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Little Trips Among the
Eminent.

Walt Whitman.
‘ Walt Whitman is, perhaps, the most
| unique figure in modern literature.
Although a contemporary, he can
scarcely be said to have been one of
the group of New England writers
who found inspiration and compan-
ionship in one another during the

combined

criticism.
e I,vl ﬂ.nd

sea-shores, up crowded Broadway, in

volume, with, for frontispiece, a pic-

slouch
side, his arms akimbo.

The resuit was not, perhaps, what

form: of the poem, its defiance of all

as popularly accepted (the ‘‘ barbaric
yawp,”” upon which Whitman really
prided himself), its untamed, unshorn

gether from
quiet polish of ‘‘ the master ''—all

author’s head a storm of ridicule and
looked upon as intolerable egotism,

the critics missing the point
gether that Whitman, by his **1.*

in wandering about on lone head covered with an immense slouch

black or light felt hat, he would walk

“ All goes onward and outward, noth
ing collapses,

workshops watching the men and about with a naturally majestic And to die is different from what
talking to them, passing and re- stride, u massive model of ease and anyone supposed, and luckier '
passing on the ferry-boats at Brook- independence. I hardly think his style ,
lyn, observing everywhere, and think- of dress in those days was eccentric;  Life, then, should be a Vigorous,
ing out the philosophy which was he was very antagonistic to all show !mportant thing, and, for the sake
finally to be voiced in ‘“ Leaves of or sham, and I fancy he merely at- ©f the race, mothers and fathers
Grass.”’ tired himself in what was handy, ':h(;”l‘}’ ]';0 pcrle«;\si fm'l b_rm’fh“p fper—
. N : »»  fect children. litman is, therefore,
In 1848 he took a long tr][{ through clean, economical and comfortable. a pioneer of eugenics. Ho woul]
tr;“:_ :;\St}?::lp; i:;]r'ie:r;;um:;:; Si:laulasgsz;)s Such a man might have made an teach independence, individualism, the

ideal soldier, but, like Tolstoi, Whit-
man believed all war was wrong. He
would not go into the fighting ranks,
but he did enlist as volunteer nurse,
paying his own expenses, and spend-
ing his great strength so assiduously
in caring for sick and wounded sol-
diers that his health broke complete-
ly down, culminating in a long at-
tack of illness, and finally in a stroke
of paralysis, in 18783. At the close
of the war he was given a Govern-
ment position, but was dismissed by
the Secretary of State, who disap-
proved of his writings. Immediately,

love of all health and the outdoor
life, appreciation of nature, the deep
religious sense which may throw
aside shaimms and orthodoxies, but
clings to that which is fundamentally
hopeful and true. Ags for himself, he
.is to be the ‘‘ poet of Personality’’ :
he is to teach lessons that people are
overlooking ; literature is a great
force in the world, and through it
he is to realize his purpose in the
world, the emancipation, perhaps, of
others. He would make them ‘‘ bold
swiminers,”” men who think and ac-

of Grass '’ appeared—a thin

‘alt himself in shirt-sleeves,
hat tipped to one

after fifteen years of think-
wo years of anxious, fever-
, expected. The unusual

rhyme and poetical beauty,

’ complish, proving their personality,
thought, apparently ‘‘unsettling ' O’Connor, of Washington, took up instead of mere automatons, ‘‘ virtu-
things more than Emerson himself the cudgels in his behalf, attacked ous out of conformity or fear."’
had done, while cutting loose alto- the Secretary, and, by both speech

It is hard to know where to stop,
in attempting to condense the pPhilos-
ophy of any original thinker within
the contines of a short article. Per-
haps here, as well as anywhere.
Those who are interested may go to
the works of the ‘“ gray poet '’ him-
self; but we would advise those who
have not already a broad experience

the refined taste and

and writing, urged his vindication of
the ‘“ Good gray poet.” As a re-
sult, Whitman was given another
clerkship, which he held until strick-
en down, in 1873.

