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for nearly one thou- writers of the Church when they say . v man_, „ and see thy ministering angels bend-
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her stability, her art, her music, her tory-noble thy work-glorious will 
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battlefield of the < iiiiitCH. she embraces all. In her are found
“ The Church's real dominion is no people ol every nation tongue, 0 

where else than in the heart of mao. every dtepo-Ulou aud ot every condl 
There are her battles fought, there are tion of life. The poor and the rich, 
her victories won. A single soul is of tho high and the lowly, the great and 
more value to her than all temporal the small, the strong and the weak, 
prosperity or all worldly conquests, are united as no power of^umanJn-

one sin, she would shrink from even the facts of revelation th e fac^ Is befo e 
thought of listening to the 0lf.tr. Aye! your eyes. The least It draervee la 
were she like her D.viue Found- your most serious eoaelderatioià. 
nr led to the mouutain top, and "Someseem to Imagine that aCatholic
were the voice of the tempter to sound must accept arbitrary doctrines manu- 
ln her ear saying : ‘ All those king- tactured ov meu. In no sense Is this
doms stretching out before you Iu the true,butlt Is true that,with the Apostle
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jty, deserve more than a passing 
ice. They show that the field is wide 
op"ii lor the work aud in this connec­
tion lt is rather an Interesting coinci­
dence that at the very moment that 
Father Burke was delivering his 
vincing arguments for the faith that is 
in him to a church crowded to the 
doors, with Protestants, Dr. Ds Costa, so 
latelv received into the true fold of 
Christ, should be proclaiming to a 
Montreal audience, as he did last Wed 
nefcdav night-that “the golden hour 
ol the Catholic Church is now arrived, 
that she alone is the universally ac­
knowledged guardian and teacher of 
the Bible In Its entirety and in its In 
tegrity, that to her must America look 
for the hope, happiness and safety of 
the future." For the first time in 
Eastern Ontario the work of bringing 
to the nou-Cathollc mini the solid sub­
stantial food of divine truth, has been 
undertaken. The result has more than 
ustitied tho attempt. The Question 

Box was most freely used by tne Pro 
testants for th > elucidation of number­
less points concerning which doubt and 
error had long prevailed. A deep 
earnestness was apparent and as the 
-=alous apostle of St. Paul who labored 
co devotedly, bide farewell to the 
parishioners of Dickinson’s Landing 
and to the non-Catholic community as 
well, after having led them to the hill-

--------- - ~ r» orarJ rtf (Tra fitt he wl 11VI pu aw n ■
with him a fervent prayer

meana a 
fuller, riper being1.

THE LIFE OF THE SPIRIT.
,l For the spiritual life, that life 

which is the distinct, separate, de 
finite experience of the soul, the rule 
is the same—progress or death ; 
triumph or defeat. Now, we have 
said that there are three elements In 
all forms of progress, 
these for tho life of the soul '! The 
principle has been decreed by the 
eternal will of God, manifest In that 
spiritual yearning which, to a greater 
or less degree, possesses each single 
soul. In Its essence the principle 
Is one of love, love In the highest ex 
pression of Itself, union. “ Thou 
hast made us for Tbvself. " 
sess us, not because He needs us, but 
out of love for us, His creatures, is 
God's desire, and therefore—the prln 
cl pie at the base of the spiritual life, 
a life which Is as real to every man as 
Is tho tile of his body—consists in this 
uniting of the human soul with the 
D.vlne Being. Man lives, «3 say, 
when body and soul are conjoined • 
the soul truly lives only when en­
circled by the embracing love of God. 
Such is the principle.

CHRIST, THE LIFE GIVER 
“The second element necessary for 

this progress is the realization of 
This realize-
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part of the people, for before printing 

invented it was inopoaslble that the
___ j of mankind could be taught to
read, or that Bibles could bo provided 
them, even if they could have read
h“ It is, therefore, undeniably evident 

that tho sacred scriptures—divinely 
inspired though they be-peerless as 
they are in their unparalleled position 
as divine documents in a way ia which 
no other documents, however infallibly 

divine, aud priceless as they

fivethat principle in action 
tion in its iullest sense Is tound iu the 
personality of our Lord and Saviour, 
Jesus Christ both God and man. He 
alone has tasted the full sweetness of

carry away . ,
for the blessing of God upon his truly 
apostolic labors. Father Burks closed 
tee non Catholic mission with a lecture 
on " Why l am a Catholic ” of which 
the following is the text :

WHY 1 AM A CATHOLIC 
“ I am a Catholic because I bslieve 

in Jesus Christ. 1 believe that those 
longings iu my soul for unlou with God 

ire satisfied. I bslieve that Jesus

i
was
mate says St. Augustine.

