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10 The Legal and Constitutional Aspects

Act. Tts poweffe are not exclusive or absolute, but strict-

ly limited, and in some respects subordinate to the Do-

minion Parliament.

After the creation of the Province, the Provincial Le-

jrislature, by an Act passed in 1871, called the Manitoba

School Act, established a system of schools under the con-

trol of a Board of Education, one-half of whom were to

be Protestants, and the other half Catholics; the two

sections to meet separately'' ; the Pro ,estants to appoint a

Protestant Superintendent, the Catholics a Catholic Su-

perintendent ; each Board to select its oivn text hooks, re-

lating to morals and religio^n.. In the sections where the

Protestants predominated the schools were to be regarded

as Protestant schools, and where the Catholico predomi-

nated, Catholic schools. Thus, a doubb system of pub-

lic schools was, at the very beginning, created iij the Pro-

vince.

Acts amending this education law, in some respects,

were passed in su1jse(|uent years, but it is not necessary

to i:efer to them. The Manitoba Scliool Act of 1881 re-

pealed all prior acts, but it re-created and re-established

the double system of Piotestant and Roman Catholic

schools on the same general lines as the Act of 1871,

only that it made the distinction between the Protestant

and Roman Catholic schools more marked, hy providing

that each section of the Board of Education should se-

lect all hooks to be used in the schools under its control,

and gave a right to the minority, when sufficiently nu-

merous, to establish a separate school in any section

where the majority ali-eady possessed a school.

Bv virtue of this leifislation, Protestant and Roman

Catholic schools were created and built up in the pro-
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