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1. THE FARMER'S ADVOCATE is published on the first and
fifteenth of each month.

[t is impartial and independent of all cliques or parties, handsomely
illustrated with original engravings, and If’urnishes the most
profitable, practical and reliable information for farmers, dairy-
men, gardeners, and stockmen, of any publication in Canada.

2. TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION.—In Canada, United States,
Fngland, Ireland and Scotland, $: per year in advance.

All other countries, 8s.

s. ADVERTISING RATES—Single insertion, 20 cents per line,
agate. Contract rates furnished on application.

4- THE ADVOCATE is sent to subscribers until an explicit order is
received for its discontinuance. All payments of arrearages
must be paid as required by law.

s. THE LAW IS, that all subscribers to newspapers are held
responsible until all arrearages are paid and their paper ordered
to be discontinued.

6. REMITTANCES should be made direct to this office, either by
Money Order or Registered Letter, which will be at our risk.
When made otherwise we will not be responsible.

7. THE DATE ON YOUR LABEL shows to what time your sub-
scription is paid.

8. ANONYMOUS communications will receive no attention.

9« LETTERS intended for publication should be written on one side
of the paper only.

0. WE INVITE FARMERS to write us on an agricultural topic.
We are always pleased to receive practicararticles. For such
as we consider valuable we will pay ten cents per inch printed
matter. Criticisms of Articles, Suggestions How to Improve
the ADVOCATE, Descriptions of New Grains, Roots or Vegetables
not generally known, Particulars of Experiments Tried, or
Improved Methods of Cultivation, are each and all welcome.
Contributions sent us must not be furnished other apers until
after they have appeared in our columns. Rejecte{Fmatber will
be returned on receipt of postage.

s1. ALL COMMUNICATIONS in reference to any matter connected
with this paper should be addressed as below, and not to any
individual connected with the paper.

Address—THE FARMER'S ADVOCATE, o
THE WILLIAM WELD COMPANY (LmMrTED),
LoNDON, CANADA.

nearer the Orient than other ports, will play an
important part in the future development of
Canadian-Asiatic trade. The construction of this
great road during the next five years will prove a
very great stimulus to agriculture, and all the
leading industries of the Dominion, the capabili-
ties and resources of which are now understood
and appreciated as they were not when our first

great continental line, the C.P.R. was projected.

Newspaper Postage.

Parliament, a couple of years ago, reimposed
postage upon Canadian newspapers at the rate of
half a cent per pound, but owing to political ex-
igencies attached a vexatious and absurd 20-mile
free zone. At the present session the act has
been amended, reducing the rate to one-auarter
cent per pound on papers circulating within g
radius of 300 miles. Now it is apparent that
papers that can command an extensive circulation
outside of the 300-mile zone must have superio
merit, and are of more importance to the country

than those of o more restricted circulation. The

Proposed change discriminates against the
“TFarmer's Advocaie much, if not more, than
any other paper in Canada, the greater propor-
tion of ite cirealation heine outside the 800-mile
limit. In view of the work which the “Farmer’s
Advocate ”” has done on behalfl of agriculture dur
ing the past 37 vears, this discrimination is un
fair and discouraging This view of the case
was presented during the discussion in the TTonee
of Commons h Messrs, T Cargill, MP.. 17 0
Smith, M.I’., and othore, vho  called atiention
especially to th KOS Y PSS rondorod 10

live-stock and oth ; ! { of the
country by this ' v ITon. S
Mackenzie Bowell n ‘ 1Ton
R. W. Scott, who ; | \ n the
Senate, intimated thut ooun to
what was expected in 1 1d m"\\h
ably be taken off altoge meantinu
the bill went through wit! rone ot
tachment. What we have i« <impl
that all papers be charged a u rate

The Grand Trunk Pacific Proposition.

BY .. M'CATG, M. A, ALBERTA.

