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Sixteen Boards of Trade Repre-
sented at the Opening.

Most Representative .Heeting Yot Held— |-

Eight Nova  Seotia Boards
Send Delegates.

President Jarvies

the Questlon of Munleipal Taxation

The annual meeting of the maritime
board of trade opened under most fav-
orable duspices in the Church of Eng-
\and instftute rooms Wednesday ev'ng.

‘Witn sixteen boards of trade repre-
sented at the opening, it 18 the ‘most
important: and generally representative
annual meeting yét hell. Eight Nova
Scotia boards sent delegates, and Char-
lottetowny séut two representative men.
1t will De nuted that Moncton, St. An-
drews  and Newcastle were not repre-
sented, nor Amherst; - Londonderry,
Lunenburg, Sydney, Parrsboro,’ North,
Sydney, Truro and Windsor. Delegates.
from "a number of theee plwes are,
hOWOVel‘ expm ng VY fu B ,.k’i

ATONE NewsPADEr B resent
William L. Edmonds,  editer of' the
©anadian Grocer and of Hardware; J;
B, SﬁcKenna. of ‘the Halifax Herald;
D6 Smith, of the Chiatham Advance;
Te 2 T Ketchum, of he Wandttock
DiSDa-tCh -andi .'5‘.! we ~00x,'0t &hb«*ﬁﬁd-

; dletan N. 'S,

ousl

TFollowing is’a. st of the demtes
who answered ‘to thelr names:

‘Berwick, N. 8.—W. V. Browne, J. D.
C!&rkc, Ir.

Prjdgetovm—-dohn Ervin.

‘Charlottetow n-—-H Haszard
Hugthes. §

Chatham—Dj (!

Dartmaout M oKet

FrederlctonJWnif Temont.

Halifax—J. E. DeWolfe, C. M. Creed.

"Kentwille—C. T, Dodge, M. G. Seely,
G B ngwn, M. G. DeWolfe.

Wol and ¥

..'A N M.- h vk
DY muxhﬂn W, 8. Plsher; W.F
Bnrd 1, @®o. Rovertson, J. A. leely.
. ¥stabrooks; ‘Wi F. Hatheway; F.
£ meﬁsn. c B. Macmichael, T. H.
Somerville, T Han H. 'A. Harvey,
Jnméa Ja-c‘k, F Potta. T. B.“Robin-
adn

St Stephend-G W (;ancng,
AT eed ;

St. " Martine—W. H. Moran.

' Sussex—C.. G. - “Armstrong,
O'(!onnelb W. B. McKay,
- Hifestis; -

Wﬁbﬁstoek——Alex Hen\lmon, Jamel

M. Pl

Mutray

" Carr A, G 1w Kitchem, - o 4

o G‘Carrotﬂ‘m'tl&nd wa-s pree—
ent, “but’ not-a%k a’répresentative; the
board-at that ple.ce’ not yet being or-
g‘anized :

TH.L PKEI'DEN’I“S .A.DDRESS

Pregldent W l. Jarvis the-n deuvered
geten:ed %o the

tion -of the maritime hoard,
andnpo!ntted aut with a.dmimble clear-
ness: ita. field of - use!n}neu. dealt with
the gwwth of the maritime provinces
in aillines of industry, pointed out the
chief’ hlndn.neu to progress, and res
s viewed prennt .conditions. He then

: prooeeded as follows:

PREFEREN’I‘IAL TRADE.

The: mar(time board of trade -during
its brief existence has deait with many
t . questions. . First among

theae m&:, I think, the position af-
ﬁrmeﬂ at Halifax in. 1895, that the pro-
ducts of Canada should be exported .
throug‘h Canadidn pérts The “mem-
orial based upon “the resolut{ons "then
a.dopted has been acted upon ‘by: the
government’ of: ‘thé domiaion.” Subsi-
dies for :Atlantic ‘steamship services

. are now offered only when'the western

B ’D"'.

port of arrival a.nﬂ départure 1s within

H‘you want the Bgs*r

Ce.nada. itself. . This. great principle has
become fully recognized and generally
accepted. * It" seems unlikely that any
subsidy will hereafter be given, as such
subsidies weré given for years in the
past, to assist in building up the com-
merce of foreign ports. ;

The day may come -when such subsl-
dies ‘will. no longer be required, and‘I
feel certain that there is no meémber
of this ‘board who will not rejoice ‘when
such shall be the case. It would mean
that all Canada was at one in its de-
smre for preferential trade within this
great dominion. ‘It- would mean’ that
Canada was’complete in itself, and at
last’ taking its'due place in the great

