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= P;DO;AI!I olr subjects for meet-

ings during the Week of Prayer, January
3rd to 10th, is being iseued by the Evan.
golical Alliance. Copies can be had by
applying to H. Theakston, Y. M. C. A,
Halifax, N. 8.

— Tar Chioago Standard’s New York
correspondent says : “ Rev, J. F. Avery,
who holds the fort at Mariners' Temple
like a brave soldier, makes his yearly ap-
peal to the people. No man deserves
more generous help than Mr. Avery.
His field is too well known to need de-
soription. It is only the heroie, conse
crated soul that can sow and reap it.”

— Tuz last iseue of our highly-esteem-
od exchange, the Waichman, of Boston,
comes to us printed throughout on a
beautifal new type. It has alse a new
press—‘‘one of the finest which can be
made, and probably unequalied in Bos-
ton.” Apart from the mechanical im
provements noted, the WatcAman; so
far as our acquaintance with the paper
extends, was never so good as at pre
sent.

« Ax article in the Murssexoxs axp
Visrror of December 9, undar the cap-
tion “Pulpit or Desk"” d an al

— ConcerxiNag the gift by Dea. Geo.
W.Chipman of an estate in Cambridge,
Mass., for a home for aged people and
orphan children, of which note was made
in our last issue, it is further learned
that the present value of the gift is about
$25,000. Mr. Chipmsn says be has had
this in his heart for about twenty five
years. But he contemplated it as a
legacy. His illness last summer has led
him to desire to give it while living, and
in this his noble wife and his children
most heppily concur. The conditions
of the gift are very simple. The present
residence is to be known as the Chipman
Memorial. The property must be kept
free from debt. If desired, at any time,
one half the rooms shall be svailable to
needy persons of the Tremont Temple
church.

o

PASSING EVENTS.

THE POLITICAL SITUATION IN THE PROV-
xow or Quesec has not been rendered
less oxciting by what has transpired
during the past week. It was the gen-
eral P that the legisl
would meet not later than the 20th Dec.,
a8 it must in order that the law might be

lusion which we regret to learn has given
offense. A correspoundent informs us
that Mr, Denovan's article was generally
understood as referring to a certain Bap-
tist minister, and that his oriticism was
oonsidered as uncourteous and sarcas-
tic. We did not suppose that the illue
teation employed by the writer of the
article in question was of such a charao
ter aa to give offence or wound the feel
ings of any one likely to read the Mas
sewoun ap Viiron. Had 'we known the
facts Lo be as our correspondent repre
sents them the article would have ap.
peared, if st all, in an amended form.

« AT & recent meeting of the Direct
ors of the Bt. John Protestant Orphan
Asylum it was decided 10 issue the same
annual appesl to the publio for funds in
aid of the maintenance of the institution,
and, sccording to She report of the
treasurer, 10 intimate that the sum of
$1 250 as estimated, would be required
in addition 10 present svailable income
to meet the expenses of the ourrent
year. Any person contributing one dol
lar and upwards is entitled to sttend

plied with, which requires that a year
shall not elapse without a session of the
legislature being held. But the Gover
nor, acting with the advice of his new
ministry, dissolved the House, and the
write issued for a general election are
made returnable March 15. The pub-
lio nominations are to take place on
March 1 and the election will be held
& woek later. This move of Governor
Angers has given rise to not lees differ.
ence of opinion, as to its constitutionality
and wisdom, and evoked oot less hostile
oriticlsm than did his previous action in
dismising the Mercier oabinet. As

