
ALASKA BOUNDARY QUESTIO

There are two points submitted 4or consideration:-

lst-Whether it is desirable that steps should be taken to have the Boundary defined
between Canada and the United States Possessions in Alaska,

- 2nd-A Requisition. for .Information in the possession-of the Goernment 'of British
Colýymbia on the subject, or that can be obfained.

• As, to the first-
For many reasons, apart from the.national obj.ect of avoiding grouxids of dispute between

Canada and the United States, it is-desirable, as affecting British Columbia particulatly and
the Dominion incidentally, thiat the boundary line referred to should be settled as soon as
possible.

Alaska was purchased froi Russia by the United . tates,. on the 13th March, 1867, for
87,200,000. At that time its present importance was not exactly understood or appreciated.
Its-lately discovered sources of wealth in the seal fur trade, deep sea and river fisheries, gold
and other mining, and great extent of internal navigation by means of the large rivers Yucon
and Porcupine, have added greatly to its importance, and are tending to'increase, in a propor-
tionate degree, the value *and importance of thé adjoining terriftry, belonging to British
Columbia- and the Dominion.

The Stikine River, running into British Columbia, communiéating with Dease Lake and
River, and ultimately with the Peace and Mackenzie Rivers and. the surrounding North-West
Territory; has its outlet in American Territory. The- navigatioi of the Stikine, foi- purposes
of commerce, 'was reserved to both countries by the Treaty of Washington, 1871.

In 187:, gold vas discovered in the Cassiar District, about the upper waters of the
Stikine, Dease Lake- and River, and the other streams in that, vicinity. In 1874, trade rapidly
developed'itself. A -rinin. population flowed in and supglies of valuable goods and merchan-
dise were required. In 1876, the volume of trade amounted to about $350,000, and the dùties
paid to the Dominion Revenue, at Victoria and Glenora, on goods consumed in the Cassiar
District, amounted to between $35,000 and $40,000.

Returns to 1880 show a some-what fluctùating trade, as is common to all niining centres,
but the average taken annually is still of considerable amount, namely, froin 1877 to,1880,
froni $290,P00 to $215,000, and from 1880 to 1884, diminishing on the Stikine, but se in-
creasing a ong the coast as to keep the average at the same point.

Thus, apart from all considerations' as to the' future value of this northern porion of
British Columbia, when the advancing pfogress of .settlement from the-eastern sections of -the
Dominion shall have reachedit, we have at présent an existing annual trade of upwards of
$300,000, yielding to the Dominion Retenue per annüm $35,000 or $40,000. . -

This trade is seriously jeopardized by the unsettled nature of the question, that is.the un-
certainty of the boundary line-not -that there is the slightest unce-tainty where it is to be
found, but thait it has not been laid down territorially, and locally defined between the two'
countries.

As illustrating this danger, a short statement of facts will be useful:-
The entrance to the Stikine River is withi .American territory. The American Port of

Entry at its n»outh is Fort Wrangel. There all goods iiitended for the interior have to be
transship'ped or an Anierican officer put on board the British vessel to -see that they-are not
4audgsl in the-American territory in trej iu. Every nierchant- knows that this adds to the
expense and delay of transportation, wich expense and delay would be ,entirely, avoided if,
within. the British line, a Port of Entry was established, to which se-going vessels from either

. British or foreign ports, with cargoes, coul4. go* direct, without breaking bulk, coming in no
way within the purview of the coasting trade objections. Within what is here cl'aimed as un-
doubtedi3ritish territory, about 30 miles from the mouth of the river, facilities for, establishing
such a port exist.
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