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THE WESLEYAN.,

.nd careful about many things, but one thing is need-
ful,” Luke x. 41. We think we have many important
things to do, and yet we have but one. It that be per-

“formed, all others are included in it. 1f that miscar-

ry, whatever success others may seem to have, they
will all come to notking.  Why should we then divide
our heart and our care ¢ O wmy ouly concern, thou
shalt henceforward have my only attention ! In the
rays of divine light, I will eackh moment peaceably per-
formn, according to my abilities, what Providence puts
in my way. T will be careful for nothing else, because
nothing clse is my business.

a «] have finished the work, which thou, O Fa-
ther, gavest me to do,” John vii. 1. Each of us should
be able to say as much at the day of judugment. 1
ought to consider that the business which occurs in
the daily order of Providence as the work which God
appoints me ; and I should apply myself to it in a
manner worthy of God, namely, with exactness, and
with tranquillity. I ought not to neglect any thing.
or be passionately vehement about any thing ; for it
is dangerous to do the work of the Lord negligently on
the onc hand, or, on the other, to appropriate it to
oursclves by sclf-love and false zeal. In this last
case, our actions arise from a principle of self-will ;
we are eager and anxious for their success, and that,
under the preience of sceking the glory of God. Thus
sclf-love disguises itself under the appearance of zeal ;
and grieves, and i3 afilicted, when it miscarries in its
designs. O God, graut me thy grace to c¢nable me to
be faithful in action, and resigned in success ! My
only business is to do thy will, and do it as thy wili
not forgetting thee in the performance of it. Itixin
thy pleasure to give my fecble endeavours success, or
to frustrate my every cffort.

FOURTEENTH DAY.

Of preparing for death.—1. « Thou fool, thisnight
thy soul shall be required of thee ; then whose shall
those things be which thou hast provided >  Luke
xii. 20.  Deplorable is the blindness of those who will
not think of death, but divert their minds continualiy
from an cvent that is inevitable, and which they might
render happy by anticipation. Nothing is «o dread-
ful as death to those who nre fond of life. It is
strange that the cxperience of ages should not have
caused us to judge soundly of the prescut and the
future, so as to have taken proper measures for the

one and for the other. Wedoat upon this worll, as it

it were neverto have an end ; and we negleet the
next, as if it were never to have a beginning.

2. *“ Therefore be ye also ready ; for in such an
hour as ye think nct, the Son of man cometh,” Matt.
xxiv.44. These words were addressed to cvery in-
dividual ; yet all men (for few even among persons
of picty are to be excepted) reckon upon a long life,
and form projects accordingly. And what is the rea-
son of such an obstinate hope of life 7 [t ix Lecause
we love it passionately. And whence is it taat we
affect 10 remove death at such a distance from us
Itis because we do not love tie kingdom of God and
the grandeur of the world to come. O gross and stu-
pid mortals who cannot rise themselves chove this
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carth, wherein, even by their own confession they are
migerable ! ‘Fhe true manner of breparing for the
lnsl moment is to spend all the preceding well, and to

live 1 consiant expectation of that event,
FIFTFENTH D\Y.

Of our hopes in cternity.—1. *“ Fxye hath not seen,
nor ear heard, weither have entered into the heart of
man, the things which God hath prepared for them
that love him,” 1 Cor. i, 9. What proportion is
there between what we do upon earth, and what we
hope for in heaven ? The primitive Christians re-
joiced through this bope incessantly : heaven seemed
cver open hefore them.  Neither troubles nor dhis-
graces, neither torinents nor cruel (!(‘(1![],;‘01:111 divert
them {roia the checring prospect. They knew that
infiniie bounty would reward their sufferings ;mnd
that therefore to sutler was their duty, ‘They were
transported with joy when they were found worthy
of sonie great humiliation 5 and we, luliewarm ~ouls,
we would suffer nothing 5 and the reason is; because
we want those hopes that should support u<. We
~it.k under the ligh-eat erosses, even undor those that
spring from our pride, tolly, or weakness,

2. ““Those who sow in tears shall reap in joy,”
Pzalm exxv. 5. We must sow that we nmy reap, and
this life is the scedume 5 in the next we shall reap
the frait of our Tabours. The carnal man, adie and
nnpacient, would reap without sowing,  We would
serve God at little eost. - We woulld have the ways 1o
him made wide, and smooth, and casy. To Lope
much and suffer little is what <elflove anmsat. Blind
that we are, shall we never see that the kingdom of
heaven suffers violence, and that only those who do
themselves violenee are worthy to center at - Let
us mourn and grieve while liere below, since * Lless.
cd are they that mourn ;" and wo is pronounced to
those who receive their consolation in this lite, Fhe
tine willcome when all vain joys will be confounded
The world shall weep in its turn, and God shall wipe
away all tears from our eyes.

SIXTEENTIH DAY.

Of our daily bread.—1. ** Give us this day our
duily bread.” Dy this bread is acant not only the
bodily food which Providences supplies us with, but
alzn that nouri~hment of truth which he duily provides
for our souls ; it i< the bread ¢ winch nourisheth to
eternal life ; which mukes the soul increase, and
crow strang in the &riads of fuith, This God allots us
cacit day 5 appointiag precisely those tuward dispo-
citions aud outward eircimstances which are maost
projper 1o ke us advance in Gath and self-dennal |
and we reecive onr daily bread from bim, nosecept
e, as from B haedy all s appointinents

a, Hunger cives areli=h to food, and mates st -
grost, \Vi)y have we nat o hunge: ond tast i
richteousness 2 Why are not onr <picitaal &g -
Lits as Leen as thoge of the boly 2 W think the niin
sick who has lost his appetite Cand so it s sith our
couls , they larzuishandarcinanevil state i, longe ag
they are without spinitual hunaer for that food which
cometh from God. 'Fhe nourishment of the soul is

truth and righteousness. To kunw what s truly good,




