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yellow, here one that is distorted in
growth, here one that shows a Dblight
of fungus or a wound from an insect
enemy, and here and there in many
places those that are healthy and vig-
orous and without fault or blemish of
any sort, merely because they stand in
ground which must be alloted to an-
other and draw their nourishment from
food and air which must be another’s
portion, if those plants which are left
are to come to perfection and attain
the divine end of their being in flower
or fruitage or other special develop-
ment. Weeds know but two things, to
fight for life and to propagate their
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or stockraiser knows this statement

from his own experl kind. The cultivated vegetables and
flowers have been _taught = through

generations to trust to man for these
important needs and to devote their
own chief energies to various speciali-
zations, to size and color and shape and
number of flowers, to size and succu-
lence and flavor of roots, or stems, or
leaves, or seeds, as the case may be,
and when left to themselves they can-
not compete with the weeds, but must
either die, or strip themselves of all
superfluities and become as the weeds
and wild things they are.

The artist comes forth to weed, hav-
.Aing stretched himself at length upon
the kindly earth gives the attention of
his eyes and fingers to the first seedling
of the Tow which he has chosen, 2
delicate, green thread of an onion, per-
haps, or a Tred beetlet, a delicate,
spreading parsnip or carrot, or a broad-
leaved, pushing radish with smooth,
dark green seed leaves, and stem al-
ready red and white. As the sculptor
sees his statue in the marble block so
the weeder sees this seedlings in its
little thicket of weeds and fellow
plantlets, and, with delicate fingers be-
cause the seedling itself is easily dis-
turbed and uprooted, and with knowing
fingers, for each weedlet according to
its root and according to the toughness
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tail after another in the true artistic

or tenderness of its stem must be pulled
differently in order that it .may come
away - whole, he frees the chosen indi-
vidual ‘from its rivals which have
cumbered the ground about it and
leaves - it standing undisturbed in its
allotted area of mellow, loosened earth,
then goes on to the next plant, think-
ing not of the end of his row as the
man who works with a tool in his hands
does, but centering his mind on each
individual plantlet, working at one de-

spirit. )

The artist does not follow the rows
hurridly pulling out the larger weeds
only, as they catch his eye, and giving
his seedlings just a litte more than a
fair chance to fight for food and air,
he looks to the perfection of ac-
complishment.  First he pulls the
larger weeds in the few inches of row
upon which he is engaged, the lambs-
quarter, the rough pig-weed, the garden
nightshale, any rudely intruding dande-
lion or wild artichoke, the seeding box-
clder or maple, the wild buckwheat with
its narrow blades, and then the tiny
seedlings of white clover, the slender
filaments of blue grass, any little un-
known pair of seed-leaves that the eye
can spy, leaving nothing to grow, unless,
now and then, a chance poppy to whose
future wanton beauty he feels willing
to sacrifice the rigid perfection of his
art and the lives of some half dozen
of his seedlings.

As I have said the artist does not
hate the weeds, in his world there is no
room for hate, and he knows that the
weeds have qualities of their own. One
of their most excellent ones is that of
requiring man to stir the soil about
his plants if he would bring them any-
where near perfection. If there were
no weeds our flowers and vegetables in
untilled soil would develop little more

than they do when choked by c wds
of rivals and companions, and if i:,O\EmP
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not been for the weeds we might have
been a long time learning the value of
tillage. There is a proverb, “Mcan as
pussley,” but purslane is neither mean
nor vicious but ome of the best ang
most beniflcent weeds that we have. To
begin with it is a pot-herb of some
merit, but more to the purpose, it
comes in the hot and dry season of the
vear, mats together over the surface of
the garden, making a mulch to protect
the moisture from wooing of the sun
lholding the dust-dry earth in place that
it may not be blown away by the wind,
and holding such moisture as it sucks
from the arid soil in its fleshy leaves to
be given back at the time of plowing.
1n addition it protects the soil of hiﬁ.
sides from the washing of autumn rains
and all this is a great deal for one
weed to do, enough so that the best
gardeners are beginning to think that
in some circumstances the late summer
weeds are better left in the ground
than hoed out of it.

When the artist has finished his work
he stands at the end of his garden and
contemplates a perfect piece of handi-
craft. The ‘long rows stand, greenand
straight and  uniform and  yet
have that diversity and that hint
of personality and of soul which
characterizes hand work. The plantlets
are different after their kind and in the
rows they stand not at mathematical
distances apart but with intervals vary-
ing slightly and telling of the exercise
of the weeder’s judgment in every
several case. There is diversity in
color among the various Trows, the
‘beets, red, the parsnips and lettuce
pale green, the radishes and onions
darker, anl there is diversity in shape
of leaf and in manner of growth, and
in the thickness or the thinness of the
plants left in the rows, the parsnips,
spindling as they are, standing wide a-
't, the much more sturdy radishes,
clgde together, the cutting lettuce, per-
haps not thinned at all, and the beets
left for a further thinning when they
have attained pot-herb size. All these
details and diversities the artist notes,
and all the uniformity of the long
green rows with the mellow black earth
between, and his heart tells him that
it is good, and looking up at the blue
sky above him and breathing deep of
the sun-warmed summer air, he thanks
God for weeds and for the pleasure of
pulling them. 1
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Digging in the Dirt.

By Edmund Vance Cooke.

A restless, roaring little lad.

Like all boys, just a trifle bad,
Because the vigor cooped inside

My little being was denied <
Its outlet and was misapplied. ;
One way there was to keep my hide |
From reaping its desert—

To turn me free and let me be
While digging in the dirt.

A worried, hurried modern man

Harassed by many a failing plan, _

By some be-fawned, by some be-fought,

Till, tired of ecvery effort, stale in
thought, N a0

I scarce know what the good I :-‘-ough{:.j.

Jut set me in a garden spot

And healed is every hurt;

I rest my soul and make it whole

By digging in the dirt,

Advancing age which wears and warps,
A body turned into a’ corpse, C

Which is it comes? T cannot say.
Yet it should be a happy day
When T am lowered in the clay:
]-‘01_' then, T dare assert,

My ghost will croon a little tune
While digging in the dirt.

<

Through indiseretion in eating green fruit in
summer many children become subject to cholera
morbus caused by irritating acids that act violently
on the lining of the intestines.™ Pains and danger-
ous purgings ensue and the delicate system of the
child suffers under the drain. In such cases the
safest and surest medicine is Dr. J. D. Kelloge's
Dysentery Cordial. It will check the inflama
mation and save the child's life.

Then dawn or darkness, task or play=—




