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with his marvellous lucidity
of mind, and his vast know-
P4 ledge of men, lately in his

Apostolic Letter of the 19th

of March, 1902, enumerated most
graphically the many and most
frightful evils afllicting our times,

pointing out the only true remedies.
Modern society, whether we consider
it in this land, or in any other ci-
vilized, or so-called, Christian ecoun-
try, has all the appearance of a
““moribundus,’”” or aying person,
whose body, though partly alive, is
already in a state of perulent de-
composition and verging on the hour
when, as the poet says:

Decay’'s effacing fingers
Shall sweep the lines where beauty
lingers,

leaving nothing but repulsiveness
and utter deformity behind. On the
one hand, we see civilized nations
flourishing in the advantages of
Science, mechanics, speculation, and
commerce. On thr other hand, we
cannot fail to notlice their religious,
social, and moral dccadence — the
new Paganism. All of us are
liar with the wonderful scientific dis-
coveries of day—the ingenious
machines and appliances continually
succeeding each other in variety and
utility, and the perfection to which
commerce has attained, forming a
stupendous radius of communication,
a very network around the Planet,
surpassing in ingenuity the dreams
we have cherished of fairyland and
romance. Truly,, Shakespeare’'s
“‘girdle’’ is around the globe in a
few seconds! Apparently all this in-
genuity of device—all this luxury of
adaptation—is designed, in a gener-
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ous spirit, for the comfort and wel-
tare of peoples and individuals, to
make man’s life a new Paradise. But
is the ultimate result commensurate
with the avowed aim?

-these are some of thée modern is-
sues. For the votaries of such
progress there is little peace, al-
though they have secured the utmost
plenty. For has not the specious
promlise been marred and frustrated
by other selfish and insidious agen-
cies? Are not our boasted civiliza-
tion and progress proving a failure
in certain grave and serious direc-
tions? Are not the very causes se-
cretly and openly at work which
brought about the ruin of Tyre, of
Sidon, of Babylon, of Rome, and
Athens? For example, during the
ascendency of the powerful Roman
Empire, that conquered the world by
its arths and governed it by its in-
flexible laws, and, under its forerun-
ner, the great Greek and more clas-
gical empire, what did we find? Was
not the worm, the devourer of na-
tions, already at the core, spite of
specious appearances of refinement,
and, beneath the gauds of fashion,
proclaiming its devastating presence
in the hectic cheek of beauty and the
bloated face of sensuality? As it is
to-day so it was then, weakness went
to the wall; pride and power main-
tained a base supremacy, and great
was its irretrievable fall. History
attests this. Nations, the most ar-
rogant and conceited, and seemingly
the securest, are to-day becoming
restless, suspidious, and discontenf-
ed, dissatisfied with themselves and
their jealous neighbors flying where
n'ne pursue, and vindictive whore
none offend. The ancient ‘‘Cowity -.f
pations’” exists no longer.
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It is the age of unrest, of
instability, of disintegr
, tion, of decomposition—4r -
tricide. The Decalogue and
the Beatitudss count for n..:

ing in diplomacy. Degead-

* wsoulless - materialism,

UR great Pontiff Leo XIIL., | classes.
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Though their old statucs wre .e-
pesed and < demolished, and their
gorgeous rites interrupted, we stili
wouship in effect the forbidden gods
of a pagan day. For are w2 no.
idolators, in essence, of Bacchus, of
Plutus, of Pan, Mercury, und Veaus?

