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* o °^ ^,^^^PhoS' and of Ilia and MandanS in themyths of Romulus and Cyrus. In Diktys and Polv-

ith 1 7 )T ^'"* '^^^^;ons, again, of the powers ofhght aud of darkness Polydektes is. in fact. Polydeg-mon, or Hades, the darkness which swallows all thatcomes within its grasp; Diktys is the genial light which

of^w" i^' '"^'?J[
^^^*^.' ^"* '^' ^'ght is the brot^r

ot the darkness as the sun is the child of the night, andso Dikt.vs and Polydektes are brethren. So. aglin thenight IS the lover of the twilight or the dawi, fnd thus
Polydektes woos Danae as Paris wooed the Argive HelenOn her refusal to grant his prayer. Polydektes sendsPerseus away on a toilsome errand; but thi. errand isonly a reproduction of the conflict of Apollo with Pythonand of Indra with Vritra. Beginning his western journe;
Perseus (XXV.) reaches first the bri|ht Argive land andthere during the still hours of niiht he%eceives the
invincible weapons which are to carry him scathless

savTht .f
^'' ''^'''''- ^' '' ''^''^y necessary to

heroic fW^^ ""^^^T ^'! .*he heritage of all the solarheroes that t^y are found m the hands of Phoebus andHerakles. of (Edipus. Achilleus, Philoktetes. of SigurdRustem. Indra. Isfendiyar. of Telephos. MeleaSos
Theseus. Kadmos. Belleroph6n, and all other slayefs ofnoxious and fearful things. With the death of Medusathe hrst part of his labours comes to an end. The night
IS slam, and the sun rises into the serene regions of theupper air. the beautiful Hyperborean gardens, while the

Me'd„.?*'?H^'''f
^^''' ^^"^ *° ^^'"g« the death ofMedusa. Their chase is vam. Perseus has reached thebnght land where there is no storm or tumult the oeace-

ful home where Penelopa weaves her web ofev^enTng
clouds, to be undone again until their fairy forms a-seen once more in the morning (XXVI.) Here, however^he may not tarry; but. as with the Teutonic SigZ S
toil is now to bring with it its own reward. The good

'TT'^'tM ^"".u
^^y' *^" ^"^&°" Faf^i^' and Sigurd ?^nsBrynhild; the sword of Hermes smites the Libyan

monster, and Andromeda becomes the bride of PerseusBut here. too. the imagery of other tales is repeated and


