jnouncing that the advance on Mosul

THAT WILL C

N ext Few Days Should Bring N
Of Big Achievement By Russians

Believed Russian Announcement of Advance on Mosul
Will Shortly be Followed by News that Bagdad
Railway Has Already Been Cut by Czar’s Atmy

RKS IN DESPERATE POSITION FRANTICALLY AP-

PEAL TO BERLIN, BUT

HELP ' ARRIVES TOO

LATE—RUSSIANS PRESSING ON REAR OF THE
OTTOMAN ARMY FROM TWO DIRECTIONS —
BAGDAD, RUSSIAN GOAL, ALMOST CERTAIN

CONQUEST.

London, May 16.—The Russian official statement, an-

probably

continues,

jveils important news. The Russian communications are gen-
ierally a day or two late in announcing the actual attainments
and it is considered not unlikely that = the Bagdad railway,

[

.rwhich runs along the left bank of the Tigris and has been for

! {a couple of days within cavaliry ride of the Russian advance,
lis already cut.

“The Russian advance sn_ks direction has been swift and
 silent to.warda an easy road which leads to Mosul, or ancient

{Nineveh, where the German Bagdad

7

,’l‘:gm.

joined the

railway

centre at Erzingan, to try to stem the
sian advance, but apparently these efforts have come too

it is believed that this city, with its antiquated defenses, will not

be able to long delay the Russian advance.

The progress of these for

crs already has broken the batkbone of the Turkish communlications be-
tween Diarbekr and Mosul, and the Turkish armlies covering these two
points are now separated except for a circuitous road too far In the

rear to he of much service.

Some 200- miles southward the other group of Russlan forces, drawn
upon the Persian-Turkish border before Khanikin, Is prepared to strike

through to Bagdad,

. The combined pressure from these two directions upon the Turkish
rear has placed the entire Turkish army In Mesopotamia, estimated at

between six and seven divisions, In the greatest jeopardy.

According

to the latest despatches the Turks have been forced to relax to a great

extent their res
troops northward.

nce to the British expeditionary
Thus it is thought the successes which have been

army and rush

won by the Russians will soon have an effect on the fortunes of the

British campaign.

STRIKING FROM TWO DIRECTIONS AT REAR OF TURKS' ARMY,
Petrograd, May 16, via London, 425 p, m.—With the advance of
Russian forces southward from the Urumiah region toward Mosul, in
Assyria, on the Tigris, which resulted recently in the occupation of Ri-
vandouza, the Russians are now bringing fresh pressure of the most
powerful sort upon the rear of the Turkish armies In Mesopotamlia,
The development of this new line of attack has greatly enhanced
the chances of success of the Russian campaign in Mesopotamia, which
tholds forth the hope now entertained in Petrograd of bringing not only
*amud, the holy city of the Caliphs, but the entire historic country

lying between the Tigris and the Euphrates under Ru

n dominion,

Of the two groups of Russian armies which are now threatening

Mesopotamia overland, the one already mentioned has

crossed the

Mesopotamian border and is marching rapldly toward Mosul. The only
serious obstacle between it and this goal is the ancient fortified city of
Jezireh-lbn-Omar, on an island in the Tigris, 130 miles southwest of Di-

arbekr,

The Official Statement.

Petrograd, via London, May 16 (8.25
p.. m,)—The following official commu-

' nication was issued today:

“In the region of Lake Doljo, north

(of Lake Miadziol, Germans, in consid-
erable strength, attacked toward eight

o'clock in the evening and succeeded
in partially capturing our advance
trenches. We expelled the enemy by
@ counter-attack, and drove him back
toward his own trenches.

“In the region north of Lake Miad-
#iol the ememy carried out a violent
_bombardment the entire night of the
14th. Enemy deroplanes threw bombs
on many places on our lines.

“In Galicia, in the region north ot
the Braze-Jenisk road, and in the re-
gion of the Lower Stripa, the enemy
attempted to approach our trenches,
but was repulsed by our fire.

“Ini the Caucasus region, in the di-

of Diarbekr, we repulsed with

r fire, an ememy attempt at an

ensive.

“In the direction of Mosul our ad-

,vance continues.”

i

Austrian Success on itallan Front.

