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OCTOBER 21.—“OUR STEWARDSHIP,”
Luke 12: 4240y

Home Reapivas

r gifts 100r 12 1420
#ilver Luke 10 12.2
Mark 12 4244

18 i1t and the Spirit

Matt. 6: 14 2 Cor, 8: 12

Fr (L 9. o of all. Exod, 85 410
Bat, Oct. 20, God's promise

Prov. 100 17; Matt. 10 40.42

THE DUTY OF THE HOUR
The obligation upon every believer is to
watch and be diligent in service (vs, 37.39)
The word ** watching " expresses not a mere
act, but a state of wakefulness and alertness
What the Saviour enjoins, says Glover, is
not curiosity, straining to be the first to see
the returning Master, but the wakefulness
that overlooks no duty, indulges no indolence,
The last thing that ‘would please u master
would be the dle curi ity which would
make the servants negleet their work to
stand outside the door gazing to eatch “
glimpse of his return. What the Master
desires is wakeful work.  We watch by being
on our guard against every temptation and
moral danger, and by being active and dili
ent in duty and service. And there must
r..-....«. ssation inour watching, A nt's
carelessness, an hour's sinful ind
might render useless all our former e

FAITHFULNESS AND ITS REWARD.

The right place for the servant to he found
when the Lord comes is doing as the Lovd
commands, whether the task be secular ¢
sacred. The servant is regarded as “faithful
use he does his Lord’s will, and rightly
% and opportunities entrusted
he is ““wise” becuuse he is
¥ one may earn the epithet
of “wise" if he is only ** faithful ” to God
and duty. A single hearteddevotion to Christ
is the parent of insight into duty, and the
best guide to conduct ; and w hoever sceks to
be true to his Lord in the use of his gifts
and possessions will not lack prudence to
guide him in the practical aflairs of 1i
Such faithfulness and wisdom find their
motive and stimulus in that watchfulness
and diligence which work as ever under the
eye of the rewarding Master and Lord, and
a8 keeping in view his coming ; and renderine
an account to him

THE FATE OF THE NFAITHFUL SERVANT,

The unfaithful servant is the ne who
knew what he ought to do and refused to do
it—who knew h
not—who was

ware that his Lord would
return unexpectedly, and yet prepared not
to have himself in readiness and the work
entrusted to him performed.  He was care
sly, wilfully, sinfully negligent, and was
erving of the condemmation of his Master,
and the punishment which he inflicted
Many to-duy are precisely in this position
they know they ought to serve the L d, but
they do not ; “they have knowledge of the
bible as to their duty to God and man, hut
they deliberately set it aside : they have
earnest and intelligent instruction in divine
things, but they do not bring their lives and
conduct into harmony with the instruction
received.  Surely these unfaithful servants
tshall he beaten with 1y stripes.” Tt
cannot be otherwise.  Knowledge of truth
unlived shall form a scourge that shall whip
the guilty soul that has spurned and scorned
to do according to the ky win will of his
Lord.  May you he spared that fearful fate
}._\ taking heed, watehing and proving faith-
ul

FLASHLIGHTS

1. Christ is the rightful king of this
world, and to obey him is our reasonable
service

2. The attitude of sinners towards God is

We will not have this man to rule over us,

3. We must give an account of all that
God entrusts to our eare—material, mental
and spiritual

4. Faithfulness in lesser things prepares
us for the performance and possession of
greater things,

5. God rewards according to fidelity, and
not according to sph Faith, truth, love,
self-denial are as worthy in a hovel as in
a pulace ; in a factory as on a throne,

6. The “unfaithful servant” is condemned
out of his own mouth, His faultfinding with
Christians, his indifference to God's claims,
his ridiculing of sacred things, his dishon
omble business principles, will rise up to
condemn him.

7. Jesus came in his resurrection, in the
pentecostal gift of the Holy .~|l.u~|t. in judg
ment at the destruction of Jerusalem ; he
comes at each crisis of our lives, at each call
for us to enter the higher life, and at the
hour of death, He is coming at last to judge
the world and to reign over all the earth,

POINTS FOR THE PRESI

T,

Always make out your “Order of Service'
hefe mi to the meeting, including
hywns, scripture, testimony, papers or ad
dresses, and other exercises. It is not “
good plan to do this on **the spur of the
moment.” Even when you have the order
of the service written out, there will he room
for spontancous action.  Try this week a
comment exercise—all to appropriate verses
of scripture which they will repeat with
their own comments,  Have two npers or
addresses armanged for —one on *The faith
ful servant, and his reward " ; the other on
**The unfuithful servant and his ¢ demn-
ation

