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THE GALL COL, MAGLAREN'S HOSPITAL- .!|gP|
Correspondent Tells London Times the Heroic Story of the Second Battle 

at That Point-Three Whole Weeks on the Shell-Swept Wastes of 
Flanders—Grim Struggle of the British Line and the Deadly Gas 
Attacks—The Filling of the Gap.
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(By John Buchan in London Times.) ib where they were allowed. The r,
The heroic story if the Second Battle of Ypres that raged across the of thr German assault was -beyond 

shell-swept wastes of'< Flanders through three whole weeks is told below in ■ canal in several places, and bea 
graphic detail by John Buchan, whole articlei from the front have already ™ the French remnants on the ,

brilliant charger of dismounted, cavalrymen, who took the place of infantry; Poisoned fumes, they did all that men ——
the countless deed» of individual editor, make up a story that .will l">e always Battalion (48th Highlandere), who bore waa smashed to pieces and then contin- ingiy preparations were made for a bold
Jn our military history side by side res* that of the Frist Battle of Ypres, the brunt of the gas, recovered them- açd the struggle with relays of rifles, retirement, which would make of the

I greatest struggle of the second phase of the war in,the West. selves after the first retreat and regain- f” °vn lhe w“t the French counter-at- salient an easy curve, with its farthest
, ________ ed their position. The 13th Battalion tacked from the canal and made some point under three miles from the townfirst battle of Ypr, *‘4 the mowed down the enemy, but he>ached (Rofal Highlanders) did not give j™*™*’ & *? “»*. Sunday, May 2, le had to

greatest and most critical sti _ Of the our trenches, and there was some fierce though badly woundedfr'aUied^his'men «traate- though the Belgian àrtiUery asphyxiating iSrn^weremÎharged Irth
Western war—began on October 30 and hand-to-hand fighting. Repeatedly dor- HU he got his death-wound. Captain !?C'Lee£d m ^8troJin8 ‘he bridge be- against the French on the Ypres Canal
ended with the repulse of the Prussian ing the day the attacks were renewed, MçCimig, who had received a crippling W a"d the Northern Division east and west
quard on November 11. The battle front but all were driven back, and by the £ °und, mstoted that he should be left ^ ^n^ted A Bri«ade t«* The French were ready for
stretched from Bixschoote in the north evening we had expeUed the ememy from men" up position weTf^GedcksV Detlch- The,r 77™™, 8"™ mowed down the
to Armmtieres in the south over a broad i/this^truggle we los^Wil^, but the in8 rent on our left\which gave the^îî- ^tween the canal and"tb* thlt lection was" in ^^ay^hettered!
salient whose first apex was Becelaere Germans lost more, and all the glacis emy a Near way to Ypres. Strangely 0,6 \r '"fl* SUpP°rt^?,Jlv .? Against the British they fared little bel­
aid second Ghelurelt. In it we opposed was littered with their dead. <‘n°»*h they did not push their advent- ®^d* o7a North-county Territorial ter, By thlg tIrae> onrmenhad respira-
numbers which were never more than For the next three days there was no ***; A* in the first battle of Ypres they f'^‘8 0n’ w[Ych had arnved from Eng- tors—not yet of the best pattern—and
150,000 to an enemy whose strength was respite. The position was vital to the broke our line-but could do nothing in brigade Were'romlnre8n^totunro^the they mana8ed to let the gt2Tblow past 
at least half a million. During the worst enemy if he would keep his Hollebeke the breach. left* cSi^b^n BriXSJ Lrfh^ of1^ Tn with ‘‘ttle loss. Two battalions,however,
part of the fighting we had three infantry ground, and the 19th Saxons were hurl- The Filling of the Gap. lien c^ad‘a" Brigade south of St Jn- had to give way a little. The 2nd Sea/orths
divisions and some cavalry to meet five ed against it with the support of artil- . . .. P „ L Gravensfrafe^W sth ‘th^ nevcr "toved. Their medical officer,Lieu-
army corps, three of the first line. We lery and asphyxiating bombs. The htil . ^ early !" th_e slm^U. b"urs ot ***- Durham LigKi^lnfant^ ^d t^ 1st tenant Jai”es, a civilian doctor who had 
mdto face not only a perpetual bom- formed a saUent, and we were exposed ^ TV Ha^Wres^Sok Z 7 Mwren been with Z regiment in South Africt
liardment by superior artillery, but a to fire from three sides. On the 19tii ?P"ts,?Wed >n ?aP- They came „ P ranadians th, l»ft nf the behaved with conspicuous courage, for. 
succession of attacks by massed infantry and 20th the terrific cannonade ton- 7”^ 7^ p,™1»”. which, as JT'.®"’ n‘h isfnn Thî r.JÜLfJeZ though badly aff7ct«i by 6

