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the Protestant section of the commun- | Justration. For such is the rule of all Himsalf, living and infallible? | the changes of the powers and the }sin and insuring its advance by obtain- | secret recesses Ol the soul; there it
ity, deserve more than & passing not- { things in nature and society. Living d po, indesd, 1t was There is8 no | nations about i* ; the calumnics of per- ‘l‘.n;: for it the grace of God. Cardin 1l i lives palptia with every heart-
ice. They show that the field ie wide | means a going forward, a march to ot inoce clearly stated In Scriptures. | vei ted history; the immoralities of somae | Nowman in one of hls lectures to Au- | beat, inyg sry zood and noble

open for the work and in this connec-
tion it is rather an interesting coinel-
dence that at the very moment that
Father Burke was delivering his coun-
viucing arguments for the faith that is
in him to a church crowded to the
doors, with Protestants, Dr. Da Costa, go
lately received into the truo fold of
Christ, should be proclaiming to a
Montreal audience, a8 he did last Wed
nesday night—that *‘ the golden hour
of the Catholic Charch is now arrived,
that she alone is the universally ac-
upowledged guardian and teacher of
the Bible in its entirety and in its in
tegrity, that to her must America look
for the hope, happiness and safety of
_the future.” For the first time in
Eastern Ontario the work of bringing
to the non-Catholic mind the solid sub-
stantial food of divine truth, has been
undertaken. The result has more than
‘ustified the attempt. The Question
Box was most freely used by tne Pro
testants for tho elucidation of number-
less points concerning which doubt and
error had long prevailed. A deep
earnestness was apparent and as the
~salous apostle of St. Paul who labored
so devotedly, bide farewell to the
parishioners of Dickinson’s Landing
and to the non-Catholic commuuity as
well, after having led them to the hill-
ps of peace and of graca he will
carry away with him a fervent prayer
for the blessing of God upoen his truly
apostolic labors. 'ather Burks closed
+ha non-Catholie misston with a lecture
“ Why [ am & Catholic " of which
he following is the taxt:
WHY 1T AM A ( ATHOLIC
‘T ama Catnoiic bzcause I balieve
in Jesus Christ. 1 believe that those
longings in my soul for union with God
must be satisfied. I believe that Jesus
Christ has the words of eternal life I
5elieve that He, being the Son of God,
knew what to teach and how to teach
ir: and cousequently, what He eald is
law torever. Though heaven and
earth chall pass away His words shall
not pass away. [ can ouly believe,
therefore, in one Christianity and that
must be the original Coristianity
which came from the lips of Jesus.

' Where is the man who in the
lapse of years has not now and agaln
felt that there is within his scul a
longing for satisfactlon, happinessjand
rest 7 No matter how engrossed in
business and domestic cares ; no mat-
ter how deaf to the calls of his con-
science : mo matter how desolate of
hope and affection his life may be, or
how deep within the abyss ot sin and
Jespair he may have sunk, there are
+imes when he must realizs that for his
coul his Creator has ordained a higher
and sublimer end than can be found
in the things about him.

‘ Everyone here has some duties of
business or home life to fulfill. Day
after day the round of these offizes i8
accomplished. At times ihers WAy
seem to be nothing else for which to
live. But even the busiest of us ex-
perience monents, not many perhaps,
and then only at long intervals, but
atill sure and evident, when a flash
strikes across our spirit and telis it
whether it 18 tending upon tha right
path or the wrong; whether it is
marching to victory or defeat.

QUESTION Ol CONSCIENCE,

* Every sincers man aims to direct
his soul upon that path which leads to
its triumph. The question of religion
is bound to present itself to each soul.

