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faith. Their force a» illustration* of popery 
cannot be evaded therefore.

Turn where yoo will here, >ou meet, 1 
• repeat, with these debaemg .. ode. I r 

ferred in a late letter to the t mrch of S. 
Peter in Vincoli ; it i* • »up«b structure, 
and adorned with the grand “Mo»e»’' of 
Michael Angelo. the “Saint Marguerite 
nnd the “ Saint Augustine’’ of Guerrino, the 
•• Hope ’’ of Guido, and the “ Deliverance 
of St. Peter,” by Domenirhino. Thin su
perb church was erected, for what.? Ai a 
shrine for the chains of St. Peter ; not only 
the chain which, it is alleged, he wore here 
in the Mamertine prison (though it is very 
doubtful whether he ever saw Rome ) but 
also that from which the angel delivered 
him, at night in Jerusalem. There is, how
ever, but one chain in this reliquary ; this 
mystery only makes the marvel greater, for 
it is protested that, when the two chains 
were brought into each others .presence, 
they ran together and united so intimately 
that they became one. I affirm again to 
you, Mr. Editor, that 1 am reporting no 
mere popular construction of this case, but 
the declared verdict of the church—its opin
ion recorded and commemorated in this 
splendid temple with its spiendid works of 
art, and an army of idle monks sustained on 
its premises ; any visitor in Rome, can see 
this chain exhibited on thefirst day of Au
gust—the festival of Si. Peter in Vincoli.

I have several times spoken of the church 
of Santa Maria in Ara cceli, which over
looks the Capitol and Forum, from the very 
site of the ancient temple of Jupiter Capito- 
linus. Here, during the Christmas holidays, 
1 saw a theatrical exhibition of the Incarna
tion. A side chapel was decorated with 
pasteboard figures, large as life, illustrating 
the scene in the manger. But what gives 
this exhibition importance over all similar 
shows in Rome, (and they abound here, at 
that season,) is the alleged fact that the 
Wooden Jiombino—or infant Christ—placed 

among the pasteboard accompaniments, was 
carved out of a tree from Mount Olivet, by 
a Franciscan monk, and painted by St. 
Luke, while the good monk was taking his 
siesta, by the side of his work. It is all 
begemmed with precious stones. At its ex
hibition, not only the superstitious hordes of 
the city, but of the surrounding country, 
flock to it, on account of the cures it is said 
to effect, of all sorts of maladies. Murray's 
Guide Book says that, “ the Italians them 
selves a.-sert that it receives more fees than 
any physician in Rome." It is carried out, 
by the priests, in a coach kept for the pur
pose, for visits to the sick. During the late 
revolution the republican chiefs gave these 
priests the Pope’s own gilded coach for the 
purpose, but the French took it from them 
and compelled them to use their old brown 
one again.

There are one hundred fat Capuchin 
Friars living on the premises of this church, 
and thus fleecing the ignorant populace, by 
an imposture which the Pope, out of self- 
respect, if not respect for religion, should 
hurl down the Capitoline hill and submerge 
in the Tiber.

These are but specimens of what consti
tutes the chief importance of the Catholic 
faith here, in Rome itself, among the popu
lar classes ; the grandest public ceremonies, 
t he most effective preaching, the most potent 
popular ideas of religion, are connected with 
these legendary fooleries; and the highest 
responsibilities of the church here are amen
ai)! to God and m nkrad for these debasing 
pr anations.

You can no longer wonder that the masses 
are morally imbecile and incapable of self- 
government, and almost every man who 
rises above the vulgar level that of igno
rance and delusion, becomes a sceptic.— 
The church is responsible alike for the 
degradation of the superstitious and the infi
delity of the intelligent. Terrible will be 
the account which its chiefs must give in 
the great and terrible day. Yours, See.
—Zion's Herald. A. Stevens.
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Christianity's Microscope.
“ 1 will «<«I U every moment Irut any hart It, I will 

keep it night and day ''—tea 27, 8

le?, Christianity has its microscope as 
well as its telescope. Do not suffer unbe
lief to suggest, “ My God and father inbab- 
iteth eternity, with him one day is as a 
thousand years, and a thousand years as 
one day : be sitteth upon the circle of the 
earth, and the inhabitants thereof are as 
grasshoppers what can the sufferings of a 
few weeks or years seem in his sight? are 
they not less than nothing and vanity ?’’— 
Blind unbelief ! that my Father is infinite 
and eternal, warrants my assurance that 
he appreciates every hour’s suffering, and 
with all a parent’s solicitude counts up the 
moments of my grief. Were tûere any 
limit to bis infinity, my sorrow would be 
merged in the tide of a world’s calamities. 
But now the everlasting God, Jehovah, the 
Creator of the ends of the earth, givetb 
power to the faint. He dwells with and 
revives the humble contrite spirit. No 
sigh of bis children is wasted on the winds, 
no tears fall upon the sand. Remember be 
has taught us to pray, “ Put thou my tears 
into thy bottle : are they not in thy book f”

[roe the raovtaciAL we.letas.]

