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ith their Germanaffectionate relations as wi

friends.

This admiration and friendship has not

blinded us to certain defects in the German

charactci , any more than has your friendship for

Americans closed your eyes to our defects.

The bad manners of Germans are proverbial,

not only among Americans, but all over the

world ; so much so that certain German writers,

admitting that Germans as a nation are ill-man-

nered, have sought to find in this fact an explana-

tion for the world-wide antagonism toward

Germany's policy in the war. I do not believe,

however, that, so far as American sentiment is

concerned, the.e is any considerable element of

truth in this explanation. It is true that we do

not like the lack of respect accorded to women by

the average German ; that the position of woman

in Germany seems to us anomalous in a nation

claiming a superior type of civilisation ; that

the bumptious attitude of the German m-

tellectual
" amuses or disgusts us ; and that the

insolence of your young officers who elbow us

off the sidewalks in your cities makes us long to

meet those individuals again outside the boun-

daries of Germany, where no military Govern-

ment, jealous of their
** honour," could protect

them from the thrashing they deserve. It is

al true that, at international congresses, excur-

sions and banquets, attended by both men and

women representatives of all nations, the Germans