British empire encircling the-world: ‘It |

would mean a thorough
commerce from our pol «~Mails and
passerigers ‘would . no lon:er be - con-
veyed géross the Atlantic by the longer
but by-'the shortest possible routes.
Pe.:(!ng freight services from ‘the mari-
" time ‘ports of Canada must bring fast

velopﬂ:’!nt of]

Island ‘friends have m
advartages. If they ar :
us by ‘a few miles of se8 1hs
wonderful resotirces within |
Their Island is a garde wh
bilities are only. veginning
veloped. - The “Straits ot»nm-:
land’are so narrow. that the's
“cross with ease, and yet thay m
to“ keas more - ngxious™vi
Anc' so luxuriés which are Het-al
benefits may be shut o6t gnd ;&
the home of a vrospeérgus Prlnx.a
ward Island - farmer is;-‘in*
makes' - up-the truest’ enig
human life" one of t'h\e ﬁupp
world: 4

But £0r nutpom of taa.de. git on.
other &ceom the jnost

beeft: completed tor

This may well “be su
telegraphic 'service

as that e-njoyed wer th
dominlon " o

passenger and mail servicesdn' ' ‘their}

train. * The one is but the development
‘of the other, or rather its-complement.
As the traffic extends the c¢orrespond-
eunce expands, and .thé merchant willy
himaolf cross: the Atlantic again' gnd

aga:ln 10 establish-and reg-ulate h!! :

L eonnections on sither side.
V~But wisile ‘our - railway ‘cehnections:

‘were  incomplste vast. interests-have :

growrn np- to the south, and fast lines
of steamers have been established with
which it ‘would be ’ hopeless, w!thont
‘some ‘sush - tempo i aid, to compete

Not only ls the nger railway “haut |

They have ‘be--

“ to the established:

route& It Wit take years perhaps be-|

‘ fore: our fellow 'citizens in the interior

learn to ‘look on the maritime prov-

mce porte as their ‘business outlets and

to give them the preterence even ‘on
,equal terms.

. And again the question. of & returf

ts has to be considered.”’ Répily

, the traffic .originating within their
iimita is as yet comparaiively small.
Steamehlp owners ‘naturally desire to
earry freight both ways, and it is the.
same with the great railway :lines;
Only as preferential trade wmxin the
empire beécomes' thoroughly. deyueped
can it be hoped that full freights will,
be tound for the great carriers by land:
and sea, and.only as such full freighis’
are found:can it be’ hoped that = the
freight will: be ea.rtied on the most
fay orable terms.

Meﬁnwhne. in order thlt
‘may be developed,. the aubs
‘given. 'And surely with such'an end in
View no patriotic Canadian cafl object
to their continuance for a time: '

it waas hoped at one time that tha}
older of the great ' Canadian raﬂway
systems, established by British cap-
ital and controlled from the mother
land, would ha.ve earried - its rans'
‘across ‘New ‘Brunswick to Salisbury or
Moncton and thence -found outlets at
Halifax, St. John or elsewhere, oyver
the Intercolonial railway or parallel
linés. Unfortunately this purpose, and
I believe it 'was once thought of, seems
tp be abandoned, and Portland, Me., is
‘being built up through its'means. V'e
have still- the Caﬁa.dla.n Pacific and tha
Intercolonial routés with their outlets
at St, John and Halifax. "While these
great lnes, the - ongrunder prﬂl e and-
the other under zovernment contro!

the maritime provinges are develop- |

by expert or lica naeq boatm” may
be. & convenience to have.the comvey-
#nge;thus brought to the door -each
farmer: or - summer :resident: . But it |
may.be a question whether; ag -POPula-
tion and ‘traffic increases; the. Vep-
ience o'r e inil!!!dual sho not

or Hoensad Muuent which may. serve
to. prevent the: accidents which. may
otherwise: eceur.. .

