
\* ii in,i iii 11! fai t, In s|ivnt some 
i tin»' will i ni h lo ut l i nigenputt oik. 
an,I '•■«•in' to Imif seen no trail' of 
• H uroiwhln- —« usually attributed to 
the- lirilliiii' tml il\s|H'|itiv old rhnp- 
M*li<it mill .ii'o-ll,' of hard work Tin- 
Tifklship l»'t iii'i'ii tlir two was hence­
forth pract • ni I v h I'lonu It was
.itrrl' t hr itr.irt mu m o|i|iositi's As 

' *ls »' *i« «
l«iml rinji-i 1 , \ , In i 'Inn'
•Intel n.iil in* furthest reach of ilk
■ n it thi-ari ,,f roinhli t . ( afly lv would 
fcia t »- e l*t ti-il ihe‘ notion that mon 
«-rut uittl of, to !►•' s,■ t fi'i-v, and It'd

• ri• I o i foi t li.-msi'h vs, and 
ill dm trine that t hey need 

I» w , * 11 uni vrnvil Thi'ii'
«il. ni y I Kind of union, how

• h iHlkul i ■ | oil till' lit hi'!
*t • ano i *.,-. kcr for truth

• »e hi« i «•! urn Iuiiitmhi vontmuvd
■ « ti o. ' ,i i,, 111 vu I ! \ for about

ai,,I Ik-vuii thv va riff ol
■ » * * t»« » h i Ii Im fol low vd during
» as •«' o' i, « in 11 \ v 11 iv

I lad ■\ Ins'll re
a

■o ikink
I eurf «■ •<
mil in

\nd \ ,'t i 
Thoreau it 
i mi t a I vd 11 m i 
Man 
into

■ ■a

lull■t
i nil

In thv liousv of Kmerson too. for 
two wars. lis v<i Thorvau, inxilvil 
thithvr to hoard and work w lion hu 
rhose, on vondition that hv should 
tvavh Kmvrson gardening and fruit- 
Clllt 111'»'. A wonderful pair, digging 
in thv garden thvri—l''.invrsoii with his 
fwt already 
Thorvau st ill at its

on t hv ladder of fame, 
foot. hut with 

thv lire o, thv gods alrvadi in him

kittle wonder. with so main 
men of minds about, that a clique 
should start; that it should he some­
what snwringly named by those with­
out and with some little appropriâte- 
ness— Transcendent alist that a
magazine, " The Dial." should lie 
launched that a mania for plain 
living and high thinking should lie a 
feature of the time and thv place.

There was started, too thv famous 
Saturday Flub in Huston, to which 
Kmerson went down regularly to meet. 
Longfellow liana. 1 height, and some 
of those mentioned aboie.

Mans as were Kmersons friends, 
howvsvr, and greatly as lie was ad­
mired. hv speaks l"rei|Uvntly of his in 
ability to come 
people 
opinion

really close to 
Ills dilïen n vs in religious 

kept him aloof from some,
for he nexer would argue things out. 
and so meet men on common ground 
tlf him. a popular preacher of the 
time said " Mr Kmvrson is one 
of the sweetest creatures Hod ex er 
made there is a screw loose in the 
machinery somewhere, set I cannot 
tell where it is. for 1 never heard it 
jar
dies, for if he went to hell the devil 
would not know what to do with 
hi m
religion of the New Testament than 
Unlit, hi s nss did of the principles of 

1 he I l«*lit en grammar

lie must go to Heaven when he

Hut he knows no more of the

People could not understand his at
1 hex

wanted settled, stated conclusions, in­
stead of this constant reaching out 
for more light, more truth.

titude of Constant inquiry.

Mot vox er, he was reserved. and
often lamented the fact ; there were 

femes, ” he said, hetween him and 
some oi Ins dearest friends. Some
people." he wrote in his journal, on
one occasion. " are horn public souls, 
mill 1 i \ e with all their doors open to 
t he st ci -et (lose beside them xx e
linil. in contrast, the lonely man. with 
all Ins doors shut, reticent, thought­
ful. shrinking from crowds, afraid to 
take hold of hands, thankful for the 
existence of the other, hut incapable 
ol sin h performa nee, wondering at its 
possibility ; full of thoughts, hut 

and silenced instantly b\ 
boisterous masters; and. though 

loxmg his race, discovering at last 
that he has no proper sympathy with 
pel sons. hut onlx 
mid aims.