OCTOBER 28.—“DO NOT WORRY.
Matt, ¢ %
Home Reapixas,

Mon,, Oct. 22 The pace that kills
M 10; Luke 10: 40-42
hil, 45 6

Tues., Ot Peace o life-saver
Wed., Ot Sources of peace
hn 142 2 Rom, 8: 1.6
Thur., Oct What the world gives
Eecl 21 1115 Mate. 16; 24 20

Trust brings peac
Pet. 5;7; Heh. 13: 5.6
Sat Oct, 27, Reasonableness of oo nt Ps 10

Fri, Oct. 9

The Christian should not wors If he
does, he shows his lack of contid e in Gad,
and his attempt to cast all his care upon
himself. Wor Y is a habit that grows on
me and brings with it ever-ing ing un
rest and unhappiness. The teaching of J
8us a8 to this matter is, that we are to sec

Jirst the kingdom of God, make its princi

ples the guide of our live , accept the stim-
ulus which it brings to urge and help us to
our best endeavor, and then with confidence
in God, be content with the results

WORRY AND FORETHOUGHT,

We should distinguish between worry and
forethought. In Inst week's topic we had
the importance of attending to the duties
and claims of our stewardship, which cer-
tainly involve forethought as to the future
but not worry as to future events, “Take
no anxious thought " (revised version), does
to a wise view of what lies hefore
us and wise planning therefor, but it for-
bids anxious, restless, distrustful solicitude
about earthly things

ANNIETY REPROVED,

is taken from a word which
o cause pain, to torture.” It is the
torture of the mind under undue concern as
to future events,  Why should a Christian
who has committed himself and all he is,
and all he has into the eare of him the all.

KR, 190030

.
wise ane—why should he torture his 11,
a8 to things which he cannot know 1

could not prevent if he should know

Anriety is injurions to owrselves
o5 us unhappy, it confuses the mind
wds the perceptions ; it rries on
weakness of age ; it breaks us down ; it
nconsistent with the spirit of our bles..|
religion, and dishonoring to Christ our 8
iour.

2. It prevents success in life.—How i,
of the success of life depends upon s «
tented mind, a hopeful spirit, a confid,
trust in God! Worry saps these spriogs
and checks their wholesome flow, and rols
souls of these helpful and necessary
fluences,

B Ttis a sin against God.—Tt is a s n
of distrust. We take the hurden that .
has promised to bear and place it on
own shoulders.  We ignore his Father y
care and take things in our own

THE CURE FOR WORRY,

L. Kememher, that if Christians, you o
the children of God.  This relationship to oup
Heavenly Father implies temporal care and
provision and blessing, as well as spiritual
God cares for the birds of the air, and the
lilies of the field, and shall he not much
more care for you, his children by creation
and redemption /

¢ Render an wndivided sorvice

man can serve two masters.” If he does,
his mind is distracted, his servie hypocrit
cal, and his peace destroyed. Centre your
mind and service on the one Master, Jesus
Christ our Lovd,
Seek first the Kingdom of God, This
was the great theme of our Saviour's teach
ing—to the young, to his disciples, to the
multitude, to the world.  And when we seck
his kingdom first—first in point of time,
first in point of importance, first in point of
soul ambition—we  shall incorporate ity
spirit and principles, and the possession and
constant growth of this diviy kingdom in
us will include hoth our temporal and spirit
ual welfare,  Then we shall dwell on the
mountain top, with the mists and gloom of
the valley below us, and God’s love and pro-
vidence shall be ¢l and worry shall have
been dissolved by the beautiful sunlight of
the divine favor in which we dwell.

FLASHLIGHTS

L. Why we should not borrow trouble !
(1) Because it causes despondency that i1l
fits us for duty. (h) Because it has a ten
dency to make us overlook present blossing
() Because the present is sufficiently taxed
with trial. () Because it unfits us for mis
fortune when it actually does come. (1)
Because in its essence it is unbelief, (Ta
mage, )

It is not work that kills men, but
worry. It is not the revolution that destroys
the machinery, but the friction,

3. Worry is not only foolish but sinful
It puts God out of our life as if he were not ;
and we substitute our own wisdom and effort
by the promised help of the

4. ““leannot help worrying,” many say
1 was make s It is the business of o
follower of Christ in a hundred ways to
un-made himself and make himself over w th
Christ's help,

5. Seck first His kingdom, that is t)e
cure for worry—fill it minds with
thoughts of the Kingdom, The soldier in
battle does not worry for fear his tooth 1«
going to ach. He is thinking too much of
his Queen and country,

6. Yon may see the things of the Kin
dom; or think you are; but it will not
save you from worry unless you seek them

Sirst.

7. ** Al these things shall be added.” 1t

we get the Kingdom first we get with 1t
everything else that is worth baving, If we
seek those other things first we are likely 1o
Fail of them and of th
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