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Latt'ly tliiTf lius tt|i)M>ui'fil iirnuiul tlu' iirt'iia nf iHili'inirs a ti iKiroiii* a^'^rrcjiafioii

of clcricr* a^pirinj; to n'{)(italiiiii> and calling' tlu'nist'lvc-!, inciiilx i ^ of tin- " Sclii«>l

of llijiluT i'rititiHm.'" Tlu! " Sclux I " !,< toiii|M)!i('(l laiyt-lv of tlic pas'tors of

fashionablt' fhun-lu's, ami of university profossors without any lifiioniiiiational

alliliation or any <listiii(tivc trt'ttl. With their eus ojM-n anil witii full dfliln'r i.tion

they arc contriliutin;; tiicir cliHiucnci' ami learning! to tiic lit'stniction of all that

makes for the ]ierniuneihy of Chri-tianity. In !)'- jfreat fpeeeh, deliNered at

((\ford. Nov.. iKOt. Mr. Hisraeli. afterwards Lord lieaeonstiel.l. doe> not hesitate

to sti^rniatise the nicniliers of this sciiool ami tlieir views as enemies to < hristianity.

to the permanency of the British Umpire, to law ami order, .\fter dwellinj; on

the unrivalled extent of the Kmi)ire. the decay "f faith anion;; the Kn;.'lish massi's.

and tne attacks on tlie Hihic insidiously delivcri'd liy some within the Christian

camp, he continues: "Will these opinions (those of scicntilir Hililicnl criticism)

sucieed? Is there ii possihility of their success? My conviction is that they

will fail—for two reasons. In the first place, having; exaniined all their writin;;s,

I believe witliotit any exception, wiiether they consist of fascinatini: elo(|nence.

diversified learning', ami picturesipic sen ihility— I s])eak seriously what I feel—

and that. ton. exercised hy one honored in this university, and. whom to know is

to admire and re^raid (Itean Staidey): or whether you fimi them in tiie cruder

rcmelusions of ])rehites ( Hisho]) Colenso) wiio appear to have commenced their

tliiMilo^icil studies alter llicy have ^.'rasped the crozier. and who introduce to

society their obsolete discoveries with tile startliii;; wonder and frank in;;enioii-ne-s

of their own rava^res: or wliciher I rca ' the lucu'>r.' ion^ of iieiiulous professors,

who >cei.i in their style to have rcvi\ed diaos. and w,.o. if they could only succeed

ill obtaining: a perpetual study nf their writin^rs. \ luld .1:0 far to realize that

eternal ]>uni-hnient to which tlii'y ol)ject ; or lastly whether it be tlic ]iro\iiuial

arroirancc and tiie precijiitate scll'-coniplaceiicy wliicli Hasli and tlarc in an essav

or review. I tind that the common characteristic of their writin^rs is this—that

their learniii;: is always second hand."'*

.\t a time when a certain brand of infidelity liad become t'asliioliable, and
wa^ (li'ciiicd a mark of distinction in the Lomlon clubs. Disraeli fcarlcsslv cjial-

leiiired the intellectual saiieiic-- of society. With all the stren^rth and power of

his eloquence he contended that :

"" Whatever man may be biolo^ricallv or phvsio-

losrically he is something: more: and this son 'thin;: more, which transcends all

biolo;:ical and physiolo^rical scii^nre. i> the most es-i iitial and distinctive part of

his beinfr." "The scieiitifii- world."' writes Mr. Buckle, '"is now coniin;: around
fo l>israeli"s ojiinioii." The course of events. Mr. Buckle a<lds. lias lar^rely justified

the prediction spoken in lS(j|. that " The Teutonic rebellion a^rainst tlie Divine

tnitlis entrusted to the Semites" would ultimately meet witii the fate of ''the

( Vltic Insurrection of Voltaire and the Kiicyclo])edists." And he further adds
that tlie inability of science to take the place of reliirion is much more widely

admitted than it was in the days when Huxley and Tyndall Hourishcij. All of

which /roes to show that no matter how powerful or crusliin^r the forces of

materialism may be. in the end the moral and spiritual forces, which ;rive character

to a people, survive and triumph.

There was never a time in the history of Christianity when believers in

Revelation looked the enemies of the Su]>ernatural more steadily in the face than
to-day. Christianity stands now. as in the time of Julian, the Apostate, for

' " Thr Life r,f Tiriijiiniin T)imh,1i. Kari ul' i!.acuiislii-l.l." Vol. iV, p. ;i7i. The Mao-
niillan Co., New York, and I.onI Hoai'Diisfielil. .1. H. Fiimdc. p. 17."). Samson, L(inil(in.


