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FIVE-MINUTE SERMON.
Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost.

TRAINING THE CONSCIENCE,
(St. Luke vii, 11-16))

The gospel of to-day places before us
a very touching instance of a mother's
affection for her son. Her tender-
hearted interest in the young man's wel-
fare excited Our Lord’s attention, and
for her sake IHo worked a great miracle,
He raised the widow's son to life,

Dear parents, the practical way of
manifesting aninterest in your children
nowadays is to secure for them a good,
thorough-going education, which will not
only enable them to fight their way
throngh this world with honor to them-
selves, but will enable our Lord to raise
them up at the last day to enjoy the
glorified life of the blessed in heaven,

A thorough-going education consists
primarily in the education of the heart
—in teaching the ehild the doctrines of
his religion, and instilling into his sonl
the fundamental prineiples of morality
s0 there may be developed within him a
sturdy religious character with which
he will be able to resist all the tempta-
tions to do wrong. It is a good thing to
teach a child reading, writing and arith-
metie, and to give him a knowledge of
the ordinary branches of learning, but
it is a far better thing to teach him the
difference between right and wrong, so
that there will be developed in his soul
a conscience that will be to him a prae-
tical judgment deciding the goodness or
badness of his actions, Without such a
conscience his knowledge becomes worse
than useless to him. It is like a double-
edged sword, capable of cutting both
ways. It gives him greater facilities for
doing evil. A child in whom a con-
seience is not developed by a good
practical education is like a ship staunch
and seaworthy, with long tapering masts
and strong rigging and with beauntiful
sails set to the breeze, but without a
rudder. Such a vessel can eleave the
waves with mighty speed, but it is just
as liable to dash itself to pieces on the
roekbound coast as it is to keep to the
desp waters,

Consciencee is by all means the most
precious thing a man can have, It is
worth to him a thousand fortunes. A
child who starts in the battle of life
without a cent in his poeket, yet with a
good strong conscience in his soul, is
far better off than the child to whom his
parents have left millions but have
never developed in him a practical con-
seience,  If a parent had the choice be-
tween filling the child's mind with
knowledgo on the one hand, and on the
other of solidly anchoring his heart in
the fundamental principles of morality,
there is no doubt for a moment whieh
the wise parent would choose. To im-
part to the child a knowledge of right
and wrong, to teach him the way through
the intricate paths of this world to his
real home in heaven, to give him a means
of fighting the encmies of his soul, is Lo
give him wealth beyond measure. To
leave to him as a precious inheritance a
good practical conscience is to equip
him well for the struggle of life.  With
it he is as rich and can stand as firm as
a king. The old prineiple that was laid
down by the wise men of old is just a
troe to-day, that a handful of good life
is worth a whole bushel of learning.
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CONV.RT'S LETTER TO FATHER.

REPLYING TO A REPROACHIFUL COMMUNI

CATION FROM HI SISTER,

The following letter was written hy a
Catholicism.  The
occasioned by the Apt of
in which
she remarked that her father was shocked
on hearing that his son had
to the tenets of the
fter over one year's
ism :

“ Pear Father : Having at
tained possession of your address, 1 will
try to get few lines ofl in the
next mail, To compose an interesting
lotter of length  amid un-
eventful sareroundings is almost equival
producing
Howover,
decm

from the
in \”lll‘\'l nee
vitally concerned me I mean
the fact that 1 have rvecognized and
joined that infallible Chureh which was
founded by Christ His
and which is eternal  life
anl absolute the Holy
Ghost, who reigns over it, speaking with
infallible authority through his mouth-
picce, the Pope, who is the Viear of
Christ on earth and the visible head of
the Chureh.

recent convert to
letter was

one from the convert's sister,
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utions, principally
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improssed by
those

inmates of Catholice instit
those at Kamptee,
Arabia, where | was
the manifest saintliness of
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the eause of Christ,  Ouar chaplain here
is a priest, and over a year ago 1 placed
myselfl under his instroetion, with the

result that the divine beauty and super-
human  consistencey of
unfolded to m» 1 realized that my ab
surd bigotry and projudice against the
Chureh of Christ was the result
diabolical delusions 1
cherishod, cansed by
ous rantings«
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“ The astounding and peakably
consoling truth of transubstant H-.w‘_n.r
Roeal Presonce in the Euacharist