Berlin, May 16, via wireless to Say-
‘ville—Italian first line positions in
| soveral tors have been captured
by the fnm-luu. after concentrated

artillery preparation, it was announc-
ed in today's Austro-Hungarian
headquarters’ report, issued in Vien-
na. The Austrians took more than
2500 prisoners, seven cannon and 'l
machine guns 1in these operations.
The text of the statement is as fol-
lows:
tallan  front: Southern Tyrol:
Austrian-Hungarian troops, with the
ald of an overwhelming artillery fire,

the Armentara ridge, in the southera
Sugana valley, on the Folgarino pla-
teau, in the northern Cagnolo valley
and south of Rovereto. In these en-
gagements 65 officers, among whom
was one colonel, and more than 2,600
men, were taken prisoners, and 11
machine guns and 7 cannon captured.
One enemy aeroplane was shot down.

“Artillery engagements have been
extended over the whole front, and
have considerably increased in inten-
sity at several places.

“On the Doberdo plateau, after
spirited fighting, we entered enemy
trenches east of Monfalcone and cap
tured five officers and 150 men bo-
longing to five Italian cavalry regt
ments and took one machine gun.

“The position west of San Martino,
captured by us the day before yeuor-
day, was nu{mlnod and torlotted,

’ pulsed.”
q A Turkish Lle Refuted. °
captured first line enemy positiong on London, May 14, 340.9. m—A Turk-

YESTERDAY'S EVENTS
IN THE WAR THEATRES
TOLD IN SHORT METR.

Progress for the Austrians against
the Ttallang in Southern Tyrol and on
the Lower Isonzo, and a continuation
of the Russian advance through Kurd-
istant toward Mosul, their objective
being the Bgdad ratlway, are related
in the latest official communications
from Vienna and Petrograd. In the
other theatres there is much artillery
fighting, but little activity by the in-
fantry. !

The Austriang in the region soutn
and southeast of Trent in southern
Tyrol, and reported by Vienna to have
captured Italian trenches at several
points, takem prisoner 2,666 men,
among them €7 officers, and captured
seven guns and eleven machine guns.

The entry of Austrians into Italian
trenches east of Monfalcone, near the
Gulf of Triest, and the capture here
of additional officers and men, is also
recorded by Vienna.

head of Kiao-Chow}
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PRISING
I CHINA GADWS
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Armed Japs Among 40 Rebels
Killed in Fighting at Tsinan-

Fu in Province of Shantung.

aklng, May 16~—There was contin-
uous fighting throughout Monday night
in the foreign settlement at Tsinan-
Fu, province of Shantung. Forty
reébels were killed, inclading among
them being a number of armed Jap
anese, The rebels have fleld guns.

There has been considerable disor-
der in the provinee of Shantung re-
cently, where the ¥obels are reported
to have captured & Bimber of import-
ant towns betwesn TwingTau, at the

the capital of the §
tung, From the
at Tsing-Tau the

Ahat the Russian | 8¢

foree which recently drove out the
Turks from the Rowanduz region is
keeping up its progress westward to-
ward Mosul and the Tigris river re-
gion, and drawing nearer to the Bag-
dad railway. To the northwest, around
Diarbekr, the Turks attempted an at-
tack on the Russians, but were repule-
ed.

On the greater portion of the line in
Belgium and France the artillery of
both the Germans and the Entente Al-
lies continues agtive, being especial-
ly vigorous in Belgium, in the reglons
of Dixmude and St. Georges, and in
France, around the Avocourt wood,
Hill 304 and Le Mort Homme, north-
west of Verdun. The Germans have
directed another infantry attack
against the French positions west of
Hill 804, for the possession of which
there has been much' sanguinary fight-

ing, but the manoeuvre was again
checked . by the French curtain of
fire.

The Germans in the lake region be-

tween Dvinsk and Vilna attacked and
occupled advanced Russian trenches

near Lake Dolje. The Ru#sians, how.

ever, in a counter-attack expelled the |

Invaders and drove them back to their
former positions. In the Lower Stripa
region of Galicia the Teutons launch-
ed an attack against the Russian
trenches, but were repulsed.

A At At
spite of all the enemy’s efforts. Three
officers and 140 men were taken
prisoner, and one machine gun and a
quantity of war material were cap-
tured.

“One enemy airman dropped bombs
on Kostanjevice and on several plain-
ly indicated sanitation establishmenis
without causing damage.