made the Sou of man, that the‘I and the Father 
And the soul of

Divine union, 
are one,'He says, 
each one of us partakes of this sweet­
ness in proportion to the closeness of 
its union with Jesus Cirist. His 
words, addressed to tha apostles on the 

of that terrible testimony ot His 
love, were spoken not only to the 
chosen few gathered about Him at the 
supper table, but to every soul that 
enters upon the walks of life : 
the vine : you the branches ; he that 
abideth iu me and I iu him, the same 
beareth much fruit, for without me 

* “ As

wts
Children of men might be made the 
children of God." And again : “Who 
loves the earth is of the earth : who 

tho world is of the world ; who 
eves God — what shall l say, bret.hern 

l but the Word of God will tell 
“ who loves God becomes God.

all their
is

oves

.‘VC I—notmust
-Christ has the words of eternal lite. 
believe that He, being tho Son of God, 
knew what to teach and how to teach 

and consequently, what He said is 
Though heaven and 

His words shall 
I can only believe,

\you —
l have said you are Gods aud sons ol 
the Most High !"

“ This participation in divine things 
takes place by the free bestowal of 
God's gilts upon the soul, that is, by 

We must under­

true, are
are i.i their value, are, nevertheless, 
not one thing—there Is one thing they 
cannot be—they are not and cannot be 
the rule of our faith. The rule of faith 
must be one and the same thing In 

aod that cannot be the rule

“ l am
it :
law iorever. 
earth shall pass away the work ot grace, 

stand what is meant bv this operation 
of grace In the soul. I'or this doctrine 
is at once one of the most consoling 
and one of the most fuadamental of 
Catholicity. , _

“When theScrlpturesand the Fathers 
toll us that we partake of the divine 

that we become as God, it is

not pass away, 
therefore, in oue Christianity aud that 

be the original Christianity
you can do nothing." * 
the Father hath loved me, I also have 
loved you. Abide In my love."

“ Christ Is the most complete mani­
festation of God's love for man. 
Throughout the Old Law, except to a 
favored few God was wont to appear 
as the All-Powerful, the Almighty, 
the Ruler speaking In the voice of 
thunder. But the New Law tnaugur- 

dlattngulshed mainly by 
love In tho coming of our Lord.

;

every age, 
of faith to-day which was not the rule 
of faith from the beginning of Cbrls- 

But In the beginning of

must
which came from the lips of Jesus.

“Where lathe man who In the 
.apse ol years has not now and again 
felt that there Is within his soul a 
longing for satisfaction, happlnessjand 

No matter how engrossed In 
no mat-

tlanlty. __ _
Christianity the scriptures of the Now 
Testament could not have been the 
rule of faith, for the simple reason that 
those scriptures did not then exist. 

doubt or certainty?
“Faith Is necessary lor salvation and 

for faith : and l

nature —
not to be thought that our nature is 
lost In God or absorbed by Him, The 
expressions ol their holy enthusiasm 
may now and then appear exaggerated, 
but at the same time the words are 
used in no merely rhetorical or tigur- 

There is a real transfer

rest r
business and domestic cares

how deaf to the calls of his con- 
matter how desolate of

ter ates an era certainty is necessary 
look for certainty in the religious 
world. I see one society, some of its 
members affirm the Trinity in unity ;
r-s«.”• i*™:11 u-FErr,""

«rsa, ea tosus stototoiL.... ^

be called a figurative use of 
But in tho operation ot grace 

it Is different. .Man 
new creature ; he

science : no 
hope and affection bis Hie may be, or 
how deep within the abyss of sin and 
despair he may have sunk, there are 
times when he must realize that tor his 
soul his Creator has ordained a higher 
and sublimer end than can be found 
In the things about him.

“ Everyone here has some duties of 
business or homo life to fulfill- Diy 
after dav the round of these offiies la 
accomplished. At times there may 
seem to be nothing clso for which to 
iive. But even the busiest of us ex-

“ ' So the all great were the all loving too.
So through tha thunder comes a human
Saying” ‘ O heart I made, a heart beats 

here.
Face, my
Thou hast no power, nor may conceive of
But love i gave thee with Myself to love 
Aud thou must love Me, who have died tor

thee.’
“ Here wo have the pure kernel of 

Catholicity, tho Divine uoion through 
„ . the medlatorship of Christ -

perlence monents, not many perhaps, manded hy r0ason and D.vine will, 
and then only at long Intervals, u ^ hav() 8ftld the qUeat[0n was one of
still sure and evidont wh.m a lash cong2leHce If_ theD_ a man realize 
strikes across our spirit and telle it hlg reaBOn and the will of his
whether it is tending upon the right Creator ,equlre that insofar as he is 

whether lt h0 muflt aeek after Divine union,
he must also recogni ze that there is a 
second duty i aet as imperative resting 
upon him, namely, to discover and 
use the means placed at his disposal 
lor the perfecting of his soul.