r w2T "ZÎ eÏÏ ttree^ganVra^nîryy -tÏ^Æo^r withdrawn^Z left

“w «iï, “tw* jgs r as vunsjz SA SL KS LS «2 s.»r

against Warsaw- tts -failure mnrlrafl tfia the 21st the enefnv had estahKshed him^- f9* the strange mixture of units in the meantime an attempt was made eTn Division, assisted by the 4th Hus-
end of the second phase of the war in self at one point on- the slopes at the subsequent fighting. In addition the j° rctake ,st- Ju,ien- ^rly on the Sun- **TS’ succeeded in holmng their groumL
the West P - northeast edre but “n the ritemoon we Eastern Division had five battalions in moTn!n® about *™> an attack was Many deeds of courage were reported

The seebnd battle of Ynrcs helm, vs to dislodged him*’ All that evening howit reserve- . These five battalions, under the delivered by General Hull’s Brigade and for that day and for the following mom-
a differentiate™^ D «à to ter sh?U rained on us and asnZxiating command of Colonel Geddes, of the ‘IS* Territorial battalions against the mg, when the 1st Rifle Brigade were

The sahent dh7 bombs choked and ’bltoded PQur men* Buff«. took up position in the gap, and «N6- K waa Puahed «P through the attacked. Captain Raiiston, of that bat-
1 the Ynr^ranal Sd Z MeTîT while the German field guns were in acted a,0n8 with the 10th and 16th Ca- 7®ft centre of the Canadian remnant to tahon, was buried alive by a shell; then
æ&tSrÿfcrsS: fc ™aio iStff Ess’S ÆS fig KC

60. and ^tnrnfor W, efforts,at Hill ^ut on ThuTday the 22n dlthe hil^ was ,may refer to U " Geddes’s Detachment. was the fighting, General HuU Lynn, of the 2nd Lancashire Fusiliers,a
’ DUThedh hUoTd hTZivinlTTTZ1 A still ours and there came a sudden luU K is pkkcd “P, as the fighting went on! 6«d under him at one moment no few- machine-gunner who had already re-

TZtPl Zt^hZ J7 To ZZ to the !tZk-an7t^r such ^n«roZ 60die stran8e auxiliaries. Sudânly theri er than 15 battalions, as well as the oeived the Distinguished Conduct Medal,
TTtTnnTZt inhZ g|LZ, T ^ luU as that which on O?ct 28 hTf 7-c were t® 11 two officers aid 120 whole artillery of the Canadian Division, played on the advancing gas with his
res^Z wcre hZlt Tn w lS ceded the larochtog of the thunderbolt" ot the Northumberland Fusiliers. Farther east.tba 8th Battalion of the guns without putting on his respirator.
mmTtocTâT nMtféhnuTP’r WfuTf Meanwhile on Tuesday the 20th the They were the Grenadier company of Durham Light Infantry at Gravenstafei He continued firing even when the cloud
to hombTOdmcOt of y07s hadZmm Sud Sa‘ battalion, who had been lent to was heavdy bombarded with asphyxiai- caught him. He then got his gun to the

• ZZd î^alhLt SytototoestreeLofthe Se dty Hmv60.and had already be* eight days "8 sheils-less deadly than the gas, but top of the parapet and kept off the Ger-
f ailed with ti^ir^rmti deniren^ there 1° thç trench“- Dealded- weary, and *« the moment Incapacitating-and at man attack. His heroic stand cost him