{>w shall I fulfill my highest duty—
my duty towards Ged ? Tne question

fuller, riper being.

which 18 the
finite experience of the soul, the rule
is
triumph or defeat.
gaid that there are three elements in
all
t
principle has been
eternal will of God, manifest in that
spiritual yearning which, to a greater
or less degree, possesses each single

sess us, not because He needs us, but
out of love for us, His creatures, is
God's desire, and therefore—the prin
ciple at the base of the spiritual life,
a life which is as real to every man as
is the life of his body—consists in this
uniting of the human soul with the

the soul truly
clreled by the embracing love of God.
Such is the priuciple.

rHE LIFE OF
““ For

THE SPIRIT,
the spiritual lite, that
disdnet, saparate,

life
de

the death ;
we have

or
Now,

#ame — Progress

forms of
hese for tho

progress. What
life of the soul ?

are
The
decreed by the

Divine Baing. Man lives, wa say,
when body and soul are conj sined
llves orly when en-

CHRIST, THE LIFE GIVER
¢ The second element necessary for
this progress is tha realization of
that principle in action. This realiza-
tion in its iullest sense is found iu ths
personality of our Lord and Saviour,
Jesus Christ both God and man., He
alone has tasted the full sweetnes of
Diviue union. I and the Father
are one,"Ha savs, And ths soul of
each one of us partakes of this sweet-
ness in proportion to the cioseness of
wolon with Jesus Carist. His
words, addressed to the apostles on the
ave of that terrible testimony of His
love, were spoken not only to the
chosen few gathered about Him at the
supper table, but to every soul that
enters upon the walks of life : * [am
the vine ; you the branches ; he that
abideth in ma and I in him, the sama
beareth much fruit, for without me
you can do nothing.” * “ % As
the Father hath loved me, I also have

loved you. Abide in my love.”
© Chrlst is the most complete mani-
festation of God's love for man.
Throughout the Old Law, except (o a
favored few God was wont to appear
as the All-Powerful, the Almighty,
the Ruler speaking in the voice of
thunder. Butthe New Law inaugur-
ates an era distinguished mainly by

love in the coming of our Lord.

itg

<o the all great were the all loving too,

So through tha thunder comes a human
voice

Saying : ‘O heart I made, a haart beats
here,

l~‘uce,xr;\.y hands fashioned, see it in My-

selr .
Thon hast no power, nor may conceive of
Mine.
Bat love I gave thes with Myself to love
Aud‘t‘lzzxvmust love Me, who have died for
« Hore we have the pure kernel of
Catholicity, the Divine union through
the mediatorship of Christ It is de-
manded by reason and Divine will.
I have said the question was one of
consclence. If, then, a man realizs
that his reason and the will of his
Creator require that insofar as he is
able, he must seek after Divine union,
he must also recognize that thereisa
second duty jast as imperative resting
upon him, namely, to discover and
use the means placed at his disposal
for the perfecting of his soul.
THE CHURCII A LIVING BODY,
¢ And just here comeg in the third

is one of conscienca— no more, no lese.
Any man deserves the respect of his
fellows when he acts in harmony with
the promptings of his conscience. It
the final court, and by its decision
ach one shall abide. KEich one must
answer : each particaular soul must be
catistied. This satisfaction for a crea-
» such as man, endowed with rea

con and free will, resides only in the
union of the soul with its Creator.
¢ Thou hast made us for Thyself,’
says St. Augustine, * and our hearts
are unrestful till they find repose in
Thee.” The full repose will come oaly
when the eternal veii is drawa back
and & pew worid, more enchanting
than any picture of the tmagiunation,
loftier thau any conception of the in

tellect, surpassing all the cravings of
hope, in all the effaigence of glory,
dawns upon the soul : but still there
is a present duty for all, the daily reali-
zation, as far as possible, of union with
God. That the soul may truly live
there must be a continuous forward
movement.

LIFE IS PROGRESS,

“‘Progress is the rule of all life. We
see it in nature ; we see it in art; in
the growth of the child ; in the de-
velopment of the man ; in the societies
of the world ; in the conguests of the
intellect ; in the triumphant products
of genius. And in all progress there
exist three essential elements. The
first is a principle, a germ, from
which and around which the whole
structure is built, The second 18 the
reallzation, the birth, of that principle
into action. The third is an organism
by which the action, once born, mMAay
continue in life.