The remainder of his life was spent
in Camden, N. J., where one of his
brothers lived He had never mar-

to call down upon the

His constantly-repeated
‘“1I, Walt Whitman,’’ were

alto-

! e . A . i y > hi of literature and a deep insight into
f brilliant literary period of the last placed himself in the shoes of the ried, and poverty now came to him, \if. suspend iud ; t g“ th
i . i p ' B but his last years were cheered by life, to suspend judgment unti ey
| century. Apart he ran, as he wish- democratic American, the divine he visi ¢ : have studied, also, ‘“ A Study of
¢ | ed, the democratic individualist; nor, average,’’ the new superman of his the Visits o troops of friends, among Walt Whi by S Is: * Walt
i - . C ’ ) them many eminemt men from alt Whitman,” by Symonds; L
: had he wished otherwise, was the dreams whom he would see supplant broad. for kit K h Whitman,”” by Clarke - and Dr
i door very well opened to him, for, the old. KEven the unfortunate fron- &°road, for his wor .&d .beaxl ap- Bucke's ]'1~ aph ()t,h . it.ﬁ
Tk with the exception of Emersoy, and tispiece did not escape, but was Preciated more and earlier in France ucke's Biography. erwise, w
¢ N ) : ‘ i ) i i - the exception of that expressed in a
Thoreau (no mean exception, be it pointed to as proof positive that the &pd E"F’“‘“" than in :.'\me.rlc&. In fow I ifi ) P h t’
Sl . noted), he was repelled on all sides, author was but a common poseur deed, his most enthusiastic follow ow magnificent passages, the poet’s
] held up 1 i ) ) ing has ever been abroad. He died Philosophy may be lost, and the only
“ X e up as a vulgarian and a poseur. Before long, however, drops of March 26th, 1892 impression left one of disappoint-
. Yet Walt Whitman has not been balm began to fall. Thoreau ex- B : o ment and disgust. Whitman is a
« - wholly without admirers—and he was claimed, ‘‘ He is Democracy,”” and, (It is permitted to us to doubt writer for maturity and for thought-
willing to wait. It is safe enough although puzzled, gave willing trib- his tast_o - V‘:fS(]“”]'. but not his ful maturity, but even that some-
to sa, however 5 i . . e PR o - brave sincerity, a biographer has : Ch ) o .
Y, however, that he will never ute There are two or three p grar times needs assistance and illumina-
be universally approved. Popular pieces in the book which are dis- Written, and i\t is perhaps true that, tion. Indeed, the tragedy of Whit-
5 taste, ever conservative, will turn agreeable, to say the least, simply I .reatlmg Whitman, his  defects nmn'.q life uaqythnt d]thmi h he pro-
: aside from him, as it has turned, sensual. But I do not believe that Strike us first—so strongly as to p]ﬂ,,Y;(.(g h‘”“gp‘lf'th).)('(\[ of ihe ople
and he will continue to be, as a critic all the sermons, so-called, that have Plind against the strength which &t lne ve t)];,",(,‘, :f(frh)a/w, neverpcearedl
has noted, appreciated by but the been preached in this land, put to- underlies, for Whitman in TAny Te e on mf ' "Thp‘r oreferred. the cul-
‘““ literary few.”’ gether, are equal to it for preach spects was ahead of his time—and tured “.] 1rfA]|t~\ " t‘l . ‘ SNOwW-
He was born at West Hills, Long ing.' Burroughs, too, was an ©Urs- His endless enunierations tire h(],.,em]’ \‘;/)p?ru(j@;'w' Wh’it]n‘mn i;nstill
Island, N. Y., May 31st, 1819, on a early champion, and Emerson him- YS: there is obiection to be taken the poet of a lit.or ry cllass—fth‘e last
farm which had been in the family self hailed the book as ** The most 0 his uncalled-for use of foreign thi}nlr that he ain &1y £
since the early settlement, and al- extraordinary piece of wit and wig words and cx('lmnutmns; in certain “L t: | e atlme('_n . . -
; 1S ) 3 R N 7 A eres r =
though the family moved to Brock dom that America has vet con. ©f his poems the rawness and bare- ‘ln(qln(“f‘ \:‘vtm (r(;)lrzg . ntm k& N
lyn while he was yet but a child, the tributed.’ He also wrote Whitman DeS8 of his descriptions may even ;hall W)} it o “ f‘t”(? DO Bnok
hills, and long sea-beaches, and vast 4 letter, in which he said, I give revolt But beneath all lies Whit- it l' ’\il,mun (;n(;c;] \]Slhe r. U(t:'lei