pa ca l x /i'< I
1 liese

with their genius 
He is solitary because ho 

has soviet y in his thought and, when 
people come in. t hex drixe 
soviet x anil isolate him

a wax his 
Me would 

all be public men if we could afford
1 mil wholly private. such is the 

i ot ,m\ eonst i t ut i on
it

I leax'en
bet i ax vd me to a book and wrapped 

I ha x e tu i si>eiulme in a goxx n 
talent. i in will, a nil 
fur insights 
t o I .above inx 
\ t a not live tun, 

m i e ht tuci

a steady appetite 
in am or all direct ions 

man fold inniecilit les 
hv xx cot v t ha I \

a \ nkc of own 
vx VC\ pa r of w lints ' xx ,
si cancels and spoke 
pine inv. ,< .ssiliil ct \

bet ween 
lie met 

" porvu 
let XX I ! 11

of

men

I i oper I x ul Ills w 11 e s 
if i mg Inm nii mi ome 

lie planned 
for himself.

In 1 "• t I «•

* klui# ' i, 
Mil' b f

i X'nr
i It* « mini n
.*n*l Ins brilliant lx clever

Imt Insore t he idea 
ha* iarn.il out I dwalil dieil ol 

■ ‘dkNfr rl*at* Ai ! he ttinl Indies. Had 
• tl ii « if.ll.'i ullx lieliexed I ha t 

; • I* Hal,} might hnxi* had to take 
*1,»*. n I he gala\x of the 

• a* a* -.a I a le, 11

-, al krt" I *1 a ,lf * I

■ H' i«,iril« he bought the 
it*, to * I xilhige of <'uncord.

* k , i

X. . .«
%**"•

io In' Ins home foi 
lli'ie, in Irt.'l.*,.

. . ..I w ife. I he Miss 
n his lei Iers 
addresses as

m, * ■-» i «

b, lit.
. k.

.. I,.

Ii*,,, .,* hail plenty ulI I,.
• tv I ii the rear a gat 

|.,'h I. mlillg oil across a 
-I eti i « mi HI c i and the 
■ 111 i u • i, t ,, be si i

I I. . ! , ,1 I 11 list I Ii III s
, > , in, lo x el , it soil

* I - - , | - « a.............I I va a bou t
, i « in lui x e dl­

l' nu I hv i oun

- k

I

<1*1-

I , ,1 vs I "HUM
lieX lew

v h ii i el btig
home,
11 lends 

■ lax

VI I - .11
arc 

and
XX 11 1 I III X

one of tie least reiimneratixe men I 
ex ct" encountered

lhu ing his trip. Kmerson met Hen- 
Mill. I.andor. Wordsxvorth. 

l'nrly le. and many others 
It i< entertaining, at this present 
date, to read what he then wrote of 
them l o be sure, not one of these
is a mind of the wry first class; hut 
what the intercourse with each of 
them suggests is true of intercourse 
with better men—that they never till 
the ear. till the mind ; no, it is an 
idealized pot trait which* always we 
draw of th'iv, I pen an intelligent
man. xxhollx a stranger to their 
names, t hex would mu' e in conversa­
tion no ileep impression—none of a 
world tilling fume. "I hex would he 
remembered as sensible, well-read.

The com

t ham.
( ol ‘ridge

earnest men- not more 
fort ol meet ing men of genius, such 
a1* tin"-,, is that t hex talk sincerely. 
Ibex feel tlvmselxis to lie so rich 
that 1 hex ate allow the meanness of
pretension to knowledge which they 
hiixc not and ilex frankly tell you 
what puzzles them Hut t'arlxle.
I iirlxl, i* s,, amiabe that I luxe
him Of Tennyson. Kmerson sax s 

was contented with him at once 
t'arlxle thinks him the best man n 
Kngland to smoke a pine with, and 
used to see him much ; had a place 
m his little garden on the wall, where 
Tennyson's pipe was laid up.’’

Although I merson's lectures 
not in Hritain. draw a great, populat 
audience, a selevt few sec m to have 
attended them regularly. lie speaks 
of Hurry Cornwall, and l.yell, 
Kuril Morpeth, and the Huchess ,n 
Sutherland, us his auditors, anil of 
t'arlx le making ' loud Scottish Cove­
nanter grantings of laudation, or .it 
least of consideration. xx hen any­
thing strikes him. to the edify ing of 
the attentixe vicinity 
also, of Leigh Hunt, Arthur Help 
and I low land Hill

" I

did

ot

1 le speaks.
s

Irom Kngland lie went to Haris 
where ex ery one xx us wearing the rex 
lut ionary red, and profited by the 
little excu rsiiin

After his return to America. the
di x ing up ot all soucees ol income 
either by lectures or essais, during 
the great ijxil war threatened him 
with severe pecuniary straits for 
i ime. He had now a family, and lit 
liberal house-keeping, with his house
open to all comers, had prevented the 
lax ing 
The period 

xx rat hered.

