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m odSAir TO ooEAir.

Onoe biiilt, tibe diffiouïty of operatiag the ndliray in wintet
irill be foond juat whore oonstraction threatons io be most
4iffiealfr~the western «lopes of the two great moimtftia dMina
in Britiah ColumUA. "fixoept in theee looalitiet, ii will Um»
<m an ayeragé conaiderably less anoir thaa oziitiag nôlways
hâve to oontend with."
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Bf the time it is built, let tu trust that « popolatioa shaU
hâve entered our North-west sufficienUy large to ensnre enough
traffip to pay working expenses. The prospeet is good j but
should the prospect not be realiied, tiie Canada Padfio-irre-
epective of the cost ofconatruction--wouId be a whitèelejdiant
«f portentous dimen8i(|n8 to Oan^da. « The first oonstraotion
of a raaway through the int^rior of British Amerioa is even a
lésa formidable undertaking than that of keeping it aftérwards
open in the présent condition of the country." At présent the
Dominion has a popuktion of about 900 for every mile of nul-
way eonatructed, and that is fooiid to be anything but a paying
«verage. But on that basis, W Noith-west shonid hâve
•Npopuktion of one and i» half aiiUions by the time the Une
is openèd fr6m the Pacific to Lake Supeiior. Of couise the
safe poUcy would be, not to begin tfpiytruction from the Pacifie
Mie till » million of people had aotiMOly settled in the North-
west; and it is a question whether moré Uberal tenus might
not be offered to Btitish ColumbU thaa hav« yet been sug-
gested to obtaîn the deky. It oaanoft bethe tme interast of
any member of the body that the whdebody shonid suffer, and
even run the risk of destruction. This poKoy is ail the more
reason»ble in view «f tl^e fkot ahraady.indieated, that it has not
yet been found possible to détermine whether a southera, cen-
tral, or northem terminus on the Pacifie should be selected.
The respective metits and demerits of the beat central and
ouiflietàftttminiaronowknownî buttha northem terminna
"«rPort EiJffîipân:-.Hihflitb a ijbid «T^ diilc Ihwe^—is being
koqght to the front, and it migr y«fe be tha lkvoarit«k Bat^ in
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