THE CHURCH A LIVING BODY.
“ And just here comes in the third 

element in the spiritual life, the or 
ganlzition by which the life, once 
begun, may continue. This organize 
tion is the "continuance of the mys erv 
of the Incarnation of Christ. Tne God 
become man had a mission and work 
to perform—the salvation of all men. 
Christ came upon earth and passed 
from the earth—but Christ was to live 

If His work was

hands fashioned, see it in My- i

other society, some 
affirm the B eased Sacrament ; others 

It is de- deny it- Is that certainty ? Some 
affirm their ministers to be sacrificing 
priests ; others deny lt. Is there one 
truth in the whole hierarchy of reve- 
lation—except the existence of God— 
which someone outside the Catholic 
Church does not deny ? We must 
have certainty—infallibility.

“ Where shall I fiud it ? The only 
place—the only Church that 1 can find 
to give me that la the Catholic Church.
In fact, sho is the only Church that 
claims to do it. 1 have tested her ere
“andM'ï'er £lfiHe£ "a certain extent we may under

ÉÉHHEE EEHB6EE
1 am with you always, even unto the suffdrlngs, your PÏ , ^
end of the world.’ Again; 'He that became you feel that al I the”»re 
beareth vou heareth Me : and he that possessions also. Thus it la you i

svstorBHs B ! j&s&gwse
“Tjù „ „ „„ ,h« Christ l„.,«„t,d - Th. «I... ft » »
His religion as an organic power—not me, not very dlffereu , e l i 
as a mefeTdea-a mere Influence aria- in the BUPB,n.ta,.l-order^ Grace 
log from His own example, His own the friendship nhvsteal
words and actions Catholicity is both take an illustration fr°m the phy l ^

ËEïïESiiÜliü
£ is refusa H ;»rE
rrsz a , .Vh=r=r.....
Hts representatives, the teachers of His nf the fire. Sols it with the soul of
truth, the distributors of His graces, 
the spiritual rulers ot His people, with
powers that were to descend from them grace . f ,hat erace as
\l "took to itself the nature, fire

welZs™ divine! and* through her tho That la what St. Paul means when he 

work of sa,vat,on was to continue.
INDIVIDUAL AND CHURCH.

n From thia consideration we come to

may 
terms
upon our nature 
then truly becomes a 
Is reborn ; regenerated. The gilt oi 
grace is divine, and so in the recep­
tion of grace God so enters Into the 
man who responds to His will as to be 
come, bv a union of loving spirits, an 
lud wellër of the human soul.

THE MYSTERY OF ('.RACE
“Thisaction Is, of course,a mystery.

It la not a

11 A

ipath or the wrong ; 
marching to victory or defeat.

QUESTION OF CONSCIENCE.
Every sincere man aims to direct 

hla soul upon that path which leads to 
Its triumph. Tho question ot religion 
is hound to present itself to each soul. 
M iw shall I fulfill my highest duty— 
my duty towards G:d ? The question 
is one of conscience - no more, no less.

deserves the respect ot his

i:
;

We cannot reason it out. 
matter of comprehension, but ol faith 

the fact of revelation. nor a
creature 
In the lowest quarter

him to commit one sin 1 willyou cause
giv9 you aU,’ — lil<« hoi* Divin» Lord 
she would not hesitate to bid the tempt 
i-r begone from her. 
simple reason
then, the Divine Master Himself who 
speaks, for has He not said : ‘Lt . 1 

wl'h you always, even unto the 
consummation of the world

THE SACRAMENTAL SYSTEM.
“In no part of the Church's work as 

established hy Christ is this care of the 
Individual soul more manifest than in 
the administration of the sacraments.
They are the special moans that draw 
down grace. They are the tr.buieo of 
nature herself in subserving a super- 
natural end in the communication of 
divine things to the soul. Catholicity 

She makes use of 
everything gond, internal and exter­
nal, in ord r to bring about the sancti­
fication of man. Each sacrament iu figure 
its own special way, by its divine races of men.
power, bears man aloft until his soul American poets has spoken of Him, He
is enabled to commune with the soul cf is the Cry8ta'her" ave passed 

In all times in his life man is heroes, sages, phl.osophers aie passed 
iu review, but in each soma blemish, 
some statu is discovered until Christ 
comes, spotless, untouched, immaculate 
—the Crystal Christ. But above all, 
von and 1 adore, worship and love 
J esus Christ, the God Man, who went 
nut alone,deserted aud despised, to offer 
up Uls life lor us upon the cross cf Cal­
vary, and, theretore, l appeal to you, 
to each o:ie ot yon in particular, as you 
lovo your own soul, ns you love Him 
Who died for you, to pray that you 
may know ills truth, His will, and that 
knowing it you may iollow it. Your 

will be answered, and then also

a security 
with a certainty for which he in ready 
to lay down his tile, knows that the 
Church can propose nothing to his be­
lie! which is not divinely revealed. It 
Is therefore true that Jesus Christ 
alone in our Teacher. Hin word is 
truth and truth is our master. Him 
youhird l are striving to follow, 
lathe vivifying power of all religious 
hie. He is the beginning, the continu­
ation and the end ot Catholicity, 
alone can fill the void in the heart uu— 
satisfied wlih the joys, unbroken with 

of l;le —the all availing

Any man
fellows when he acts in harmony with 
the promptings of hlg conscience. It 
is the final court, and by its decision 
each one shall abide.