“To make my meaning clear, an il-
lustration may be taken from nature—
for example, the growth of a tree from
aseed, Let uscalian acorn the prin-
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| of the Tncarnation of Christ.

elemant ia the spiritual lite, the or
eanization by which the life, once
begun, may continus. This organiza
tiou is the continuance of the mys ery
Tae God
become man had a mission ani weork
to perform—the salvation of all men.
Christ came upon earth and passed
from the earta—but Christ was to live
in every Christian, If His work was
to be of any avail—then it was tocon-
tinue, and to continue in the way in
which He started it. Just as a nation
is instituted for the good of the indi-
vidual citizans who go 10 compos? it,
and inst as we see that were these
citizons left without a head, without
laws, without representative bodies to
formulate ana enforce the laws, the
nation would come to wreck and ruin.
So Christ Himself, in a higher order of
things, saw that, although His teach
ings were for the good of the partic-
ular sonls, yet were these souls left to
attain and apply the doctrines without
a dlrective power, His work would be
vain and the souls He came tosave
would be lost in the labyrinth of con-
fusion !
' Thoge who believad Carist gave
their assent to Histeachings because He
was a Divine, infallible teacher. Men
gought for the truth—and in matters of
religion they must be absolutely cer-
tain of it. Unless the teachings of
Christ were to fade from the earth,
then He must have left a living, &
divine aud infallible teacher for all
time. Nothing else will satisfy man.
A dead book —capable of being misin-
terpretated by man—must have an in-
falllble intarpreter, if it 18 to be of any
avail.
THE CHANNEL OF FAITH,
“How shall we know what to belleve?
We must know it in the same way that

Taers was absolutely no other way of
teaching men in the baginning of
Christianity ; and for many since those
days this, too, was tho only method.

our question in the unmlistakable lan-
guage of St Paul
the words of the prophet Joel : ‘Whoso-
ever shail call upon the nams of the
Lord shall be saved,” he asks, How
shall they call on Him in whom they
have
they believe Him of whom they have |
not heard ?

be plainer?
ing ; hearing the result of preaching ;
preaching, tbhe privilege of a mission,
the mission emanating from God.

ment behind Him. When He left this
earth not one single sentence of the
New Testament had bheen written.
Christiantty existed for nearly ten
years before a word was written : it
existed for nearly sixty years betore
the last book written ; it existed for
nearly four hundred years before the |

the Blble could b
part of the people, f
was invented it was impossible that the
mass of mankind conld bs taught to | man i
read, or that Bibles could be provided
thom, even if they could have read
them.

that the sacred scriptures—divinely
inspired though they be-— peerless as
they are in their unparalleled positio
as divine documents in a way in which
no other documents, however infallibly
true, are divine, and priceless as they
are ia their value, are, nevertheless,
not one thing—there is one thing they
cannot be—they are not and canuot be
the rute of our faith. The rule of faith

i The Scriptures themselves answer
i
t
L

Commenting on

\

not belleved? Oz, how shall |«

And how shall they hear

goul. In 1its essence the principle | without a preacher? And how shall | this true and characteristic work.
is one of love, love in the highest ex |they preach unless they ba sent ? Faith | Throughout the whole economy of
pression of itself, union. * Thou | then cometh by hearing and hearing God's love for man, the union of the
hast made us for Thyself.” To pos | by the word of Christ. Could anything | divine and the human is the heart-cen-

