
PREFACE

nnO know the truth concerning any g,«it event it isA necessary to know the atmosphere in which it took
place. Divorced from its native air it is changed out of
recogmtion and becomes a dead fact as compared with aIivmg reality.

,J!l* T" " T "'" " ^"* ^°' '^«»*"««« ^"'•n the
stnctly historical point of view ; but already we are in
process of forgetting the feelings which we experienced
dunng those early days of war, when the world was stiUnew to the game." These feelings are of vital im-
portance, and will remain so. It is certainly true, for
example, that a record of the emotions awakened by the
great days of the Marne and Aisne is essential to a true
co„cepti,„ of these days and to a proper understanding
ot their significance.

One of the chief objects of this volume is, therefore,
the realisation of some of these emotions as the author
himself experienced them, and as they were experienced

^ his friends. He has drawn very freely upon his
friends experiences, because one man, after all, sees only
an infinitesimal part of this "game of war." To these

hirthlnks''""''^*'^'^
*""* unacknowledged, he offers
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