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" . his time in wandering about on lone 
sea shores, up crowded Broadway, in 
workshops watching the 
talking to 
passing on the ferry-boats at Brook­
lyn, observing everywhere, and think 
ing out the philosophy which 
finally to be voiced in “ leaves of 
Grass. "

head covered with an immense slouch 
black or light felt hat, he would walk

a naturally majestic And 
stride, a massive model of ease and 
independence. I hardly think his style 

of dress in those days was eccentric; 
he was very antagonistic to all show 
or sham, and 1 fancy he merely at­
tired himself in

•' All >es onward and outward, not fa- 
collapses,
die is different frommen and about with 

them, passing and re- what
supposed, and luckier '

r, Life, then, should be a vigorous 
important thing, and, for the sake 
of the race, mothers and fathers 
should be perfect, and bring up 
feet children

mm
was

T 1U.0 what was handy,
In 1848 ,he took a long trip through clean, economical and comfortable.” 

the Western and Southern States, as 
far as New Orleans, and in 1855, 

leaves of Grass ” appeared—a thin 
volume, with, for frontispiece, a pic­
ture of Walt himself in shirt-sleeves, 
with a slouch hat tipped to one 
side, his arms akimbo.

per
Whitman is, therefore, 

He wouldSuch a man might have made an ? ° eUgenica’
ideal soldier, but, like Tolstof Wh* “f T Th' TvS im‘iv.i^al,sm, the 
man believed all war was wrong He i f °f a health and the outdoor

s?ss sirzssTziss
r-TiM
mg and two years of anxious, fever- iy down, culminating in a \oZ ly he IS, to, teach lessons that people are

The unusual tack of illness and final I v m e,r, t overlooking ; literature is a great
orn. of the poem, its defiance of all of paralyses, in 1873 At the close L°rCe ,n thelworld- and through it 

tenets of rhyme and poetical beauty, of the war he was given a Govern h® tr’ r,‘nhz,; his purpose in the 
as popularly accepted (the » barbaric ment position, but was dismissedTv ”re ’ th« emancipation, perhaps, of 
ya7’i , upo"whlch Whitman really the Secretary of State who disarf- others He would make them ” bold 
prided himself), its untamed, unshorn proved of his writings sw,mmers. men who think and

apparently -unsettling ” o’Connor of Wash^to^T^Î y' comPlish’ proving their personality, 
things more than Emerson himself the cudgels in his behalf attacked instead of nlere automatons, “ virtu- 

while cutting loose alto the Secretary, and, by both oZ °UTS out of conformity or fear.” 
gether from the refined taste and and writing, urged his vindication f . 11 is bard to know where to atop, 
quiet polish of the master ’’—all the “ Good gray poet " As re in attempting to condense the philos- 

, . . down upon the 8ult, Whitman was given another .°phy of. any oriSinal thinker within
author s head a storm of ridicule and clerkship, which he held until strick- uh® COnbncs of a short article. 
i( M (< ”19 constantly-repeated en down, in 1873 haps here, as well as anywhere.

I, and " I, Walt Whitman,” were Those who are interested may go to
looked upon as intolerable egotism, Pbe remainder of his life was spent the works of the “ gray poet ” him- 
the critics missing the point alto- ln Camden, N. J., where one of his self; but we would advise those who

during the gether that Whitman, by his “ I,” brothers lived. He had never mar- have not already a broad experience
Annrf h of the last Placed himself in the shoes of the ried- and poverty now came to him, of literature and a deep insight into

