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éttention of readers, which in a generﬁl history would
be distracted by the very number of historical occur-
rences. _ ,

In the “Lives of the Lieutenant-Governors of Upper
Canada and Ontario” I have endeavored to steer a
middle course, giving to each geverpor so much of his
political history as it is necessary “to know without
trespassing on the domain of biography in its essential
feature of individual character. Without presuming to
say I have hit the happy mean, I launch my bark upon
the waters trusting to an indulgent public to give it
protection in its hazardous voyage.

The more one makes himself familiar with the
history of the governors of a state or country, the more
he will become acquainted with the country itself.

Ontario, which, under the name of Upper Canada,
is the author’s native province, has reason to take a
pride in having had as lieutenant-governors men of
sterling integrity and worth, fit representatives of the
constitutional government under which they lived.
That it may be always so must be the ardent wish of
every lover of his country.
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