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SOCIETIES FOR BOYS.

BY REV, M, P, HEFFERNAN,

It is an inexpressible joy to every
sincere soul yearning for a spread and
supremacy of truth and duty to read of
the movement in favor of the organ
ization of our boys into quasi military
societies, having for their object the
bringing of the boys regularly to their
religious duties.

The latest news from [Patladelphia
brings the * glad tidings " that this
movement there is headed by the Arch
bishop and the clergy of the diocese,
and that each parish is to have its
own *‘ militia.” The military feature
is the best to make the boys *‘good
soldiers of Christ ;" it brings home to
the boys’ minds more readily their
duties to God, their neighbor
and themselves. The military
gystem aids the mind by means of
the systematizing iufluences it uncon
sclously introduces into the brain and
its workings. In like manner it
cultivates the memory and dispels
absent mindedness, 80 common among
boys. The necessity of responding
promptly to every command, of watch
ing untiringly for every order, sharp
ens the perceptions of those unused to
intellectual activity and creates habits
of attentiveness and mental appreci
ation. The system develops the moral
faculties by the strict conception it im
imparts of the value of order, govern
ment, obedience and duty.

But what is of far more importance
18 that these military societies for our
boys will keep the lads united tuv the
Church and in touch with their pas
tors, faithful to their religious duties
and interested in the maintenance and
progress of the society by its attractive
form and the encouragement it gives
to all innocent games, healthful recre-
atlons and amusements.

Such a soctety for boys, in which the
spiritual needs are supplied and the
natural virtues and inclinations judic-
iously formed, so constituted that it
can be suited to the varying circum
stances of place and person and give a
boy no excuse for not becoming a mem
ber ot it, has loug been a desideratum
among Catholic organizations. For
such a soclety, besides the deep and
lasting impression it makes on & boy
during his trausition period from his
twelfth to his eighteenth year— the
character formation time, when those
habits are formed which afterwards
influence his life and conduct, has
other and more tangible results, espec

ially that it will,be an abundant sou:ce

of new life and vigor to the adult so
cieties attached to the church.

However, it is not my intention to

speak of the advantages of such organ
izations : these, I believe, are recog
nized by all.
given the subject of Catholic young
men's organizations some thought,

merely to make one or two suggestions

which may prevent failure in main
taining a boys’ organization.

The failure of many Catholic young
be traced to two

men's societies can

sources—debts and factions. It may

seem paradoxical to assert that the
financial failure of these socteties is

due to excessive dues, but it is never
theless true.

and in a very short time the delin-
quencies amount to dollars, aud then
rather than pay such a large sum,

which many can ill afford, they drop

out of the soclety. It was an easy
matter for a few rattle headed youag
msn

the treasury each month and forth
with lead the society into hesvy ox-
peases, gorgeously furnished rooms,
fine gymuasium, ete., but they forgot

the members could never keep up to

the high dues necessary for such lux
uries, and they might have

momentarily briiliant.

Now 1 maintain that were the dues

of our young men's societies less than

at present there would be fower failures

and larger memberships in these excel
lent organizations.

in the Catholic World for August last

that in the society for boys the dues
should be as low as possible and not
more than  cents & month or | cent a
Let me suggest that there be

woek,
no regular dues at all among the boys,
and in its
taken up at the monthly meetings,
when each member may give accord
ing to his mea s or as much as
may chooss to give.
are always distasteful and
strong objection to many against join
ing the society.
levied to meot expenses,
need for a

hence no

what to do with it. Tas time for ex

pending the money i1n the treasury is

sure to be a ripe occasion for diffor

onees, wrangling and  hostilitles
among the members as to how they

should dispose of it.