ed the denu^cretiri^r'J18 ,he. WiSh' democratic American, the “ divine but hls last years were cheered by life, to suspend judgment until they 
had he wiKhe.i re lviduallsti •nor. average, the new superman of his tbe V|sits of troops of friends, among have studied, also, " A Study of
door very well onen?^!86't,”*18 ,the dl"eam:5 whom he would see supplant them many eminemt men from Walt Whitman,” by Symonds; - Walt
with th/«ïce, m ^ .drto hlm’ for, the old. Even the unfortunate fron- abroad, for his work had been ap- Whitman,” by Clarke •
Thoreen axceptlon of Emerson and Hspiece did not escape, but was Preciated more and earlier in France Bucke’s Biography
nml h mean exception, be it pointed to as proof positive that the Md England than in America 
h«ia o h WBS ,repeiled on aB aides, author was but a common poseur deed, his most enthusiastic 
Yet WaB8 WhUt gana1aDd a POS6Ur Before long, however drops of inK has ever been abroad

cb,*tF*v° ,ai; « arch 36thi ,8M
willing to wait it ,t ne was claimed. He is Democracy,”
to say. however, that'he'wHl^ever a^houKb pazzled. gave willing trib-

simply , reading
and he will continu" o beTs a^riAic TT' “Ut 1 d° not h*'16*6 tbak ïy^0 US first-so
has noted armreriate.i Ei.re thc sermons, so-called, that have b,md
-Miterary'few Î ^ bUt the been praacbed in this land, put to-

He was born at West Hills, Long i'ng^' ^ /°r preacb
Island, N. Y„ May 31st, 1819, on a P ' BurrouRhH. too,
farm which had been in the family 
since the early settlement, 
though the family moved to Brook 
lyn while he was yet but a child, the 
hills, and long sea-beaches, and vast 
outlook upon the Atlantic, of his 
birthplace were always interwoven 
with his sweetest dreams, and so the 
home of his childhood became 
- Paumanok ” of his poems, 
his life he continued to revisit Long 
Island, staying with friends, and ob­
taining the contrast, the other side 

the hurrying, surging 
humanity of great cities, which also 
he loved.

SB
but

The resultpH
mi ' ''

L ” -jg
ish work, expected.

'

Walt Whitman.
ac-

thought,
Little Trips Among- the 

Eminent. had done

* Walt Whitman.
Walt Whitman is, perhaps, the most 

unique figure in modern literature. 
Although a contemporary, he 
scarcely be said to have been 
the group of New England 
who found inspiration 
ionship in one another 
brilliant literary period 
century.

combined to call

Per-
can criticism, 

one of 
writers 

and compan-

Ü

.
- ’i

y .

;
and Dr. 

Otherwise, with 
In- ih® exception of that expressed in a 

follow- few magnificent passages, the poet’s 
He died philosophy may be lost, and the only 

impression left

■

-

•yIf
i!g;e one of disappoint- 

Whitman is a“ ft is permitted to us 
his taste 
brave sii

ment and disgust.
wisdom, but not his writer for maturity and for thought­

ful maturity, but even that 
times needs assistance and illumina- 

defects tion; fndeed, the tragedy of Whit- 
strongly as to nian s Bfe was that, although he pro- 

against the strength which c,a>med himself the poet of the people 
underlies, for Whitman in many re- a^ 'arRe> the people have never cared 
spects was ahead of his time—and for him 

His endless enumerations 
there is objection to be 

as " The most b's uncalled-for

and, to doubt

y,” a biographer 
t is fierhaps true that, 
Whitman, his

or three 
are dis-

hasà some-
written, andE

fc aside from him,
;

i
fc.

They preferred the cul- 
Longfellow, 

bound ’ Whittier.

$r *■ ' ■ *. ,

m
Luredours, 

us ;
the * snow- 

Whitman is still
m was an

early champion, and Emerson him­
self hailed the book 
extraordinary piece of wit and 
dom that America 
tributed.”

t ire
taken

of foreign 1 16 popt °f a literary class—the last 
thing that he aimed at.”

It may be interesting to inhabit­
ants of Western Ontario to know 

Whit- that Whitman once visited Dr. Bucke 
Whit- at I'Ondon, and that there are still 

or two in that city who 
her seeing him at that time.

use
wis- words and exclamations ; in certain 

has yet con- °* 'is poems the rawness and bare- 
I le also wrote Whitman ness of his descriptions

revolt.

and al

m.El- may
But beneath all lies 

, the [)oet of Democracy, 
man the optimist. 
divine in

even: a letter, in which he said, 
you joy of your 
thought.