which
is a veritable miracle wrought v

Mass ; the profound knowledgoe
and saints, whose power is manifested
hy many miracles ; the sublime privilege

ol invoking their intercession: the ine
dispensable  strength accessible  only
through the seven saeraments, which
reprosent the seven keys concerning
which T had heard so much silly non-
goenan : tha aeiviloge of approaching the
‘l‘ i of 1 o n IN”'\'\\” .|( [hl'.\l“l"']‘

ary, and the knowledge that
sell is the essence

Catholicity ull

heaven it-
and fountain head of
these and countless

other miraculous proofs make it per-
feetly clear why the Catholie Church
marches on to absolute triumph and
victory.

“Now, regarding that favorite theme
of hereties and fanatics —confession. I
go to confession frequently, and my life
or sealp has not onee heen threatened,
although my saintly confessor is a
Josuit, exiled from France. He has
never charged me a_cent, neither has he
attempted to bully me out of my watch
and chain by threatening to transform
me into a toad or to east me into hell,

“1 did not forget to ascertain the
truth regarding the Spanish Inquisition
and other atrocities which the Church
could not at once check, and which have
been greatly exsggerated and malicious-
ly laid to her charge. 1 also found that
history's pages are strangely mute
regarding the far more brutal English
Inquisition, in which Catholies were the
vietims., KEternity is too short to per-
mit me to discharge my debt of grati-
tude to our chaplain, by whom I was
baptized and confirmed (although he is
but a priest ; by reason of there being
no Bishop assigned to this loeality, he
possesses jurisdietion for administering
Confirmation) and under whose instrue-
tion I was and am still being enlightened,

“1 have received the true interpre-
tation of that chap er of Daniel with
which the Adventists endeavor to give
us the * blues,” that chapter in your
Bible on which that evangelist, Mr,
N~ used to harp, regarding the mark
of the breast, ete., which his sect don-
strues into a dark prophecy of ecclesias-
tical tyranny in America at the hands
of Rome.

“J was frankly told during my prepar-
atory studies that I must be prepared to
make sacrifices, and I am, The beauti-
ful letters and handsome Catholie Bible
I have received from Mrs. Me('—, a
Protestant lady, afford me that gratifying
assurance that my sacrifices, if there be
any, shall not take the form of a change
in the attitude of my friends.

“ Nothing ean disturb or counteract
the indescribable feeling of relief,
trinmph and eestacy one feels who, after
having floundered for years among vague,
conflicting, warring ecreeds of human
origin, ephemeral existence and precari-
ous destiny, finds himself guided at last
into the unmistakable way of truth,which
made radiant by the spiritual manifesta-
tions of its heavenly guardians, and
which has those four marks by which it
may always be known ; i. e., it
holy, Catholic and apostolic.

“ How comical would be the Indierous
calumnies of hereties were it not for the
baneful fact that millions of souls are
thereby deluded and deprived of their
hirth-right, the value of which can never
be known by those outside the Catholic
Church.

“ The book I am sending you, which is
by the learned and eloguent Cardinal
Gibbons, i1s not sent with the idea of
converting you, but I think it may in-
torest you by elucidating the much mis-
understood principles of my chosen
creed.”—Catholic News,
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EDUCATION.

The schools have reopened again, and,
once more, our boys and girls will wend
their way to the room.  This
thonght brings foreibly to our mind
the weighty and all-absorbent subject of

class

edueation. The proper education of
the young is of paramount impor-
tance 5 for, upon it depends not only

their temporal, but
welfare ;
the common
whether

also their eternal
upon it depends the future of
weal, and the decision
the State shall be ruled by un-
secrupulous grafters or by law-abiding
citizens.,