Factions are as equally destructive

a8 excessive duess  of manv of
our vouang min's societies Thesn
gpring up tuvariably out of the month

ly business meatings, tha election of
offizors, jealonsics aund the opposition
to & faw fellows who ttink “‘they Know
it all ” and are fatent on runniug tho

sociaty according to their whims,
To prevent thig in boys'

suggest that the monthly

#oct

anumber of prominent and experienced

I wish, as one who has

In the first fervor of the
organization twenty five or fifty cents
& month seems very little for a young
man to pay for dues, but a cool wave
soon comes, many members fall behind

in the beginning to figure the
amount of money that shoula come into

learnt
from experience that such sky rocket
societies are a3 short-lived as they are

Hence we would
call special attention to the suggestion

place have a collection

he
Compulsory taxes
offer a

Taxes should only be
which in the
militia for boys will be very light, and
rogular tax.
Some people imagine that it is essential
to a sociery, its first requisite, to levy
a tax on each momber, to demand a
certain amount of dues once & month,
and frequently the sociaty is at a loss

the boys. In lieu of it I propose that
laymen of the parish be selected—say
six, three appointed by the spiritual
director and three elected by the
boys, form a sort of executive com-
mittee, of which the spiritual director
be the chairman, to transact all busi-

ness, hear all complaints and appotat
all the offi:ers of the society. Besides
avoiding petty squabbles among the
boys, the advantage of having
a number of laymen, men of
business and experience, interested
ir. the boys is inestimable. They
would put the gociety on a firm founda-
tion, remove a heavy burden from
the shoulders of the spiritual director,
and a8 they frequently mingle with
the boys, will have more opportunities
than the priest to discover the needs
of the society. Moreover, the soclety
will then ba rescued from the precari-
ous condition of dependence on the
continuance in the parish of the spirit

va' director who happens to be a man
of maguetism, holding the boys close
to him by the sheer force of his own in-
dividuality. Freque: tly the change
of director of such a society has a bad
effect, for in his place a stranger may
come who has little knowledge of and
less liking for the work, with no ex

perience or ability to manage such an
organization. I am confident a com-
mittee of laymen would be » bulwark
of defense to a society of boys and keep
them steadily on their original line of
operation,

Mboreover, young men are prone to
naglect religion morg so perhaps than
any other class. It is declared by
competent authority that on an average
only twenty-five per cent. of the
young men of the United States attend
church of any kind, The main object,
therefore, of the society for boys will
be to bring the youngsters to their re
ligious duties once a month, and in the
afternoon of that Sunday have a meet-
ing at which an address be mads by
the director.

In conclusion we would respectfully
urge the spiritual director to make his
monthly discourse to the boys a strik

ing feature of the society. It is a rare
opportunity to be able to speak toa
body of boys on the things that speci

ally concern them. 'T'ne addrpss should
touch their daily lives and tend to
make them not only more practical
and better instructed Catholics, but
also men of equity and strong charac
ter in the business and social world. —
Philadelphia Catholic Standard and
Times.

THOUGHTLESS CHRISTIANS,

They are Found In Every Parish—How
They May be Recognized.

Attention has been called to several
kinds of Christians who are listed
among the undesirables. There are
the ‘* one-legged "Christians, whoinsist
on adoring only on one knee. The no
madic follower, who wanders into the
next parish when there is a collection in
his own. The modest believer who
takes a position near the door and
mzintains it against all comers. The
ahsent minded fellow who plants him
sulf 8o regularly in your pew that you
b:gin to think he has purchased a sit
ting in it from some one. The stead
fast brother who imagines that the out
side seat belongs to him personally and
that he alone is justified in occupying
it, and so on. We took the liberty ot
classifying them all as among those
who could very well be missed from
any church, but whose obuvoxious
presence made them everywhere dis-
tinetly visible.

We have another to add to this list.
And when we think it over we ars at
a loss to keow how we omitted any
mention of him oo all previous occa
sions. He should certainly have been
placed at the head of the list, For he
ic the most un Christian. the most ex
asperating and is certainly more con
demned than any of the others. We
have in mind the seifish, mean, con
temptible, unfair individual who rushes
into the confessional ahead of those who
hava been patentiy awaiting their
turn

In writing we have used the mascu
line pronoun. We do not do this to
leave the impression that the male
Christians are the only offenders.
They have plenty of female compan
ions. 1In fact, in the present case, they
far outnumber their brothers.

There is a certain amount of fairness
in man which makes him less liable to
commit this fault. We do not know
that he is deserving of any credit for
this. If he had any different inclina.
tion the chances are that his comrades
in his youth pounded it out of him.
The gentle nature of woman deprives
her of his desirable training, and per-
haps accounts in this and some other
respsactsfor her indifference to therights
of others.