tive mmutry under circumstances some-
what similar to those of the present case.
Mr. Letellier's action was then generally
upheld by the Liberals and as generally
condemned by the Conservatives; just
aa Mr. Angers’ procedure, at preaent, is
generally endorsed by the Conservatives
and condemned by the Liberals, though
not without a few notable exoceptions,
it should be said,on both sides. It must
be regarded as unfortunate, to say the
least, if Governor Angers’ course has
been such as to lend color to the sus-
picion that he is actuated by partizan
motives, a suspicion which could not
but be greatly strengthened if the
rumor that he is shortly to enter the
Dominion Cabinet should prove true. It
is most unfortunate, too, that the con.
stitutional question should come in at all
to distract atteption from the real
matter of practical importance which
has reference to the character and con
duoct of Mr. Mercier and his associates
in the late government, and to the
popular judgment which should be
passed upon them. If the extravagance
di and the malfl .in
office, charged agsinst Mr. Mercier by
his political opponents are true, there
is no question that he should be
promptly consigned to political perdi.
tion. We ocertainly prefer to wait to
bear all the evidence which is to be
brought forward before presuming to
pronounce as to the extent of the ex-
premier's deserts. But we think that, in
view of what has already come to light,
there can be little doubt in unprejudio-
od minds that it would not be a ‘matter
of honor, either for the province of
Quebeoc or the Liberal party of Canada,
that Mr. Mercier should be returned to
power on the eighth of March next, If,
i Governor Angers' ocourse has

above inti d, it s provided by law
that & year shall not elapse without »
session of parliament, and in erder to
comply with this provision it was neces
sary that the legislature should meet be
fore the olose of the present month, The
dissolution of the legislature, under the
ciroumatances was, therefore, it is con.
tended by some whose opinion is certain
Iy worthy of respect, contrary to law.
Mer. Mercler, of course, takes this ground,
and charges that in this matter, as in his
previous action, the Lieut. Governor haa

and vote at the annual ; and in
view of the ciroumstances and of the
work that is being sccomplished, the
olaims of the institution are strongly
urged on the publio for consideration
and finsncial support. All sums eon.

ibuted will be scknowledged through
the daily papers as heretofore.

w W have d the calendar of

pled upon the tit 1 rights
of the people, and that the whole pro
cedure is illegal. On the other band, it
is held that Governor Angers in this
matter has acted within his constitutiona!
rights. This opinion is shared by so bhigh
an authority as Dr. Bourinot, who holds
that it belongs to the prerogative of the
Lieut. Governor to dissolve the legis!ature

"the Summer School of Science for the

Atlantio Provinces of Canada. The presi-
dent of the school is Mr. G. U. Hay, Ph.
B, principal of the Victoria High Sohool,
St.John; the vicepresidents are Prof.
MoDonald, of the Normal School, Truro,
and Supervisor MacKay, Halifax. The
secretary-treasurer is Mr. W. F. Kennedy,
of Halifax, and the local secretary Mr.
Enosh Thompson, of St. John. The
oourse of n.udy includes lectures by very
teach on
bohn hemistry, 1

¥y

h in the of the country
such a step shall be demanded, without
reference to that seotion of the law
which provides for an annual session of
parliament, There is another question
whioh has been asked, and whioh, as far
ag we are able to perceive, has not yet
received & wholly satisfactory answer. It
is this: When Governor Angers had dis-
missed his late advisers, was he plainly
in harmony with constitutional suthority
and British precedent in choosing s
new set of advisers from the ranks of
the ition? Was it not rather to

En.lhh literature, .oola‘y, histology
and microscopy, mineralogy, musio,
physios, physiology, pyscology snd
soology. A brief outline is given of the
lectures for 1892, and a list of text books
helpful to the students. The next ses.
sion of the school will open in the hall
of the Centennial School, 8¢. John, July
4, 1892, The fees are $2.00 for registra-
tion, $3.00 for registration and one sub-
jeot, and 50 cents for each additional
subject. We are informed that this
school is growing in favor with teachers
and with the public, the attendance
having more than doubled within the
last four years.

— It was decided at the annual meet-
24 of the Maritime Publishing Com.
paniy; held in August last, that the Mus
sENGER AXD Visiror shounld be cut and
pasted, thus rendering its inside pages
more easily accessible to the reader.
Our enterprising printer, Mr. Day, who
has done excellent service for the com-
pany during the past three years, has
cheerfully consented to meet our wishes
in this matter also, and expeots within
& few days to have set up in his office a
first-class ocutting, pasting and folding
apparatus. We expect, therefore, that,
if not with the firat issue of the New
Year, at least within a week or two, the
MzsseNosr axp Visitor will appear cut,
pasted and nestly folded by machinery.
Mr. Day has also, of his own accord, pro-
vided for the paper an entirely new set
of type, and in its next issue it will ap-
pear in a new and haudsome dress.

