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world, and as may be hoped will in the end also be vain
before the German people. Notwithstanding all denials
on the part of the guilty, History has ahready pronounced
in favoiu: of the persecuted, despised and revUed author
otJ'aeeuse, and has inscribed on her iron tablets in inefface-
able letters the judgment

:

Germany and Austria are guilty of having con-
sciously and intentionally brought about the European
war.

As a result ofthe documentary evidence which I produced
in my book and in this supplementary work, this question
is, so far as I am concerned, disposed of, and I neither
intend, nor do I see any occasion, to return to it in the
near future.

Among the more astute people in Germany in all ranks
in society, from the highest diplomatists and ex-ambassa-
dors, down through professors and writers on international
law, merchants, manufacturers, "intellectuals" of all
kinds (who in part have found a meeting place in the
" Bund Neues Vaterland ") down to the Socialists on the
Left, out of whom the authorities endeavour to drive the
reco^tion of the truth by imprisonment and by pro-
ceedings for high treason, everywhwe, even among
Kreuzzeitung people like Schiemann and ZoArMnj^-writers
like Harden, it is coming more and more to be, not
merely recognised, but acknowledged (although the acknow-
ledffmoit under the influence of the censorship is concealed
and veiled) that the war is in reality not a defensive war
but a preventive war, or as I have expressed it in my
book :

" It is true that we were not attacked, but we would
have been attacked later on, at a time which, from a
military point of view, would have been more ^mfavourable
to us ; we therefore anticipated the attack at the moment
that was more favourable to us."

This confession that it is a preventive war represents
in itself a substantial gain for those of us whose diagnosis
is that it is an imperialistic war of conquest. It is a
half-way advance to our point of view. It involves a
confession that all the resonant phrases which were
used two and a half years ago to inspire the German