Let us examine a little more rlose-
ly the nature of some of the evils
that beset us to test the full truth
iof this severe pronouncement. Vice
| is so common that it passes as law-
| tul for its being so common. Scan-
{dalous luxury prevails amongst the
members of the upper and "educated
Vast wealth is thereby

| wasted to the detriment of charita-

|
|
!

s
Dishonored

|ble causes and deserving institu-
tiong. Self and selfishness are the
modern deities of the ‘‘moble’” and
ignoble alike. Valuable land is per-
sistently kept out of cultivation by
the owners for the purposes of sport
and pleasure; for fox and dear hunt-
ing, rabbits, grouse, pheasants, etc.
ed barren and . unproductive, and, if
foreign ports are closed to us, fam-
ine may follow. Have we not to
thank this abnormal state of things
for the worst features, and the rapid
spread of Socialism and Anarchy ?
Again, we have to witness numer-
ous and scandalous cases of divorce,
of separation, of desertion; as well
treatment of defenceless
on the part of
unfeeling men—savages, rather. The
lowest class of animals are a

as inhuman
women and children,

very

| 1
| veritable reproach to such monsters.
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The terrific
persons of

many
making
number of suicides of
both sexes. and of all classes,
times for the most frivolous reasons,
is truly startling. In this
list are to be found children confess-
ing themselves to be tired of life,
too miserable to live longer. Last
year Germany alone furnished the]
aggregate of over 6,000 to the aw-
ful list of homicides. Tn some Eng-
lish towns the average is from 6 to
10 cases weekly, sometimes through

some-
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poverty, sometimes through dink,
sometimes through hoth. Intemper-
ance, offten caused by misery and

miserable surroundings, whilst it in-
creases misery, with all its evil con-
sequences and tendency to lunacyl is
everywhere on the increase, - neces-
sitating an enlargement of asylums,
workhouses, hospitals, and peniten-
tiaries. Again, how many deaths
take place annually from starvation,
and are attributed to ‘‘failure of the
heart’s action,”’ or other plausible
causes? The thousands domiciled in
the workhouses have their own sad
tale to tell, besides the misery of
the still greater number relieved in
their own wretched dwellings, often
unfit for the habitation of swine and
dogs, and how little is done to se-
cure them better conditions? Eng-
land is fast becoming the premier
land of tramps, who constitute a
danger and a disgrace to the com-
and form a difficult problem
philan-

munity,
for the statesman and the
thropist, being often as vicious as
importunate and destitute. What a
humiliation is found in the innumer-
able acts of dishonesty and breaches
of trust committed by educated peo-
ple, especially in the colossal crimes
causing the ruin of thousands, in the
loss of their savings for years! And
how lightly the law deals with them!
'Then we have the enforced emigra-
tion of hundreds of thousands of
every nation and of all ages in
search of employment, often causing
the loss of their faith and morality;
the sweating system so mercilessly
carried on by human wolves repre-
senting wealthy companies or indivi-
duals; also the enormous number of
the unemployed, whose claims to ex-
istence are dispute®, and who often
find no refuge but in the tender mer-
cies of that anti-Catholic institution
—the T/nion workhouse, Queen Eliza-
beth’s grand solatium to avert pes-
tilence, famine and revolition from
the land, and to protect the rich
from pillage and slaughter in the
hour of retaliation. The old friendly
relations between master and man
being ahbolished, continual and fre-
quently destructive strikes and lock-
‘outs are the order of the day. Per-
haps more misety and injustice is
the outcome of lock-outs than of
strikes. At all events the women
and children in the homes are in the
main, the chief sufferers when the
bread-winner 'is thvs stricken. Here
it may be observed that Catholic em-
ployers often fail to employ Catholic
workmen in due proportion,
endless wretchedness when the exer-
gise of a little charity would obvi-
ate much misery, and advantage an

Thousands of acres are thus render- !

causing .
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uon, precludel hope of an urly mil-

The and rapid
development of so many secret so-
cieties, as well as or Soclalismr Ni-
hilism, and Hooliganism—a new and
infernal addition to the innumerable
evils of our modern Babylon, with
its wild savagery seem to indicate
to the most careless that the fate-
ful handwriting on the wall, or,
that the pillars of the State, pulled
down in fury by & new Sampson,
cannot be long delayed. The exist-
ing churches are few in number in
proportion to the Christian popula-
tion, and even these are almost emp-
ty during the performance of Divine
service. The fierce war against the
very existence of voluntary schools
is inspired by the same spirit of ir-
religion.