| These improvements will add, we hope,
materially to the appearance and valoe

_ of the paper, and will no doubt be suit-
_ ably appreciated by our subecribers.

have been expected that he would call
upon some one of the gentlemen belong-
ing to the party having a msjority in the
House, and therefore, presumably, en-

been such that, through constitutionsl

-puker of the Kansas House of Repre-
sentatives, In 1877 he was slected to
the United States Senate, and continued
to represent his State in that body until
his death. The New York Evening Fost
says, in allasion to Mr. Plumb's career in
the Senate, that he forged his way to
the front asa Senate debater by sheer
perseverance. When he first entered
that body he took a very humble rank
among the members. By assiduous
practice he became a formidable com-
petitor of the ablest men there, and
was really a power in the councils of
the pation. Mr. Plumb's opposition to
the MoKinley bill, whether it signified
bonest repudiation of the MoKinley
policy, or was simple the sotion of one
wise in his genesation, no doubt saved
him from the fate of Mr, logalls, who
answered for his adhesion to McKinley-
ism by the loss of his senatorial head.

Ir 1s gROPOSED TO BUILD & ProTmSTANT
Erwscorar Carazoras in New York city,
sod plans for the carrying out of the
scheme are being perfected. 1t is to be
called the Cathedral of St. John the Di-
vine, and the site selected is at Ninth
Avenue and West One Hundred and
Tenth street. Preference has been given
to the plans of Mesars. Hiens & Lafarge,
and at an important meeting of trustees,
to be held next month, it is expected
that their plans will be presented, with
certain revisions and alterations. It
is also expected that a decision will
then be reached as to methods of con-
struction, details of exp , sad so

need of ocathedrals, that Christians
should devote their time, their tal
ents and millions of their money to
1o raige & material structure whioh, wheo
finished, is likely to be no more than a
weak imitation of the product of a by
gone age?

Tar CONDITION OF THINGS IN Imism
Pourrics of late has been much a8 usual.
That is, of course, to say, it has.been
stormy. Generally speaking, wherever
important political*meetings have been
called there has been the usual appeal
from the eloquence of the orstors to
physical force, and the questions at issue
have been argued out by the opposing
factions by the aid of the shillalah and
the brick bat. Both Mr. Jobn Dillon and
Mr. Michael Davitt received injaries in
these melees. A severe blow on the
head from a miassile thrown by sote Par-
nellite hand, it was said, decided Mr.
Davitt to become a candidate for Water-
ford, to fill a vacanoy in the House of
Commons caused by the death of Rich-
ard Power. Asin every other case of a
bye-eleotion the result had been a defeat
for the Parnellites, it was génerally sup-
posed that Mr. Davitt was reasonably
sare of being electsd. The MoCarthyites
were confident of victory, but the result
of the eleotion, which took place last
Wednesday, was a surprise. Davitt had
1,279 votes, and Redmond, his opponent,
1,725, » majority of 495. This viotory
will, of course, elevate the hopes of the
Parnellites and inspire them with new

forth. 1t is believed by some that s
sum should be raised, the revenuwe from
which would amount to $200,000, or
$209,000, and that the income ouly
should be expended in building. The
capital sum, after the oathedral was com-
pleted, would then remain as a perman-
ent end

or of p hip
lm ntion will be dnnvhd from the nun
idsue, it is much to be regretted.

Tus or tun Duke or Devox
suins, which is jast aonounced, removes
& British nobleman of most honorable
oame and character. For some time
the Duke had been in feeble health. [t
is said, indeed, that he had never fully
recovered from the shock resulting from
the death of his son, Lord Frederick
endish, who, on May 6, 1882, nb'vuy
after being appointed Chief Seoretary
for Ireland, was asssssinated in Phonix
Park, Dublin. The lste Duke, though
for a time » member of the House of
Commons, has never been prominently
coinected with public affairs. He was
a student and patron of art and liters
ture rether than o politician. But he
was not without interest in publio
affairs; and both he and his son, the dis
"tinguished Marquis of Hartington, were
hearty supporters of the Liberal party
until the split took place on Mr. Glad
stone’'s Home Rule measure in 1886,
The Marquis has been the sok ledged