Obituary Notice.
Died, at the Gore, Douglas, on the 16th 

of April, in the 72nd year of bis age, Mr. 
Samuel Hamilton. Mr. II. experienced 
a saving change from nature to grace many 
years since ; but like too many in the 
Cburch he lost his first love, and for several 
years past was living in a backslidden state. 
But as for some months past his physical 
system gave premonitions of approaching 
dissolution, he felt the necessity of setting 
his house in order. He accordingly settled 
his worldly business, and then wished to 
have done with the world. His mind 
was henceforward greatly exercised with 
respect to a preparation for that eternal 
state, upon which he was about to enter ; 
and we have reason to believe, from his own 
testimony, that ere the summons came he 
was found again in Christ. Mr. Hamilton 
was an old and respectable inhabitant of the 
Gore, and Lis death is generally regretted, 

funeral sermon was preached at his

Infidelity," remarks the eloquent 
Robert Hall, “ is the joint offspring of an 
irreligious temper and unholy speculation. 
It has passed through various stages, each 
distinguished by higher gradations of im
piety ; for when men arrogmntiy abandon 
their guide, and wilfully shut their eyes on 
the light of heaven, it is wisely ordained 
that their errors shall multiply at every 
step, until their extravagance confutes itself, 
and the mischief of their principles works 
its own antidote. That such has been the 
progress of infidelity, will be obvious from 
a slight survey of its history.”

These observations of the learned divine 
will be abundantly verified to the minds of 
all who trace advancing infidelity from its 
earliest phase as exhibited in the skepticism 
ol Spinoza and Lord Herbert through its 
successive developments in the writings of 
Bolingbroke, of Hume, of Gibbon, of Vol
taire, till it spends its accumulated force 
and portrays its fruit in the horrors of the 
French Revolution. It began with question 
ing through Spinoza and Herbert the neces
sity of revelation and asserting the sufficien
cy of natural religion, while it neither denied 
the beauty of the doctrines, or impugned 
the morality, of the Bible; gathering cou
rage it essayed by the pen of Bolingbroke 1 to 
invalidate the proofs of the moral character 
of the Deity and consequently all expecta
tions of rewards and punishments ; leaving 
the Supreme Being no other perfections 
than those which belong to a first cause or 
Almighty contriver ;’ then it proceeded in 
the subtle sophistries of Hume, and the dar
ing insinuations of historical doubt by Gibbon 
to destroy, if it were possible, the founda
tions of the Christian faith, and to cast man
kind into the utter darkness of unmitigated 
unbelief: it remained for the pages of Vol
taire and of Paine to point against the God 
they denied the weapons of a frightful ribald
ry, and for the blasphemies and blood of 
France to give their terrible testimony to 
the tendency and issues of infidelity.

The world recoiled Irora the spectacle 
that France presented, and sceptics sa» 
the necessity of retracing the steps which 
bad conducted them to so revolting and 
ruinous a result. They began to retrace 
them. They turned to Christianity, not, 
indeed, to acknowledge their error, and 
embrace its creed, but to borrow its prac
tical ideas and simulate its spirit : they 
proclaim themselves the friend» of moral 
progress, the sympathisera with suffering 
humanity ; they profess admiration ol 
Christ, while they plot the destruction of 
his Church ; they confess the charity and 
morality of the Gospel, but do not accept 
the doctrine of ita power. Such is the 
accommodated character of that modern in
fidelity which seeks the most insidiously to 
undermine the edifice of Christianity. Its 
vantage ground is obvious, and it has its 
wily representatives in every place. It is 
an evil, in the presence of which the 
Christian must be neither inactive nor dis
mayed, but must, in faith, with zeal and 
perseverance, aim to counteract it by ex
erting every means to spread scriptural 
holiness throughout the land. This is our 
* high calling,’ and blessed be God we may 
prosecute it with a ‘glorious hope.’

Secularism, the latest scion of the atheis
tic tree, shoots into day with more manifest
ed hostility to the'Redeemer and his cause 
them the somewhat subdued species of 
skepticism to which we have pointed in the 
preceding paragraph. To ita chief aspects 
we had purposed directing the attention ol 
our readers but pause at present here re
serving the remarks we had intended to 
offer for a future occasion.

The constantly increasing circulation 
through our country of a soul destroying 
literature renders the duty of exposing the 
fallacies and inconsistencies of atheistic 
advocates, and thus endeavoring to rescue 
men from the grasp of these direst enemies 
of the human race, doubly incumbent upon 
us at the present time.

Ilia
own house from Amos vi. 12, “ Prepare to 
meet thy God"; after which bis mortal re
mains were committed to the family burial 
ground, in a beautifully secluded spot, in 
his own orchard. They rest, with several 
of bis children who had preceded him, be
side the remains of William Bloia Esq., a 
local preacher, and a bright example of 
Christian piety in our Church, who a few 
years since died in the full triumph of faith. 
Methodism has done much for the people 
of ihe Gore in former years. Many of them 
were brought to God through the instru
mentality of its ministers, and several of 
them have died happy in the Lord, among 
whom was a sister of Mr. Blois, whose end, 
I have been informed, was not only serene 
but triumphant and glorious. Of late years a 
spirit of apathy and worldliness has seemed 
to come over them very detrimental to their 
spiritual interests. Would that they would 
attend to the voice of God which is address
ed to them both by his providence and from 
his word—- Remember from whence thou 
art tall,,, and repent, and do the first xoork, : 
wiil T 1 Wlil comc unt0 ,hee quickly, and
«4oiTe ll,y ««“«tick out of ita place, 
axeepi bou repenlQ Tcttlt

Maitland, April 2Uh, 1856.

Mount Allison Wesleyan 
Academy.

ANNIVERSARY, COMMITTER OF VrgITORS, 
BOARD MKXTtNO, 3tC.

The thirteenth annual Examination of classes 
in this Academy is to begin, D. V., on Monday 
morning the 2d of June next, and to be con
tinued through that and the next day. On 
Tuesday afternoon, at 3 o’clock, a lecture ia to 
be delivered by the Rev. Thomas B. Smith of 
Richibucto, upon “ The Life and Writings of 
Mrs. Hannah More." On Tuesday evening, at 
7 o'clock, there will be a social gathering of the 
officers, alumni, and students of both branches 
of the Institution. On Wednesday forenoon, 
at the close of the students’ exercises, the Rev. 
James R. Narraway, of Guysborough, will de
liver an address entitled—* Our Destiny among 
Oie Aurions of the Future; and the Training 
needful worthily to accomplish it.”