All difference aside, this is a serious
matter and should receive the attention
{ of any who have in the past offended.
Those who have patiently waired should
not be deprived ot their rights.  If they
are, it is apt to send thoughts into their
beads which have no place there at
such a time. As a priest once said,
the first thing a penitent should confess
was what he considered the sin of

vins |
hisinesy
wesing be abolished and tho elaction
of ofticers be tal.en out of the hands of

having taken without permdssion an-
| other's place. —Advocate,

- - -
| Plles Cured Without the Use of knifo
by Dr. Chase.

I was troubled for years with Piles and
tried everything T eonld buy without aoy
banelit, until [tried Dr. Chasa’s Ointment,
The result was marvellous. Two boxes com-
pletely cured me.

JAS, STERWART, Harness Maker
Woodville, Ont,
Tho diseases cured by Hood's Sarsaparilla

DE VERE'S RECOLLECTIONS.

Noteworthy Incldents of the Irish
tPoet's Career.

The *‘Racollectivns' of the venerable
Irish Catholic poet, Aubrey de Vere,
have been issued in book form. The
work is full of interest, treating as it
does in a great measure of the intimate
relations of the poet with some of the
greatest men of his time,Gerald Griffin,
Wordsworth, Sir William Hamilton,
Sara Coleridge, Sir Henry Taylor,
Tennyson, Newman and Manning.
Mr. de Vere, like every Irishman,
has an eye for the humorous. In his
chapter on ‘' Old Times and New,” an
account of a day spent in a mail coach
between Limerick and Dublin, there
are many amusing touches. We
quote :

A ‘' REPEATER "

*‘ A ghort time before there had been
a fiercely contested parliamentary elec-
tion in Limerick. The repeal party
had recently met many successes on
those occasions ; but on that one it had
sustained a defeat. There had been a
division among its ranks; and I re
member & clergyman, I will not say of
what denomination, expressing sad
forebodings: 'Our candidate is a fine
fellow ; but when the question is as to
the price of a vote I am afraid he is a
trifls parsimonious.” Votes went high
Earlier a freeholder had managed to
get paid twice over. He had plumped
for one of the candidates, and perhaps
received what he regarded as the value
of one vote only, not of two. He left
the court, got three front teeth drawn,
had his head shaved, put on a red wig,
returned so disguised that nobody
recognized him, and voted for the rival
candidate.”

One of the travellers was ‘‘a pretty
girl,” with modest but arch eyes.

THE PARSON AND THE MAID.
““On the way she took out her
rosary and began to say her beads.
A Protestant clergyman beside her
thought the opportunity & happy one

for her conversion. ‘What is the
name of this large bead ?’ he eaid
¢ A Pater Noster,” she replied. ** And

what is the name of the small one?"
*An Ave.” ‘‘ And those priests make
vou say ten Aves for every one Pater !
Now you see how much more they
think of Mary than of her Son ! What
but idolatry is that ?' ‘Waell,’ the girl
answercd, ‘1 always thought that any
one, even a parson himself, knew that
one Pater was the equal of ten Aves
any day.’ There was another laugh,
and the controverialist took to study
ing the signs of the weather.”
NEWMAN AND MANNING,

Mr. Da Vere's intimacy with the
two great EnglishCardinals was of the
closest kind. He helped Newman in
his enterprise of founding the Catholic
University of Ireland. He had fol-
lowed Manning’s path into the Catholic
Church. In his journey thither he had
“lay advisers as well as clerical.”
Carlyle was one of his dissuaders.

* I may as well mention that Carlyle
was one of those who gave me the most
curious form of warning. ‘I bave
ridden over here to tell you not to do
that thing. You were born free. Do
not go into that hole.” 1 answered,
‘ Bat you used always to tell me that
the Roman Catholic Church was the
only Christian body that was consistent
and could defend her position.” He
replied, * Aud 1 say so still.  But the
Caurch of England is much better not
withstanding, because her tace is
turned in the right direction ! 1
answered, ‘Carivle, I will tell you in
a word what [ am about. 1 have lived
a Christian bitherto, and I intend to
die one.’”

His first meeting with Cardinal
Manning was at Lord Danraven'sip
1549, ** He was ushered into the din
ing room some time after we bad sat
down, and [ had a good opportuaity ot
observing a man of whom I had heard
¢o much. [ well remember saying to
myself, ‘Tses a word written on the
forehead of that man, and that word
is Sacerdos.” " Mr. de Vere indicates
no wavering in that conviction. He
rejacts the unworthy imputation of in
triguing ambition which the Cardinal’s
biographer was at pains to elaborate.