" 1 Rive 
bravefree:

manand
I have great joy in it.” 

Ibis letter Whitman’s publishers per­
suaded him to have placed in the pref­
ace , and afterwards, to Emerson’s 
extreme annoyance, it was 
moved

isr He bel ieves the 
everything and in

one remem-

fir exerythe man, hence :m All
“ I give the sign of democracy Bits from Whitman
all cannot" haveCCere n0thing W’hich Whnt <io you think ba” become of the 
Of nj 1 h the,r counterpart young and old men ? 
of on the same terms.” And what do you think has become

of the

as
not re

' when additions had
made to which he could not but take 
exception.

I of life, from
As a matter of fact, 

wore made to 
Edition after 

edition was issued, according as the 
poet had means to pay for the print­
ing, each elaborated and increased in 
volume.

a"

SU
extensionsmany

Leaves of Grass.” '•'he universe he looks 
changing.

;> women and children ?
upon as fluid,

. e\er improving, and going _,e-v aro a• 've and well somewhere,
m to some grand end in which each Phe smallest 

individual soul shall realize itself 
1 hrough what seems evil the 

1'rials and

In Brooklyn the lad attended pub­
lic school, but at thirteen entered a 
printing office, and remained there 
for a few years. At seventeen he 
was teaching school and beginning to 
write articles for the papers, and in 
1839 he became publisher and editor 
of a little pa[>er of his own at Hunt­
ingdon, which existed for about 
two years.

At the end of that time he entered 
upon a time of ” loafing and in vit 
ing his soul.” as he called it—a time 
of apparent idleness and shift less 
ness which puzzled his friends. For 
fifteen years he did just enough work 
at writing, carpentering, printing 
anyt hing, in fact. that he could find 
to do— to keep him in food and 
clothes, spending the greater part of

V sprout shows there is
really no death. 

And if ever there 
•ife, and does not 
to arrest it.

And ceased the

m
I was. it led forward 

wait at the end
soulgrows strong 

Implies strengthen it 
body, also, the 
life is

When t ho great catas-
Through the 

in this 
with

broke out, 
Whitman was much criticized for not 
going into the fighting ranks 
a man of 
ni firent physiq 
used to attract

war

soul, which 
indissolubly united 

is developed, hence the body 
every part of it 
be revered

moment life appeared, 

outward—noth
He wasHi

■ Iv -

it. All goes onward and 
ing collapses,

And to die is different from what 
anyone supposed, and luckier.

superb health and mag 
11 is appearance and

is sacred, and should
as sacred.

ue.
great attention from 

passengers when he came on board 
the fem boat.” a friend who knew 
him well has

I he Life, then,
most count of the health 
ami the

should .take 
of the bodv 
soul growth of the 

not really make a 
• make the true 

namely, to earn for 
h mind what adheres, 

and is 
Hf'ath is

writ t vn “ Ho 
with

was 
t ha

Ivichas do 1 play not here marches for victors 
only I play threat marches for 
conquered and slain persons.

»ou heard that it was good to 
Rain the day ?

say it is good to fall—battles 
are lost
which they

quite six fee! 
frame of a 
gray beard 
on bis tin -ad

m height. 
glad la t or, 

mingled with the

man rich I willa (lowing

—

P<v,‘m « T rich» 
!h<- hn.t\ and 
:i ml

hairs
slight h bared chest 

RKdered checked
Havegoes ba­in his well I 

sleeve
xi a

T" ’i by de,11 I, " 
trequ-entlx feared hut t, 

his fine

not drop 
not to lie 

upon as an 
sphere

shirt
w 111

pushed into
t rousers I also

1 he looked 
a broader in their: Î. same spirit in

re won
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