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but an act of worship to God. They were not then 
instructing the shepherds, or even formally ad* 
dressing themselves to them; but breathing out 
the rapture in which their own spirits were held in 
thoughts of the One that had been then born. And 
so their attitude in the sepulchre. When Mary 
appeare, they have, it is true, a word of sympathy 
for her; but there they were in the sepulchre be* 
fore she had come, and there they would have been 
though she had never come. As the cherubim in 
the tabernacle had hung over the ark and mercy* 
seat, on either side one, so now in the sepulchre the 
angels hang over the place where the body of Jesus 
had lain, one at the head and the other at the 
feet.

What ways cf seeing Jesus were these 1 As wo 
read, ‘ God was manifest in the flesh—seen of 
angels.’ Well may we, beloved, covet grace to 
have like utterances and like attitudes over Jesus. 
And well may we grieve over what in our hearts is 
short of this, great indeed as some of us know that 
to be. I believe that many of us need to be at* 
traded more than we are wont to be, by these 
things. Many of us have dwelt (if I may distin* 
guish such things by such terms) more in the light 
of the knowledge of the divine dispensations, than in 
the warmth of such mysteries as Bethlehem, the gar­
den, and the Mount of Olives, revealed to the en­
raptured angels. But in this we have been losers 
—losers in much of that communion which marked 
the path and the spirit of others in other days.
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