t “rawm-7? the British thrust from Festubert. * Geddes’s Detachment, and took their 2 to 7 p. m. they hung on, and then the The Shortening of the Line.
Lie the first, too, it was fought against vî, Th, enshed in the de- place in ltg ftring line That ni-ht the pressure proved too great, and thev fell
heaw odds. A crushing artUlery pre- Z mil77* daaht^tl<?“ °/„J,prei old Fighting Fifth Uved up to its fame, back with heavy losses. Farther on, at
ponderance and the use of poison #as Zv hlZTn ZZ- '1 On the morning of Friday, the 23rd, the extreme eastern, point of the front,
were more deadly assets than any weight ““^ be a »aans £ the blocking of the the situation was as follows,-^ the Germans made a resolute attempt 
of numbers. For days our fate hung in , °ÜI 501,111 E^te™ right Division was in its with artUlery and asphyxiating bombs
the balOTee, dispositions became involved ““L°" ^“enl- 11 could not. be old position, as was the East- on the line of the Eastern Division at 
m the fog of war, and it became a sol- a'™cd,al Hi“ 60> where our commumea- em, save that the latter was much Broodseinde. The Brigade involved,
djers battle, like Maiplaquet and Al- 110,18 had a free road to tfie west. depleted by the supports which it' had however, managed to hold its ground,
buera- where rules and text-books were The Coming of the Gas, dispatched westward, and was strung and made mgny prisoners. The poei-
forgolten, and we won by the dogged . qL / out in its trenches Uke a string of beads, ^on ™ that Sunday qigbt was that the

’1 “ - “
A glance at the map wiU show the ^ho”1 our artiUery observers re- cover 8t jhlien> whence the supportingP”"“ ““ 1 evti: grÆffirs SSSSf^A.°ar2St:
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hub of a wheel from which all the com- " 7th7ptîk!7 <7w?e" the faaal Germans had crossed at vairons points
muntcations eastward radiate like spokes. “d ‘bej™™™ road. Back through the and had taken Lizerne and Het Sast, and 
One important road crosses the canal at w!tode?7nd SO,1^era’ were threatening Steenstraate. The Brit-
Steenstraate, but all the main routes run 7”, „ , couBhing- Some black dev- jgj, cavalry wère being hurried up to 
through Ypres—to Pilkem, to Lange- bZk„t7hZfnZ 6uPPort the French west of the canal,
marck, to PoelcapeUe, to Zonnebeke, to B 7®" thern thev heH*Zl hütoZZZ Thal day there was a severe artillery 
Gheluvelt and Menin, besides the rail- 5fP>d thelP kad left, h,undreds of bombardment ail along the front of the 
way to Roulera. Virtually- ail the sup- 1“ a_“mr?diesstneken and dead. Some eastem division, the Canadians, and 
plies and reserves for the troops holding ~°0, ta and Turt”s the early dark- Geddes’ detachment, especially from the 
the salient must go through the neck of ha!?3a"' wm T,eL C^1|ad'a°reserv« heavy guns on the Passchendaele ridge, 
the bottle at Ypres. ib®, early in ^ But the fighting was heaviest against the
November the Germai##<in gun post- Zittov chesZ nZZ fBces*. ,lhe Canadian left brigade, which .by 
tions at the southertiÇrêtntrant which b 1 8 ibests, and the- lips speechkss was in desperate straits. Its losses had1 

Y enabled them-to shell the town, and a f. . J t,îo’ snl®ed been huge and the survivors were still
bombardment was œn$|ed intermit- lh'L^^„0D“lhl"* ^htoh weak from the effects of the gas. No
tently throughout the Winter. A serious “L.fhb at thrir throats and affected them food could reach it for twenty-four 
cannonade Would gravely Interfere with wilb? , ' hours, and then only bread and Cheese.

s « ‘cla~ ~s
-ATstsst tn. g® Pend of January the salient was held by f™,,1 ”ECre and the Germans succeeded In Working
the French. Dn Feb. 1 part of the * undffe"ded coualry- round, the left of this brigade and even
French were withdrawn, and General I()uTf Betting their machine guns' behind it.
Bulfin’s division was brought north to the fumes of tbe From the left of the Canadian line Ged-
replace them. By April 20 the allied |as’ and SDPPorted by a heavy artillery des’ detachment extended to the French.

The Canadians had suffered from the The Second Gas Attack.
Langemarck and coveifhg tlié làtief place fbut to a •j88. ««beut tbam.thg.JFraiiih. About 8 o’clock on the morning of 
was a French division. On the right ^llh rHî " S 2«h, a violent artillery
of the French to a point northeast of COdrse ^fore the G.O.C. of the left Gan- cannonade began. * At, 8.30 there 
Zonnebeke lay the Canadian division. adl.an “”8We but to refuse his left, the second great gas attack. The gas 
from northeast of Zonnebeke to the Attempts were made to rally the fleeing was pumped from cylinders end, rising 
southeast corner of the Polygon Wood Marcos, and Captain Guy Drummond, in a cloud, it travelled rapidly the dis- 
was the eastern division. At the corner °! J.1*® . Highlanders, fell from tance between the lines. Our men had
of the Polygon Wood was Princess Pa- 8“ed""Je in this task. ^ Under the pres- still no knowledge of it and were pro- 
tricia’s Regiment of the southeastern f“ro of an attack by tour divisions the vided with no prophylactics, but instinct 
division, which continued the front east lefl brigade bent inwards from a point taught some of them what to do. A wet 
of Veldhoek along the ridge almost to J™1 so“tb of PoelcapeUe till ito left seat- handkerchief wrapped round the mouth 
Htil 60. The trenches we had were not f1 on wood east of St JuUen be- gave a tittle relief.