DRATH

Turs Naw Yonx Provssraxt Carnsbrar
WHIOH 18 To Bm, suggesis certain reflec-
tione and questions. Can the spirit of
this present age, 20 far as it is & Chris-
tinn apirit, find its true and appropriate
expression in such forms, or do. eathe-
drali ather belong essentially to the
past ¥ There ia & tims for
under the sun. [t is easy to sse that in
a ruder and less enlightened sge many
things might have a reason for being and
an influence which does not bolong to
them to-day. Cathedrals once bad an
impressiveness and a religious influence,

to keep up the fastional
and suicidal strife.

long years would mufnno and the
promise was obscure; bat it spoke of &
gife -hmh meant poace instend of war,
pm'my instead of wani, & * glorious
rest” it place of restless wandering.

NO. .,

To see our next pictare we must visit
again that south land; a few' -hl
farther north than whers we saw the
old man entertaining his strange visitors,
Now we are in a royal oity, and stand
within the palase of a grest king. Life
with him bad not all been sunshine.
From the humble walks of lile he bad
been taken, and only after yoars of
bicodshed and war had he been crows-
ed king. When we see him he s it

in the by,
knows that he is one
through whom the woadrous
blessing was to come. And past
fade, and present sorrows are as nothing,
while hie muses on the fact thet the old ’
promise made to his family is madé to
him, and will remasin inviclste until the
coming of the gift which is “all his de-
sire.”"

-Not in royal cily or within palace
walls do we look for our next pieture.
The scene represented is & stormy oub,
thick clouds obseure the sky. Here and
there is a sight which seema to speak of

W.B. M. U.

MOTTO FOR THE YRAR !
“ Be not weary in well-doing.”
PRAYER TOPIC FOR DEOENBE!

Forthe oficersof W. P M. Unlon, and the
membera of our Home nnd Forelgn Missi
Boards, that the wisdom o mm-m rmm
above taay bo given to all. mnd ik  kinwdom
of our Lord and Saviour ba iy il
vanoed tarough them this yoar.

Christmas Plotures from Eastern Lands
VOR OUR MISSION BANDS,
wo, L.

Many thoussnd years ago in a farofl
Esstorn land thers lived sn old man.
He waa rich in all that this world could
give of silver and gold, of flosks and
bherds. Many servants waited to do his
bidding { and if enemies came he had
only to call on his armed men, and they
were ready to do battle for him snd his.

d  for their mag

“ g the the su.
lhomy snd the glory of Christianity,
which can belong to no material forma
to-day. The oathedral of the twentieth
century will not attract the admiration
of the people, ocultivate their sense of
the sublime and incite them to rever
ence as did the oathedrals of the tenth
or the fifleenth oenturies. Is It &
cathedral or & ocathedral building
Christianity that the world wants to-day?
Is it s Christi y that itaelf

o 2

and able leader of the Liberal Unionists
in the Commons, and his transition to
the House of Lords, which the sucoession
to his father's name and title will in
volve, is regarded as a calamity to his
party. According to the Times, Mr.
Joseph Chamberlain is now to be re-
garded as the Liberal Unionist leader in
the Commons, but he is much less popu
l.r, and if the party shall continue to

in & distinot it is not

joying the | of the el ) 10
undertake the tatk of forming a new
ministry ? ' We do not lay claim to any
ability to answer the oconstitutional
questions at issue between Mr. Angers
and his late advisers. We content our
selves with having stated them, waiting
for llght from those who are learned in
it \| ]IW lnd il

W Max, nuwsvnn, BE PERMITTED TO
REMARK that, as it seems to us, the
essential question is not so much
whether these acts are, or are not, viola
tions of the letter and theory of consti-
tational law. It.is as true of public as
of private conduct that some things are
lawful which are not expedient. Sup-
pose it is granted that there has been
no such violation, there is another ques
tion which is still more important. Itis
this: Are suchacts in harmony with the
political spirit of the age, as manifested
in the democratio tendency now so
strongly prevailing in Great Britain and
her colonies, and with the unwritten law
which, more and more, is coming to
place the powers of government in the
hands of the people, and in those who
are directly responsible to them ? The
prerogative of the Crown, both as to dis-
missal and dissolution, is now exercised
with greas reserve in British colonies.
Only once before in the history of this
Dominion has s lisut.-governor ventured
upon the step of dismissing his consti-
tutional advisers. This was also in the
province of Quebeo, when Governor
Letellier, in 1878, d a Conserva-

certain it will follow the lead of Mr.
Chamberlain.