I"aith cometh by hear-

¢+ Jasus did not leave onesingledccu. |

canon of the scriptures was fixed ;| of Seripture and of the principal

it existai for nearly one thou- | wr g of the Church when they eay

sand five hundred years before | thaf, by the operation of the Holy
v

ho tha oreat |

l
l

or before printing

It s, therefore, undeniably evident

n

must be one and the same thing in
every age, aod that canunot be the rule
of falth to-day which was not the rule
of faith from the beginning of Chris- ‘
tianity. But in the beginning of |
Christianity the scriptures of the New |
Testament could mnot have been the
rule of faith, for the simple reason that
those scriptures did not then exist.
DOUBT OR CERTAINTY?
¢ Faith is necessary for salvation and
certainty 1s necessary for faith ; and I
look for certainty in the religious
world. Isee one society, some of its
members affirm the Trinity in unity ;
some deny it. Some affirm the Divin-
ity of Christ ; others deny it. Is that
certainty ? I see another soclety in
which some of its members admlt saven
sacraments ; others admit only two.
Some believe in hell ; others disbelieve
in it. Is that certainty ? I see an-
orher society, some of ils members
affirm the B.essed Sacrament ; others
deny fit. Is that certaiaty ? Some
aflirm their ministers to be sacrificing
priests ; others deny it. Is there one
truth in the whole hierarchy of reve-
lation —except the existence of God—
which someone outside the Catholic
Church does not deny? We must
have certainty —infallibility.
“« Where shall I find it? The only
place—the only Church that 1 can find
to give me that {a the Catholic Church.
In fact, she is the only Church that
claims to do it. 1 have tested her cre
dentials, her proots, aud they Are|
valid, and I see in her verified the re- |
allty of the commission given by Christ |
—a living, divine, infaliible teacher !
*All power is glven uuto Mo in l
heaven and on earth: go ye, thers-
tore, and teach all nations, baptizing |
them in the name of the Father aud of |
the Son and of the Holy Ghost ; teact
ing them to observe all things what-
goever I have commanded you, and to |
1 am with you always, even unto the
end of the world.” Again; ‘ He that
heareth you heareth Ma: and he that
desplisath you despiseth Me." ‘If any
man neglect to hear the Church let him
be to theo as a heathen and a pub-
lican.’
 And so it was that Christ instituted
His religion as an orgeunic power—not
as & mere idea—a wmere influence aris:
ing from His own exawple, His own
words and actlons. Catholicity is both
an idea and an influsnce ; but she is
more ; she is a living, breathing force
Recognizing that His teachings could
be handed down intact only by a liv-
ing present institution, that is to say,
one with an organism to con-
tinue throughout time, He gathered
about Him the first cfficers of His spir
itual kingdom and appointed them as
His representatives, the teachers of His
truth, the distributors of His graces,
the spiritual rulers of His people, with
powers that were to descond from them
to the generations of the priesthood yet
to come It was a Divine institution ;
but, as He Himselt was human asg well
as Divine, and because He took upon
Himself humanity for the saving of
man, 8o in the Church which He found-
ed there wa3 to be a human side as
well as & divine, and through her the
work of salvation was to continue.
MISTAKE ABOUT THE CHURCH,
“+ Some of you, perhaps most of you,

it was known in the days of the apos-

regard the Church in her exterlor

all men wonder and admire.

acter is still hidden from you, etill in-
| ¢

IRUE

tra of life.
same time man—divine and human.
His institation, founded for the distri
bution of His

great truths, the Incarnation of the
Son of God and the rarpetuation of that
mystery in the divine organization of
Catholicity, have
the purposa of supernaturalizing the

natura to partake of the divine.

You saa | r
n her an immense, a mighty iustitu
ion of the world. DBut, viewed in all

hese varlegated lights, her true char-

7isible, and wiil remain eo until you
oosider carefully what is her most fun-
jamental work.

WORK OF  CHRIST'S
“ Lot us see whether

C

CHURCH
we can find

Charist is God, and at the

gifts, is partly divine
wnd partly human ; and both of these

their existence for

individual soul, of causing human

And so we can understand the words

(+host within us, we are changed, we
hecome as God because we partake of
gomething divine. ‘‘ God was made
hat man might be made God,”
says St. Angustine. “The Soa of Ged
was made the Son of man, that the
children of men might be made the
children of God.” And again: ‘* Who
loves the earth is of the earth : who
oves the world is of the world ; who
oves God — what ghall I say, brethern
—not [ but the Word of God will tell
you—** who loves God becomes God.
[ have sald you are Gods and sons of
the Most High !"

“ This participation in divine things
takes place by the free bestowal of
God's gifts upon the goul, that is, by
the work of grace. We must under-
stand what is meant by this operation
of grace in the soul. For this doctrine
is at once one of the most consoling
and one of the most fuadamental of
Catholicity.

