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states. We hajc Itawin lo believe that the liability will ccaee, or at least decrea^bvery mu< h, when a large section of the country i/under cultivation
•'Ircn»ain,,Sir,
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"': STATEMENT OF MK. G. B.'SPEN<5E.

The following are notes ofan interview of Mr, G. B. Spence. Collectorof Customs at Winnipeg, Manitoba, with the Hon. J. H. pSpefMini^tJr of

tE'c^Tl^^
h>8 olhce,. on the 11th February, 1873. They are riren

*^fifoStobi
•-*'' "^'^ lespectmg the productions of the soil and climate

In ajoswer to a question from the Minister, Mr. Spepoe said he had^been m Mamtoba since the 22nd December. 1870.
i/jnw/«r.-^What time does spring begin there ?

^ Mr. Spetu:e.—ln J871 the spring opened about the 1st of AorU ThAnver 18 navigable about the 23rd of April; In 1872 the sprSg set kgroewhere about ten days later. The tir^t steamer went down early in.

Q What time do farmers sow wheat there?

M th«*ilK®L'Zi"iiP"^ ;?lL^*y'
.^''^™ *^°"*^ *^« the 15th or 20th Aprilto the loth or 20th May. The spring is shorter than it is here, and setsm. without any breaks. ' ^^

Q. What quantity of wheat do they raise to the acre ?

V /; J'^iy^'*^^®
<'«>n»tWrty to sixty.tbree bushels to the acre. Fortybushels IS the average.

*"»ij'

Q. What is the usual weight per bushel ?

^4. Sirty-twolbs. lAavebeen told by persons who have seen it
that wheat can be cultivated for forty years, continuously, without mauure

'

Q. What about oats and barley, and root crops ?
A .The barley sown there is vei y fine

; the oats not so good . Buck-wheat has never been tried. Root crops are ex»raordina?y. Cabbajteand cauliflower gro\* almost of their own accord . Cabbages crow to a'verv
large size. Potatoes and tm-nips are very fine, alio mangoldl. Suaar ha^
never been grown, but some parties think of trying it. Tomatoes ifthey were to have the same trout)le as in this country, would answer we'lkVery Uttle attention is paid to scientific farming. The grosses have not

,
been thoroughly attested; have seen small patches of timothy, whichwere vei^ good. The wdd grasses are very good for pasturage, There-

, are what arc called hay farms. e-*- ^"cio

Q. Do farmers house their cattle?
J. Hundreds of cattle are never housed, and they look fer betterthan thoaeiyou see come out of bams. .

,_ W' Is the climate equal to that of Minnesota ?

*^v. -*• ITieolimite is much the same. . .

^ ^. The soil?
' -U. Yes. The soil isbelieved to be better than th»t-of Minnesota. I

believe there is no country where the soil is equal to^ft.
^i W'hat t.iTTiA An thev lisufi.l!v rt^jf *y^ —-_:_. o i^_

A, At the latter pjvrt of July and beginning of Auguit. •

^. What time does winter set in?
A. Winter asually sets in about the first of December, sometimes a

iitUe earlier. The ^now lasts till the first of April; '
'''"^^""^^' *
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