Former students, and the friends of the Insti
tution and of education generally, are cordially 
invited to attend.

It is hoped that the gentlemen who were “ ap
pointed and respectfully reques*ed " by the 
Eastern British American Wesleyan Conference, 
at its first session, “ to constitute a Committee of 
Visitors to attend the examinatory and anni
versary exercises at Mount Allison, to notice 
generally the state of the Institution in all its 
deparimente, and to report thereupon," will be 
able to attend to the duty so assigned. These 
are the Hon. Judge Wilmot, the Hon. James J. 
Rogerson, S. L. Shannon, Esq., James Olive, 
E.q , Wm. R. Dudrnan, Esq., Joe. Salter, Esq., 
and Nathan Tupper, Esq.

The Annual Board Meeting of the Trustees 
is to be held this year, according to the notice 
already given by the president of the Board, in 
the Saint John Germain Street Chapel School 
Room, at ti o’clock, a.m., Tuesday the I7th of 
June. By the appointment of the last Confer
ence, the following lay Brethren are members 
of the Board, viz :—Charles F. Allison, Esq, 
John II. Anderson, Esq , Gilbert T. Ray, Esq., 
Hon. Charles Young, Hon. Stephen Fulton, 
George H. Starr, Esq, and Mariner Wood, 
Esq. It is deemed quite important that the 
meeting should be a full one.

H. PlCEARD.
Saclcuillc, A’. B , May 3rd, 1836.

ANNAPOLIS DISTRICT MEETING.

The ministers of the Annapolis District are 
hereby requested to meet on Thursday, the 5th 
day of June next, at nine o’clock a. ra., in the 
New Wesleyan Chorch at Canning, Cornwallis 
Esst, for the dispatch of the business of the 
District. M. Pickles, Chairman,

I From lbs London Watchman 1

Wesleyan Methodist Missionary 
Society.

At one period of the past financial year 
there waa, it may be remembered, reason 
for exhortation and appeal, not because the 
Society’s interests were thought to be in 
danger of serions loss, but because the usual 
nnd expected income was not then assured, 
and the bare possibility of eventual disap
pointment was a risk too grave to be incur
red without taking extraordinary precautions 
against it. That fear has now passed away 
The regular contributions to the Society’s 
Funds bave not been less in this than in the 
former year ; what the proceeds from con
tingent sources may bave been, we do not 
yet know, but the Committee repeats with 
increasing confidence its announcement, that 
the total income wiil considerably exceed 
El 00,000.

The Wesleyan Missionary Committee can 
therefore look forward to meeting their 
friends in Exeter Hall this spring with 
thankful hearts for the past,and with enlarg
ed views for the future. The Anniversary is 
appointed to take place on the first Monday 
in next month, when the Earl of Shaftes
bury will preside over the Meeting. It is 
conceivable that the Committee might have 
secured the services of many another advo
cate and friend, whose names easily occur 
to the mind, but it is certain that they could 
have invited no one whose occupation of tha 
Chair would have given more general and 
grateful satisfaction. Ol the other appoint
ments we shall have a better opportunity of 
speaking hereafter, and therefore content 
ourselves with a reference to the first adver
tisement in our publication of to-day. We 
must notice, however, the devotional services 
which are ;o be held at City Road on the 
Saturday evening preceding the Annual 
Meeting in Exeter Hall, and whieh we trust 
will be largly attended by friends from the 
country as well as from the London Circuits. 
On the morning of the same Saturday, May 
3rd, thete will be a Breakfast Meeting a; 
the London Tavern wi;b particular reference 
to the China Mission. This, too, lias ol 
late become one of the regular incidents of 
the Anniversary, and on the present occasion 
most befittingly will the Chair be occupied. 
There are in the “ Notices" of this month 
some interesting letters from our promising 
young Missionaries at Canton, and tfitiugh 
they speak with modesty of their own pro
gress, every one who can judse of the cir
cumstances will pronounce that it is all that 
could have been expected.

The oldest Missionaries to China have 
always considered the acquisition of ihe 
written and spoken languages, which are 
iwo distinct conquests, and both of them 
Immense, to be the work of a life-time.— 
Versions and revisions of the Scriptures in 
Chinese by schokrs so distinguished as Dr. 
Morrison and Mr. Medhurst, were discover 
ed about a dozen years ago to be seriou; 
inaccurate ; and many of our leaders mu ; 
have heard of the mistakes, sometimes 
comic, but always unluck), of Missionaries 
attempting to speak to the natives without 
an interpreter. One of those worthy men 
has recorded that he once bad the misfortune 
to exhort his hearers to follow a fine “ goal" 
instead of a great “ example ;’’ and at ano
ther time to demand of a bereaved family 
whether they had “ killed ’’ their transmi
grated relative, whereas he meant to have 
said “ buried ’’—the error in the latter case 
happening because between the Chinese 
sounds for the two words the only difference 
is that of an aspirate after the consonant, 
and the Missionary bad the ill hap to say 
fat instead of tai. There are now six 
Missionaries of the Wesleyan Methodist 
Society at Canton, but several of these have 
only recently arrived there, and the Mission 
itself is not five years old. When therefore 
we find these devoted men grappling with 
the difficulties of the language, acquainting 
themselves with the character and peculiari
ties of the people, and distributing the 
Scriptures and tracta, it is aa much as could 
yet have been anticipated. The Chinese 
Schools and their encouraging attendance, 
especially the School for girls presided over 
and so interestingly described by Mrs. 
Piercy, may be reckoned something addition
al and beyond our calculation. As the 
Missionaries acquire a command of the lan
guage, so as to be less dependent on native 
Teachers, these schools will probably be 
found the most effective agency that can be 
employed for the evangelization of the 
Chinese.