»
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There is little respect for
4 age, less for poverty; but
when the two are combined
in one person, alas! for the
contempt exhibited. Look-
ing at the Catholic Church,
we see perseculion of the
secular clergy; banishment
of the Religious Orders, se-
cularization of ecclesiastical

Emperors and the Emperoru of the
West; against tne- invasion of the
Mohammedans, Moors, Goths, and
Visi-Goths, and, at the present day,
against our modern tyrants, and
what for? For liberty for all the
human race? In reference to the
claims of science, the arts, and agri-
culture, the Church has done, and is
still doing her work, by her univer-
sities, colleges, monasteries, and
schools. Regarding charitable works
see the thousands of institutions to
meet the different needs of the sick
and the poor. Her beneficent action
among the nations would have been
a hundred times more fruitful had it
not been impeded by the jealousy
and ambition of her enemies. In fact,
where, on the contrary her action
has been supported by the Govern-
ments—as during the middle ages —

great deeds were wrought for the
well-being of all; see, for ' example,
the magnificent cathedrals built in

those ages of faith; the innumerable
guilds established for the protection
of the workers everywhere, the uni-
versities for scholars, and the hospi-
tals for the poor.

Modern nations can only be heal-

institutions; and the great
“crux’’ of the Roman ques-
tion accentu-
& ated in the Cabinets of the
»  world. Altogether,  the
4 twentlicth century outlook is
the a-

more severely

® not. encouraging, if
bove alone are considered.
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To this may be added, not only the
depressing attitude of Apostates, but !
of Mormons, Spiritualists, and e\vn}
of converted Mohammedans — all |
tending to lower the moral power uf‘\

the world. Again, we are distracted
and saddened by the incessant cry
attending the birth of new, man-
made religions, declaring ‘“‘Lo here
is Christ,”” and are pained to wit-
ness the simple led astray, if only

for a time. All these and other con-
tingent evils constitute the real
troubles and afflictions of modern so-
ciety, they are ‘‘spots in our ban-
quets, clouds without water, for
which the storm of darkness (we may
fear) is reserved for ever. The daily
press is repeatedly publishing new
and startling revelations of the cu-
pidity and turpitude of mankind, re-
specting the growth of the evils just
mentioned.

Are civilized nations therefore
doomed, and will they shertly crum-
ble away like ‘‘the grass on the
house-tops,”” or like those mighty
kingdoms of antiquity, on whose vast
possessions the sun never sets, leav-
ing but inglorious ruins to mark
their ancient magnitude and magni-
ficence? Are future generations of
other climes to wrest from us the
fruits of our centuries of labor and
civilization, and sweep away our
claims to an Imperial sway on Sea
and land, the supremacy of ages, the
product of millions of minds, and of
tens of millions of workers, simply
because we would not listen to an-
other Moses, warning us to bhe wise
and understand in time the dangers
that threaten us? Shall our great-
ness ‘‘be dissolved, and, like the
baseless fabfic of a vision, leave
not a wreck behind’’ to proclaim to
the future inquirer how potent once
was Britain? Even so, it is jnot our
bounden duty to do what little we
can to arrest the coming of the cat-
astrophe by minimizing our present
day evils, and showing ourselves on.!
the Lord’s side and that of angels
and good and wise men? This will
be to us a virtue and a merit, how-
ever we may labor in vain. It will
count in the unseen.statistics for
“an eternal weight of glory’’ and re-
compense. Will the day come when
strangers will visit the few ruins left
of London, Paris, Vienna, Madrid,
Lisbon, St. Petersburg, and the third
Lome, as travellers now visit the
Egyptian, Assyrian, Greek, and Ro-
man ruins? This will depend upon
men’s attitude towards the Catholic
Church. Our Divine Lord came into
this world for a twofold object —
that of RRedemption and that of heal-
ing the human race of its moral dis-
eases. After His ascent into heaven
and the descent of the Holy Ghost,
the Church, instituted by Him, went
forth to continue His divine mission,
and has continued it without cessa-
tion to this present day, despite all

opposition.

