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Our Annual Crop Report

N our next issue we intend
publishing  reliable infor-
mation relative to crop
conditions in all parts of the
Dominion. This will be pre-

pared from special reports from a
uumber of selected crop correspon
dents in the various provinces, and
will be as accurate as any informa-
tion obtainable under similar con-
ditions. Farmers will profit by a
careful reading of that issue.

A Plea for Canada

Our British correspondent, this
issue, touches upon a topic which,
though ‘more or less familiar to
every Canadian, will be found of
interest, as coming from a prom-
inent citizen of the Old Land, who
has given Canada and her resourc-
‘es a close study for nearly a quar-
ter of a century. The change ifi
the attitude of the British public
towards Canada is most gratify-
ing, though it has been a little
long in coming. But now that
the tide has turned, Canada is
bound to come to her own, cspeci-
ally when she has such sturdy re-
presentatives as our correspondent
is to make known her resources
and uphold her claims upon the
British public. Though not direct-
ly bearing upon practieal agricul-
ture, we gladly give space to this
eulogy of Canada and her resourc
.

A Semi-Government Trans-Conti-
nental Line

The decision of the Qttawa Gov-
ernment tp build the section of the
Grand Trank Pacific running from
Moncton to Winnipeg as a Govern-
ment road is the most important
announcement made in Canada
since the Canadian Pacific Railway

~was projected It is important

for several reasons. It insures the
operation of the road as a purely
Canadian enterprise it brings
freight and other charges under
Government control ; it does away
with all chances of monopoly and
keeps for the settler the valuable
lands along the route; and last,
but not least, it is a distinct step
in advance toward Government
ownership of public franchises and
public utilities

The plan in brief is this: The
Government will build the line from
Moncton, N.B., to Wingipey via
Quebec, and lease it to the Grand
Trunk Pacific for fifty ygars. The
first five yoars no rental will be
asked, for the second five years,
the company will pay the net sur-
plus of receipts over working ex-

, and for the remaining

years, 3 per cent. on the cost
% Other railway

of ‘construction.
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companies ‘are to be granted run-
ning rights over this gection. From
Winnipeg to the Pacific Coast
the Government will guarantee
the bonds, through the Prairie
sectfon up to $13,000 per mile
and through the Mountain settion,
which has been arbitrarily fixed
fat 500 miles, up to $30,000 per
mile. A majority of the directors
of the new company mwust be resi
dent in Canada, amd as far as pos
sible, all materigls for building the
road are to be of Canadian manu-
facture ‘

Such, in brief, is the outline of
this new trans<ontinental line,
which its promotors hope to have
ready for service in from three to
four years. It cannot be rushed
lorward too quickly, and it is be
hoped that during the bill's course
through Parliament nothing will be
done to prevent constructive work
from commencing t¥hs fall. With a
crop of over 108,000,000 bushels of
wheat in prospéct this season, and'
a probability of this quantity beiny
doubled in a few vears, there should
be no hesitancy on the part of the
Government or of the company
itself in getting this much needed
outlet to the West completed as
soon as possible. Another block-
ade or two like that of last fall
will serionsly hamper Western prb-
gress and development. ILet the
work begin at once and let it be
pushed forward with all the vige
and strefigth that a strong Gov
ernment and a powerful cotpora
tion can give to it.  Already a lot
of time has been spent in deciding

upon wavs and means, sl of which
medns a  loss to the Western
farmer

L
Radial Ratlways and the Farmer

The attempt of the Toronto
Street Railway to obtain, through
the Toronto and Hamilton clectric
road, in which it is interested, u
franchise from the Dominion Gov-
ernment that would give them in
time free access to the streets of
this city, shows the need of some
definite and permanent legisiution
governing the rights of companmes
to build roads and the rights of
municipalities to control franchiscs.
In our opinion all electric railway
legislation  should come through
the provincial parliament; the
members of which are much more
familiar ~ with local conditions
affecting the district interested than
are those at Ottawa.

But however this may be, it
would be interesting to know just

where the farmer stands amid
this turmoil of co: nies seeking
franchises and municipalities pre-

venting their being grafted. His
interests are being sacrificed in
this extended fight between cor-
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porations and city councils over
matters that are purely of “local

import, and it is time parliament
dealt with ’fh“ whole question in
a broad and generous spirit, look-
ing to the benefit of the public at
| vather than to the interests
of anv particular municipality or
vorporation. There must be a
way of doing this without jeopard-
izing the interests of any city or
town and retaining to the munici-
palities a reasonable and safe con-
trol over their franchises

Radial electric railways branch-
ing out twenty or thirty miles
into the country from the large

centres ol population would great-
v benefit the farmers within this
radius They would have cheap~
er transportation, a better service
and quicker access to the markets
and business centres of the coun-

try.  As it is these constant bick-
erings  over  obtaining franchises
are preventing progress and keep-

ing in the background many of our
most  populous farming districts.
et our legislators rise up to the
occasion and  grapple with this
question in a way that\will give
permanency and incentive'to more
radial railway building in Canada.

Yellow vs. White-legged Fqowl

In our"poultry department this
issue appears some matter hear
ing  upon the value of vellow-
legged chickens in  the British
market In The Farming World
of Mav 1st last appeared an ar-
ticle from a {orrespondent who
signed himself ** Ad Unquem," in
which  he characterized the «ry
against the yellow-legged oird as

merely a myth, and instituted by
unscrupulous dealers in order to
keep down the price of this clgss
of fowls Upon receipt of thHis
communication we wrote our Iing-
lish market correspondent, asking
lim to look into the matter. His
reply is published in this issue, and
it is to the effect that the highest
prices are paid on the London
market for white-legged fowl. 1In
this issue also, Mr. F, C. 1lare,
chief of the Poultry Division, Ot-
tawa, replies to ""Ad Unquem'' and
gtates that the cry in this country
dgainst yellow-legged chickens does
not come from any authoritative
source.

In this position the
stands and we
nearer a solution of the
than we were when the discussion

question

began. That there is a special
market and a special price for
white-legged and  whitefleshed

fowl in England is undoubtedly
true. We had a short chat the
other day with Mr. E. T. Brown,
head of the poultry departwgent,
Reading College, England, who is
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