But the Committee, in its world-wide 
view of the field beiore it, finds an opening 
nearer borne. Until tbe appointment ol 
Mr. Batchelor to the Crimea, whose duties 
at present are restricted to the camp and 
the hospital, there was a long interval dur
ing which our Missionary Society bad no 
representative in the Mediterranean, the 
Archipelago, or the Levant. The Commit
tee observes that “ the countries which have 
been the seat of war, and which are still 
occupied by the armies of the West, are in 
a position, as to their moral and spiritual 
interests, which attracts our earnest atten
tion, and solicits prompt and vigorous effort. 
Christendom owes a debt to the sacred soil 
of the Turkish empire which she may now 
begin to repay ; and it may be hoped that 
each section of the Church, our own neither 
last nor least, will practically acknowledge 
the obligation.” We were glad to read this 
language. The late edict of the Sultan 
ordains a social and religious—perhaps to 
issue in a political—revolution in the East. 
We have been slow to pronounce an opin
ion upon ita effect, but it will be seen that 
the Missionaries in and Bear Constantinople, 
American and English,—the greater num
ber of them belonging to tbe American 
Board, and therefore free from any national 
prepossessions in favour of our Ambassador, 
—have taken, in a grateful address which 
they have presented to Lord Stratford, a 
very hopeful view of tbe recent hatti sherif, 

hick they consider “ entirely satisfactory, 
not only in its social enactments, but also in 
relation to freedom of conscience.” The 
face of tbe country will be changed by the 
influx of British capital, and by the facility 
offered to foreigners of acquiring a title to 
the soil ; and either the national distinctions 
ot the population, Turks and Greeks, will 
be gradually changed, or the Ottoman domi
nation will disappear. The latter at pre
sent ia worth preserving, as being of incal
culable benefit In one respect to religious 
freedom, and to the Protestant Missionaries 
and converts whom it protects from the 
ruthless bigotry of the Oriental Churches.— 
In the independent Kingdom of Greece, 
persecution is the law of the land ; but from 
the frontiers of that Kingdom to those of 
Persia, from Mount Pindus to Mount Ara
rat, the intolerance of half a dozen nomi
nally Christian communities will be re
strained by the Firman of a Mohammedan 
Sultan. Even the Jews will participate in 
this emancipation, and we see that they are 
already comparing “ the generous Abdul- 
Medjid to his prototype the God-fearing 
Cyrus." There is a little mistake in that ; 
for the Jews are more indebted to Lord 
Stratford than to the Sultan, or even to Sir 
Moses Montefiore ; and we should be glad 
to think that our Ambassador will remain 
at his poet to watch over the administration 
of the reform which he mainly has obtained. 
That is the aspiration of the Missionaries at 
Constantinople, who say :—“ Our devout 
wieh end prayer is, that it rosy please God

to spare your lordship yet for many years 
to come to this country, whose wise-t mea
sures have been matured for thirty ) ears 
past under your personal influence and 
advice.”

So far as the Jews are coocerned, the re
sult of this Edict is that oot only may their 
350 Rabbis in Jerusalem pursue the stud) 
of the Law and Tulmud and recite their 
endless prayers in peace, but that Israel 
may again purchase and cultivate the suilol 
Palestine. Little, however, is likely to re
sult from this permission unless the modern 
Jewish chaiacter become improved. Ai 
present it appears that the Jews are qualifi
ed neither for literary nor for manual indus
try. As to the former, one of their own li
neage and faith says,—“ Is it not a melan
choly reflection that not a single Hebrew 
letter or document, written by natives of the 
Holy Land, which aa yet has come under 
our notice, betrays any knowledge of He 
brew grammar ? Is it not a melancholy re
flection that for more than a century, as far 
as we know, not a single production has pro
ceeded from the pen of a Jewish native of 
the Holy Land worth a perusal ; and yet 
hundreds of individuals there from their 
childhood to old age devote their days aud 
nights to the srydy of the Law ?" And of 
their indisposition to what we should call 
honest labour, the same witness remarks :—
“ Of all the pursuits to which the Jews have 
been devoted since tbeir expul.ion’from the 
land ol their forefathers, that to which they 
were least attached was agriculture. It is 
a fact that the Jewish mind is at present less 
friendly disposed to laborious trades iri 
which affluence can only be obtained by 
means of plodding and perseverance. It is 

fact that their mass at present does not 
possess the bodily vigour necessary for great 
physical exertions. Whatever tbe cause 
may be, it is a fact that thousands of them 
entertain a dislike to fatiguing manual la
bour.” We cannot go further into these 
matters, which we have only partially open
ed in order to foreshadow some of tlie great 
religious questions which are arising us tin 
consequence of the two years’ war in the 
East, and which aflect Jew and Gentile, 
Christian and Mohammedan, Protestant, 
Greek and Papist. We shall expect to see 
liese topics adequately treated at the great 

Anniversaries of the next month, w hich pro
mise to all enlightened and Christian minds 
an interest ef a very high and universal 
character.— Watchman.

Bishop of Exeter.
A Correspondent of the Western Christian 

Advocate, says :—
Tbe Bishop of Exeter—or “ f'ope Henry," 

is be ia more fimiliiry called—is again miking 
a stir in his diocese. It has often been observed 
of this restless prelate, that be is never at peace 
but when be is at war. He is at present in col- 
ision with tbe inhabitants of Great Torrington. 