“Our artillery heavily shelled enemy
dugouts near Plava, and in the Tol
mino sector. During several infantry
enterprises on this front one officer
and 132 soldiers were made prisoners.

“Near Pondebba, there have been
infantry emgagements
troops and Bersaglieri.

“Several Italian attacks on the Col.
Di Lana and Tresosi sector were re-

between our

ish ‘official statement, received here
today says:

‘An enemy monitor which attempt.
ed to enter a harbor northwest of the
Island of Kesten came under the sur-
prise of our fire, burst into flames and
foundered.
heard.”

Regardipg this report the British
Admiralty saye:

“There is no truth in the statement
that ozne of our monitors had explo-
sions on board her caused by enemy
artillery, or foundered.”

Several explosions were

BRIG.-GEN. MARCHAND ;
REPORTED KILLED,

London, May 16—Brigadier-General
Marchand, of Fashoda fame, has been
killed in action, according to a des
patch to the BExchange
Company, from Paris today.

Telcmph

it

iog the railway zome after rebels.
Japanese, the report says, were mot
hindering the rebels from shipping big
guns, arms and ammunition over the
railway.

HARDINGE BACK TO
FORMER POST IN '
‘FOREIGN OFFICE.|

London, May 17—According to a|
statempent published here Baron Har-
dinge, former viceroy of India, will|
shortly succeed Sir Arthur Nicholson,
under secretary of the foreign office,
who is retiring on account of ill-
health.
sume the post he occupied before be-|
coming viceroy of India

1
|

Lord Hardinge would thus re- |

TURKS IN EAST

LIBERAL PARTY
FAST BECOMING A
PATHETIC SPECTACL

Special to The Standard.

Ottawa,” May 16.—“Under the
leadership of the Carvells, Kytes,
and Bi-lingualists the Liberal party
of Canada is becoming a pathetic
spectacle,” says the Ottawa Journ-
al editorially today. “On the bi
lingual issue Sir Wilfrid Laurier,
has entered a class which the Tor-
onto Globe, the chief Liberal organ
—and heaven knows a hidebound
enough one—designates a month
ago as among “Deadliest enemies”
of Canada and the Bmpire. Hon.
G. P. Graham, heretofore consid-
ered quite a respectable politician,
has presented himself as the sort
of politician who can trot down to
Quebec to foment under false pre-
tences  French-Canadian racial
rancor against his own Kin. Mr,
Carvell, the haymaker of New
Branswick, finding that the allega-
tions of grafting and profiteering
which he fulminated in regards tu
shell and fuse contracts are being
proved to be a filthy mess of par-
tisan slander, takes refuge in attack
upon a judge, Sir Charles David-
son, who is conducting other in-
vestigations which have shown
Liberal charges to be largely
slanders; and we have no doubt
Carvell and his kind will similarly
attack Justices Duff and Sir Wil
liam Meredith too before they are
through.

Mr. Kyte, who in launching in
the House of Commons his fuse
charges lied so colossally and so
ingeniously that he momentarily
scared nearly all of us half to
death with apprehension of Cana-
dian general degredation, has™been
shown to be only a political sample
‘of the unclean bird whosé name he
bears. Liberalism in the West, the
chief stronghold of L.iberalism re-
cently, is in homorable and out
spoken revolt against the “Dead-
Hest enemies of the nation and the
Empire.” The greatest orator and
finest spirit of the Liberal party,
Dr. Michael Clark, is heard in
parliament condemning the tactics
of the Carvells and Kytes; and we
are much mistaken if there is not
through most of the Dominion, a
rising flood of disgust and anger
at the present dominating in-
fluences in the Liberal organiza-
tion.

“The exhibition which is beiug
made by most of the leaders in
parliament would be bad enough
at any time; in the present time of
impire crisis words cannot easily
do it the justice its miserable style

l merits. ’

ATTACKING HILL 304
IS LIKEE. HAMMERING
AT A STONE WALL

GERMANS LAUNCH FIERCE DRIVES BUT UNABLE
TO MOVE FRENCH FROM POSITIONS—SPIRIT-
ED FIGHTING ON WHOLE FRENCH LINE

I
|

AROUND VERDUN.