A well-known educate

wy, realizing in a
that nothing but good
to the State from a
erly educated youth, says: ¢
the training, that the
the youth, and I care not
our laws."  What then
tion of our youth he ?
The Catholic Church, in answer to
this question has always maintained that
education, without religion, is faulty and
that to the three R's, a
fourth R, namely, that of Religion,
should be added, and that it should hold
the first rank.
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he complete, must be hased
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education
good, moral and
In conformity with
these sound tenets, she has consistently

on, and pe

md  generally  without  remuneration
from the State, supported her own
chools.  She has fostered and nurtured

with maternal care and solicitude, the
many teaching orders of men and
women, who, with unparallelled zeal and
self-sacrifice, have doevoted
to the relig
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s education of the yvoung,

may she point, with pardonable
pride, to those monuments of architee-
ture erected in our cities all over the
land, and execlaim: “ Behold how 1
value the education of the youth! See

how T have spared neither e
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the proper
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acquit themselves of noble task.
They sacrifice all their talents, their
health, yea, their very lives, that my

children may obtain a thorough religi

s, as well as secular edueation ; and
s results T may well be proud !
many years past, the Public
schools or secular ceducation has been
the fad., It has been weighed in the

balance,

and, by deep thinking minds, it
s been found wanting., One by

have

one
‘ome to the conelusion that
there is something lacking in the system;
that seeular education is not all-suflici-
ent :
higher must be aimed at ; that not only
the mind, but also the heart must be
educated.  Not long ago a writer in the
“ Colonist " asked ;% Wherein lies the
fault of these existing evils 2"
to ** national
she answers @
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unrighteousness,’ And
“ Without doubt it can
the system of education,
which provides well enough for the men-
tal needs of our ehildren, bhut
to great exte
moral facultie
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something nobler, something |
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for religious education in the schools.
At the pan-Anglican congress, recently
held, we learn, from the press despatch,
that “ the conference resolved also that
the purely educational systems are edu-
cationally, as well as morally, unsound :
and that no teaching can be regarded as
adequate, unless it be religious teach-
ing."”

This should be sufficient argument for
our Catholies to send their children to
a Catholie school wherever opportunity
is offered.—B. C. Orphan Friend.

TEE BLESSED SACRAMENT AND
CARDINAL MANNING.

Cardinal Henry Edward Manning, of
England, was ordained in toe Episcopal
Chureh in 1833, and after serving that
chureh in various high capacities for
eighteen years, was ordained a priest of
the Catholic Church on June 14, 1851,
In 1865, he suceeeded Cardinal Wise-
man as Archhishop of Westminster, and

was created Cardinal in 1875, He died
Janu: 14, 1892,

The Cardinal gives the account of the
earliest stage of his conversion in these
words :

“] was at Rome, visiting the Muse-
ums, the Ruins, the Churches, following
the ceremonies like all my compatriots,
studying the city in all its aspects.

I never had even a shadow of a doubt
of the truth of the Protestant
which I was a minister ; never even the
most distant thought that I could change
from that religion. Nothing that |
seen had made the slightest impression
in that direction, and I was as far from
Catholicity as when quitting England.

One morning I entered the church of
St. Louis 'of the French, The Blessed

Sacrament was exposed on one the
altars, probably for a novena. Nothing

could be more simple ; some candles
were lit, the clergy were in simple choir
habits kneeling upon the ground ; t
were a few of the faithful in the nave,
There was a great distance from this to
the Pontifical Oflices of St. Peter's but
it was moment. I felt in the
bottom of my heart a mysteric com-
motion, half light, half attraction, and
for the first time in my life med to
me that, perhaps here was the Truth,
and that there would be nothing impos-
sible in my one day becoming a atho-
lic.

God's

it sec

It was net yet conversion ; it was,

I repeat, the first appeal of God, a vet
from the very far off. I have not been
unfaithful. I  have prayed, 1 have

sought, I have studied with all the ardor
and all the sineerity of which I was cap-
ible.  Light every day inereased, and
grace at last erowned the work,”

Our Blessed Lord is really and sub-
stantially present in the Blessed Sacra-
ment.  Our faith does not make him
ent to us,

r'ese

He is there independent of

that, there by an official act of His
priest. He condescends toreside in the
Tabernacle that He may draw to Him-
self in love, the souls of men. There

He is ever the missionary for thirsting
souls, pleading with us to save our mvu‘,‘
sweetly coaxing us to devote our lives
to assist in the salvation of the souls of
others. No doubt, many of us, will re-
call with gratitude a favorite visit to
Our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament in

which we generously decided to make

some sacrifice for Him and for souls, and
will say of it, with Cardinal Man
who became a great missionary.,

was God's moment.”—Denver Catholie
Register,
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ON CATHOLIC LAYMEN.