Tuk omars or Smwayor Prums, which
oocurred in Washington, on Sunday, 20th
inst.,, from apoplexy, removes sudden
ly a prominent and able man from the
parliamentsry ocouncils of the United
States. The career of Senator Plumb
affords a fine illustration of the prize
which the oconditions of life in that
country have presented during the last
half century to ability, enterprise and
industry. He was born in Delaware
county, Ohio, in 1837, His parents
were farmers i poor circumstances.
The boy picked up what rudiments of
education he could at a country school
house, at such times as he could be
spared from the barn, and soon left the
farm to enter a country printing office.
Here he worked at the case and the
press, reading law as he had opportunity,
became a contributor to the paper and,
at the age of fifteen, it is said, established
a paper for himself.. At the age of
nineteen he went with a number of other
young men to Kansas, established there
the Emporia News, and plunged into
the political agitation of that period. In
1869 he was admitted to the bar, and
in 1862 was a member of the legislature.
In the same year he entered in the
volanteer service of the country to take
part in the great civil war, and served
successively as oaptain, major and
lieut, colonel in the Eleventh Kansas
Infy After the war he was chosen

in the grandeur o( material forms, to be
gased upon from afar, or in & voloe that
echoes faintly through esthedral glooms
snd splendors, or is it a Caristianity
that comes in lowly guise and with liv-
ing human words and deeds of.brotherly
kindoess and oharity ? Is it ‘s Christi-
anity that expends ite strength in baild-
ing to its own g o8, OF
s Christianity that eats and drinks with
men and reveals itsell as the friend of
sinners, that goes down into every slum
and alley of the great city, and out into
every highway and byway of the great
world, in order to seek and save the
lost? What will the Protestant oathe
dral do to effoct redemption for “Darkest
Afriea” or “Darkest England,” “or in any
portion in this sinful world” to presch
glad tidings to the meek, to bind up the
broken-hearted, to proclaim liberfy to
the captive and the opening of the
prison doors to them that are bound ?
We have no desire to restrain the bene-
ficence of Christians within sevérely
utilitarian channels; but we question
whether this is an age for cathedral
building, So many fields are white unto
the harvest, waiting for men with hearts
strong in faith and warm with love to
reap them. So many souls are waiting
for help that it were vain to lobk for in
grand exterior or stately interior of any
building, however magnificent; so many
are waiting for messages which are_not
echoed down the dim aisles of a oathe.
dral, but must be spoken in the ear and
come warm from the heart. There is
need of rooms clean and comfortable,
and bright with sunlight and Christian
fellowship. There is need of hoapitals,
of asylums, of reformatories, of schools
and of multiform agencies to reach the
poor, the degraded, the vicious, and to
bring them into the atmosphere of Chris-
tisn worth and Christian love. There
is boundless room for genuine Chri
teachers aad helpers of oury

proachers,
kind and oapacity. But what is the

lxﬁﬂt grapes | while the olive, I|, and
other fruit-bearing trees abounded. The
favor of his God rested upon him, and it
seomed as though be coul 1 have nothing
wmore 10 sak for, Yot one thing was
Iaoking—he had no children ; no one to
whom he could leave all this vast wealth
Sitting once during the hottest part of »
summer day in the door of his tent, he
#ees Lwo strangers passing ; he lovites
them into his home, brings water for
their feet, and bids them reat for & littie
under the cool shade of the old tree near
his tentdoor. While they partake of
the repast ho has prepared, he stands,
snd with his own bands serves them.
And then one of the strangers, moviag
to the old man, tells him that the one
desire of his heart is to be gratified. God
bas in store for him a wondrous gift ; a
gift which, strange as it might seem,
would not only gladden his own heart
and home, but all sucoeeding people
should be blessed in the son who would
bear his name.
NO, 1L

