve of
meeting, placed a damper upon the entire proceeding®
of the convention of that year, so that it was scarcely
possible for the City of Toronto, or the Province 0
Ontario, of which it is the splendid capital, to have
formed from that ‘meeting any fair idea of the import-
ance or the influence of this Institution. We meet agal®
to-day in Toronto, not only as one of the mining centres
of the Dominion, but the centre of the Dominion fro™
the mining standpoint.

In declaring this ninth annual meeting of the (Cana-
dian Mining Institute open for the despatch of business:
it is in no purely formal manner that I express the fer-
vent hope that you are each and all a unit in contribut-
ing to its interest and success. The papers that are te
be read cannot but prove instructive to every mining
man, covering, as they do, everything in our mining
interests, from coal to gold. It only remains for me te
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thank you, gentlemen, for having honored me with the
highest office in your gift, and to ask from you contiﬂ“ee
confidence and support through the sessions 0
present convention. ;

I believe, gentlemen, in eonclusion. that in meetlni
here in Ontario that there are some vital issue”