each particular soul mnst be

A id this for tho
that it is now, as It was

E ich one must
1Answer !

satisfied. This satisfaction for a crea­
ture such as mao, endowed with rea 
son and free will, resides only in the 
union of the soul with its Creator.^
‘ Thou hast made us for Thyself,’ 
says St. Augustine, * and our hearts 
are uurestful till they find repose in 
Taee." The full repose will come only 
when the eternal veil is drawn back 
and a new world, more enchanting 
than any picture of the imagination, 
loltler than any conception of the in_ 
tellect, surpassing all the cravings ot 
hope, In all the effulgence of glory, 
dawns upon the soul : but still there 
is a present duty for all, the dally realT 
zitlon, as far as possible, of union with 
God. That the soul may truly live 
there must be a continuous forward

In every Christian.
to be of" any avail—then It was to con 

and to continue in the way In

He

tlnue,
which He started It. Just as a nation 
Is instituted for the good of the indi­
vidual cltizsns who go to compose it, 
Q„a jnst as we see that were these 
citizens left without a head, without 
laws, without representative bodies to 
formulate ana enforce the taws, the 
nation would come to wreck aud ruin. 
So Christ Himself, in a higher order of 
things, saw that, although His teach 
inga were for the good of the partic­
ular souls, yet were these souls loft to 
attain and apply the doctrines without 
a directive power, Hla work would be 
vain and the souls Ho came to save 
would be lost in the labyrinth of con- 
fuslon ! ,

“Those who believed Christ gave 
their assent to His teachings because He

Men

Heas
I

the sorrows
Christ, the perfect Mail.

‘ CRYSTAL CHRIST. ”
1 ‘As a pillar be&utiiul aud Intact,with 

its grandeur untarnished and its sym­
metry unimpaired, standing aloue 
amid the ruins of a temple, so does the 

of Christ lorrn up nrnoog the 
As one of our own

tgj
HIE

Li
le all-embracing.

Christ.
called to this sacramental uuiou, but 
the consummation nf hla joy is realiz' d 
when ho receives Jesus Christ Himself, 
body and blood, soul and divinity. 
This la the summit ol God’s love. A 
renewal of the mystery ot the Incarna­
tion in each individual, 
that yearning of the soul tiods Ils 
complement. Here is tho most com 
pleto act of man’s worship, the deepest 
act of God's gondnesa : the climax of 
faith : the reason ol' Catholicity.

“ Who can describe the love and joy 
that rest In a soul untied In commun­
ion with Jesus Christ.

“Give to the poet transcendant pow­
ers of expression, and though his verse 
be as sweet as the song of the ulghtin-

movement.
life is progress.

“Progress is the rule of all life.
see it in nature ; we see it in art ; in 
the growth of the child ; in the de­
velopment of the man ; In the societies 
of the world ; In the conquests of the 
intellect ; In the triumphant products 
of genius. And In all progress there 
exist three essential elements. The 
first Is a principle, a germ, trom 
which and around which the whole 
structure Is built. The second Is the 
realization, the birth, of that principle 
into action. The thud Is an organism 
by which the action, once born, may
continue lu life. T|1E CHANnel of faith.

“To make my meaning clear, an 11- n How shall weknow what to believe? mistake about the church.
lustration may be taken from nature— know It In the same way that 11 Some of you, perhaps moat of you,
for example, the growth of a tree from | known In the days of the epos- regard the Church In her exterior 
a seed, Let us call an acorn the prln-

We
say that the iron 
of the fire. ,
man, black with eln, cold for the w^ot
of love ;

was a Divine, infallible teacher, 
sought for the truth—and in matters of 
religion they must be absolutely cer- 

Unless the teachings of

when It is encircled by the 
of Chris:, slowly but surely It Hero at lasttain of it.

Christ were to fade from the earth, 
then He must have left a living, a 

and Infallible teacher for alldivine
time. Nothing else will satisfy man. 
A dead book—capable of being mltin- 
teroretated by man—must have an in­
fallible interpreter, if it is to be ol any 
avail.

as

prayer
will be reaUz-d the prayer of Him to 
Whom you pray, which, after the peti- 

UUNTINL'KD on first page.
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