Omher subjects of mre nature sue-i
gested for consideration are: T!m con~ '
stmetwn of an eleotrlc railway. throug‘h
/the Annapolis valley from . Digby.or
- Annapolis to ‘Halifax, da.ily or’ more
frequent ea.mnz; “in ~winter. by the:

steamship lines between Digby and 8¢ -

John, the rates of freight. on
~via Halifax, St. Jobn and United
g«frrtg and the more careful ha
MWA »Sudl W are:
local in their nature. They affect,

districts, even.though the whole of the
4 maritime provinces may not be con-

cerned. 'And such prominence as may

as el

e praperty,~b
mﬁ&ce ‘the rates eharzed

Bty Seffort W
ptﬁnot the. Mva 8
ance Poucyv 1

ness of marine lnsurance “has - been
tmfortmte But are the clrcumstan-
g m»ancli' that the misfortusies should
¥isited "on the Canad!an? Atlanﬂc
rts alone? .

usual ‘route  across’ the. Aﬁd.nt
‘Portland “and Beston s véry
the . same. The

St. ‘John: or
. from>
‘Be but

! of ' Noyfou
i Tidal cu’rI'
Probabiy

, 148t wintér, noton hmm;b from. |-
Halitex, mutcon her way |

be ‘ziven them now will : ena:ple the |,

local boards more direetly Intereated
to :deal with them, feeling that their
efforts are better understood, and that
they have the. sympathy and auppon
of all.

FIRE INSUmANC‘E—Qr&’I‘UTORY

y OOND’I'PIONB
Imt year .at Trurd the subject +of

ante policies” was oonered and I:
am now able to.submit fm- your- con-

the shore. We. may- lem-htm 1o .
tle the matter even with his' ‘employ-
ers, but the port dlonm".mt be ‘blam

- “Statutory - conditions for fire insur- |- -3

sideration & copy of the act passedby |

the  Nova' Seofia’ legialatnre, ander
which such oonditions came into ‘force
:in sthat province on the @rst’ day of

July last. The object; of . the actiis to] |

4 secyre unltormity in the fi

the ‘mame BUNN EDGE TOOL CO is stamped

on them.
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TO BE HAD FROM MOST ﬂEALERS,

contract, and. this obj
great extmt been
-no opposltion \
ance 'companies.

preferred senerally ‘a_stricter form ot

contract . as more . -likely to. prevent
fraud and entitle the fair insurer :to
protection at the. least possible ‘cost.

1 But even this has to sozae extent been

attained- through the power given to
the companiés to. ‘add M&ﬁqns,to the.
statutory: eondlﬁoﬁl. subject to the des
cision of. the court as to whether such
variations may be reasonable and just.

The extent to whlch fire insurance
entersiinto the business transactions of
the mapitime pmvinees may - not be

génerally. understood.”  The premiums |’

received “by ' the companies average a
little more than a million 'dollars years:
ly, or very nea.rly one-seventh :of  the
premiums paid within the .- dominion. |
They were - but - . ,hrselouarters 6f a

‘million’ fifteen vears ago. ‘The  éntire.]

on the-lr tna.de- rela.tim their e
perity. and thelr 4

it -among those whom it can rea :
The: dlstrlbution :sho
Just It is unllkely

fire loes ‘of the list thiee years: inothe }

| three ‘provinces togethey - has been |

about- $4,200,090, or an-aveérage oi,g.. e

-400,000 for ‘each.year. ‘Of:this amount
ahout $1800,
000 yeariy,’
insurance. omnpnnxu or perhaps { may
i say- has:through their means been dis-
tributed; in the shape of ﬂiit:msum
L-premiums - .over tha

-mrze

/The expense. of. oenmmu :poh a

1 business .over a wide and Wmd. e
‘| field is ssrious, Jreach

fourth ‘to ‘one-third of

racelved. The greateér part of this ex- 4

propertion to his.means; and i

y or-an average of $608;52 shall he so distributed that
as.been-borne: by the fine

foreed. . mto conoenlmgnt or
AWAY. AL
In ee.rly da.yg ai

| ‘mot slways. upon hﬁ income- of"

{or, in other ‘wa

|t contrtb\xté mo;h thapL eir due pro-
| portion, ‘and" but ‘atgmall part of thel

4 oply. - Personalk: pertyaaa.rule,‘
| of the {United States ‘has been followed;

} the owners of real-and personal pro-
) § werty, an@ geaeraily also; subject in
-} some cases to living expense exemp-

.m the mn,riﬁme provinees returns |

reta.lla.tinn of a similar kind. " ‘ It:

_Upwards:of  one. mkmon dolxs,w‘ts &

i

Dayer is taxed ' theoretically on the
capital, value ot m»uﬂ and personal

past year, derl‘ved from ' his skilt' of
labor, over a ce exempted amount;:
wn his personal.
:earnings-above o' bsﬁe living ‘expense
But inmuch as, except in
‘the case of those meivinz sa.la.rles. and
the artisan: aml ¢ 5
ratepa;

