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"Aba!" thinks I to myseif. "Here's
where Herbert K. becomes about as
popular as a judge at a baby show!"

But I needn't have feare. The Prof.
had no end o' tact. He promIised ail týie
ladies a chance at leadin'. He said he d
neyer seen 50 mucli good looks in one

crwd. "Fe mii e uchriude," he caled
it, an' 1lookedi utoo, later on. He
toid Ms Ke h d an interestin'
face an' the widow Carter that her bair
wouid sereen like spun eold. There were
siniles an' blushes an' titters ail over the
hall.

"I arn very giad to see," lic rcmarked,
cniaIll "that you have some munition

fr=s here. Is it not a happy coincidence
that a munition plant figures to a large
extent in our very first drama? The
heroine despoiled of the money goes to
work on a lathe. Riglit next to her works
the hero. A good deal of the love interest
is fcatured amid whiriing beits and
resounding blows of iron on steel. Not
perhaps so delightful as a rose arbor
under a full moon, but we must stick to
our script. After ail, truc art is rcflectcd
nature. And always kccp in mind that
these dramas are of ourselves donc by
ourseives for ourselves. Shalf we con-
tinue meekly to watch American dollar-
chasers usurp our atmospherc and plant
their tradc-marks on piays of Canada?
No, a tliousand times no!"
t"Hear, hear!" responded the whiskcrcd
twn fathers.

The second day business began in
earnest. On an empty lot next to the
bail a flock o' carpenters began to buiid
"sets." The Prof. diligcntly drillcd the

principals an' taught them the gentle art
o' not iookin' at the.- camera lens. The1
camera lie had fetched with him. It1

Action, camera! Well, that's a bit bette
There's a lot of huggn and KmSingv et,
Mr. Billing, s0o n ox passes,.j
must bc the real thing."

We had secured sev'ral- scenes in b
sbeil-room and the fuse departmenta o'
the local munition plant. It bad been a
littie difficult to get permission for thia,
but we'd cut right through a wad o' M
tape an' the Prof. wasn't long gettin'
hand-in-glove with the forernan. M a-

seial favor he was also given sev'rai
huded feet op the new shell-cap'

Wprocess introduced first in Esyburg.
Iow the brave lads overseas would h

tickled with that!
The Prof. haçi two dramas runnin' at

once, an' he said be'd neyer seen guch
dramatic ability, even among professionls
He said the plays would have a pull like
flypaper.

Thon, on this afternoon I speakc of lie
was suddenly handed a telegran.i. e
sure wasn't expectin' it. I was riglit
beside him an' I seen him turn kinda paie
green as he read it.

"Bad news. My brother bas met with
an accident," lie explained in a kinda
hushed voice.

"(Oh, we're so sorry, Professor!" cried
aIl the skirts.

"I'm called to his bedside. Is-is there
a train from here going cast before six?"

Weil, lie bade us ail a temp'rary but
hurried farewell, icavin' old Doc Hibrow,
the Collegiate Principal, in charge. The.
Doc had a lot o' tangles to straigliten
out, or try to, even this cari y in the
game. There'd been some distressin'
domestie squalls an' some o' the married
couples wasn't speakin'. One or two o'
the skirts even boasted that there miglit
be divorce proccedin's in the offimg, but
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was a bird an' lie turned thec crank bim-
self an' directed, too. Talk about energy
plus!

1 got real pally with the Prof. about
tbe third day an' he told me 1 had good
comedian stuif in me. He let me turn
the crank when ho was rushed. The
chief used to drop round an' he neyer
said a word when he scen me. Thinga
at the office wvas slow. He evon let
Gladys off sornetimes. The whole town
was behiî,d this thing, he said,. an'
business be hanged!

So, behoid us on Thursday o' that samne
weck busy as bees in the honcy season.
The Prof. neyer iost bis temiper, l'Il say
that for him. He vas here, there an'
everywhere at once, pattin' ladies' dress
folds into better shape, ehangin' chairs
an' lights an' aIl the time keepin' up that
faseinatin' flow o' gab.

"Don't forget the lip movements, you
in the support. ('olor doesn't take, Mliss
Buarke, but hlush tili the cows corne home
if vou like. It's a pretty sight. Don't
act so scared, Mr. Meighan, the lady
won't bite. Go back and corne in again
registering delighited suirprise,, Mr. Billings.
Youve been rcgistering an ulcerated
tooth. (Turni a little slow-or, Archie).
Miss Pickleford mustn't look ut the lens!
Now we absolutelyrnuistn't spoil anx- more
filmn. (Cut, .\rchie). . . . . .... two
lovers must put more pep into the goocv
stuff. If vou reallv w ere in love Nvou
wvouII, vou know-. hat's that.? SIîe's a
narried onan? MWell, (ion't voit worry

abouit tha1t. l 'Il attend to hubby if ie
borns infc)tItis! Put Vn'îr arnms about

Mi M-rNrs. Pickleford, 'Mr. Biilings,
no, hoth arms. Regfister devotion. Ig-
nore the camepra, hoth of you. Ready?

that what great artiste hasn't had to go
through this sort o' thing in ber searcli
for self-expression an' a soul mate! Two
o' the local athîctes in emulatin' Doughty
Doug, had heen rewarded with much
praiso an' a broken ieg apiece. Art for
art's sake! Tbe town had tbreatened to
come on us for damages to the bail. The
Prof. liad been called away "most in-
opportunely," said everybody. (Bis
vocabulary was catchin', you sec).

Days passed into weeks and the Pro-
fessor didn't so mucli as scnd a picture
posteard. The good people however1worried not. Thcy rubbcd their hands an
chucklcd an' explained that it was mcrelyý
"the absentmindeclness of genius," an'
that hecivas most likcly gettin' those first
five hundred feet o' film dcveloped an'
projected. Wasn't bis, middle naine
Hustie?

MVe went on rehearsin' an' quarrelin'.
Five weeks slipped by an' then one day
the foreman at the slicll plant found a
time bornb hidden away under a pile
o' coal in an unused bunker. It wasn't
very big an' it was fixed so, it iooked lik.
an ordinary piece o' coal rougli an' jilit
woul' aongst the other iUnks, wherc it

wudbe shovelled into the bla't furnaceS
in its turn maybe, or if not wbere it 'd
go off, af or a certain time. They brouglit
it up to our office, an' after a wliile it WWs
founci that it was a dud. There was 8
great-to-do an' before tlie examination
w.as fairiy begun along comes a letter froml
one o' t he Easyburg heroes over in the
trenches, w-ritten to a chuni on leave.

"*That much-boasted new shlcll-capping
can't ho so very new after ahl," said part
o' this letter, "for Heinie now bas oneO
just ike it. We began noticing tlier
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