16.—The official com-
2]

Paris, May
munication, issued by the war offic
tonight reads:

“An ‘enemy detachment which at-
tempted to surprise ohe of our small
posts in the region of the Butte Mesnil
was repulsed by means-of grenades.

“In the Argonne an artillery aection
of some intensity occurred in the sec-
tors of Four De Paris, Les Courtes
Chaussees and Vauquois,

“On the left bank of the Meuse the
bombardment was quite apirited in the
region of the Avocourt wood, Hill 304
and T.e Mort Homme. An attack
against our positions west of Hill 304[
was stopped by our curtain of fire. -

‘“Bast of ‘the Meuse and in the|
Woevre there were. small antillery
gusts. The cannonading was intermit-
tent on the rest of the front.”

Belgian communication:

“The artillery action was partiou-
larly intense today. ‘Concentrated
fires were carried out by our heavy
batteries against the Genman defen-
sive organizations on the east bank ot
the Yser, in the region of Dixmude,
The sector south of St. Georges was
subjected tio reciprocal bombardmelnts
of great violence.”

On British Front.
London, May 16 1159 p. m.)~=Ske

British official communication Issucd

!tontght says:

“There was activity on both sides
in minor enterprises last night.. Three
parties of the enemy attempted to
enter our trenches southward of
Hebuterne. Two of these parties fail

jed entirely, but the third succeeded

in entering our trenches for a brief
period.

“On. the Vimy ridge troops of the
Lancasfire Fusiliers, after the explo-
sion of some mines, geized and occu-
pled the enemy’s forward ¥ine on a
front of some 250 yards, and inflict-
ed considerable casualties on the ene-
my.

“Opposite Archy a patrol raided the
enemy’s trenches after a mine explo-
sion and penetrated toward their sec-
ond line, where bombs were exchang-
ed with the enemy.

“Near Wieltje (in the vicinity of
Vermelles), hostile patrol which at-
tempted to approach our lines was
dispersed by our fire.”

B —

COLLIDE DURING FOG.

Queenstown, Mny 16—~The British
steamer Kelyinbrae, outward bound,
came into collision off Cork harbor
during a fog today. Thé Kelvinbrae
is still afloat, and ig trying to reach
harbor.

LAURIER WANTS 10 QUIT
BEFORE THE SHIP SINKS

Resignation as Leader of Liberal Party Has Been Informally

Tendered—Party Caucus

sor Ends in Fiasco — Lemieux Favorite,

Bottom of List with One

Special to The Standard. .

Ottawa, Ont., May 16—Sir Wilfrid
Laurier has informally tendered his
resignation as leader of the Liberal
party, and it is fully expected that the
formal resignation will take place

during the coming summer. With this|
view an official caucus of Liberal|

i

£embem was held today to discuss
the situation as regards the leader-
ship of the party.

It ended in a flasco with the party
turmoil deepened rather than lessen-
ed. The western Liberals are still in
a state of independence.

1t being recognized as hopeless for
the Liberal party to go to the country
with the slightest chance of success
if Sir Wilfrid Laurier is to be the
standard bearer, the sense of the

caucus was taken as to his successor. |

The members present included a Jarge
proportion of Quebec representatives,
and the result was that they combined
on one man, while the English-speak
ing members were divided. Hon.
Rodolphe Lemieux got the largest
number of votes, and Hon. Frank
Oliver came next, but a long way be-

AAAAAAAAAAAAAALI NI

MUNITIONS

BOARD WILL
START PLANT

To do Difficult Technical work
in Loading Fuses, J. W. Fla-
velle Tells Duff-Meredith

Commission.

Ottawa, May 16—A discussion as to

|

the production of letters exchanged
between Gen. Sir Sam Hughes and J,
W. Flavelle, chairman of the imiperial
munitions board, and relating in part
to the fuse contracts, was the most
prominent feature of this afternoon's
sitting of the fuse inquiry.

Mr. Flavelle, who was the witness,
stated that there had been such cor
respondence, but he did not care to
make it public, though he had no ob-
jection to placing the letters before
E. F. B. Johnston,
K. C., at once demanded their produc-
tion, but Mr. 1. F. Hellmuth, K. C.
took the position that while anything
relating to fuses was admissible, pos-
sible references to other matters in
the same letters should not be exam-
ined.