Independent. of the general commercial, indus-
trial and national interests involved in the ques-
tion of the building of the Crand Trunk Pacific
line, now formally and explicitly placed before the
country in the speech of the Premier beiore Par-
liament, the subject is one of intense interest to
the Western section of the Dominion.

It must be conceded that even allowing for the
exigencies arising from being the leader of a
party, under an explicit party system, the speech
of Sir Wilfrid Laurier commends itself to Cana-
dians as a fine exposition of a proposition of
enlightened public policy. The freedom from de-
pendence on United States for bonding privileges
has not come too soon, and is a well-timed ex-
pression of the dignity that is ours as a nation
of considerable attainment, and of larger promise
and potentiality. 'The part that has already been
played by railways in promoting national unity
and interdependence and interknitting of interests
has been of great importance. The present
undertaking promises to be not less so, bhut

rather more. The line is of a continental char-

acter, to a greater extent than the line existing
at present, and the building of a second trans-
continental line will open an equally large and
productive area with the East, and will intro-
duce an element of competition in the carrying
trade that will reduce it to the lowest possible
basis of profit, and will free the country from the
feeling, right or wrong, that it is being oppressed
by a large corporation enjoying a 'nonopoly. It
may be, perhaps, maintained with considerable
truth. that the new line will not open up a coun-
try equal in productivity with the present more
southerly ling, but on the other hand the higher
latitude of the new line will mean a shortening of
the route of international traffic,and we expect that
the new line will be helped to thrive and survive
by its securing a much larger part of the trade of
Furope and the Orient than will be enjoved by
the existing line.

The weakness of the Opposition in asserting
that either the Hudson’s Bay route or the Great
T.akes and St. l.awrence is the one destined to
become the transcontinental route, s more than
evident from the plain necessity of traffic in the
former case being limited to four months in the
vear, and in the latter to about six. These routes
mean economy in transportation when thev arve
open, but the necessity and desirability of having
at all times a direct route for continuous freight
traffic all the year round is not met in the in-
stitution of a Hudson’s Bay route or the exist-
ence of the St. lawrence system.

The contrast of cost of the C.P.R. and pro-
posed CGrand Trunk Pacific is rather startling
However, while the cost of the C.P.R. to {he
country may shoew verv large in comparison with
the estimated cost of the proposed line, it is but
just to say that the (C.P.R. was a pioneer line
that had its traffic to create, while the demand
for the new line and the business of it is alreadyv
in existence, and is a result of the development
resulting from the former line, so that it is not
surprising there should be condiderable difference
in the sacrifice the country has to make 40 secure
{hese lines.

To the West, particularly, the new line will be
a hoon. Present transportation facilities have
proved already wholly inadequate to the needs of
the country, and it is claimed that cost has heen
inordinately high. We cannot wholly aoree with
all that has been said of the C.P.R What s
more than apparent is that the congestion does
not promise to be less in the future than at pres-
ent, for by the time the new line is comnlete the
demand for transcontinental arteries of trade will
he proportionately much greater for the roadsz in
existence then than the demand in the carrvine
capacity of the C. TN, now The class of heavy
traffic that is the suhject of trade between {1he
Provinces, such as wheat, lumber and cattle. will
necessitate in the end half a dozen lines af railwas
across the continent. The smallness of the e
portion of productive land now under cultivation
compared to the whole productive area adincont

to the present line, together with the hew areac
opened un ) the new line by the ever increasing
influx o sration, means that the demand 7o
transport v facilities will inerease proporiion
ttely at vl faster rate than the Tacilities
The trm ion aquestion is not finallv <olved
by th and will he a live <ubiect oo
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HORSES.

Diseases of the Digestive Organs of
Horses.
(Continued.)

