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;-vi«wed seen.ed to entertain the matter favorab^.when they understood that the Liverpool Syndicate was prepared to furnishthe necessary steamships, and I think ther« would be no difficulty bycon^mnginterest* of the Liverpool and London capitalist, in obtain ni allnece«ary capital to build the road, either in Lond^. or Berlin Iexp «„ed the ground work of the scheme by stating that we would obtam

of W "It"'
*'' *'"®° '' ^'""•'«'^^*' ^'^^"^^ -"d possibly a part

hidr '".nn r f*'"*
°^ '''"^•'^^'^ *"^ '^' North-West. That we

th« hT/ f Z T"" «^™'»«'"«'^*i°'^ ^^ almost a straight line betweenthe head of navigation of the Red River and the lower end of Lake Winni-
peg, passing through the greater part of Minnesota and Dakota on its routea comparatively small outlay is necessary to make this navigable for vessels'drawing 8 to 10 feet of water, and the cost of transporting Light would bemuch less than a similar distance on the lower lakes and the St. Lawrence
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The cost for ordinary freight from Winnipeg to the north end of LakeWinnipeg would be about $2.50 per ton. Grain could be carried in quantities
for from two to three cents per bushel, and if the trade warranted, from one
to one and one half cents per bushel. This would of course imply elevators

rf^i w " '^' ^'"^ °^ navigation on the Red River to the northend of Lake Winnipeg transport for grain should not cost more than from 3A
to 4 cents per bushel. There is a convention between the Canadian andAmencan Governments which admits of the transport of grain through either
countiy to an ocean port, free of duty. I mention this as I have seen it statedm the newspaper^ that the duty on American grain would prevent its passingover the projected route.
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(Sd.) 0. J. DRUMMOND.

I

I

1. George A. Bayne,

2. Civil Engineer,

3. Winnipeg.

I v.-^ instructed by the directors of the Nelson Valley Railway Compnny
to make an exploration survey of their proposed route from Winnipeg to the
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