, especially in the section held by lw“n tb« Langmarck and PoelcapeUe That day, the
- -

flank. The whole of one of the Can­
adian brigades was in reserve, but it was left fell back well to thé southwest of 
imposaiblerto bring it up at a moments St. Julien, gaps opened up in its front 
notice. The battalions in the brigade and the right brigade was left in much 
reserve of the Canadian line were the same position as that of the left bri- 
hrought forward by midnight and flung gade on Thursday evening. Its left was an»a. 
mto the breach. . . , compelled to swing south to conform,

A battery of 4.7 guns, lent by the 2nd but Colonel Lipsett’s 8th Battalion,
London Division to support the French, which held the pivoting point on the 
Was in the wood east.of St. Julien. That Gravenstafei ridge—the extreme north- 
wood hps no name, but it deserves to be eastern point of our salient—did not 
christened by the name of the' troops move an inch. Although heavily gassed 
who died in it. For through fit the 10th they stayed in their trfcnchcs for two 
Battalion under Colonel Boyle and the days until they were relieves. The left 
leth under Colonel Leckie. charged at brigade, temporarily forced back, pres- 

Hifl 60. - pldnlght and won the northern fringe, ently recovered itself and regained much
■ They recaptured the guns, but could not of the lost gi

To understand the significance of the bring them away; bqt they destroyed About mid-day the great German at-
• events which began on April 22 it is parts of. them before they fell again into tack began against the village of St 

necessary to gto back to whet happened German hands, when the tine was forced Julien and the section of our line im- 
on the 17th The operations, at Hrll 60 back by artillery fire. Another counter- mediately east of It. The left Canadian 
were not strictly a part of; the Ypres attack whs attempted to east the strain, brigade was withdrawn some 700 yards 
battle, but they were a link mjhe chem The 1st and 4th Ontarip Battalions to a new line south of the village and 
of cans!». Hill 60 is only a MB to the charged the German position in the gap. just north of the hamlet of Fortuln. The

• eye of faith, being no more than an Colonel BirchaU, of the 4th, was killed remnants of the 18th and 14th battalions 
earth-heap from the -cutting of the while leading his men, and his death could not be withdrawn, and remained—
Ypres-Litie raüway. Its advantage is fired the battalion to a splendid effort, a few hundred men-in the St. Julien 
that it gives a position from which the They carried the first Gerrpan shelter line, fighting till far on in the night their 
whole German front in the neighbor- trenches and held them till relief came hopeless battle with a gallantly which 
hood of Hollebeke Chateau can be com- two days later. has shed eternal lustre on their Mother-
manded. It is just west of the hamlet A wilder battle has rarely been wit- land. Scarcely less fine was the stand 
of Zwarteien, where the Household Bri- nested, than the struggle of that April of Colonel Lipsett’s 8th Battalion at 
gade made their decisive charge on the night. The British reserves at Gravenstafei. Though their left was in 
night of Nov 6. About 7 on the even- Ypres, shelled out of the neigh- the air the ynever’moved, and at the 
ing of Apnl 17 we exploded seven mines borhood of the town, marched to the mots critical fnoment heldtbe vital point 

-*? the hill, which plaiyed havoc with sound of the firing, with the strange of the British front, 
the defence, blowing up a trench line sickly ordor of the gas blowing down Had the Gravenstafei position gone, 
and 150 men. We won the top, en- upon them. All along ont- front the the enemy would in an hour have puelv 
trenched ourselves in. the shell craters cannonade was severe, while the Canad- ed behind the 28th Division and 
and brought up machine guns. Next ian left, bent back, was struggling to' whole eastern section. It is told how 
d*y, Sunday, at 6.80 the Germans made entrench itself under cover of counter- one machine gun officer of the 7th 
b counter attack in mass formation, attacks. In some cases they found Lieutenant Bellewv with a defiant loaf 
which resulted in a desperate struggle French reserve trenches to occupy, but stuck on his bayonet noint above the 