«‘When theScriptures and the Fathers
tell us that we partake of the divine
pature —that we become as God, it i3
not to be thought that our nature is
lost in God or absorbed by Him. The
expressions of thetir holy enthusiasm
may now and then appear exaggerated,
but at the same time the words are
used in no merecly rhetorical or figur-
ative sense. There is a real transfor:
mation in a man because there is some-
thing added to his na‘ure, in inward
spirttual power. We say a great
change has come Over a man when he
tnrns from a life of wickedness and be
comes & healthy member of soclety.
Wo sa) g s anow man,” Thias
may be called a figurative use of
terms. Butin the operation of grace
upon our nature it ig different. Man
then truly becomes a new creature ;he
is reborn ; regenerated. The gift of
grace is divine, and €0 in the recep-
tion of grace Gad so enters into the
man who responds to His will as to ba-
come, by a union of loving epirits, an
indwellar of the human soul.

ard manifested in effocts over a range

case may be ;
the desires, the purposes of tha solitary
respousible spirit.
ing of space or time, except as second-
ary to will ; she knows no evil butsin,
and sin is something personal, con-
8

thing personal, private, special, lodged

of {ts members ; desplte the intrigues | 2licans spaaks on thig subject aud so i d
f some of its high officials, the perse- clearly that [ must hers quoie him
cutlions of the pen, of the tongue and | ‘The Church,” he 3, *overlooks
of the sword —all this makes vou and | every thing in comparigon of the lwm-}o0

nortal soul.” Good and evil here are | C

»f iufluence wider or narrower, as the i
but they are the thoughts,
(
She knows noth-
t

[§
t

cious, voluntary ; she knows no geod
but grace, and grace again is some-

in the soul of the individual. She has
one and only one alm—to purify the
heart : she recollacts who it is who has
turned our thoughts from the external
crime to the inward imagination ; who
sald, that ‘ unless our justice abounded
more than that of theSzribes and Paari-
sees, we should not enter into the king
dom of Haaven:'and that‘out of the hear?
proceed evil thoughts, murders, adalt
eries, fornications, theflts, false teeti-
monles, blasphemiss. These are the
things that defile a man.’ o
REASON OF CATHOLIC 1TY.

!

t

§

t

L

‘Chrisi in love ap ted the Church | ¢

the help and the assistant of man. In
reality thisls the ultimate reason given
by everv Catbolic for hisfaith. What-

ever may have been the initiating
movement which led him into the

Church, or if he has always been num
bered with her children, whatever may
be the most attractive feature for him
within the vast soclety—her authority,
her stabllity, her art, her musie, her
charity, her civilizing influence, her
moral power, her opposition to tyranny,
her detense of justice, her characteristic
unity—in all and each of which he sees
refl2cted the D.vine exemplar; whether
drawn by her painting as Overbeck,
by her architecture as Pagin, by her
philosophy as Brownson, Ward or
Hecker ; by her conservatism as the
Spanich nobleman, Donogo Cortes ; by
her liberty as Frederick Ozanam ; by
the study of her history, and the
Fathers, as Cardinal Nawman ; or by
whatever motive of the immense vari-
ety that could be named, every Cutho-
lic when asked the one fiaal grouund
for his bellef, will answer according to
the dictate of his consclence : ‘lam
a Catholic because the Church was in
gtituted io bring my soul into union
with God '’
BATTLEFIBELD OF THE CHURCH

*¢ The Churea's real dominton 13 no
whero elge than in the heart of maun.
There are her battles fought, there are
her victories won. A single soul is of
more value to her than all temporal
prosperity or all worldly congquests.
Were sha to be offored to-day the power

over all the ipieilects of ihis
world, on condition that it should
be pald for by the commission of

one sin, she would shrink from even the

thought of listening to the offer. Aye!
woere she like her Divine Found-
er, led to the mountain top, and

ware the voice of the tempter to sound
in her ear saying : *All those king-
doms stretching out befora you in the