- personal 'property or invested cap-
ital 18 detually reached. -

time immémorial in Séotland; and bhas
been adoxited. with ‘some modifications,.
- at: Montreal. Under “this system: the
“imunieipal taxation I8 divided betweeh
the ewner, of real estate and the.occu-
p\ir\ At Mon&gsl ‘thé ‘rental paid’ is:
“taken as the standard of the oceuplers|
ability to contribute. Neither personal
property or incorie’ is- assessed at all;

but special dharges in-the:form of i~
cense fées are: imposed -where the g¢ir~
cumstances. are (nieh that this can be
fairly done:..

“rIn nocpart ‘of Great. Brita.in is per-
sonal -property -or “income the subject
ofumunicingl taxatiom: ‘Afn income tax
Ll levied, ‘but for imperidl ‘purposes

not assessed in - any form x
In the -maritime” pruvlneee the system

and the burthen of municipal taxation
is. suppesed to be distributed between

tions; upon' the income or wage earner,
in' some prépertion to their means. :
I have endeavored 1o tdbulate. the
result of the application 6f t is system
“ to- twenty-two of the cities" and towns

b 3
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raug for real (nd
lightly.

wm an all incomes d derived from person-

Fredericton, an - exemption  of is
and ona-ﬁtth of ‘the luppoudm
and personal taken as- the

*‘W!;h regard to this table let me say,
firat, tW&t the ratios of taxation are,
for. l,p'pom of compa,rison, utterly

e delustve Realestatéis!nmanycases

“and may very likely provo

r to the indivldua.l ra.tepay
it in any case. hls property- fa

‘l value. bdt H:
”s&td ho tha.t

5 Ammnbaabrevuledtromv

; bomers. and,

V.Evi’ncome.y b

= Esassb'akwa

empﬁonuptomaia'

b o)
mtﬂn A th
g e Iatnlt% over the $300,. |

“ bemw%at o{"zhe%,

Predericton mayverhps cbm t.hn e
it 'has » low . ratio of taxation, bes’
cause real and personal ‘estate, rated
' there ow one-fifth " oniy of ‘the actual
value, pays but 1.22, But what of the
Ancomes so grossly. oyer-agsessed. - “Let

-{ these be taken i'n;o censldera.t}on, .and
the seneml ;atio ls at once increa.s-

ed.

If the 'entire taxa.tlonv at St. John
was transferred to: real estate, the .
ratio ‘would be doubled and . become
8.10; It this were done at Halifax, one-
‘fourth  only would ‘beadded, making
4 it 235, “while ‘at Fredericton the ratio
would become %:49. . -

" I mention this or_two reasons, first,
_because it. is o be cautious. We
are very apt.to;comfort ourselves un-
der Increasing taxation by the thought
that we are not so. ‘badly off as others.
ay be living in a tool’

e:smenee that. lt is drrun away or;
if its_possessor remains, he does not
eere 10 .expose. ‘himself {0 the assess-
{r'&. grEsp v 1ivlng in an expensive
house. or miplging in an outlay’ whlch
may.befit. ois means. We need'not go.’
to political economists to be told: fhh.t %
it is capital and Iabor that: gives iis’
value « to. the land. It .is the: plain
teaching of«common sense. 1 am not
speaking too stroogly when I say that
in the city of St. John, and elséwhere
where almost every kind of personal
property is made subject to taxation,
no large holdar of such property can,
if:the assessors do 'their. duty, be ex-
pected: to reside withm the limits of
. the: place, rwo-mm .of any income
ke could rzasodably expect from his
investments at the preaent rates of re-
turn would be tmm him And
in St . John. the tents of the bettet
-classes of dwemngn have fallen, and
of the best some are vacant and oth-
€rs: offered for.sale . at a qua.rter of
their eost.. .~

X cam | spea.klng pla.ml.v. a,nd I am
makinz use of St.. John as an ilustra- .
tion, becduse it is my blrthplace and
my home. I. amnotdupondemuto
“the future of my . native cltx _It has

stin remains,

1 undeniable. tha,t, whlle og

tending;’ our s vl
ta.etories s.re bd’lily at

most - eqwiarﬂupon an.

“tion ‘of eabc ki citueu

Mumes; it. W}ﬂww e

deniud that-the reclplent ora umm