away for a rainy Max 
was, hoxxexer. safelx

Regarding vins personality at this 
when at the height of his pow­

ers. the opinion of two illustrious 
people may he interesting

a \ ague nobleness and thorough 
sweetness about him. " wrote Harriet 
Martineau, “ which mow people to 
their \ erx depths, without their lie 
ing able to explain win The logicians 
haw an incessant triumph over him 
but their triumph is <>f no avail, lie 
conquers minds, as well as hearts 
xxherewr he goes and witnout con­
vincing anybody's reason of an\ one 
thing, exalts their reason, and makes 
their minds of more worth than they 
ex er xx ere before

• John Burroughs. who saw him when 
visiting AAest Point Academy with .t 
Hoard, sax> 
trailed to 
tile I a ri 11er 
AA hen. i in goi ng 
learned that l.mersnn w

k III

I i me

" There
ls

My attention was at
this eager, alert, impiisi 

t ook him t o lie1as
Ihome at night.

on that
Hoa i d ol 1 isit ors 
that I had seen him, and the thought
kept
met him next 
hall nexer forget his serene, unfbnch 
ig look "
In 1 si; 7

I at once

me from sleep."" Hurroughs 
da\ . ,in<I adds 1

Kmerson »,is ghosen orator 
a Kappa day at Cam- 

now as the foremost man of 
in New Kngland 

t he degree
II. M from Harvard, and in lstTH 
was incited to gi\e a course of uni­

on Phi Hit
bridge,
letters of his da\
In 1 Sfiti he rei'i'i x ed of

wrsity lectures at Cambridge, Mass 
In 1H7‘J his house was burned down 
He had been tailing in health, "and 
the worn aggravated the trouble 
Immediately his townsmen and ad 
miters collected a gift of Sl'J.ittXt, and 
pressed upon him another trip 
Kurope. He finally assented. and 
marks among the events on this tom 
a meeting with M Taine in Pari- 
hearing ltuskin lecture in London

ton\ at ut hi \ 
- "-aid

I ox. -d h in I 
11 neon xr i n islx 

miner ,,ml geslure 
hardd t , i ge
‘ In*, regard

grasp the thought or emotion of the 
ot her.

When Hawthorne died. Kmerson
wrote. " I thought him a greater man 
than anx of his words betray; there 
was still a great deal of work in 
him. and 1 hoped that he might 
day show a purer power." 
gretted that they had never " con­
quered a friendship."' yet confessed.

I nexer read his hooks with pieas-
Sur-

one 
He re­

lire ; they are too young." 
prised he might haw been had it 
biH'n foretold to him that one day. as 
a writer of pure literature, this man 
of moonshine should lie giwn by uni- 
x ersal accord the highest place of all 
A mericans.

tie .illr.nl t 
I I la i ions i

■ .................liter of 11
n i ii* i, t e , 11 I ii u i tig ol

I'o his 
I ! iplexs 

K11er\ 
im I 

A gas
H It XX i 11 O 1 î le se 1 t 11'd 

' t lie

I,.

I
... 1,1 I

M ,> va ret 
! h*..........

I lie 
I idler 

I 'ii rker.
r I. I 1 I list lull IS

•I
* X

k.

ith he­
ll 11 x met 
thex had 

en t x m i le tramp to a 
iiiii'i1 It appeals to have 

Puai .-inox ment yet Kmerson
II.-«t hoi ne nexer closely np 

. ,u h other As has been
nlerdespised the other's 

Xeith u' could quite

I , x ng
♦ *' nr ;iMi 

xi a 1 ki Hie

, 1*1

* h* X

and I-ox speak was the guest o: 
Dr. Hrown, and met "" Christoph. 
North " (Prof. AVilson), Lord Jelfr. x 
the artist Paxid Scott; Mrs. Combe 
daughter of the famous Sarah Sid 
dons; Sir Willimn Hamilton. Harriet 
Martineau,
Bunsen, llallam. Disraeli,
Fronde, Wilberforce, Dickens, Venn 
son, and maux others of that hnl 
liant period

r

AA ordsworth. MacCaulax . 
Clo-ugh.

De tjuineex he speaks of as 
\ erx gentle old man. speaking with 
tlie greatest deliberation and softness 
and so relined in speech and matin, r* 
as to make quite indillerent Ins 
tremely plain and poor dress " l a 
lx le xx as now

A

awful talkean
throwing " sneers and scoffs in ex erx 
ilireel ion. " \A onlsxx ort h he found 
" full o. talk on French news, hitter 
old K.nglishman he is; on Scotchmen 
whom he contemns; on Hihhon, xxlv. 
cannot write Knglish ; on Carl.x 1 
who is a pest to the Knglish tongue 
on Tvnnxson. whom he tliinks a right 
poetic genius, though with some at 
fevtalion " So much for Wordsworth 
oil his contemporaries ’

W-

ir"

mm-......