THE MYSTERY OF GRACE

« Thisaztion is, of course,a mysiery.
Wa cannot reason it out. It isuota
matter of comprehension, but ot faith
founded upon the fact of revel tlon,
Yot to a certaln extent wa may under
stand it. If you love someone dearly,
and that love is reciprocated, you have
what 13 humanily called a friendship
Now in what dees this rea!ly consist 0
Is it not in trath that there i3 a union
of gonls, that one soul partakes in &
degree of the other ? TFor this reason
it i, you confide in your friend, im-
part to him your secret thoughts, your
sufferings, your joye, your ambitiong,
because you feel that all these are hig
possessions alro. Thus it is yon feel
any injury juflicted on your friend as
if it were directed agalnst yourself,
Your soul and his are one: you partake,
as is ware, of hig vary being.
‘¢ The process of grace is, it seems to
me, not very differeut, except that it is
in the supernatural order. Grace 18
the friendship of God. Or we may
take an illustration from the physteal
world—one used by St. Thomas. You
all know the action of heat upon iron.
It you take up a piece of iron, you find
it dark and cold and black ; but place
it in the fire, gradually 1t becomes
warm, hot, finelly all aglow, and, a8
it were, saturated with the burning
heat, 80 that in & trus sense, we can
gay that the iron becomes fteelf a part
of the fire. So ig it with the soul of
man, black with sin, cold for the want
of love ; when it is encircled by the
grace of Chris:, elowly but surely it
takes on the nature of that grace as
the iron took to itself the nature of fire
—{t becomes completely absorbed by
grace ; and grace i8 love ; grace is a
thing divine. And this {g the gense in
which we say the human soul is united
with the divine baing of our Rdeemer.
That is what St. Paul merns when he
desires ‘' that that which is mortal may
be swallowed up by iife.”

INDIVIDUAL AND CHURCH,
« From this consideration we come to

v Y

magnifizence of wealth, in the abund
ance of prosperity will [eede unto yon
if you but cause one man, not anv of

the victc

Thou
pression of love upon earth.

hope of mankind.
wark of morality.

beauty.
1 love thee.

ing ov

of God, Ilove thee !
tory—noble thy work—glorious will

t of the Vietor Christ to
us human sou'.

cause of this,thy work,0 Church
f God, I love theo. Spouss of Jasus
Jarist, I love thes for the gocd thou

oed, th

“wR

not lights and shades passing over the | hast accomplichad, Thou art the
surface of soctety, but llving powers fnheritance of the ages. Thou art
springing from the depths of tho heart. | the loved ona of the most saint-
Actlons are not mere outward deeds or ly souls. Thou art the cher-
words, committed by hand or tongue ished object of the greatest minds.

Thou art the saving power of human-

ty. Thouart the teacher of the nations.
art the infallible Voice of
iod Himse!f. Thou art the D vine ex-
Thou art
Thou art the
Thon art the bul-
Thou art the power
if Jesus Christ bearing human souls to
he heights of spiritual loveliness and
Therefore, O Church of God,

he defender of right.

“I gazy back throughout the centur-
es and sce the hosts of Apostles, and

martyrs, and heroes, and miesionaries

olling, suffaring, dying for the faith

that was in them, aod I know *hat Thou
“

lone of all institutions can command
sueh deeds for God's glory and the

soul's welfaro.

‘1 gazsinto our hospitals and upon
ho battlefislds of the nations and see

thy priests unselfishly working for souls

wud see thy ministering angels hend-
the weout 1, changing the
iving enrsainto a blessing and thanks-
iving : and I know that Thou alone

N

‘an command these things to be done
for the love

of God.
“] gszsthroughou’ the world aod see

willions of human beings thrcugh thy

ineentive siriving  with  ali  their

stronzth to bring their souls into union

with God. Because of a1l this,O Church

Girand i8 thy his-

be thy tutures
«+ (3o forth into the twentieth century
sonactous of thy mission as heretofore ;

and tho sons and daughters of men
ghall be gathered into thy fold.

Go
forth to preach the word of Jeeus Christ
into & people yearning for peace and
joy—and in thee will the prophecy of

old Dbe realized, Arise, Jerusalem,
for thy light 18 come and the glory of

the Lord is risen upon thee. And be-
hold darkness shall cover the earth
and a mist the people ; but the Lord
shall arise upen thee and His glory
shall be seen upon thee.

¢ The Catholte Church exists, and 50
exists as to jastify hor name—*' Catho-
e "—universal. She exists through-
out the world. Some forms of religion
are confined to nations ; 0mMe to races ;
gome to peopls of one langusge—but
ghe embraces all. In her are found
people ol every nation and tongus, of
every disposition and of every condi-
tion of iife. The poor and the rich,
the high aud the lowly, the great and
the small, the strong and the weerk,
are united as no power of bumau in-
ventlion couid possibly uuite them ;
bound ¢ a in which counld
be forged only in hoaven in the divine
furnaces of love. Whatever are the
facts of revelation this fact is before
your eyes. The least it deserves is
your most serious consideration.