TWO OF THE CARDINAL'S LETTERS
are printed, one on the occasion of his
elevation to the archiepiscopate, and
the other when he was created Cardin
al. They certainly, Mr. Da Vere
rightly says. do not indicate gratificd
ambition. Oa the latter occasion the
Cardinal wrote :

“1 wish you were here with me.
You say truly that this is & time of
very mixed feeling. If I can better
sorve the Church, so be it! For my
seif, it is a restraint upon the liberty
I have hitherto enjoyed. Moreover,
any one who in the world's eyes rises
high is thought to seek it or to love it ;
and that hinders his work for souls
God knows whether that has been so
with me. Aund I will wait for the last
dny. . One thing 1 feel, ag I said,
it is like being told off to fight the
persecution which from Berlin will
spread wide, and for this I have a
good will.”

DE VERE'S LITERARY INTERESTS
are of course a chief part of his life.
The chapters on his poems, and how
they came to be, will be read with keen
satisfaction by the admirers of bis
serene and stately verse.  Writing of
*The Foray of Queen Meave” he pays
a high tribute to [reland’s early poetry
the ** Red Branch Cycle. He says:

“The greatness of the early Irish
poetry, and of the age that produced
it, is brought home to us by
its immensa superiority to lIreiand's
mediweval poetry, called ‘' Ossianie,”
because it relates chiefly to Ossian,

are many, becausa most aillments disappear
as soon as the blood is enriched and purified
by it

Rich red Dlood is the foundation of go.d
health, ‘I'hat is why Hood's Sarsaparilla, the
0.6 True Blood I'urifier, gives HEALTH,

These later posms combing truth to

same inventive imagination or pas-
sion, nor are the characters as sharply
delineated. The poetry of that first
age, though very unequal, was great
because the age was great.”
ikl

CONSTANT PRAYER.

Some people think, or at all events
act a8 if they thought, that prayer is a
kind of spiritual luxury, a thing to
practise as long as things go well and
pleasantly, but to leave off when the
times are dark. Others do not go as
far as this, but look upon prayer as a
duty to be done, a command to be
obeyed, and if they grow careless
about their other duties and obliga-
tions, this must shure the same fate.
Prayer and its necessity stand in an
entirely different position. While it
is perfectly true that prayer is a duty,
yet the necessity of prayer is greater
even than the duty of observing God's
commands. To understand this you
must remember the difference which
exists between those things which
must be done because God commands
us to do them, and those things which
must be done, or which we must have,
because God hag made them means to
obtain our salvation. Perhaps the
best way to make this clear is by a
few examples.

Now, we all know that to tell a lie is
a sin ; that Almighty God has com-
manded us not to depart from the
truth. Yet there are many persons £0
dull, and possessed of so little sense
and intelligence, as to think that in
some difficult circumstance it is right
to tell a lie ; for example, to save a
friend from death or even from getting
into small troubles. Well, suppose a
man were to act in this way, thinking
he was doing right. Would he commit
a sin and offend God ? By no means,
if he did it in good faith. His ignor-
ance would excuse him ; it would not
be a sin in such a case

Take another example and a more
important one. All Cathoiics kunow,
owing to the advantages of their birth
and education, that God has fouonded
His holy Catholic Church, and that He
preserves it in the world in order to
teach His truths and to administer the
sacraments which He has instituted as
the means of grace and sanctification.
He has commanded all men to enter
this Church, and, that they may be
able to kuow that it is His Church, He
has given to it certain notes of which
no other body of men is in p ssession

But now, let us suppose that there
are some men who, owing to their du'-
ness of apprehesion, their bad educa-
tion, their prejudice or any other rea-
s0n, are unable to see that the Cathc-
lic Church is really and in truth the
Church of God ; would they commit a
sin on account of the mere fact that
they donot do that which they did not
know they are bound to do? By no
means.