By order in Council it had been directed that 
the church-yard and other burial grounds in that 
town should no longer be used for interments, 
alter a certain day. Consequently a Burial 
Board was elected to carry out the intentions ol 
the Legislature, in providing an eligible spot, at 
a moderate distance from tbe dwellings ol tbe 
living, as a depository fur the aahes of the dead. 
The ground has been elltlosed by a stone wall 
sevea feet high. It has been tastefully planted 
with trees and shrubs, A lodge has been built, 
and two chapels erected, in which funeral services 
may be performed. In accordance with the act, 

groufid has b|en divided between the mem
bers of the Established Church and Die«enters 
by a broad carriage-road, on either side of which 
the Board were ready to have planted beech- 
trees, or to have affixed poets and chains. But 
the amtable Bishop refused to license or conse
crate it.Tifftbe portion of ground intended for 
members of Ihe Established Church was “ well 
and sufficiently fenced from all other ground, by 
tbe erection of a wall ” With this demand the 
Burial Board did not deem it right to comply, 
and the inhabitants of the town unanimously 
approve of the decision, for the following rea
sons: 1. Because they consider ihe Bishop’s de
mand unauthorised by law ; 2. Because the wall 
is unnecessary; 3. Because it would greatly 
detract from the beauty of the cemetery ; 4. 
Because it would create and perpetuate sectarian 
differences among a community desirous of liv
ing together in peace. The old ohurch-yard 
being now closed, the members of the Establish
ment have no place of sepulture, where they 
may bury their dead according to the rites of the 
Church, without subjecting the officiating clergy
man to ecclesiastical censure. Under these cir
cumstances they memorialized the Home Secre
tary for permission to reopen the chureh-yard 
for burials; but Sir George Gray refused to 
grant their prayer. During the space of a 
month after the closing of the church-yard, no 
burial from the pale of the Church look place. 
At length the angel of death breathed on a 
flower of ten weeks’ growth ; and the bereaved 
relatives look the withered bud, and, with the 
sexton’s help, placed the virgin dead in the vir
gin soil, without the aid of licensed priest or 
canonical prayer, and so touchingly consecrated 
to its solemn use before heaven and earth the 
appointed place of sepulture. Two other mem
bers of the Chorch have since died, and were 
buried in tbe new cemetery—the one by the 
Mayor of the town, and the other by a Dissent
ing minister. What will Henry of Exeter say 
to these things? I understand he persists in his 
refusal to consecrate the ground, till the addition
al wall be erected.

(From Scottish Guardian. I

Annexation of Onde.
In assuming the permanent and exclusive 

control and management of the territories 
of Oude, the Governor-General pledges the 
British Government that the revenues (of 
nearly a million sterling) shall be equitably 
determined, and the improvement of the 
coentry steadily prosecuted ; that justice 
shall be measured out with an equal hand, 
and protection be given to life and property ; 
and that “ every man shall enjoy hence
forth his just rights without fear of molesta
tion.” The King was deposed on the 7th 
of February; a pension of £150,000 a 
year—itself a princely revenue—has been 
granted to the fallen monarch. Hyderabad 
in the Deccan ia now the only native State 
of any moment retaining its independence ; 
but there also the condition of the Govern
ment will in all probability soon demand the 
same treatment at the banda of the British 
authorities. This may aeem sharp practice 
towards the native princes ; but it is the 
truest charity to their down-trodden people ; 
and, as a matter of policy, it is one of the 
conditions of our existence and supremacy 
in India.

The possessions and dependencies of 
Great Britain in India stretch from the 
Himalaya Mountains on the north to Cape 
Comorin on the south, and from the river 
Indus on

entitled to the benefits of our pure religion, 
and our equal and beneficent laws, a* much 
aa the people in any part of tbe three king
doms. The enterprise of British merchan s 
laid the foundation of our Indian Empire, 
which the arms of our Clives and Welling
tons, our Napiers and Hardinges, and the 
policy of men like Hastings, and Wellesly, 
and Bentinck, have maintained, defended, 
and extended. But when we look to the 
rise of our empire in India, and see bow 
one territory after ariotner has been, so to 
speak, thrust upon our possession, and when 
we consider that its myriads of inhabitants 
are controlled, aud its public affairs conduct
ed, by a body of British-born subjects, who, 
including governors, judges, magistrates, 
military officers.common soldiers, merchants, 
and civilians of every description, do not 
exceed forty thousand, or les» tnan the popu
lation of a third-rate town in Scotland,—we 
are constrained to own that another Power 
than man’s has gotten us the victory, and 
retained for us our conquests, in that mar
vellous empire. “ So absolute and undis
puted is the supremacy of the British 
sceptre," says Dr. Duff in his work on Indian 
Missions—“so regular and perfect the or- 

anisation of tbe British power,—that one 
Iritish-born subject, under the designation 

of Governor-General — who may never have 
trodden on the Indian soil —may embark on 
board a vessel in the Thames—traverse 
fifteen thousand miles of ocean—land at the 
mouth of the Ganges—proceed along that 
mighty stream as far as Dover is from 
Gibraltar—perch himself on one of the 
peaks of the Himalaya in Central Asia ;— 
and there, by a single word of his mouth, or 

single stroke of his pen, as by ilie waving 
of the wand of an omnipotent Enchanter, 
set all the teeming millions of India in mo
tion ! Can the whole annals of lime furnish 
anything parallel to this ? If not, ought 
we not to conclude that Divine Providence 
has had some grand design in view, which 
it becomes us humbly to scan and devoutly 
to prosecute ?