After a lengthy discussion, the com-
mission advised Mr. Flavelle to “exer-
cise his best judgment” as to what
bears on the inquiry when he gets to-
gether the correspondence referred to.
The point as to whether the letters
will be ~made pullic, or submitted
only to the commission was apparent.
ly left open.

Another thing elicited from Mr,
Flavelle was that from the start the
American companieg contracting for
fuses have been behind in*®their dé-
liveries and that the imperial mumi-
tions board itself is mow establishing
in Montreal a loading plant where the
difficult technical work will be car-
ried out. It is to be operated next
month. Mr. Flavelle admitted that this
purely Canadian industry had yet to
demonstrate its workability.

Referring to the contract with the
Edwards Valve Company for cart-
ridge cases—a subject within the
sgcope of the enquiry—Mr. Flavelle ex-
pressed the frank opinion that it nev-
er should have been made.

ixamined on other lines, he said he
had not heard any members of “the
shell committee laying claim to the
profits from the contracts, and ques-
tioned as to what bappened when the
old committee was disbanded, assert-
ed, “we just went in.” It was at this
point that the discussion ensued as to
the production of whut passed be
tween Gen. Hughes and himself,

the commission.

Yesterday to Discuss Succes-
Pugsley at
Vote.

hind. E. M. MacDonald was third,
Hon. Geo. P. Graham was fourth, A,
K. MacLean was fifth, and Hon. Wil
liam Pugsley got but a single vote.

It was intimated quite clearly that
the western Liberals would not agree
to support Mr. Leniieux, or any mem-
ber from Quebec who voted for ‘the
| bi-lingual resolution, and it was finale
|1y suggested that Mr. Graham should
see N. W. Rowell, leader of the oppo-
sition in Ontario, and ask him to
enter federal politics. It was pointed
| out by some, however, that Mr. Rowell
|had been an unqualified” failure in
{ Ontario politics, and that until he had
shown some strength as a leader in
provincial affairs he could hardly ex-
pect to get federal support for the
leadership of the Liberal party zt
present.

A month ago when the bi-lingual
]qumtlon was discussed by the Liberals
lin caucus, Sir Wilfrid stated that as,
| long as he was leader he expected the
| undivided support of the party. TI£
the English-speaking Liberals did no%
support' him on the bilingual issua
they might look for nuolher leader.

AAAAAAA A

BIG STRIKE
ON BOSTON AND
MAINE ROAD

1,400 Track Workers and
Foremen Quit Work Last
Night—Want More Pay and
Start Half Hohday

Boston, ) 16.—Approximately
1,400 track wor and foremen em-
ployed on the lines of the Boston and
Maine Railroad went out on strike to.
night for a wage increase of 20 cents
a day and a Saturday half holiday,
according to officers of the Internation«
al Brotherhood of Maintenance of Way
Employe

The strike call was 1ed by A. B,
Barker, of Detroit, international vices
president, who will direct the strike
from this city.

Union leaders here a rted that 1,
000 other workers, not affiliated with
the brotherhood, would strike tomor-
row, that the maintenance of way de«
partment of the road would be coms

,| pletely tied up, and at least 2,000 oth-

jer workers would be thrown out o
employment.

J. H. Hustin, president of the Bos-
ton and Maine em, said tonighti
that officers of tho road had no know
edge of how many men had quit work, '
but that they feel certain that enough
loyal trackmen and foremen remained,
to prevent such a tie-up as union men
predicted, He added that no negotia-|
tions could be entered into with the;
International Brotherhood, because the|
road had a standing agreement with)
all its employes, irrespective of unlonal
under which officials of the company,
and representatives of the men must/
| discuss all differences.

RUMORED ATTEMPTS
TO DYNAMITE LOCKS
OF PANAMA CANAL

Panama, May 16.—The guns of one
of the heavy batteries in Colon harbor
were tested today, and it is announc-
ed the test was in every way satisfac.
tory. A test still is to be made of the
14-inch guns.

The canal authorities are taking spe-
clal precautions to safeguard the canal
locks, owing to rumors that attempts
might be made to dynamite them. Tha
American steamer San Ramon, bound
from San Francisco and Mazatlan,
Mex., for New York, was subjected
to a search prior to passing through .
the waterway. All the crew of the
San Ramon were Americans, and
there were no aliens aboard, The ves- |
sel carried a cargo of dye woods, She;
arrived at Cristobal today.