8 ~ outlook upon the Atlantic, of his you joy of your free and brave Man, the poet of Democracy, Whit- 2 lon‘ ({n, '&n(th ap t ers are sti
birthplace were always interwoven thought. I have great joy in it."’ man the optimist He believes the "»:e (\»‘r). \\()h}n at hmty who remem-
: with his sweetest dreams, and so the This letter Whitman’s publishers per- ‘livine in everything and in every “°f S¢eing him at that time.
; 3 home of his childhood became the suaded him to have placed in the pref- ™Man, hence ———
‘“ Paumanok "’ of his poems. All ace; and afterwards, to Fmerson's “T wive the Siv f de ) Bits from Whitman.
his life he continued to revisit Long »xtreme annovance i ; TR K Sign of democracy, ) .
: g« me annoyance, it was not re By God, T will accept tE 3 What do you think has t f the
Island, staying with friends, and ob moved when additions had been o - accept nothing which el 1' ! as ‘)Qcome o
taining the contrast, the other side made to which he could not but take o yul(]ln‘n) ‘ 1aVe thmr' counterpart Andl \‘fnLt d,“‘ f)‘ men .? 7
of life, from the hurrying, surging exception. As a matter of fact B nf\tll}\l( e thlinl\h'.]l&iS bf;C(’m‘—’
] . R ) ) v . ) > women and children
humanity of great cities, which also many  extensions were made to I'he universe he looks upon as fluid, . :
he loved. ‘ Leaves of Grass.” Fdition after changing, ever improving, and going I'hey are alive and well somewhere,
In Brooklyn the lﬂf‘ attended pub edition was issued, according as the on to Some grand end in which each The smallest Sprout shows there is
1 lic school, but at thirteen entered a poet had means to pay for the print individual  soul shall realize 1t§e-lf really no death,
;. printing office, and remained there ing, each elaborated and increased in Through what seems evil the soul -"\""_‘f ever there was, it led forward
5 for a few years. At seventeen he volume. Erows strong Trials and catas. life, and does not wait at the end
was t,ca(‘hlng school and beginning to When the great war broke out, trophes strengthen it Through til(l to arrest it,
; write articles for th(-' papers, nnti ' Whitman was much criticized for not  body, also. the soul, which in thi; And ceased the moment life appeared
S g 1839 he became publisher and editor iny into the fichting ranks. Tle was life ig indissolubly united with it All goes onward and outward—noth
b of a little paper of his own at Hunt- . | un of “superb  health and mag- g developed.  hence the body uni ing collapses
i which existed for about fice n \ . y 6 e o i : h ( Hapses,
m[v.':don. nificent pl '*‘“]““ ‘ His f“"l" ”r”.““ every part of it is sacred. and should And to die ig different from what
two years. . nsed to attract preat atten ion from pHe revered  as sacred Life then anyone supposed ind lucki
At the end of that time he entered the passencers when he came on board  ghaonlg the most count f‘1h(' Iy I }y . S Ce e
. . . & g - o N C 0 2 '
upon a time of loafing and invit the ferry hoat n friend who knew  of the Loy nd the growth <“f 'l;l o
£ N LA s ] = » R 1 «d f1] L ) e
: ing his soul,”” as he called "4 f‘ tlm.“ fien - el has  written e was conl Riches do not really make » 1 Pay not here marches for victors
of apparent uilt‘nv‘.‘!ﬁ I\l‘l‘(] ;‘”“ ‘I“\ quite six feer an heicht with  the man el ‘T will make the 5T onlv—I play great marches for
: ness which pun.l(fd Fns friends i” frovme of \ ladiator a flowing  poem of priehs namely, to earn for conquered and slain persons.
& fifteen vears he did just enouch work ., 1, ard neled with the  hairs 1y, Dyt td the mind what adheres 1 ;
= X at writing. carpentering, printing on bhis hroad Sliehtlc hared  chest i sraes fo o "T‘i #1 adheres, lave vou heard that it was good to
3 4 VAN Tl arig( 1S O " ( OHIT » ‘ e
& anything, in fact. that he could find |, vell Tosmdored cheeked  shiry Pl biv g 0 'I; o L rop 1 gia The day 9
8 Yol db—tc keep him in food and glaey with f 1 EOUEeNtIN foared . boat 1. 1o 1 "‘_" ' 18 not to be T also say it g cood to fall—battles
& clothes, spending the greater part of ey Fani o \ P e e Ll ," wu) ¢d upon as an are lost in the same Bhirit n
9 & S ' ader <nhere which t hey e wiovn
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