For what end has an all-wise and benefi
cent Providence bestowed the vast domains 
ot India upon this little island of ours in 
the midst of the sea, if not that we should 
convey to its millions of heathen the Chris
tianity and civilization of our own highly 
favored land ? The whole of India is open 
to our missionaries; but what are these 
among so many ? We doubt if the mission
aries in India of all the Churches put toge
ther will give one to every million of ihe 
population. New accessions of territory 
and people only increase our responsibility, 
and add fresh earnestness to the cries for 
help proceeding from ihe godly and devoted 
men who are bearing—and in too many 
cases, it ia to be feared, sinking under—the 
burden and heat of the day. Let the 
Churches of Christ in Great Britain solemn
ly ponder their growing obligations to India.

tticsIcBcm Intelligence.
The Methodist Churches in the 

United States.
This is tbe youngest of all the laiger sister

hoods of Churches in the United Stales, and is 
by far the most numerous. The first Metho
dist Charch in America waa organised on Christ
mas day, 1784, only sevenly-one years aga The 
progress of this branch of the evangelical body 
has been unparalleled I am indebted to a min
ister in that body (Rev. Mr. Butler) every way 
competent to tbe task, for a very complete re
port, made up to tbe latest possible date, say tbe 
1st of January, 1155. Of this report I can only 
give a résume.

As in tbe case ol tbe Presbyterian body, the 
Methodist Church in the United States has 
several branches.

There are tbe great branches called tbe “ Me. 
thoditt Episcopal Church," (in the North,) and 
tbe “ Methodist Episcopal Church, South." We 
subjoin a tabular view of tbe whole :
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We add a few other statistics : There several 

branches of the Methodist family of Churches 
have 1S2 Annual Conferences, 12.618 “local 
ministers," who preach more or less every week ; 
811 “superannuated ministers," many of whom 
preach a great deal ; making a total ol 22,209 
ministers of all classes; 1,255,897 members o: 
Anglo Saxon origin, 209,580 of African origin, 
100,562 Germans, 1,024 Swedt s and Norwegians, 
515 Welsh, 4,929 Indians ; 13,146 Sabbath 
schools, 129,885 teachers ra such schools, 691,- 
700 scholars, and 1,959 628 volumi s in Sunday- 
school libraries; 17,949 convenions in Sakbaih 
schools in 1854 ; 138,093 members of mission 
churches in the home field ; 56 foreign missions, 
81 missionaries, 30 “ local preachers," 6,869 
members, 89 day and Sunday schools, with 3,469 
pupils, in the foreign field; amount expended 
ia missions since 1819, $3,408,997.

There belong to the Methodist family of 
Churches in the United States 13,280 church 
edifices, with 4,343,579 siftings, valued at $14.- 
822,870 ; amount of slock in “ Book Concerns," 
$696,326; and annual sale, (in 1852.) $199,687; 
10 quarterly and monthly periodicals, with a 
subscription list of 225,000 ; 24 religious news
papers, with a weekly circulation of 127,900 ; 24 
colleges, with 99 pTofessors, 1,779 students, 61,- 
270 volumes in their libraries ; property in 
funds, $1,327,115, and income of $43,824; 133 
female seminaries and college», 11,678 pupils; 
$505,129 vested in their behalf; amount given 
in 1854 to the Bible, Tract, Missionary, Sunday 
School Societies, and for tbe support of super
annuated ministers, $734,618.

Mr. Butler slates that the amount invested by 
the Methodist Churches in their Book Concerns, 
college» and seminaries, churches, etc., is $17,-

He estimates tha proportion of the population 
of tbe country which may he said to be under 
the spiritual care of “Aim r.vun Methodism," at 
5,525,948 —Rev. Dr. Baird

Missions In Canada East.
The question of commencing missionary opera

tions amongst tbe French population of Canada 
East has lor some time engaged tbe serious 
consideration of the Wesleyan Church in this 
country ; but it is only within the past year that 
a distinct effort ha» been made for the evangeli- 
zation of that t lus» of our fellow subjects. Other 
missionary organizations have been engaged in 
this work for some years past, and with a con
siderable degree of success; but a wide field vet 
remains to be cultivated, and the results that 
have already crowned the labour» ol those who 
have been employed among the French Cana
dians, afford encouraging indications of what 
may be anticipated from more general and well 
directed efforts for conveying to that increasing 
portion of our population a knowledge of the 
pure Gospel, and the salvation which a cordial 
reception of it impart». It is not intended that 
our missionary operations shall interfere with 
those already establiahed in that part of the pro
vince, since there is ample room,and abundance 
of work to obviate any necessity lor Protestants 
to enter into each others labours ; and each in 
their selected sphere» may co-operate for the 
accomplishment of the same great work.— Chr 
Guardian.

Among the passengers in the steamer Africa 
from England, were the Rev. Dr. Hannah, and 
Rev. Mr. Jobaon, representative ol the English 
Wesleyan body, to the General Conference ol 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, to assemble ai 
Indianapolis on the first of May. Iioih gentle
men preached yesterday in the Mulberry street 
chorch, before audiences that showed by their 
deep attemion, a high ap| reeiation of llieir 
ministry.— }'. N. Spectator.

European.
Lord Stratford de Redclifle
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Sir,—I sent you a few lines a short time ago, 
in which I gave an extract of a letter from a 
member of our socle'y who had emigrated west 
The said letter guve an account of the loss Ot 
five from tbe family ra nine months, and parti
cularly Ihe happy death of John, a young man 
of about 22, who gave evidence of the convert
ing grace of God.

