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WILL THE FARMER BENEFIT?
Vien, of a Legisia for nbo Represents an Ontario Farm Constituency

By, C. J. THORNTON, M.P.
TNDIRECTLY the business of every class in theIcountry will be affected by reciprocity, but its

effect will be feit mnore'directly by the fariner than
any other class in the country, because of the duties
being entirely reinoved froin ail kinds of farra
produce. The comparatively Iow duties imposed by
Canada on the imports of farm products have had
the effect of steadying the market prices, and hence
there has flot been the fluctuation in prices that
otherwi se must and would follow if imports were
free. The effect was also to assure this splendid
homne market to the Canadian fariner, Prîces for
horses, cattle, hogs, sheep, butter, eggs, poultry,fruits of ail kinds, and indeed nearly ail kinds of
farin produce, have been very satisfactory.

From a careful investigation of the mass of evi-
dence available, the impartial seeker after truth is

Canadian buyer, which they without doubt will doif even only to, close up the Canadian packing-
houses. In that case Canadian packers will haveto either close up business or go into the Amnerican
combine. In either case our hog prices will then
be fixed on the United States Meat Trust, which
is not a pleasant outlook for the Canadian fariner,
But a comparison of prices shows that the Canadian
fariner has been getting better prices than the Ain-
enican. The following figures, which are absolutely
correct (proof of which can be furnished, if neces-
sary) are the prices the drovers have been paid bythe packers at the points named for the past fouryears, two of the principal hog mnarkets in the
United States and two in Canada:
Year. Buffalo. Chicago. Toronto. Hull.1907 ......... 6.67 6.10 6.94 7.02
1908 ......... 6.22 5.70 6.57 6.791909 ...... 7.92 7.35 8.06 8.55
1910 ......... 9 SR1 R Qf ota nCr

ýwestern trade, and the lumber camps of New On-
tario will be supplied froin Michigan and Wis-
consin. To offset this there will probably be some,
demand f rom New *York, but at lower prices f rom,
the way horses are now selling. Our horse-raisi'ng-
business under the reciprocityr proposition thus.
wilI flot Iikely be as profitable as at present.

Dairy Prices Compared
In connection with the dairy industry, by a coin-

parison of prices, it is found that milk cows are
worth more per head here than in the States ad-
joining us on the 'south, as the following prices
taken froin the saine authorities show:
Average price of milch cows in United

States........................... $35.79,
Average price of milch cows in Canada .. 43.00
Average price of milch cows in New York

State............ ................ 39.50ý
Average price of milch cows in Ontlario.. 48.00
H-ighest price in any State in Illinois . ..~. 42.80

It will thus be seeni that sales of milch cows-
average higher in Ontario than in any State of the
Union, and higher in Ontario than across the line
in New York State, and the Canadian average
price is $7.21 higher than in the United States.
The return also shows that the average price of
other cattle than milch cows is $19.41 in the United


