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liflii't', presonl.- to his rciidiTs in cliaittrr I\vcl\c a vi>'\v of tliis iM.ntin-t

iis having been ulrcuil}- derided in hoavcii. IK' '.i>es an iuieient .-"iin

myth to sliow that on one side is Christ, ami on llie other, Satan in

I he form of a great drag'ii. War takes phiie in heaven. Satan is east

down to tile eartli. and from the hea\i'nly liosts is iieard a song of

rejoicing over Satan's defeat, hnt at the >anie time a eiv of wne and

warning heeauso he now turns to atlhet the t!hurch ou earth. In

chapter thirteeu the coutiict vu earth i.- revealed. Tlie dragon gives

iiis power to a heast rising from tiie sea. wlioin all the world admires

and worships, .\iiotlier beast rises from the land and is given all the

[tower of the first liea>t in order i" eiifiine this worshi(i. and all the

infamy and tyranny <d' ilie beasi> and liie dragon is persniiilied in a'

certain man whom tiny may ri'cogiuze by the mystic nimiber tiiiii.

The author evidently intends them to sec in lliese beasts the cult "f

emperor worship and the priesthood which enforced it, wliib ihc

wickedness and blasphemy of this nioveiiiciil would be ret(ii:iiized as

incarnated in reigning emperor.

lie immediately iiroceeds in chapter fourteen to gi\c tlieiii addi-

tional comfort and encouragement that in the impending eoiillict

thev may be faithful even unto death. There is lirst presented tt>

them a picture of the l.amb standing on .Mount Zion and with ilim an

iiidelinile nuni'iier of followers who are pure and undetiled, while on

the other hand is proclaimed the complete overthrow and di'struetion

of I{ome, ami all who yield to woislii|i the bca-t. IJoinc is tn be reaped

as ri])e grain with a sickle, or as grapes with a sharp knife. Just

before the seven howls are introduted iiy which thi- dc-triiclioii is

In lie accomplished, by way of contra.-t. th<' .>uircriiig saint.- are given

still another view of the glory of heaven which is rcpre.-ented as a .-ea

of glass mingli'd wiili lire, and of the idissful iriumph of those who

had come olT victorioii- in their contlid with the bea>t. These r-iiig

the song of -Moses and the Lainii "•(ireat and inarvcllous are thy

works. Oh, l..ord (iod. .\linight\. IJiglitcous and true arc Thy ways.

Thou King of .Ages.""

.\iid now coineth the actual judgment and overthrow of the

Knipirc and her blaspliemou> <'m|M'idr worship. Thi:- is represented

liv seven angels with seven liowl> from which (bid's wrath is poured

out. The imagery is that of the Kgv|)tian jdagues but in a ditTerent

order and form. Sores, blood, lire, heat and darkiie-s. and lastly

unclean spirits which bring all thoe ungodly jtowers together in a

war to destroy them. .\ great battle follows, a very .\rmageddon or

as we would say to-day. a veritable Waterloo. With the pouring out

of the seventh l>owl the judgment i> com|)lete(l, and the (Jreat City,

the Babylon of the West is fallen and given the cup of the wine of

tlu' fierceness of (Jod's wrath.

Ill chapters seventeen and eighteen the des( ription of this judg-

ment is repeated in a more definite and e\|)lanatory form, leaving no


