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in hie hande, leaving littie Jo. fe bly
gasping and spluttering through an inch
of sticky, semi-liquid transparency.
"W.hat in Hades is a. feller to do with
that now I" eaid Jo. idespeïr, He
looked appealingly at the two girls, but
foumd no inspiration i thefr liorror-
etricken faces. Ail at once bis eyes'fell
upon Fido. "Here, Fido, good dog,
here!" hie cried, piacing the child on the
floor with hie back to the wail. Fido
needcd no second invitation. "0Gee, but
that's slick!"' lie remarked, watching in
admIration the business-like methods of
Fido, but keeping one eye on the door
nevertheless.

A smli of burning meat called him
to the stove, and it was, while hie was
occupied there that his vif e entered un-
perceived, and Fido's yel of pain and
surpise as a. well.aime kick f romt a
pointed toe caught her un vares, was

thfiret intimation h.e had of hier
presence.

Catching up littie Jo. ahe. turned an
outraged countenance upon hier hu sband.
8h. said nothing, but hier look as she
slowly disappeared made him positiveiy
shiver. By the time eh. returned, after
a somewhat prolonged absence, a
elirunken pile of chips that had once
been steak, together with smre very
dlrty looking potatoes and a dicolored
liquid that was guiity of fais. pretences
iany honest tea pot, ver. ready upon

the table. Last, but not least, a freeli

pie replaced ite ill-fatcd predecessr-
one with a cover on.

Selina ate in silence, an inscrutable
expression upon her features, and the
meal was drawing to an end ere Joe
ventured te enquire, with a sheepish
prin, "how se had made ont ?" "Oh,
fine!" The terse and iaconic repiy vas
given in sucli galiing mimicry of lus own
haif-absent tones wlien too iazy to enter

into particulars that the grin swiftiy
faded from bis face, and ]bis attention
became concentrated upon his plate. At
the eariiest possible moment blis wife
Ieft the table and ivent out to the barn;
another pointed protest that was not
iost upon him. The children trooped out
after lier, leaving hini sitting in gloomy
reverie, from whichi lie did not arouse
lîimself until their returning footsteps
told him that his wife had set out to
work again.

Feeling, unaccoluntably tired and jaded,
lie slowly cieared awvay thîe dishes anid
proeeeded to wash iup. TIi. advantage
of hot water was at once apparent, and
had lie but knoîvn where to iay bands
iupon a clean dislh towel, ihie operation
iiight ]lave achieved a fair sucee.'. As
it was the resuilt vas, but inoderate.
The erockery sided up, lie began to pre-
pare for the churning.

This hiad always appeare(l sncbi a re-
dieiilousl 'y simple business that lie ap-
proaclîed it with conideiive. aliiîost with
elieerfiliess. HIe even whitIel a few
bars as lie piaced thle F in uthe
cenitre of the floor auj( briýIl set a
chair beside it. lu a few minute, every-

thing wau in readines. and serewing the
top firmly down, lie began to chura. &At
the end of what seemed a very long
twenty minutes he stopped, and un.
fastening the lid, looked iside. But
the moet -uearching scrutiny faiied tl>
deteet any change. Replaclng it with a

igh, he vent doggedly on. In a short
time he etopped again, irith the same
resuit. Anathernatiming churns in gen.
eral, and this one i -particular, he ap.
plied himmeif once" more to his ta;k.
Ini this monotonous way the gre ater part
of two hours went by and it was after
four o'clock and he wasi the act of
peeping into the churn for about the
flfty-ninth tirne when the sound of bug.
gy.wheeis arrested hie attention. Hur.
riedly rieing, he vent Outeide.; It was
the minister paying an aîternoon cal!
and Joe feit that it was i accordance
with hie Iuck that ho should have chosen
to-day for hie visit. However, he put a,
good face on matters, and expiaininig
that hie wife had been obliged to go out
for the day, invited hlm to enter.

"So you're ail alone in charge of the
house. and kIddies," maid the zinister,
patronisingly. «IQuit. a responsibility,
eh ?" 0

"lWell, yes,". anmvered Joe, hesitat.
ingly.

"Quit. the family man," continued the
minieter with pompous joviality. "I ex-
pect you're almomt sa good a hand at ik
as your wife. In't lie nov ?"-turnlng

encouragingly te the eldest girl. 1
Lena pursed up ber lips and lookcd at

her father.
"Weil, veli," said the minister, I

does one good tesece a man helping hie
wife in the house. Quit. an example
to the neighborhood, 1 deciare!"

"Won't you sit dowvni' said Joe, with
a view to changing the rather painful
trend'of the conversation. The minister
complied and Joe resumed hieseat at
tii. churn opposite. I"Ah! Churning, I
see," said the former pieasantly. "«Se
interesting to watch the butter lovly
forming, is it not ?"

"Ye-es," replîed Jo. doubtfully, wieb-
ing, nevertheless, that the other vas in
bis place for an hour or two."

"Pray do flot ]et my presence inter-
rupt your labors," said the. minister
graciousiy.

Joe obediently grasped the handle and
gave a vigorous pull. Splas!-!-!

Little Joe, who was piaying on the
floor, received the buik of it; the re-
niainder wvaslied over the minister'5
ankies, the iid fetching up sbarpiy
against his shin. For a moment there
was a dead silence. Then an uLIY vord
from Joe lroke the speil like a. pistel
shot. Tih. ninister visibiv winced.
"Mr. Hebblethwaite," h. said'reprovilg-
1y, "tluese trifluîug accidents are sent by
Providence to try us. Remember thO
patience of Job!"

Ti. ords acted on Jo. like sait on a
soil..

"lîuh, Joli !" lie sluouted, iosing liii
teniper. "What's the use oftai'
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