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~NA DA'S FIRST WARSHIPS
RainbOW descri6ed hy a Gazadian w/w visited Porsmouthz

By W. R. PLEWMAN

:anadian navy is taking shape. The deck just above the waterline whîch gives her class
ser Rainbow is hurrying to, Esquimault, its name. This deck is made convex so that an
cruiser Niobe arrives this week at hali- enemy's projectiles that mnay have pierced the bull,
andi plans are being completed for the will glance off without injuring a vital part. l'he

luisers and six torpedo destroyers sanc- deck runs the whole length of the ship and covers
he Canadian Parliament. The naval her magazines and engines. It serves the additional
either toast are now preparing a royal purpose of keeping the vessel afloat, if struck below
r lthe two warships, and from now on the waterline, being materially hclped in this object
of Canada can be relied on ta take an by the compartments mbt which the vessel's interior
ing interest in their new~ national is divided.
or whatever difference of opinion may When in Enigland last July the writer made the
fl about the advisability of the Domin- trip from London 10 Portsmouth with the express
ning a fleet, Canadians, equally with purpose of inspecting the Rainbow. A letter from
o-Saxons, are suscep -__________________________________________
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She was lanch in 1898 1 1,00) tons. Crew 677.

0.8. Rainbow leaving Portsmouth ilarbour on its long tri
Cape Horn Io IEsquimault.

Rear Admirai Kinigstmill enabled himi to pass througi
the Admniraity dockyard to the tidal basin wher'
thre Rainbow was secured. Earlier in the week sh
had becn turned over to the possession of the Cania
dian Goverrnment, Rows of submriines and] torped
boats were roped together ini the vicînity, and a
riglit angle to the Rainbow were the Barfleur an4
the Cenlturior, ber old comirades on the China sta
tion. Both of themi are more powerful than th
Niobe ' but they have been sold f or a niere soiig t
the junlk-dealer while the Rainbow, which rusticate
for four years at Mother Banik, a sort of Admiiralty'
homne for the aged, 'bas blossomied ont in a f ris
coat of paint as the first sbip of the Canadian nav3
Such arc the tricks of fortune.

Neither the Rainbow nor the Niobe could tak
lier place in the filhting line. F-ach belongs to
type which is practically obsolete. Modern nav~
sciecelC has discarded iinterinediatc types and dle
veloped the extremes-the all-big-gun ship, to figh
and the niultiple-turbined ship to scout and rui
SOme of the latest vessels are strong in botb de
Partments. The Rainbow i8 too~ slow t0 bc a scou

and too weak to be feared by aniythîiig more power-
fuI than a poacher. Nor 'cati the Niobe run or
face the tire of a battleshiîp. An 850 potund shot
fromn a xz-inch gun would pierce her as it would
a pack of cards. The warship now building in Eng-
land for New Zealand could whip a whole fleet of
Rainbows and Niobes before breakfast.

Political capital cannot easily he made out of
these facts. Circumstances alter cascs. New
Zealand and Australia fear the yellow peril and
are eager that Britain should make an immediate
and continued demonstration of force in the Pacific.
Canadla has no fears and is simiply pr-ovïiding for
contingencies that seem remorte and unreal. The
Rainbow and Niobe are flot intended for war service.
Both are to bc used as training ships, and the Ramn-
bow, will incidenitally render an important service
bry puuting a stpto the dtpredations of a host of
slippery American poachers that, equipped witli
wireless and powerful engines, have been laugbing
at the Dominion Government's slow fisbery cruiser
on the Pacifie seaboard. For the Rainbow is still
good for 18 or 19 knots, and her newly installed

wireless system will enable the
governiment stations along the
coast ta post her -as to the miove-
ments of the slipperv gentlemen
from Seattle, Once within a mile
or two of these ber two 6-înch
guns would compel subissîon.

The two warships are coming
ont with skeleton crews, composed
for the nîiost part of picked men
who volunteered from the naval
reserve, but somne expert men from
the active list were supplied to the
Caniadîin naval service, including
the champion gunner of the Bni-
tish navy. It ks hoped to soon
recruit the vessels up to their full
strengthi- neryseven hundred in
the casc of thti Nýiohe-and ta have
cnougb traîi-ed mien to mani the
warships that are te, be buiîlt, by
the time they are rcady to, go into
commission.

Tlhe twvo warships now in the
possession of Canada offer a

ag sihi P. iiovelty in being without grog
tb.Most of the crews chosen

are total abstainers. The officiers
of the Niobe have been presented
with a service of plate <by Lord
Strathcona, and H1alifax will pre-
sent the ship with a service worth
$,5oo. News items appearing in the
daily papers every few days îndi-
cate that the new navy will play
an important part in Canada's
national lufe.

The English Luggage
IT is reallY a touchinlg thing-tbe

veneration an Englishman bas
for bis îiugggo, A i tcw years
ago Rider agg;rd bring ini-
terý-viwe by a cr-owd of Canadian
repor)ters, by wbom he was car-
ralled in bis" roomi at tb.ý hotel. ail
reiady with pencil and pad ta hear
whiat lie had to sav about South
Africa. The nioveliSt was mute.

"No, I reaillyv can't say a word
till iv y ggaige arrives," he said.ý

p* ron ISay, Thiomas.," to bis attendantp araind -are those blessed trunks
antywhleme in this country ?"

"Aýh fTbanik hea-ven! Hiere they are"'-as into
" the roolil came tumbling a rampart of boxes. In-

c stanit relief! The novelist pounced lupon nt, open-
c d it to sec if everything w as aIl rigýht as he had

o packed it; thent be shut down the lid and with a
t smnile of conteuttinent sat on il ta give bis experi-
d ences to tht press.

- This attachmient of the mani ta bis luggage you
e find aIl over England. The Eniglishmian can't un-
o derstand the A\merican who lets bis trunks go by
d ont train while hie takes another, Scparatcd front
S the main bodv of bis luggage for days at a lime;
h in ail probability not having seen ont of bis truniks

since it was packed in 11is bedroorn.
When tht Englishiman hegins ta acquire the

eAmnerican's contempt for luggage he will begin to
a bc a different sort of traveller. At present this
al personal affection for a "box" is almost idyllic.

You set il espccially on Engl.sh railways and
in te baggage roosus where it seems to, be every

n ari for himnself in rounding up bis trunks-, eve my-
body quite unwiilling to trust a haggageman or

ta porter.


