Winnipeg Prices a Year Ago.

Following wero Winnipeg prices this
week last yoear:

Wheat—No. 1 hard, in store Fort Wil.
tfam, 81.16 to $1.18.

Flour—~Local price per sack:
£2.90; hest Lakers'. $2.70.

Millstults—Bran, $12 per ton; shorts,
¢11 in large lots.

Oatmeal—-Dealers 8olling to trade at
32,20 per eack of rolled tn small lots.
Ontario meal, $1.80 nominally.

Oats—Per bushel, car lotsa on track,
Winnipeg. 41 to £3c por bushel for teed.
oats.

Corn—Cars on track, Winnipeg, T41.2
te 45¢ per bushol.

Barley—i2 to 43¢ for feed.

Butter—~Dairy, jobbers’ prices 17 to i8¢
for {resl; creamery, 23 to 23 1-2¢.

Cheese—~Jobbors sclling at 9 3-4 to 10
1-'.’C|

Egge—Dealers selling  at
1.2¢.

Hides—No. 1 green hides ¢ 1-2¢,

Wool—8 to 9¢ for unwashed :lecce.

Hay—~DBaled, on track, here 2dvanced
to $11 to $12 per ton.

Potatoes—i3 to 40c por bLusho..

Poultry—Chickens, 9c¢ poer 1b; dressed
turkeys, 15¢, live chickens, 60 to 75¢ jer
pair,

Dressed meats—Fresh killed teof, city
dressed, € to 6 1-2¢; mutton, 8¢; for froz-
en, 9120 10¢ for frosh: hogs, 6 3.4 to
7¢; veal, 7to 9ec.

ILive Stoch—Cattle, butchers J41-2 to
te. yearling etockors, $10 to $13, hogs,
ot rnrs $5 per 100 lbs. for Liest bacon,
gheep, § to 4 1.2¢, lambs, 32,50 to 33.50
cach,

Putont,

12 to 12

Winunipeg’s Assessment.

J. W. Harrls, assessment commis-
soner, has presented his report of
the completion and return ol the as-
sestment roulls. The total assessmuent
Iur tue current year amounts W $25,-
520,260, exclusive of the valuatwus
placea upon the property excmpt from
taxatfon, which amounts to $4,963,-
100, showing o net ncrease
the ratable property over that of
last year of about two-thirds of a
million dolars. The total assessment
by way of capitalizel reatal value for
buslpess tax Is $3,470,391), being ap
increase in this class of assessment of
abouy S290,000 cver that of Jast
year. The balance of the net Increase
of two-thirds of a million doliars iz
caused principially by the buildings er-
ected during the year 1898, which
have overbalanced the reductions
made for depreciation in bwldings
gty throughout thie city  and
losses occasloned by fire, which in one
wstance  alone amounted to nearly
$200,000, to the extent of over one-
third of a million dollars. The
values, whtle changed considerably m
differcut lucalities, show, upon the
whole, about the samo aggregate am-
ount ay last yeur. The total pupula-
tion of the city, which has, as usual,
been carefully taken in  connection
with the assessment, Is showu to be
inclushve of a fair percentage. added
for transient or floating population—
10,112, showing a substantial increase
over last returns.  Our populagion hav-
ing reached the 40,000 mark, it is, T
think, judging from the growth of
other «ities somewhat similarly situ-
atel reasonable to assume that our
lucrense in population in the future,
will be cven greater proportionntely
than 1t has been in the past. I feel
quite warranted in making tha obser-
vation that Winnipeg has entored upon

land *

THE COMMERCIAL

v perind of Jduvdlupwenl aud prugloss
of a lasting and permanent naturo
Real estate values ace becoming wmore
fixed and definite in many loculities,
and the general business of the city
Is rapldly Increasing. It is uot to be
oxpected that outlying, vacant prop-
ertles will bo in much steady demand
for some thme; but wo frequontly find
owners of this cluss of property hold-
ing it at pricey far lu excess of the ns.
sessed valuation placed upon it, while,
of course, others, forced to sell, may
have to tako much less. This condl-
tion of the real estate market is, how-
over, not confined to, the city of \vin-
nipeg, but Is a conditlon that pre-
vails to a considerable extent at times
in the history of all cities, Complete
tubulated schedules will, as usuil, be

Turnished ufter the close of the court f

of revision.

Crude Rubber.

According to a report recently  re-
celved at Washington from United
States Cousui Keunnedy, in Para, Bra-
zll, there is not likely to be any short-
gt of rubber in the near future, The
quantities gathered and brought in
lately are double what ey used to be
and exploration of the rubber region
show that the supply can be increased
indefinitely Ly simply increasing the
number of gatherers, ‘Those of our peo-
p'e, the report says, who Lave guuy
down into Mealcu and Cential America
t¢ engage in i1ubber production may
fare no better thau thuse who ex-
pectea to wake fortunes in coffee rais-
ing; by the time they gzet their plan-
tations bearing, the product muay be
50 cheap ar to yield little or no profit.
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Change ot Name.