BE-

hut he had to tell her. gently, as was 
his wont, that this was impossible.

He wrote." hoxxexer, many letters, 
rare letters, ex en in that time of re­
markable letter-writing, and with pen 
in hand he could partly break down 
the harriers which he so detested.

1 or some time Margaret Fuller was 
edit or of The 1 >ial. 
succeeded her, then Theodore Parker, 
but before many years the little 
magazine gasped out its last breath, 
"lhe ordinary populace had no espe­
cial liking for the Transi endentalists. 
and a magazine cannot survixe xxith 
out subscription lists.

Kmerson

Kmerson now began to write books, 
while still continuing his lectures on 
almost ex ery subject under the sun- 
biography. literature, history, art. 
morals, politics and philosophy. In 
IS.'lti he published his " Nature, but 
in twelve x ears only 7>00 copies were 

The essay , however, met withsold.
the approval of Carly le, and in so far 
its author must have considered it a
t riumpli

Kmerson’s method of wording was 
to write every morning, giving the 
afternoon up to reading, entertaining 
friends, and meditation out upon the 
hills. lie was indeed no lollower of 
the thought of others, lint he read for 
the stimulus of suggestion. He be­
lieved that a writer or thinker must 
not be tied too much to books, yet 
he was impatient of the self-made 
men whose " originality tests on their 
ignorance. He would think along 
Ins own lines, but he would not he 
ignorant of the thoughts and accom­
plishments of others.

In !S."i7 he gave the Phi Beta Kap­
pa speech on the American Svhol- 

whivh Alt l.owell consideredat
an event without any former paral­

lel in our literary annals." and not 
long afterwards he gave the address 
to the Dixinitx students at lam 
bridge, Mass . for which he was so 
severely criticised 
tract, and took the criticism calmly 

Society has no bribe for me." he 
declared. " neither in politics, 
church, nor college, nor city." 
again
vulgar mistake of dreaming that I

11. did not tv

not 
And

Let me nev er fall into t he

am perseeutiil whenever 1 am contra 
dieted. ' He was. at this time, as 
a matter of fact, in advance of the 
ultra-Puritunical ideas of a time. As 
the years went on. thought advanced 
in his direct ion. and then the Unix 
sity which had regarded him askance

IT

made haste to do him honor
lit the same year. 1SB7, he incur 

red some more criticism for an ad
dress on slavery, which was scarcelx 
fervent enough to suit the prevailing 
sentiments of New Kngland. 
heartily endorsed, however, Lincoln's 
subsequent course.

AA hen the famous Brook Vann and 
Fruit lands experiments 
intended t

Ik

were made 
o he ideal communities of

co-operating and congenial souls he 
deilineil to have anything to do with 
them the initix iduality o: the ordi­
nary farmer appealed to him more
strunglx than this Halcxon Hall idea 
" AAhy
realize in hi-* daily labor." he 

his liigl, doctrine of self-trust •>

should not t he philosopher
say s.

I .et
him till the Iruitful earth under the 
clad sun. and write his thought 
the lace ol the ground xxith hoe

Let hi m t Ii ns bi-come t he 
tdlow of the poor, and show them h\ 
experiment that poverty need nut he. 
Let him show that labor need not 
enslave a man more than luxnrv that 
ia Imr may dwell 
farm is a poor place to get 
hy . in the common expectation 
he w ho goes t hit her

on
a ml

sj ade

with tbought A
a 11 x i n e 

lint
in a generous 

a man'sspirit, with l he intent to lead 
Hi", xx ill lind the (arm a prigier place 

must join xxith it simple diet and 
the annihilation hy ,me stroke of his 
will of t lie \\ hole 
for

He

nonsense ol 1 i \ ing 
He must take ideas, inhow

st Cad of cast oms. I le nuis! make t he 
more than meat, and see. as has 

that the intellee
t mi I w i u Id meet s man ex ery w here 

In 1st 111 he went, on invitation to
gill' a lecturing tour m Kreat Hritain 
K x ery w here.
with the greatest consideration 
'•I letters and members of the 

' hastened to <l() him honor 
he x isi I ed I arlx le,
I oiidon

1IOXX . Ill' was ri'1'eixed 
Men 

nohil 
A gain 

1 helsea 
heard Col.den. Bright

now at
1 le
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