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father's namie. It hiad neyer bezni
associated wvithi anything very dis-
tinguishied in thoughit or action;
and hie wvas determined that no
effort of bis should cIotlîe it wvithi
any distinction, for, wvhen about
twentv years old, lie dropped
Arouet, and assumied. the nanie
Voltaire. Ris friends give various
fanciful explanations for tlue
change; lie neyer assigned any rea-
son but tluat lie luad îuot been huappy
under his old name, and lie hoped
to, be miore happy under the newv
on e.

As to the namning of tluis otiier
boy, it is sufficient to say tluat bis
life wvas to pi-ove that " there was
a nman sent from God whose name
wvas Jolin."

Let us now turn to the study of
the influences which determined the
characters of tiiese nien, and led
theni forth eachi in his chosen path.
The Frencli boy ivas unfortunate
iii his guardian. A prominent abbe
wvas an intimnate friend of his
nuother. It wvas thouglit a very
desirable thing to secure so emin-
ent and good a nian for the influen-
tial position of godfather. And so,
certainly, it should have been; but
it is a fact wvhich throws mnucli ligliý,t
upon tiiose timies, that rnany wlio
occupied tue most exalted positions
in the Churchi were hopeltssly de-
praved in principle, and immoral in
life beyond wvhat is easily credible.This particular abbe wvas a rani:
libertine, and a reckless unbeliever
in the principles of the religion of
-wvlich lie wvas a proîninent teacher.
Into sucbi hands at tlue baptismal
font, youpg Arouet fell. At tluis
tiîîîe a new poem, niost scandalous
and irreligious, wvas growing into
popnlarity in the depraved society
of Paris. It bore the iname of
"Mosaide," and described the
careerof Moses asanimpostor. The
uinscrupuilous godfatlîer put this
production into the hands of this

cbuld, for ilie double purpose of
teacluing liiiîî to read an(l inspiring
imi wvîth a contenupt of Chris-

tianity!
At tue saine age the boy Jolin

wvas laboriôusly passing the portal
of the great world of knowv1edge by
spellîng bis way thronghl the flrst
chapter of the book of Genesis.
Voltaire-Wesley. The Mosaide-
Genesis. In tlîose four wvords wve
hiave the gerni of a large portion
of the ilierary and religions lîistory
of Europe iii thue eigbiteeîuth cen-
tury. HFere is the first grate throngh
whichi these two pass into their now
fast diverging paths.

The unblushîing abbe w'as very
proud of bis success with bis pre-
cociotns pupil. Hie boasted thuat
little effecet of tlîe double baptisîîî
remained upon the boy, for thougli
he was only three years old yet lie
knew the vile Mosaide by heart.
It was the constant study of the
guardian of the morals of this child
to surround 1dm wîth persans dest-i-
tute of aIl sympatluy wvith Clîris-
tianity. Tbey were not then hard
to find in Paris. We, therefore,
find Iuim, at six years of age, ini the
midst of lewd and blasphenîing
mien, encouraged by their applause
of luis incipient efforts to exercise
bis wit by insinuations the most
base, and by open assanits the rrnost
bold, against Cliristianity. Iii rela-
tion to. the Bible and religion the
boy luad no chance at ail.

Place in contrast the young Wes-
ley, witluin the Epworth rectory, a
model of an almost perfect Clu ris-
tian luonué. The anointed tonch of
Snsaîunah Wesley, in early life, was
sufficient to, deternuine a boy's direc-
tion thougli thue nuiglut of an empire
opposed. On one side a graceless
abbe, on the other a saîîctified
mother, is it any wonder that, f roi
the flrst beginiuings of life, these
two worked ont the great probeuu
before themn on an entîrely different
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