■ at do#»; quarters. Our machine guns1 more often they had to dig themselves parapet, fought Me machine gun till it

The London Times of July 23 has aajmade a notable contribution Th i 
interesting article by a special corres- Share in-an organization wnicli is 
pendent on No! 1 Canadian General Hos- [avil "ld . altogether beyond precZnt

. pital, which Lieutenant-Colonel Mac- 8Zd ^ Zsceond” su.fflclentlv >md. r- 
Laren, of St. John, commands. The to ,7C°"d only ,to their
article is headed: A Hospital Town; hofl^it.i -77 the field". This partriul», 
Triumph of Canadian Efficiency, and the tog'tot new Method toi °Vs>ùe<'ca' ow" 
wliole article breathes, that admiration Murray Marl arm ented in Colonel 
for the services that Canada is offering the offtoer mm^nA NeW Bruni 
that is one of the most striking and 
most generous features of the whole tents of which”™*1 the,spac[°us Indian 
British press and accounts for the eonristo t tnT, PZ °f his h'>sPital 
warmth of welcome and the flattering Sle of 7ards' ""rl‘

to i 1ll r M°datlng 64 Paiients. 
The breadth of the tents, the trinle 
walls, the old gold lining, the simple ar- 
rangement of the electric lighting and 
above all, the effective convenience of the! 
corridor unite to compose wards as 
pleasant to the sense and hygienicallv 
sound as could be desired. In some wav', 
No. 2 Canadian Stationary Hospital, 
which occupies the Golf hotel at 1, 
Toquet and overflows into tents on 
the inks, has greater charms, but the 
site of this hospital town near Staples 
is in itself very attractive, especially to 
those who knew the country a few 
months ago, when it was a wild and 
natural stretch of scenery.

The hospital, which was organized as 
“"ÎLT8? -fS .September, has gradually 
perfected itself since its arrival 
mouth on Oct. 16. It had 
invEngland, where alone 4,000

■

wick,T- T

The

■
'

at Ply- 
many sites

. , j, ... . cases weretreated, before sailing for France in 
May; but only today has it reached its
full perfection.

In all these hospitals, English and 
Canadian, the operating theatres are 
models both of structure and of equip­
ment! The incident of light, both na­
tural and artificial, is better than in 
most London or Montreal hospitals, and 
one can point to little that is inferior, 
even in such equipment as X-ray appara­
tus. It is a delight to see the smooth 
working, and one may say, the mutual 
admiration of the English and Canadian 
officers and doctors, whether R. A. M. 
C. or Red Cross, in this immense organ­
isation. A singularly perfect unit from 
the United States is now being added 
to the prairie town.

There are still three Canadian army 
hospitals in England, and in France 
three general, with a potential equip­
ment of 1,040 beds, two stationary, a 
clearing hospital with its attendant 
balances besides an admirable system of 
Red Cross distributing depots, set up, 
thunks to private generosity in Canada! 
within reach of every hospital unit. It 
Is an interesting attribute of the larger 
establishments, such as No. 1 General, 
that every department (province?) of 
Canada is represented within the circle 
of the unit. The arrival of a group of 
Canadian French nurses coinciding with 
Sir Robert Borden’s visit may be quoted 
as an example of the unity of the do­
minion.”
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COLONEL MURRAY MACLAREN.

attention that the Canadians appear to 
get from the Old Country people at 
large.

The article follows :
“Northern France, July 21—Sir Rob­

ert Borden, who reached France on 
Tuesday last in a British destroyer, in­
tends to visit both the French and Brit­
ish tines. He spent the first afternoon 
of his arrival in inspecting the various 
Canadian hospitals, some in tents and 
huts, and some in hotels and other 
buildings, established near Boulogne, 

i He will perhaps see nothing more 
striking in the course of his tour. Obe 
of these hospitals, known as No. 1 Cana­
dian General, ties in the centre of much 
the biggest hospital concentration 
attempted in history. Not’once or twice 
but many times Sir Robert Borden ex­
pressed himself amazed at the scale and 
scope of this hospital town, to the effi­
ciency of which

F

On May 3 the time came to shorten 
the line, The left did not move; it was 
the pivot of the operation. Battalions 
were withdrawn piècemeal, and picked 
riflemen from each company were left 
to cover the retirement. ^Thid with-