The greatest
Chureh in

need of
\merica

the Cat
to-day is not
priests or more money, though the

but
more loyal, energetic and enlightened
co-operation on the part of laymen,

of both retards many a good work,

Within her own sacramental sphere
the Chureh continnes and develops her-
self by virtue of our Lord's pron , and
twenty centuries of law and disciplis
have bequeathed to her teaching
verning body a wisdom and strength
nnique in history. So divinely aided
and well ordered is her system that any
"l:(‘\‘. .l!llll‘\‘ Il'l'l‘\"H‘('li\'t‘ of Vlll'f\l.;l
I_.hilir_\ y provided he be obedient and
zealous, can perform his essential duties
in a fitting manner. The priest never
stands alone.  Back of him is Christ and
the grace and power of Christ's Chureh
giving a force to his words, a strength
to his hands and fruit to his labors far
out of proportion to the effort made.
Far different is the case of the lay-
man.  Whatever he does over and above
his bare duty is voluntary personal ser-

Gal(SuregripShingles

Faith, of [\

1 vice. Personality and individual effort
means much, Strietly interpreted his

duty is easy—attendance at Mass, Com-
munion at Easter, proper money support.
Many are content with this minimum

and grumble at that. To them the
parish is an institution managed by
priests, the duties of laymen being

limited to attending services and paying
dues,

This is a low ideal for an educated
and prosperous layman. It was never
the norm in Catholic countries in the
days of faith. It is a relic of immigrant
days, the outcome of primitive and pass-
ing conditions. Once the priest had to
be the factotum for the people were poor
and illiterate. They are not so to-day.
The composition and environment of the
average parish are far different from
those of half a century ago. There are
many things that laymen can do for a
parish if they have good will and right
dispositions.

Every parish includes Catholics of
wealth, eduecation and ability who often
do little more than the poor laborer, but
devote their energies to a vain attempt
at scaling the social ramparts. The
Chureh forsooth must rest content with
the prestige of writing their names on
the parish register.

Some would co-operate if they could
run the parish, others if the parish would
help them in business, others if the
pastor were removed ; they cannot see
the Church because of some priests,
Some stand aloof nursing some ancient
grudge or hasty word and eontribute
nothing except criticism,

So the priest must do everything
precisely as did his predecessors when
as yet the congregation was composed of
poor immigrants, The parish has grown,
its responsibilities have increased, prob-
lems gather, and a prosperous and edu-
cated laity give no more and no less
personal service than their
fifty years ago.

ancestors

It is not now a question of interfer-
ence, of trustee system, of parish adyis-
ory hoard. We have glone with that, let
us hope forever. It is a questisn of per-
missable and needed eo-operation in
proper lines. These lines are many but
for the present,we shall take one, charity.

Outside the Church charity has be-
come a highly and organized and special-
ized profession.  All that is left of Pro-
testantism has been poured into the cup
of humanitarianism. The activity of
these agencies is incessant. Money,
workers, 'system, are all ready to their
hands. On the other side stands the
priest alone,

The Conferences of St. Vineent of
Paul could be made real dynamos of
charitable energy, but laymen decline
to give personal service to the work,
which falls]by default into the hands of
a few well-intentioned folk who do what
they can and that is littie enough. You
may find on all sides non-Catholic pro-
fessional and business men whose every
hour is valuable, giving their time with-
out “stint to philanthropic work, but
Catholies of the same class seem to con-
sider vice degrading. There
are many societies exclusively Catholie
in membership and they do singularly
little as a rule for charitable works.
There is in every parish a many-sided
and sore need for charitable activity,
vet the average layman takes little
more interest in it all than he does in
the politics of Thibet. The Church
here will never reach her full stature
and power for good until laymen do
their part.

Why this endless counting of ‘heads ?
It is not skulls but the quality of their
contents that count. Numerically we
may be strong, but dynamically we are
puny. This is the reason for * Federa-
tion.” The laymen must be awakened

such se
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to the enlarged horizon of his duties
and the increased measure of his respon-
sibilities. It is only by getting to-
gether, talking these things over, listen-
ing to leaders who are not buried in de-
tails but survey the Church from the
heights, and who have thought long and
deeply on her needs in this land and
age, that eduecated and prosperous lay-
men will learn to be ashamed of them-
selves for their lack of interest and be
brought to see that presence at Mass
and a dollar in the contribution box de-
note a narrow and ignorant conception
of the duties of Catholies in Twentieth
Century America.—Boston Pilot.
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