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THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD, AND FELLOW-
SHIP WITH CHRIST.

(Sequel to ** Alliances and Confederations.”)

When we examine the word of God as to the
nature and character of true Christian knowledge
and of our fellowship with Christ, one is astonished
to see upon what it is based, and by what means it is
to be held and maintained. Even this feeling is
deepened as we inquire further, what must be its
wonderful subjects, and when, or how, to be ac-
complished and realized by us, in the light where
God dwells. Nor must we forget the fact that this
knowledge and fellowship come in upon the proved
insufficiency of that mode of intercourse, which
nevertheless shone out brightly in one and another
with whom God walked upon the earth, before the
flood and since, and to whom He gave testimony
that they pleased Him,

Whatever the grace and the goodness were on
God’s part, in such intimacies with the patriarchs,
or afterwards with the prophets and kings and the
nation of Israel, still, the ruin and the groaning of
creation were so identified with sin and death on
man’s side as to offer no fit materials for real fel-
lowship with God, either in the righteousness of
His ways, or, much less, in the holiness of His own
nature.

Besides all this, there fay things in the mind of
God which creation and the creature could not
bring to light, so that another ground for lasting
and true communion with Himself was wanted for
their display. This has been formed, in the wis-
dom of God, by sending forth His beloved Son into
the world, and by an accomplished redemption
through the cross of Christ (available tor everyone,
but only really known and enjoyed by those who