•ss*?j«f2 eetgstie
most creditable achievements, of jthe war. 
They work began at .soon as the dark­
ness fell. -Every. 4 '------
had got in our wb 
night, and in the cellars i of Zqnntbeke 
village operations had been performed by 
candlelight. This evening the wounded 
were evacuated, all but a small number 
of‘very-bad cases whom it was impos­
sible to move, and who were left beMnd 
in charge of two orderlies. The Royal 
Army Medical Corps have never done 
moffe brilliant work in all their brilliant 
history. Under the guidance of Colonel 
Ferguson, assisted by Major Waggett 
(the well-known London specialist on 
throat diseases), the cases were brought 
from the cellars and dugouts and silently 
and swiftly carried along the dark roads 
beyond the- fire zone. The difficulty of 
such a withdrawal may be realized from 
the fact that at some places,-tike Graven­
stafei and- Broodseinde, the Germans were 
within ten yards of our line. Not less 
than 780 Grounded were removed from 
our front, and the retirement of the bat­
talions was equally skilful. Not a single 
man was lost. The brigade from" the 
extreme northeastern point of the salient 
bad a difficult task. That from Fortuin 
had to move for nearly tour miles down 
lines of parallel trenches. Most of the 
suppHes and ammunition was removed, 
and what could not be carried was de­
stroyed.

Touches of comedy were not wanting. 
The brigade on the right of the Eastern 
Division had constructed new and ad­
mirable trenches which they were loth 
to leave. One man solemnly cleaned and 
swept the dug-out before going, 
landlord preparing a house, for a new 
tenant. The order to retire did not 
reach the last man of a score of picked 
shots who had been left to the end. He 
belonged to the 2nd Cheshire» and re­
mained for more than an hour after our 
retirement, a solitary . figure facing the 
whole army of Wurtemberg. Then he 
suddenly realized that he was very lone­
ly and fled westward after his com- 
rades. It was not till the early morn- 
ing of the 4th that the Germans knew 
we had gone. For some time before that 
they had been busy shelling, our empty 
trenches
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CANADA IN PERIL?r «frSjtSSSiLfs:
rection through Fbrtuin.
The Achievement of the Canadians.

Monday, the 26th, was a day of 
stant and critical fighting, but

W.e
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Its nominal base is the
con-

we m an­
te get our reliefs in and take out 

battalions 
the pass since

(Toronto Globe.)
To the Editor of The Globe: In the 

timely and stirring .words by the famous 
Ralph Connor in The Globe, his jmas- 
terly and concise summing up of the 
situation, and the present duties of Cana­
dians towards the Empire, of which they 
are becoming a rapidly increasing and 
important part, will appeal strongly to 
everyone who has any conception of the 
fact that Canada’s future is every bit 
as much at stake today as that little isl­
and which, as mere territory, is not to 
be compared to the larger half of the 
North American continent. .For the 
possession of Canada, together with Aus­
tralia, is the real end and aim of Ger­
many, and has instigated as its moving 
cause and inspiration the whole of the 
present conflict; the European part of 
which, now proceeding, was intended to 
be merely preliminary. — -

It is pretty well known that England 
was the real object in view, and it re­
quires little foresight to see that a larger 
home for the German people, such as 
Canada and Australia would afford, 
whence Germany could dominate the 
world, and make her tongue the only 
language, was a tempting vision, as well 
as a purely natural ambition, much in­
deed to be commended by the great busi­
ness world, whose processes of throttling

competition have been much of the same
character.

In the meantime, however, WMmÊÊÊ 
selves fully awake to the peculiar posi­
tion we hold; and how many of us are 
aware that onr own beloved country 
may at emy time become the battle­
ground? . And how many dream that 
plans for invasion are ail prepared, and 
all particulars, down to the lists of host­
ages, and the amount of indemnity for 
Toronto and Montreal, and our other 
chief towns, all in the hands of Dr. Dern- 
berg, and by now communicated to the 
Kaiser by aid of England's safe conduct?

AU that is required to start the trouble 
here is an open rupture between Ger­
many and the JJnited States. We have 
been sending men and batteries, wc are 
subscribing large sums -to supply machine 
guns, and we have now five hundred 
under construction in the States—all of 
this is quite right and our bounden duty, 
but what are we doing to protect our­
selves? ’*

It is well known that the Germans in 
the States have purchased immense quan­
tities of munitions, yet they cannot send 
them to Germany. But they can, and 
Would, he. used In Canada as soon as a 
rupture takes place between our neigh­
bors to the south and Germany.

