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The Conservation Commission
A body of men almosi as distingisked and

representative as the Hoiuse of LordsSOME years ago an aid farmer w'ho.in.lis middle life had got
a few jobs boring for ail and had therefore become impress-
ed with the marvellous potentialities of the earth, said to, the
writer: "Yes, sir, this-earth's gitt'n' bigger every minuté."

fie referred Ita the stars that were continually falling into the
earth, and ta the grass that grew upl and went back to the' land
again, and the trees that rotted into the earth's surface; in short
to a whole lot of things that looked to him like miracles. That
farmner hiad no idea of nierely physical laws. To him the worldwas an inexhausqtihie qtnreinliQ~,Ç -F~

rur sume ciays past tmis remarkaaNe body of men bas beeni
holding conferences la Ottawa. The gathering consists of cabinetministers, educationists, manufacturers, business men, financiers
and agriculturists, mining experts and lumber men. They are the
National Conservation Commission, which was appointed last
summner following the international conferenceon natural con-
servation at Washington.

To conserve natural resources bas' become a popular business
nowadays. Once we had illimaitable forests. They are going -
la many large areas, gane. Coal is wasted by millions of tons
every week because of waste in consiption added ta, wasteful
methods of mnining. Less than twenty-five per cent. of the heat
value la coal is converted into energy at the steam-chest. Minerais
have been wasted by bad methods of smnelting. Water powers
have been running riot; eispecially since the denudation of the
forests, leaving any thaw or heavy ramn to flood land aiid sweep
away power machinery; then la a dry time the stream runs so
low that there 16 no power left.

Years ago la Canada we had mIllions of buffalo. Scarcely
one is left. Maniy years the whole of the Canadian West was
practically a sealed book ta the average Canadian, because it was
still held as a fur preserve. Had we takeni hold of the count.ry
sooner we might have been producing three hundred millions oýf
wheat in a year from the west instead of a hundred millions.

Not so long ago a prominent railway magnate in Canada
said: "The best way ta conserve natural resources is to develop
theni." This from a railwaynian's point of view is good logic;
but it needs comparative analysis. ,Undoubtedly the best way ta
get the value of land ta the highest point of production is ta use
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