"The annals of the Church and o!
her saints tell us of the multitude of
social works accomplished all ' o
the world, and in different ages, by
her and her children—works of

| their
| her.

should they return to the bosom of |
| the

ed, therefore, as already asserted, by
the Catholic Church, the embodiment
and focus of Christianity; and they
decline and perish in proportion to
apostacy and defection from
They will rise and be exaltéd,

Church of Christ, because she
possesses His prerogatites to bless
and to perfect. ‘‘They shall go from
virtue to virtue; the God of
shall be seen in Sion,”’
world. Without the help and guid-
ance of the Church, all human laws
and eflorts are powerless to heal
and reform society. For the Church
was instituted by our Divine Re-
deemer for that object. Do we not
see this with our own eyes? Have
these human laws checked,
any rate suppressed, the progress of
the evils we have spoken of? A
priest of the Church, supported by
the reigning government, would suc-
ceed better in representing vice than
a whole division of police; so that
the Holy Father, with his cardinals,
bishops, and priests, would com-
pletely heal society of its moral
wounds, if duly supported by the
temporal authorities. Then would
mankind find peace, prisons, asy-
lums, and workhouses would no
longer be overcrowded; progress in
the different branches of art, of
science, labor, commerlel etc., would
experience no manner of hindrance.
The Churh, whilst unchangeable fn
her internal principles, because these
are divine, has always accommodat-
ed herself to the needs, neccessitaties,
customs, and character of races, and
to the spirit of the time and place,
as far as possible, wherever her min-
istry has extended. The present cen-
tury announced itself as the era of
democracy and combination among
the masses. The Church in her wis-
dom, and by Divine inspiration and
guidance (for our Lord clearly pro-
mised to be with her till the end of

time), is already following and co-
operating with this modern movVe-
ment. Hence our pre-eminent Supe-

rior, the Vicar of Christ, has mark-
ed out our path of conduct in his
Encyclicals, comprising all the dis-
puted points and completely cover-
ing the ground under consideration.
In other words, he has directed us
—the children of the Church to com-
bine among ourselves. Have we
obeyed His injunctions? Sections—
the nuclee, it is hoped, of great so-
cieties — have been formed here and

there, but the Pope’s council re-
mains, in the main, a dead letter
in many places, and this for no

good and yalid reason, but through
indolence, apathy, routine, ground-
Jess fear, inertia, and even through
sulpable ignoranee of the importance
of founding such clubs, sodalities,
and associations, and to the detri-
ment of the Church and her charac-
ter and reputation for pressing the
claims of the poor and struggling
workers in all ages and countrfes.
Sadder still, some of these inchoate
and nascent sections have ceased to
exist, or are on the point of disap-
pearing, for want of suitable per-
sons to manage them, or through
the need of centres to infuse into
them fresh life and vigor, and to give
moral support to their infantine ex-
ertions, especially in difficult mo-
ments of dismay and depression.
From all this it is evident that we
Catholics in this land ate behind
several other portions of the Church
'in the matter of social combination.
I whll not say that we are less  in-
telllmt than others, but it seems
nll our talents are exclusively 4

gods l
and in the |

or, at,

all over the land to form a well-ar-
ranged army for our defence, and
for common action in all good
works affecting the Church and the
community at l-rga

The Holy Father has distinctly de-
clared that the priests at the pre-
sent day and hour must come out of
their sacristies for social work or
the masses will perish.
sense they are to be their “‘brother’s
keepers.”” And, I may add, that the
laity, too, must come out of their
arm-chairs and join their priests in

the masses and of society. To re-
main indifferent in presence of the
many evils afflicting the human race
is, assuredly, outrageous, inhuman,
un-Christian—the reverse of
able. And, remember, our greatest
commandment in  the quality of
Christians, is, after the love of God,
that of cur neighqor. Our Divine
Master, with His own sacred lips,
has told us this truth, and we can-
not gainsay it except at our peril.
What a terrible account have those
selfish individuals to render to Him;
the Christians who hide their selfish-
ness and apathy under the pretext of
having other duties to perform, and
thus refrain from giving their assist-
ance to their priests and brethren. I
wish such delinquents would affix a
printed copy in a prominent position
on the walls of their houses or offices
of our Lord:s discourse on the Mount
and make it the subject of their
| daily meditation and examination of
‘ conscience.