We are.not allowed by our treaties to 
have gunboats on the lakes, hut who 
knows how many boats are waiting, hid­
den away in- many lake ports, and even 
in New York, -eady to steal away dis­
guised ns merchant craft and help to 
take possession of Canada?
- It is said that it *ould take too long 
to equip factories here for making ma­
chine guns, whereas even the five hun­
dred we are waiting for would be at once 
commandeered by the United States 
govemrnent in ease of hostilities. We 
should not lose a minute, but, instead, of 
borrowing money at 5 per cent to fritter 
away on local improvements and increase 
the fortunes of impecunious railroad 
builders, our acting minister of militia 
should be empowered to import all nec­
essary machinery without delay, for we 
rieeti not fear, in any case, that the war 
will be over and that they will not he 
wanted.

Unpreparedness, in view of what we 
know now of German methods, and what 
we have seen of England’s experi^te. 
Is nothing less than a crime, and we 
should remember that, once in possession, 
with their pleasant way of living at the 
enemy’s expense, and our want of weap­
ons and of organization, it would he 
difficult to dislodge their ever-increasing 
numbers.

ar which had been hoidiqg 
■toe terrible night of 

Thursday. One Canadian Brigade had 
gone back on Saturday ; another follow­
ed on Sunday evening. But on Mon­
day the latter, now less than . 1,000 
strong, was ordered back to the tine, 
which was still far too thin, and, to the 
credit of their discipline, the men went 
cheerfully. They had to take up posi­
tion in daylight,.,and cross the zone of 
shell-fire—no light task for those who 
had lived through the past shattering 
days. That night they were relieved, 
and on Thursday- the whole di vision 
was withdrawn from the Ypres salient, 
after such a week of fighting as has 
rarely fallen to the lot of British troops.

Small wonder .that a thrill of pride 
went through the empire at the tafe, 
and that Canada .rejoiced in the midst of 
her sorrow. Most of the officers were 
Canadian born, and never was there finer 
regimental leading. Three battalion com­
manders died—Colonel BirchaU of the 
4th, Colonel Mcllarg of the 7th, and 
Colonel Beyle of the 10th. Many of the 
Brigade Staff officers feti. From the 5th 
Battalion only ten officers survived, five 
from the 7th,-sevlen from the 8th, eight 
from the lOth.,, Of the machine-gun men 
of -the 18th Battalion thirteen were left; 
in the 7th Battalion only one. Consider 
what these men lisd to face. Attacked 
and outflanked by four divisions, stupe­
fied with a poison of which they had 
never dreamed, and which they did not 
understand, with no heavy 
support them, they endured 
forcements came, -and they did more than 
endure. After days and nights of ten­
sion they had the vitality to counter­
attack. When called upon they cheer­
fully returned to the inferno they had 
left. If the salient of Ypres will be for 
all time the classic battleground of Brit­
ain, that, blood-stained segment between 
the PoelcapeUe and Zonnebeke roads 
will remain the holy land of Canadian
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1 That day the lst'Suffolks were wiped 

out by shell fire, only seven men remain­
ing. The 1st Yorkshire Light Infantry 
also suffered heavily, The Monmouths, 
a Territorial battalion who had done 
most gallantly, were in a precarious posi­
tion, and another Territorial battalion, 
-the 12th London, was brought up to re­
lieve them. They reached the trenches 
through a barrage of fire and there they 
suffered the fate of the Suffolks. The 
whole centre was driven in, all but the 
1st Welsh, under Colonel Marden, who, 
did not rtire until they were ordered. 
They sent message after message back 
that theirs wos a hot corner, but that 
they were very comfortable and could 
remain as long as they were wanted. 
Captain Francis GrenlelL

artillery to 
l till rein-s

.
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saw the height of 

- Th® much-triede
have been better to construct a wholly 
new line. Further south the- situation' 
was better and the troops there were 
more comfortably entrenched. Against 
this section was the left wing of- the 
army of Wurtemberg, whose headquar- 
ers were at Thielt. Opposite the British 
were the 26th and 27th corps, reserve 
formations composed of mixed Saxons 
and Wnrtembergers, and the right of the 
15th corps from Afpace, the heroes of 
Zabem. Other detachments appeared 
during the battle, .including a battalion 
of marines.
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The Strtjd on the New Front
Our new tine ran from the French 