Along the eastsrn bank of the Rive:
Nile is a land oalled “The Land of Ver.
dure.” Rich and fertile, it was admira:
bly adapted for those who followed a
shepherd life. And here in the home of
one of these shepherds is gathered a
band of men, strong men innured to
hardship; accustomed to labor and toil
Just now they have left the Belds, and
are standing round the bedside of one
whom they called father. They had not
always been dutiful sons. Many a heart
ache, many a sorrow they had caused
the old man. Yet now-that he is dying
they draw near with softened hearts to
hoar his last words. To each he gives a
blessing, and speaks of the future for
them and for their) children. We will
listen as he speaks to one son, for we
hear him say that the descendants'of
this son are to dwell in the south land,
which is familiar to us as the scene of
our last pisture. He tells the wonder
ing men that his family should grow, till
from & “little power ” it should become
chief among the brethren. High honor
should also be placed upon them. In
childish days the boy had often heard of
the gift which had been promised to his
great-grandfather by the stranger under
the old tree on that hot summer day.
Now, to his surprise, he leafns that
through his branch of the family this

blessing is ta come. Noi in his day;

)

Hu bomo was ln » valley, besutiful with |

hine, but again the hurrying clouds
drift over, and all is derk. There are
figures of men and women but they seem
to grope their way., You look in vain for
anp break, anything ta relieve the gloom.
Then suddenly the scene does change ; it
is the ssme, yet not the same. The
clouds are fleeing, the dimness is pass
ing, there are tokens of s clearer day.
In the distant horish the light is break-
ing whioch betokens the rising of the son.
As the light grows clearer s watchmas is
seen coming over the hills. Ia his hend
be besrs a scroll on which is written,
“They that dwell in the land of the
shadow of dedth, upon them hath the
light shined. .for onto os & Child is
born; unto us & Son is gives . His
name shall be called Wonderful, Coun-
sellos, the Prince of Pesce.”

As you gans onoe more the scens is™
changed ; » fifth ploture is before ue. It
is the old south land onse more, bat in-
stead of the flwos glare of the noon-day
sun the stars are Jighting up the svene.
The oool of night has fallen on the iand,
and all is peace.  Flocks are here, snd by
them watoh the shepherds sa of old.
Suddenly there shines » hgil. #0 bright
that the watohers are startled, alarmed ;
until & voice breaks on the midnight air,
& voice of such swestness that every fear
is stilled. The message brought is the
same 8¢ Lhat giyen (o the old man under
the shiade of the old tree on that summer
day s0 Tong ago;’ the sams as thet given
by the dylog man o those gathered
round his bed ; the same 1o the king in
his palage ; the same that was written
on the herald'sscroll.  The same and yet
& new joyousness runs through the mes-
sage : “Fear not, bebold [ bring you glad
tidings of great joy, which shall be to ol
people. For unto you is born this day,
& Saviour which is Christ the Lord.” The
gilt of gifis promised and wa'ted for so
long ; the desire of ‘all nations has come
at last, and the promises of all the ages
are voiced in the angels’ song : “Glory to
God in the highest, and on enrth pence,
goodwill to men."

One more picture ere we tum sivay.
The song of the angels still rings on the
air. Still are thanks given lor this
wondrous gift, and yet, though in the
picture before us the scene is still in an
Eastern land, we. look in vain for the
peace the angels sang of. No gladness,
no great joy, such as the messenger said
should be to all people is depicted Here.
Men and women are hurrying to aad fro,
firea here and there light up the banks
of the river; but their lurid glow seems
only to intengify the gloom. Hopeless-
mess and despair are on all. There are
little children, but they look uncared for,
unloved ; they bave no joy, no sunshine,
Death, nut life, is written over all. They
know nothing of the golden |promise of
the longago, nothing of the wondrous gift
which brought such joy and gladness,
nothing of the joy and peace snd good-
will which the angels said would come to
all people. Why s it? Why is this
darkness, this despair? Why was this
gift for “all peoples’, and yet these have
0o share t Who will answer? Will yout
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