The firm of Love, McAllister & Co.,
whonlesale stationsrs, Winupeg, have
issuel the following announcement .

We beg to inthmate that on and
after the first day of May next, this
business wili be continued and ali trad-
ing done unider the name of Clark
Bros. & Co.

We take this oppoctunity »f thank-
ing you sor the generous support ac-
corded u¢ during the past three years
and trust we will be favored with a
continuance of your patronage.

Very truly yours,
LOVE, McALLISTER & €O.

The May number of the Delineator
treats very [uily with illustration and
description of appropriate gowuing
for commencement and graduation
wenr. The literary [eatures are
thoroughiy enjoyable, and the housge-
hold and social discussiuns crisp aind
piguant.

A bil! hes bLeen introduced in the
Dominion livuse to allow Dowmin on civil
servants bo be garnisheed for debt. It
is to be hoped the bill will promptly
beeame law. From a business point
of view it is difficult to understand
why dead beat civil servants should
be sheltered in their crookeduess and
(rﬂ?lhoncsty ary more than any other
cllow, .

The Winnipeg Elevator Co. has been
granted incorporation upder the Do-
minion act. The new company oS
previously reported, will continue the
grain  business of Bready, Love &
Tyron, of Winuipeg. The parties form-
ing the company mentioned in the
letters of lucorporation are T T. .
Bready, John Love and C. R. Tryon,
Winnipeg, ané James Carruthers and
Charles Wulter Band, of Torouto.

963,
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GRAIN AND MILLING

THE ELEVATOR QUESTION,

Quite o heated vebate occurred in
the ‘Uerntoripl legislature 4t Reging
tutely on the cievawr gquestion,  ‘Che
debute was ot bheated m polus of op-
pusing elements, as all the sp.akers
appeaded to be on one side, aud that
oppusition Lo the present elevator ar-
rangements.  Several very oxtravags
ant charges were mode aguingg the
grant deaters and ¢levator men, sonus
ol which were quite umeasonable. A
resvfution callg vpon the rederal gove
ernlpent to cotmipel the ratlway come-
pantes te perwiv anyone to vulld and
cperate elevators, grai warchous:s or
grain chutes, was carrica unanimously.

‘The elevator regulutions auupted by
“the raiway companies in  Mamtoby
and the ‘errjtories, ‘Lhe Commersial
beiteves, have proved o great advang-
age to the country and a great bene-
Ot to the farmers, If any one had
been permutted to build [fiab ware.
houses for the handling of graln, we
would have had a 1ot ot httie, unsjsht.
1y shacks at every ratdway station, in-
stead ot the splendid ilue o1 clevators
vhich now exist, without which ghese
wuuld be very little storuge anua hand.
ling accummodation for the farmess in
the buey season, resulting mn irequeng
grae blockades and 1oss to th aru.
ers, At e sawie Stme The comaoier
tial nas taken the ground thaty it
wowid be better to remove the ele vator
restrictions than have a concduoat agi.
tation Bept up.,  Kestrictivus are das.
tasteful, cven wihen they ate b 0 fisial,
AL any rate, we have the levaturs
now. The uvuly gueston i3 that ot
vestea rights, i cousideration of the
fuct that parties who put their mouey
11t theby butdiugs, expectead thint the
restrictivus agalnst dheap competwng
warchouste Wouwid vunttiuue s 1otce,
Huwever, the theoty as to whe exist.
chice of vested nights i tlus case is a
debatabie questton. The Comumercial
would 1ot be disappointed if the re-
gtrictions were reinoved.  A$ the same
e we Jo nol See any occasion for
making so mitny v.olent and uutrughuul
charges, as is often done by many of
those who agiilate for the removal of
the present restricutions aguinst the
ercetion ol a cheap class ol Jlevators
«r warcbouse for handling grzin at
country pomts,

DRYING WIET WHEAT I'OR MILL-
ING PURPOSES.

There Is very little milling value in
artificiully aried wheat, unless dried
under what I term naturdl couditions,
that 15, by the action of the wind
ant sun, as when the wheut 15 ex-
poseit in the sheaf in tne fields. I
am satisfied that any artificial pro-
cess that does not curry out  these
conditions canunot dry wheat to any
real value for milling purposes; and
the only really successful wheat dry-
ing for milling that 1 had beea ablo
te do In the past was by spreading
wheat ona large dock, holding about
4,000 bushels, 21-2 inches deep, and
having it exposed and turncd to the
strong sun and beavy wind., About
200,000 bushels of wheat dried in
this manner were sold for milling pur-
poses, anl the miller was astonished
at the quality of the flour this wheat
produced; and he had no complaint
from any oif hls customers who paur-
chased the flour.

I have now adopted in our elevator
—the Canadian Paclfic, operated by
Joseph G. Klng & Co.~a system which
practically carrles out this condition.
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