west of the Langmarck road by “Shell- 
trap Fbrm,” along the Frezenberg ridge, 
and then due south, including the Belle- 
warde lake and Hooge, and curving 
round to the Zitiebeke ridge and the 
vicinity qf Hill 60. The southeastern 
division held it from near the latter 
point up to the Menin road, the eastern 
division along the Frezenberg ridge to 
just east of “Shelltrap,” and the northern 
division to the junction with the French. 
This line was at least three miles shorter 
than the old one, so it could be held 
with fewer troops, which gave a chance 
for rest for some of the brigades which 
bad been most highly tried. The critical 
point was now our centre on the eastern 
front of the salient, which ran from the 
Haanabeek stream along the eastern face 
of the Frezenberg ridge. The ridge cov­
ered all the roads from Ypres by which 
our supplies and reinforcements travel­
led, and if the Germans should carry it 

position would be prejudiced. It is 
a ridge just as Hill 60 is a hill—by cour­
tesy only, for the present writer who 
visited the neighborhood a week later 
could barely detect the gentie swell 
among the flat meadows.

For the next .three days .there ' was tit­
tle more than heavy shelling. Early on 
the morning of the 8th, about 5.30, there 
was an attack on the centre held by the 
eastern division. It was beaten off, but 
next day, Sunday, the 9th, it was re­
newed, and our line was pushed back 
west from the Frezenberg ridge till it 
ran east of the well-named hamlet of

The Third Gas Attack.
We may pass aver the next few days 

till thq morning of Sunday, May 2. The 
British and French counter-attacked sev­
eral times during these five days, and 
all our front was heavily shelled. Among 
our losses was General Hasler. On May 
1 there was a desperate bombardment 
against our line between Gravenstafei 
and Zonnebeke. On the last day of 
April the brigade on the extreme left 
ol the British- section was relieved.

The brigade" on the right of the north­
ern section was badly shelled on the 
29th, and the London Rifle Brigade lost 
170 men. Next day it had to face a 
German thrust from St. Julien, which 
(he Territorials drove back with mach­
ine-gun fire. The brigade held the old 
French second trenches, badly made and 
awkwardly, ‘placed, but it is their boost 
that thejpjgever lost a trench. Beyond 
it was tjhatRastern Division, holding the 
line down to the Pdlÿgon Wood. It was 
obvious that the Northern Division was 
holding far too long a line, and General 
Bulfin, who was in charge of the oper­
ations, resolved -to shorten the front. The 
Ypres salient had always been a peril. 
Now that it had- been broken on the 
north there was no reason for maintain­
ing a position which,-as the map shows, 
was open to dangerous assault upon 
three sidesy We held what was virtu­
ally an 
three b

The 9th Lancers, the most hardly-tried 
regiment in the British force, stuck to 
their trenches through the gas and the 
subsequent shelling, but they paid a 
heavy toll. Among those who fell was 
Captain Francis Grenfell, who had won 
the Victoria Cross for saving a battery 
of guns at Doubon on August 26, and 
who had not less distinguished himself 
in the fight of the cavalry at Messines on 
November 1. In him the army lost one 
of its most heroic figures, a soldier whose 
Influence in his own service cannot be 
over-praised. Francis Grenfell wai% an
example of wtat, by the grace of God, „ . , , H
an English gentleman, might attain to. Erie> Pa-> Aug. 4—Erie had c01in '
He was a brilliant sportsman who play- 27 of her dead when darkness tonight 
ed always for his side and never for Mm- drew a blanket over the mile-long 
self, an able fold indefatigable student wreckage strewn path in the heart ot 
of his profession, a leader who inspired the city, following last night's th”"1 
a unique affection both among his men But little impression was made on tin- 
and his brother officers. His last words vast amount of wreckage, piled >" 
fitly ended a' noble life. They are vouch- places 100 feet high, and believed hi­
ed for by an officer and two men who the coroner- and others to conceal a- 
were near by. “Tell them I die happy, many more victims Work of recovering 
I loved my squadron.” all will be slow.

Has the whole duty, love, .and service The property loss, early estimated at 
of a regimental officer ever been more $3,000.000, was not changed today. I 
beautifully, and finally summed up? As is estimated that three hundred lions. 
Clarendon wrote of Falkland, “Whoso- anti fifty store buildings were laid low 

leads such a life need not Care upon , by the, waters, 
how sh<yt warning It be taken from 
him.”

Torontoninn

FEAR DEATHS AT
ERIE NEARLY SIXTY.
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oblong, ïftve miles long by About 
road* with ugly comers at Grav­

enstafei aiid the Polygon Wood. Accord- Velorenhoek on the Zonnebeke road.
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Tooigfcâ there was again a seniblano1 

of normal--conditions in the city.
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