[

How many young ladies
and gentlemen, after leaving
their schools and colleges,
live selfish and aimless lives
in our midst? A good
many of them attend the re-
ligious  services regularly,
and subscribe occasionally
some pecuniary assistance to
the Church, and towards the
cause of various good works,
but they will not personally
lift a finger, or stir a foot,
to assist the priests of their
missions, either
pride, or

respective
through indolence,
some gross misconception of

the ideal of true Catholicl-
ty. %
s P %
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What an amount of good those
useless persons deprive the Church
and their brethren of? It is time

that, in our colleges and schools a
special course of sociology  were
taught as a preparatory training for
our children in the duties of our
modern social life, instead of squan-
dering the time in teaching useless
accomplishments, adapted but for
“shining”’ in society. We do mnot
object to ‘“‘polish’’ in itself, so that
we secure ‘“‘with the flash of the gem
its solidity, too,”” and a zeal that'
will induce them to unite with vet-\
erans and elders in good works, when
they begin their career in the world.
They should be taught the nature of
the principal social questions, and
how to deal with them as they arise.
They should be impressed, especially,
with the importance of taking due
padt in these same social questions,
and of devoting their talents, en-
ergies, and a portion of their
wealth to these purposes. The work
of the conversion of England will be
carried out not so much by contro-
versy as by taking part in social
questions—the problems of the age.
Our Catholic young ladies at school
must understand that, once in the
world, they will encounter thousands
of their sex awaiting their religious,
moral, and social assistance, and
that, should they neglect their mis-
sion in° this respect, they are un-
doubtedly disgracing the  Catholic
Church, so glorious for her eminent
good works, and that their educa-
tion will prove a melancholy failure
in these our critical times.

Summing up all that has been
said, I do not hesitate to affirm
that, if we wish to save society from
total ruin, if we wish to contribute
our share of social work to the mis-
sionary programme of the Church in
this country—following her initiative
in other lands—and would close the
mouths of the Church’s enemies, de-
nouncing hor as a degrading, en-
slaving, ‘and’ priestly institution; if
we desire to check, at least to some
extent, the progress of the numerous:
evils which are the scourge of mod-
ern aocloty-e g the need os protec-

In a double |

the noble work of the salvatjon of ;

charit-

tion for numberless persons oppress- ‘

version of England and to
justly-lamented “leakage,” we
boldly come out into the grand l::t
ena of the world and stand ahm::
our priests, Bishops, and the Hol:
Father—the ministry of our Lord f
and work zealously, fight coura, o
ously, suffer patiently with them :;d
beside them.
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p-N the 7th inst. the remaing
\ /of Mary Martin, o native of
ﬂ’ | Sultin, County Tyrone, were

/la.id to rest in the grave-
({‘ yard at Carrickmore. Father
Donnelly, who officiated at her fu-
neral, in the course of his remarks
'said:-—“Mrs. Mary Martin was h‘;r
|far the oldest woman in this parish,
She was born in 1787, putting- up
the grand total of 115 years. "Tis
given to few, even in Carrickmore
where the people are so lung-lm-ll:
to live so long a life; to fewer is
| given the full and perfect use of all
| their senses as the deceased possess-
lea down till her last breath. "Ty
incorrect, in a sense, to call yoyu
who have borne her corpse here .ln
day strangers, but most of you are
so many generations after her that
you and she may be truly said to
have lived in ages far between. All
her early companions are long since

re

fled, most of them about 40 jyears
ago, when the oldest of you here
present were being only born. Mrs,
Martin’s ancestors, like all our an-

cectors, were robbed of richer lands
long ago and banished to tke bare
mountains of Tyrone, but (iod, who
blessed the mountains as well as the
plains, makes all things evenin this
life or in the next, so that evea here
wa need not wonder if good health,
long life, and a strong faith T the
privileged heritage of the descend-
anis of a wronged ancestry. he de-
ceaserd was not only the oldest, but
also one of the most pious women of