The part of the coast where our friend now 
resides there is no Wesleyan Minister, and con
sequently no means of grace the same as the 
family bad been accustomed to while here.— 
Another letter waa received ihe other day from 
our friend to her father ; and as it unmistakably 
pointa out their esteem tor Wesleyan Methodism, 
and the strong deeirt for an opportunity to attend 
our ministry, I rend you an extract which, if you 
deem worthy a place in your journal, I will 
thank you to publish.

“ I embrace the opportunity which now offers 
ot sending you a few lines, in the hope they will 
find you and all my dear friends enjoying the 
invaluable blessing of health, and what is ol more 
value than this, the fulness ol the blessing of the 
gospel of Christ.

“ I feel somewhat disappointed that I have not 
seen you this fall. 1 should have pone down in 
September if I could have got a passage direct 
to Grand Bank I have been very weak and 
poorly all tbe fall. I am somewhat Imiter now. 
It is of the Lord’s mercies that I am net con
sumed—because his compassions fail not, that I 
am in the land of tbe living. I hope ihe Lord 
will sanctity all these afflict Iona to tbe good of 
my soul, that I may be prepared to meet my 
dear children in glory. I trust the Lord will 
spare me to see you once moie. I long to see 
you. I often think of you and weep, bat if we 
never see each other on earth may we meet in 
heaven, I hope my dear father ia making sure 
work for eternity. I hope that Jesus is preeious 
to your soul, and that your prospecta are bright 
for glory. O, give Jssin your wbcle heart!— 
May He reign without a rival there; and when 
your earthly course is run, may your sun set in 
a bright aky. The Lord grant,

* That no cloud rosy arise to darken the skies,
Or bide for a moment ) our Lord fri m your eyre ’

“ Please to give our love to Mr and Mrs 
------ . Tell him we hope he will fulfil his pro
mise and send us a letter, ns we have been ex
pecting one trom him. The bishop has got the 
Church.—E------ sold his part. Some are dis
satisfied and would rather have a Wesleyan 
Minister. We heard there was onj on his way 
to the Western Shore;—we wish it were true. 
Many are aaying, Como over and help us ; but 
alas! it aeema we are forgotten —no man careih 
for our souls. Oh, that the Lord would visit 
this dark corner of his vineyard and send among 
among us a faithful preacher of Ills Gospel who 
•hall declare unto us the whole coumel of Gud. 
Everything is dead and dull here. If we are 
east down, there is none to cheer us—if we are 
in trouble, there is none to comfort us—if we 
are sitk there is none to pray with us. Those 
we have seen here they seek not us but ours.— 
There is one or two Uere very much afraid there 
will be a Wesleyan preacher and a Wesleyan 
church here—Ihe prospect seems greatly lo 
annoy them. They say the place will not sup
port two preachers. We desiie an interest in 
your prayer».”

Our District Meeting has several times ex
pressed a wish to have a preacher for the place 
from whence the above letter came. We bave 
more than once recommended it as a new station 
to the Committee in London ; but want ol 
means on tbeir part, and want of men on ours, 
have prevented us from supplying them with a 
minister. It is to be hoped, however, Ihe day is 
not tar distant when a man may be found to oc
cupy the ground. I am looking forward to the 
approaching Conference, and hoping some young 
men with the love of God in their heart, and a 
zeal for God’s glory in the salvation of men, 
will give themaelves up to Gud and bis Church, 
each saying, “ Here am I—send me."

I remain, Sir, yours tiuly,
John S. Peach.

the west to tbe Bramapoutra on , . anj e,t;mates the amount given in
the east; and embrace a climate which , ,» __ . , . ., 1854 to the support ot the ministers, religiouspasses from the sterility of an arctic zone on . , , , ... .
the height, of the northern boundary, to the ”c,e,,ee’ Sun^ ecboo,s- &c • 'nclud'nS '"«>«« 
luxuriance of the tropics in the plains of the , from ,be collfll-,e »nd °'!>er vested funds,
interior. This vast territory, equalling the 
entire area of Europe exclusive of Russia, 
comprehends a population bordering on 157 

f differei

ihe college and other vested 
(but not including what was given in ordinary

Hawaii.—The Hawaiian nation, which, se
venty years ago, was estimated variously at from 
200,000 to 400,000, now only counts 72,000, a 
decrease withing this period of at least two- 
thirds. Vast tracks of land do cot harbeur a 
single soul; fertile kalo lands, once under culti
vation, are left to ihe rule of grasa and we< ds.— 
The island of Kauai, remarkable for the produc
tiveness of its soil, and capable of sustaining a 
population of at least 10U.0U0 contains only 
6000. It is not to cruel and devastating wars 
that we have to attribute thin unparalleled falling- 
off in so short a time. The wars of Kamehama- 
ha 1, however energetirallv they were carried 
on, cannot in the remotest degree be compared, 
so far as waste of life is concerned, with those of 
modern civilised na'ions. And it is after those 
wars, moreover, after the blessings of civilization 
were transferred hither, that the hlight^falls most 
mercilessly on this doomed people.

■vi ,
ari'h Hi. ibis.