Ignorance in this case also excuses.
It brings with it many disadvantages
and entails many evils, but it is not
sl ful in itself

But when we come to those things
which are necessary, not merely be-
cause God has commanded or forbidden
them, but because they are made by
Him means to the end, then the omis-
sion of such things involves more se i
ous consequences. If a thing is »
means to the end, the end can notte
attained unless the means is made use
of ; and if we could suppose a case in
whicha person were)3ven in unblamable
ignorance of such 2 means, thatigno:-
ance would not excuse him ; he would
not, and could not, without the means,
get the end

Now, there are some things which
are necessary to salvation, not merely
because God has commanded them, but
as means to attain it, and among these
things is prayer. If we wish to be
saved prayer is 80 necessary that even
ignorance will not excuse us from it.
How foolisnly, then, do those people
act who leave off their prayers for
every littls mis‘ortune or contradic
tion, when Ouar Lord bids them pray
at such times. —Sacred Heart Roview.

e

The Bishop and ‘' Bobby " Burns.

It seems that ‘* Bobby " Barps at the
beginuing of his career fell in with
that goond old Catholic Bishop in parti-
bus, Bishop Geddes.

The Bishop greaily admired the ‘‘ex-
cellent poet "’ whom he took to bs a man
of nucommon genius. One can guess,
however, they talked of other things
than poetry from Burns' letter to the
Bithop, in which he says :

“ As I am conscious that, wherever I
am, you do me the honor to interest
yourself in my welfare, it gives me
pleasure to inform you that 1 am here
at last, stationary in the serious busi-
ness of lite, and have now not only the
retired leisure bat the hearty inclina-
tion to attend to those great and import-
aut questions—What 1 am? Where I
am? and for what am [ destined.”
Strange to say, the DBishop's copy of
Burns' with additions ~2q the poet's
writing, became the property of a
gontleman in Detroit, Mich, The fate
of the volume siuca 1865 is not men-
tioned. — Catholic Columbian.
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Ayer's Pills, beingcoaposed of the es-
sential virtues of the best vegetable
aperients, without any of the woody or
fibious material whatever, is the
reason why they are so much more ef-
fective and valuable than any other
catharities.  The best family physic.

Liquor and Drug Habits.

I guarantea to every viciim of the liquor or
drug habit, no matter how bad the case, that
when my new vegetabls madicine is taken as
divected all desire for liquor will be removed
in from one to thres days, and a permanent
cura effvcted in threa weeks—the drog habit
being cured almost rapidly. My wedicine

3 nature with vigor and pathos, but they
{ do nat possess the breadth or the force

|

far earlier date. They have not the

| of the epic fragments belonging to a |

can be taken privately and without inter{er-
ivg with business duties. Immediate results,
normal appetite, sleep and clear brain, with
henlth improved in every way. Indisputable
testimony sant sesled. Apply Mr. A, Hut-
ton Dixon, No, 40 Park avenue, Montreal,
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WELL
1
Stert wash dey with good
batiie won.
SURPRISE Soap
ismade especially For washs
ing clothes;makes them clean
and fresh and sweet, witl
little rabbing.
t's best for this and every
ase.
Nant fordet the name,

BEGUN
9 HALF DONE

SURPRISE.

DIRECT

Ticket

Freight

Direct to Cherbourg for Paris.

and the Continent.

trip cheerfully furnished.

Cork, Dublin, Belfast, Londonderry.

Yor particulars apply to

CORES ™ TG -
"Wk :

THE FLIGHT INTO WALES.

Towards the end of the sixth cen-
tury the Archbishops of London and

had been subject to them destroved by

ing with them the sacred relics of the
saints ; and England relapsed into
paganism, ‘‘ The Welsh provinee of
Cmrleon, subsequently known as St
David's, or Menevia is thus,” we are
told, ‘‘invested with peculiar honor,
since it alone never lost iis faith dowa
to the time of the so called Reforma-
tion.” For three centuries following
that calamity the Welsh sees were un
occupied. The hierarchy was restored
in 1850 by the command of Pius IX,
and the throne of Menevia was again
filled by a successor of St. David.
‘“ By the authority cf Peter's voice
that See was first established
in Cwierleon when the martial tramp
of the Roman legions resounded
within its walls, and by the autho:ity
of that same voice its authority has
finally merged in the newly crested
vicariate.” There were two other
churches, in addition to the metropoii-
tan Church in ancient times, in Caer-
leon--the church of St. Julius, to which
was attached a community of nuns,
and the church of St. Aaron, which
was served by an order of canons.
*“The lives of these two tutelar saints
bear witness to the influence of the Sae
of Peter on the Church of early Britain,
The authority of that See drew them on,
and, journeying over land and sea,
they applied themselves to sacrea
studies at the toot of the apostolic
throne. On their return to their
native land the Diocletian per-
gecution  broke out. They were
seized as adherents of the proseribed
faith, and, when they had endured
sundry torments, and their limbsg had
beon torn after an unheard of mauner,
vielded up their souls to enjoy in the
Heaveniv City a reward for the suffer-
ings which they had passed through.
Arter St, Alban and St. Amphibalus
they have been esteemed the chief of
the protomartyrs of Britain, "—Sacred
Heart Review, .
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Ask Your Doctor,