SPASMODIC COLIC.—This is a contraction of
portions of the muscular coats of the intestines,
usually of the small intestine. In many cases
the muscular fibers of the neck of the bladder are
imvolved. The disease is due' to improper food,
sudden changes of diet, exhaustion from over-
work, particularly if associated with long fasting.
A drink of cold water may cause colic, especially
if the animal be exhausted by a long journey, or
several hours’ hard work, or be excessively warm.
Some horses are particularly predisposed to colicky
pains, such as those in which there are concre-
tions of different kinds in the intestines, abscesses
in the mesentery, parasites in the intestines, ul-
cers in the stomach or intestines, cancer or
chronic thickening of the intestinal walls: also
horses that have congenitally weak digestive
powers, or disease of the digestive glands. While
simple spasmodic colic is of itself a comparative-
ly unimportant disease, which readily yields to
treatment in most cases, at the same time fatal
cases have occurred, the horse dying from ex-
haustion, and a post-mortem revealing no lesions
or chronic disease of the digestive tract, the only
abnormal conditions being a rigid contraction of
small portions of the small intestine. Repeated
attacks of colicky pains occurring in a horse with-
out apparent cause indicate some structural
change in the digestive organs, in many cases
the presence of concretions or tumors in the in-
testines. If such be present and are movable,
we are justified in assuming that they occasional-
ly, by changing their position, occlude the canal,
and thereby check the backward passage of the
injesta or feecal matter, check peristaltic motion,
and thereby cause pain. In such cases the vio-
lent movements of the animal are likely to dis-
lodge the obstruction, reopen the canal, and, con-
sequently, relieve pain. In cases of this kind
it is probable an attack will not so quickly end,
and the case does not yield to treatment, after
several hours inflammation  of the intestines re-
sults, which causes death. A post-mortem will
reveal the presence of a calculus, or a tumor. The
presence of tumors is more frequently found in
aged grey horses than in those of dark colors ;
the tumors being melanotic which occur only in
grey or cream-colored animals. In such cases,
of course, we can merely suspect the presence of
these obstructions, as the attacks may be due to
weak digestive powers. In the latter case they
may be prevented by tonics and careful feeding,
but in the former practically nothing can be
done to prevent the attacks, and all that can be
done is to treat the cases as they occur. A horse
that is predisposed to colic from any cause, is a
very undesirable animal, as sooner or later it is
probable an attack will prove fatal. Some horses
are attacked with colic if allowed water shortly
after a meal; others if given a change of food;

*others after being fed on certain kinds of food,

etc. When such a tendency to attacks is noticed,
they can usually be averted by exercising care to
not subject the horse to the conditions that cause
the disease.

SYMPTOMS. — The symptoms

. of spasmodic
colic

usually appear suddenly, and are very vio-
lent and alarming. The horse suddenly expresses
pnin by pawing, kicking at his abdomen, throw-
ing himself violently down, rolling and strug-
gling, jumping suddenly to his feet: probably re-
peating these actions, and in other cases shaking
himself and becoming quite easy, and commen-
cing to eat as though nothing was wrong. After
a short interval, however, the pains recur, some-
times in an aggravated, occasionally in a modified,
form This may occur again and again, the
periods of ease and pain being of various dura-
tion, until the animal is relieved by treatment
Oor spontaneous cure, or the disease terminates in
enteritis  and the animal dies As has been
stated, in rare cases death results quickly from
exhaustion At the commencement of the at-
l{|(‘k there is often noticed the frequent evacua-
Il_nn of fweces in small quantities, which may he
cither hard or soft, and there is often noticed the
frequent passage of urine in small quantities. In
other cases there is noticed frequent but ineffec-
tual attenipts to urinate. This svmptom indi-
cates that the neck of the bladder is involved in
the contractions. and as a consequence urine can-
not escape This leads the uninitiated to con-
thude t_lmr the horse is suffering from some dis-

fase of the urinary organs. T might mention

idea is very popular, as every vet
ractitioner knows The owner concludes

that there is an ohstruction in “the urinarv pas
dresand proceeds to remove it by administering
' dose of sweet spirits of nitre: as a matter of
he canld not easily select a hetter drug. but

e hot act as he supposes The drug is an

astiodic. and acts quickly :
L | [S & 18 13

: 1S relieved the animal will urinate
bl show no further pain. How often
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