5th of March a ino»t mieicsiing sretiTu'' 'i"' 
nesjed wuhm the pa ace of the Briii,fa v**,*" 
at l’era All the Missionaries, American 
English, resident in and around Constant 'M 
by previous arrangement; and at the,, 
quest, called on Lord Sira.toid c6n " *' 
bun on the success ,.( hi, edo„, .V* "'"' 
from the l’o„e the late Hatr,-Slit r„ n'”*
dress, which 1 give below, was read ,0 i ,
•hip by Dr. Schauffler, ail ,b„ other, 
name, are appended k ing P,t.w,„,
ship was evidently moved by thi, unsoj^;
mo., honourable mention o, l„3»err1CfJ ^
key . the testimony king especial] 
coming, chiefly, from men who have ken u

i,pme pi ,h,m r°r ,b"‘ 
L ;n,"n8"-,r ^i'-v"^ .„b

auguage and instnutions, end esneciall ». 
the greater par, of AnierJTn. n,, o

... •tcrested observers.
lbs lordship made a mo t happy reply m 

which be declared wuh deep emotion, that he 
had done nothing, and God everything. I „|lh 
it were in my power to give you a copy 0f th, 
admirable reply ; the whole spirit of which was 
to recognise nothing but the agency of God’s 
providence m all the i hanges that are coins 
ward in Turkey. » 8
I will merely add, that all the names appends 
to this document, are of Ministers ol the Gospel 
mostly Missionaries Irotn the American liceni 0f 
Missions, Ihe Church Missionary and Lond01, 
Jew» Socities, and from the Free Church ot 
Scotland.

Dr. Blackwood is loo well known in England 
lor me lo it'll you who lie is; Mr. lilakuton u 
Chaplain lo the British Embassy at 1 oinunttno- 
pie.

One ot the Ametican Missionaries whose 
n .me in am,ended to this paper, wa* m bid when 
in* aijznvd it, anti han miw gone to hm rest. ] 
allude to the Rev. Mr. Everett, a scan who“a|. 
wax s abounded in the Murk of the Lord," and 
who was cut down in the midst of hi* usefulness 
alter a brief illness of only six da.ve.
*4 To ihe Jilfjhi Honourable Vueount leOrd Stmt

ford dt Redchflc, Envoy Extraordinary ami
Minister FUtUftolenliary of her Britannic Mtt
jetty, at the Sublime Forte.

“ My Ixjrd,—The undersigned Protestant 
Missionaries belonging to various Christian 
Churches and Societies. of (ireit Britain end 
America, consider it their duty at the present 
important and auspicious period of this empire 
signalised by the publication of the Imperial 
Hatti-Sherif ot the reigning Sultan, to give ut
terance to tbeir feeling of grantude to (ioti, tbe 
(iivvr of every good gift,—to express to your 
lord .-ship their entire satisfaction with tbe extent 
and the spirit of th.it document relative to religi 
ous freedom and the ts of conscience,—and 
to congratulate you un tile honour providentially 
and deservedly confer ml u|<m your lordship ol 
having become instrumental in accomplishing so 
great ami ho good a work for the millions ol Tar 
key. While we would eiatcfully recognise tbe 
valuable services rendered by the representative# 
of several other countries to forward this praise 
worthy end, we cannot but realise that the ac
complishment of this great work is pre-eminent
ly due, under God, to the influence of the repre
sentative of Great tii itain.

“ From the beginning of the disastrous wsi 
still pending between the great Western Power# 
and Turkey on one side,and Russia on the other, 
we have looked upon each passing event with 
painlul and prayerful inteiert. We have pray
ed for tbe maintenance and tr iumph of right, and 
for the speedy return of peace—a peace re-este 
blrshing justice among neighbouring nations, and 
promoting truth nnd righteousness, and the tem 
poral and spiritual prosperity ot the variou# 
cla-ses of society, and the different nationalities 
recident in the Turkish empire. We have al
ways believed that such wuul^ho the result ; and 
this has been our comfort amid,the scenes of hor
ror which surround u>.

14 Nor has our hope been ditappointed. The 
Imperial ila ti-Shenf lately published ha# con
vinced us that our fond expectation! ire likely 
to l>e realised.

4< Turkey, snatched from the jiuidt-r of immi- 
n< nt destruction, will see a belter day. The 
light will thine upon those who have, long sal in 
darkness ; and, blest bv social prosperity and re 
lrgivua freedom, tbe liions ot Turkey will, we 
trust, ta seen eie long sitting peacefully under 
their own vine and 64-tree.

4‘ Your lordship will allow us to say that we 
coroiderthe Hatti-Sherif entirely satisfactory,not 
only in its social enactments, but also relative to 
freedom of conscience. To give tint bolder ut* 
(«rance to jhis great principle winch some bcem 
to have expected, would in our opinion bave 
been imprudent, ami would have retarded the 
cause of truth without advancing it. It would 
have imperilled the organisation arid reformation 
of Turkey. As it is, tbe prospects of this coun
try appear to us bright. Th»- Imperial document 
will only need a consistent and discreet applica
tion when called for, and the world will toon 
perceive the importance of the Imperial act.— 
We would gratefully acknowledge the kindne## 
of the Sovereign ot, this country, ami the wise 
and liberal moderation ot his Government. We 
see no reason to entertain any doubt of their #in- 
cerity and loyalty in the promulgation ot the 
Imperial edict, or of tbeir intention to give it 
effect throughout the land, tint we cannot help 
doing justice to the friendly agencies from more 
enlightened countries which have led them to 
take so elevated ami enlighten* d a r’and if 
future government ot this country , aiid, »roon8 
these agencies, your lordship will p«-rmit or to 
consider you foremost as the representative of 
the most liberal Protestant country of Kurope —
It is highly gratifying to u# to give utterance to 
this just sentiment. We cannot, however, close 
this inadequate expression of our view# and 
ing on the subject, without alluding to the nece8^ 
sity of the continued experienced counse 
the friendly encouragement, and 
which the enlightened Western Power#,

lion. The temptation of yiVi' 
stance#, and of mrrsfirirg the prim’ j 1 
and truth to popular prejudices,

Tbe cause
charities, building of churches, etc ,) at S7,536,-1 0f the evil is an internal one, not caused, but 
916; which, deducting the colored membership increased, by external influences, tin investiga-""» -a»»- V “:average, more than five dollar, per member. , ^ deathg._y-»jyn^n.
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