the parish  That portion of herlife
whkich we know and her death were
de'igchtful to tell of. Nothing Lut
God ir ber heart and God on her
1ips, she died in peace, as s1e 'ived
in peacs, after a life which we may
welt erv". Mrs. Martin was purely
I:sh--JIrish in blood, withoul mix-
tur: of Dane or Briton. Although
living long enough to learn ard
know ‘‘Peurla,” she never fried to
master it, but spoke always her

she was an
this re-

own tongue, in which
adsapt. Let us to-day lay
marka'iie woman alongside the other

quiet pecple who have gonme hciore
her They and she will be fasing
toward: the east, where the stn

rises, where the Son of Justice shone
for the Redemption of mankind,
where all who will then be living as
well as all who will be dead will see
Him come; but He will be seen
everywhere, ‘‘For as lightning com-
oth out of the east and appareth
even into the west, so shall also the
coming of the Son of Man be.”
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32 N unusual tribute of respect
was paia to the memory Of

Rev. Martin Carroll, the
) Brooklyn priest who dned from

loved ‘of Brooklyn
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1t was that portio
where the long blue-g
proken by rich, gently
pefore they join the
and dreary mountains
was early June. Nat
earth right royally
r‘eig-n;—thick clover ir
jush grass on the slo
jeafiness in the woods.

Through this world
turnpike threads its 3
way; in the opposite ¢
a wide stream. Near
and river meet, stands
its walls grey and w
its roof moss-covered.

On this June mornin
sitting on the granary
feet was a pile of yell
sunlight, ~which fell
small window, lay upo
and, as she looked on
hali-closed eyelids, it
o little the gold of w!
thinking.

Down the road move
covered wagon, drawn
horse. Some tin pans
piled in the frout of
caught the plenteous s
threw back a flood of ]

On one of the hills w
sheep. Along the sumn
rail fence, was a path,
row of young walnut
their grateful shadows.
a boy, playing a flute.
on the back of his he
{ace thus left exposed,
in outline, coloring and
The eves, a shade betwe
brown, were set in wh
its clearness; but far b
physical beauty was the
looked out from the
people feared that Mar
would never amount to
world,—for as far back .
inhabitants of Glen Mar
member the Andrews we
less race—yet they love
in their hearts lived th
he would make somethir
opportunities. These wer
He had fortunately (so
it, while the young hea
the love it had missed)
ther, be.nre that parer
time to mismanage awa
nant of the family estat
ther had followed the ht
in a year, and boy and
placed under the care of
ried maternal aunt, who
ability was acknowledge
now be well-off when
wmanhood. His wealth h
crease by a wise marria
Hustrious application of
That those talents woul
into politics they secretl:
‘was always the ambition
Ve of the Glen to have
ably represented in pub
The boy’s musical inecli)
<oncerted and displeased
his aunt, acting on the
would have deprived him
te quietly but firmly reft
with it. Being a wise w

4id not attempt to enfor
thority, for that first res
‘ter a deeper insight into
ter. Though its woof ml
ant, she saw the warp w
would do what he wishet
lite, and  vhe good wom
that he might choose
tight. When within soun
‘ears, Mark, played human
‘off in the fields, with onl:
‘beasts  for his  audia.
'sfrains, which had first s
eelves in his soul would
the reed-like instrument.
Vayed now while the ped
on crept over the white r

“ihe mill where the girl s

‘@ kind fairy godmother w
“the corn into gold. As 1
‘moved across his line of
‘music lost its meditative
unrest that lives in all s
"o breathe itself upon the
in this expressed longing
other, wider sphere of exi
something high, heroic.
he took the flute from be
lips, and, as his eyes fol
Wagon, he said, half-alout
“Some day I will g0 a
fiere to do good in the ¥
The girl, sitting on th
floor, had Wttle in commc

Doy playing his flute on