“Someseem to imagine that aCatholic
must accept arbitrary doctrines manu-
taetured bv men, [o no cense is this
true, but it 18 tiue that, with the Apostle
of tho Gentiles, when imprisoned and
awalting deatn as a witness 10 the
truth he had received, each Catholie

noer

those in the high places, not a Pope
nor a king, but the poorest, meanest ;
croature inhabiting the poorest hov
in the lowest qu of the glob
you cause him to commit ona sin I v
giva you all’ her Divine
she would nob hesitate to bid the temy
er begone from her. Aad thig fort
glmple reason that it is now, as 1l Wit
then, tha Divine Master Himself who
gpeaks, for has He not gald : ) . 3 1
am with you always, even unto the
consummation of the world ’
THE SACRAMENTAL SYSTEM,

“In no part of the Cburch’s work &s
established by Christ is this cars of the
individual soul more manifest thanin
the administration of the sacraments.
| They are the special means that draw
down grace. Taey are the tributes ol
nature kersetf in subserving a super-
natural end in the communication of
divine things to the soul. Catholiclty
& all-embraciog. Sho makes use of
everything good, internal and exter-
nal, in ord:r to bring about the sancti-
fizatlon of men. Kach sacrament iu
its own special way, by its divine
power, bears man aloft until his zoul
is enabled to commuue with the soul cf
Christ.  In all times in his life man is

Liord
1,

-like

e

can gay : ‘I know whom 1 have be-
liaved, and I am certain that e ig able
kkoep that which I bave committed

{nst that day.’” 16 is tvus that
esch member of the Catholic body, with
gecurity born of the word ot God,
with a certaluty for which bhe is ready
to luy i his life, knows that the
Church can propose nothing to his bo-
liet which is not divinely revealed. It
s thercfore true that Jesus Chrlet
alone i3 our Teacher. His word is
truth and truth is our masie Him
you hud [ ars striving to follow. He
is the vivifying power of all roligious
life. He is the beginning, the continu-
ation and the end of Catholicity. He
alone can fill the void in the heart un-
sutisfied with the joys, unbroken with
thic of lita—tha all availing
Christ, the perfect Man.

TR ¢ CRYSTAL CHRIST,”

“'Aga ptllar beautiiul and intact, with
its grandeur untarnished and its sym-
metry unimpalrad, standing alone
amid the ruins of a temple, 80 does the
figure of Christ locm up among the
races of men. As one of our own
American poots has spoken of Him, He
{s the *Crystal Christ.’ All the
heroes, snges, philosophers are paesed

nim ¢

a

called to this secramental union, but
the consummation of his joy is realiz-d
when he receives Jesus Carist Himself,
body and blood, soul and divioity.
This {8 the summit of God's love. A
renewal of the mystery of ths [ncarna-
tion in each individual.  Here avlast
that yearning of the goul finds its
complement. Here 18 the most com
plete act of man's worship, the deepest
act of God's goudness: the climax of
faith : the reason of Catholicity,

v Who can describa the love and joy
that rest in a soul united in commun-
fon with Jesus Christ.

¢ (tlve to the poet trangcendant pow-
ers of expression, and though his verse
be as sweet as the song of the nightin-

in review, but in each some blemish,
some stain s diccovered uniil Christ
cones, spotless, natouched, immacnlate
—the Crystal Christ. But above all,
vou and 1 adore, worship and love
Jasus Christ, the God-Man, who went
out alone deserted and despised, to offer
up His life for us upon the cross of Cal-
vary, and, theratore, I appeal to you,
to each one of you in particular, as you
love your own toul, as you love Him
Who died for you, to pray thatyou
may know His truth, His will, and that
knowing it you may tollow it Your
prayer will be answered, and then also
wlill be realiz:d the prayer of Him to
Whom yon pray, which, after the peti-
CONTINUED ON FIRST PAGE.