Ile will tell you that Scott’s Emulsion cures

poverty of the blood and debility of the

nerves, He will say that it is the best rem-

edy in the world for delicate children,

Established

GENERAL FOREIGN AGENCY

11 MULLINS ST. Montreal.
PASSENGER AGENCY FOR LINES

Direct to Naples and Genoa for Rome,
Direct to Gibraltar (Spain), Algiers (Africa).
Direct to Plymouth for London,

TOURS from any port and on all European Railways.

{Whooping Cough, Croup, Colds,

oughs, Asthma, Catarrh.
Items 1rom
Deseripive Hoorlet
“Have found it of suel

& |ing Cough, Croup and o
that I bave instrueted eve=y family unde

i | direction 1o secure one.” Tt
in Diphtheria.” “It
apparatus is
all druggists.

the Saxons and Angleg, retired with |
other ecclesiastics into Wales, carry - |

LINES!

. Tourist

Forwarding

18838,

Direct to Boulogne Sur Mer for Paris.
Direct to Rotterdam, Amsterdam, for all points in Holland and Belgium

Direct to Hamburg for all points in Germany, Austria, Russia
Direct to Stettan for Germany, Austria, Russia.

Direct to Londonderry, and rail to any part of Ireland.
Direct to Glasgow for all parts of Scotland and England.

Direct to Liverpool for all parts of England and Scotiand,

RATES for any special

TOUR IN MARCH, 18¢8, TO ROME (For Holy Week)

Through Italy and France to Lourdes, Paris, London, Liverpool, Queenstown,

ALL EXPENSES $4¢5.

¢ood for one year from Liverpool, Glasgow,

Return Tickets
Londonderry or IHavre.

F. PENFOLD,
P. 0. Box 247, MONTREAL.

Or, Catholic Record Office, London, Ont.
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spasmodie coughs,
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is of great value

vesrelier in Asthma. The
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o Citys

-

physicia
<

Qer

simple

Confidence in God.

Ask in faith and in perfect confi-

[dence and God will give ns what we
- 7 7 | ask.
York, seeing all the churches which |

You may say : ‘‘But will he
give us the very tning ? That, God
has not said. God has said He will
give you whatsosver you ask ; but the
form in which it will come and the
time in which He will give it He keeps
in His own power. Sometimes our
prayers aro answered in the very
things we put from us:sometimes it
may be a chastisement, or a loss, or a
visitation agaivst which our hearts
rise, and we seem to think that not
ouly has God forgotten us, but that He
is beginning to deal with us in sever-
ity. Those very things are the ans-
wers to our prayers. God gives us the
things which we ask, but in the form
which His Divine wisdom sees to be
best,

Of all the nerve-tonics

bromos, celeries or nervines
—vour doctor will tell you
that the Hypophosphites are
best understood. So thor-
oughly related is the nervous|
ystem to disease that come|
hysicians prescribe Hypo-
phosphites in the
carly stages of Consumption.
Scott’s Emulsion is Cod-liver
Oil, emulsified, with the!
Hypophosphites, happily
blended. The result of its
use is greater strength and|
activity of the brain, the
spinal cord and the nerves.

Let us send you a bock all about it.
' SCOTT & BOWNL

p
I

alone

Sent freg,
pelleville, Unt.
-

ONTARIO MUTUAL LIFE
$20,000.000 pany hoids 18 Be-

IN FOQRUE I per cent,

Board of Directors:
ROBERT MELVIN, b

This Company holds
seIve o

o Willinm Hendry
W. H, RuroeLy, Secretary, -




