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citint rule for tcacliing the Divine truth of any oral teaching:,

—of any written statements, even of Ilis own. lie estalh

lislies conolusively that no ('hureh gives authority to Scripture,

but that tlie Bible is tlie supreme judge as to the teaching of

any Church—that all tradition is subject to the written Word
—must 1)0 tried by it—received or rejected by it. And this

example of our Lord was followed carefully by His Apostlc.«.

We read (Acts xvii, '2.) how " Paul, as his manner was, went

in unto them, and three Sabbath days reasoned with them out

of the Scriptures." And in verse 11 the Spirit of God

record.s his approval of those who brought Apostolical tradition

to the test of Scripture :
" These were more noble than they

of Thessalouica, in that they received the word with all readi-

ness of mind and searched the Scriptures daily whether those

things were so." Can you desire a more picturesque descrip-

tion of the mode of teaching adopted by the Apostles, or one

that more effectually destroys the claims of tradition while

establishing the autliority of Scripture. Paul, with his com-

panions, enters a synagogue : he opens the roll of Moses and

the Prophets, he reads the promises concerning the Mighty

One who is to come—the pro{)het, like unto Moses—the

Priest of royal line, of the order of Melchisedeck—of the

house of David. He reads of his humiliation, sufferings,

sorrow, death—how his face was more marred than any man

—how ho bore the ini(^uities of his people—making his grave

with the wicked ami with the rich in his death Then he

would say, thus spcaketh Scripture concerning Messiah, and

here are we living witnesses that these things have met and

centred in the person of Jesus Christ. And when some

enquirer, filled with honest difficulty, would step forward and

take the roll and read out of Scripture tlio prophecies con-

cerning the kingly glory of Messiah, asking, how can you

reconcile tho.tiQ ,statomcnl:s with the particulars you have given

of the sufFjrings of Jesus? did the Apostle crush enquiry


